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INTRODUCTION. 



The Letters of the Lady Brilliana Harley are pablished from a 
collectjon of family papers in the {wsaession of her descendant tlie 
Lady Frances Vernon Harcourt, of Brampton Bryan, Herefordsliire, 
The MSS. had been neglected at Eywood, the seat of the Harleys in 
that county, until within the last few years, when they were rescued 
from ruin, and arranged hy the Lady Frances, to whose ehai-ge 
they were coiuinitted by her father, Edward, the fifth Earl of Oxford- 
It is not improbable, that they were left at Eywood by Edward Har- 
ley, the Auditor of the Imprest, who resided there, being himself the 
second son of Sir Edward Harley, to whom moat of the Letters are 
addressed, and to whose piety, no doubt, tijeir preservation is due. 

It will be remembered, that upon failure of issue male of Robert 
Harley, tlie first Earl of Oxford, by the death of his son Edward, the 
founder of the Harleian Library, the title passed to the son of the 
auditor his brother, and thence descended to the late Earl, at 
whoso death, whilst these pages are in the press fJanuary 1853) 
the title became extinct. 

The present volume comprises all the Letters in tlie collection 
written by the Lady Brilliana, which a.ro printed from transcripts 
made by the Editor, with scrupulous fidelity t^j the originals. 



VI INTMODUCTION. 

Referring to Collins' " Historical Collections of the noble families 
of Cavendish, Holies, Yere, Harley and Ogle," (Lond. 1752) for tliu 
earlier notices of the distinguished family of Harley, it may be well, 
tor the illustration of these letters, to state that Sir Robert Harley, 
the hiiaband of the Lady Brilliana, was the son of Thomas Harley, 
of Brampton Bryan Castle, by Margaret daughter of Sir Andrew 
Corbet, of Morton Corbet in the county of Salop, and bom at 

Ke- Wiginore Castle, and baptised there 1st Mareh, 1579.' His father, 
bom about 1548, was sherifi' 36° Elizabeth, and again in the last 
year of tliat reign and in the first of James, in which year he had 
the grant from the King of the honour of Wigniore Castle, Ho was 

19". in Irequent state employments,*" in the council of William Lord 
Compton, President of the Marches of Wales, and " very consider- 
able for bis affluence both of fortune and ability, and distinguished 
himself by the sagacity of his counsels to the King, against the 
measnres then in pursuit, as tending to involve Ins Majesty or his 
son in a war witli his people." Quitting public employment, he 
retired to his estate, where lie lived in the exercise of a noble hos- 
pitality, and died at an advanced age, and was hurled at Brampton 

• Bnunpton Bryan 19th March, 1631." 

The mother of Sir Robert having died when he was young, his 

early education was entrusted to his uncle Richard Harley, an 

' The Audiior'i accomplished scholar. He afterwards entered Oriel college,'' under 

^w*-i' V '''^ tutorage of the Rev. Cadwallader Owen,* reputed a great dis- 

bj Biin, L 4fis. putflut, and commonly known as " Sic Doceo ;" at which place he 

must have been held in high esteem, for on the motion of the 

Loiter in Ap- Provost, 1641,' his amis were placed in a window of the new 

"*"' "■ hall, built about this time, where they stUl are to be seen. Having 

taken tlie degree of Bachelor of Arts, be removed to the Inner 

• uoiiini.p.iue, Templo.s where he associated with men of the first rank and in- 

Huence in that society, and remained thei-e until the coronation of 
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King Jaines,'' at whicli he was made one of the Knights of the Bath. <• isiji Jiii». 
In ICtli July, 1604, he was made Forester of Boringwood or Bring- 
wood Cha^e, in the county of Hereford, with the office of the 
Pokership (the nature of which office is now involved in obscuritj), Authoriiie* 
and custody of the forest or chase of Prestwood, and in tiie 7th of ^''*" " ""' 
King James he ohtained a grant to himself, his heirs, and assigns 
for ever, for a weekly market and annual fair at Wigmoro. 

Marrying early, in the life-time of liia father,' be resided for some * Noiieeof Reo- 
time at Stanage Lodge, in tlie parish of Brampton; and whilst in-, ^"n^,^ 
teresting himself in rural pursuits, in the improvement of breeds "f ^i^''^^' 
cattle, sheep, and horses, and other branches of agriculture, devoted 
much of bia time to cver>-tliing connected with tlie business and 
welfare, religious and secular, of the county of Hereford, of which 
ho was a magistrate and deputy lieutenant. He represented the 
borough of Radnor in the parliament 1" and 12° James,'' and was t. wiuisV No- 
elected one of the knights for Herefordshire in 21" James, and in *""? **"''™'"'" 
15", 16° of Charles, which last beginning 3rd Nov. 1640, continued 
sitting until 1653 ; a parliament which, notwithstanding the dissolu- 
tion of the monarchy and the summoning of no less than four 
parliaments by the usurping power, was re-assembled Jn 1659, 
when a Bill was passed for its dissolution,'' and for calling another ■; le Mnreh, 
parliament, which met 25th April, 1660, and restored the monarchy, ' " 

Sir Robert was a man of wit, learning, and piety, but of an 
austere and decided chai'acter. As a j)atriot, he was zealous and 
active for the redress of the many grieviuices under which tlie jieitple 
of England had too just grounds of complaint ; and in his reh'gion 
he was deeply imbued with the views of the Puritans, of which party 
he was one of the most decided and in£iiential members. 

The Journals of the House of Commons, especially during the 
Long Parliament, evince how incessantly and zealously he was occu- 
ped in committees of that house, and in conferences with the Lords, 
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• Jcmrrods of 
Hoiue of Com. 
13 Nov. 1B40. 
^ 3 Deo. leiO. 

• IT neo. 1610. 



■3 Dec. 1841, 
20 Dec. 1611. 
24 Feb. ie41. 

•20Miij,1642. 
<3Feb,lBJ3-4. 



' 23Sepl.l813. 
k 27 Oot. 1843. 



on almost all the most important questions of the times. To him, iir 1 
committees with others, were referred the i>etitions of Leighton,' 
Proline,'* Bastwlck,'^ and other sufferers under tlie Star Chamber; also, 
the consideration of tlie jariadiction of llie High Commission Courts 
ot Canterbury and York, — of the Star Chamber, and also of the court 
of the Council of tlie Marches of Wales; '^ the acts and abuses of wliich 
courts had given auch great cause of discontent. He was active in 
the proceedings against the Lord Straflbrd, — in the Scotch and Irish 
affairs,^ — in carrying out also tlie scheme of adventuroa for Ire- 
land,'' — of the joint committee of the Commons with tlio Lords, 
to receive from the Scotch Commissioners what they had to commu- 
nicate to hotli or either house of parliament.^ He was busily engaged 
in tlie organizing of the militia, — in providing means for carrying 
on the civil wars ; ^ lending money and plate himself, and encouraging 
others to do tlie same, towards the support of the Parliamentary 
cause ; in which he was of the committee for the garrison ' of Glouces- 
ter and the security of the western counties." Sir llobert was on 
the committee for the Great Seal;' and also on an ordinance of Par- 
liament for upholding the trade and settling the government of the 
Company and Fellowsliip of Merchants trading to the East Indies, &c. 
and also to the Levant seas. He was chairman of the committees for 
Elections, for the Universities, for Emmanuel College, also of one of 
the subdU'isions of the Grand Committee for Religion. To Sir Robert 
was entrusted the preparation of the order to prohibit the wearing of 
the surplice in cathedral, ccllegiate, and parish clmrches,™ and for 
the better observing of the Lord's Day. He was of the committee 
to take into consideration the removing of the Communion tables in 
the Universities and the Inns of Court," the Book of Sports, and 
all other matters of innovation, — of the committee for suiwi-stitlous 
pictures, — of a committee," consisting of Strode, Cromwell, Hamp- 
den, and himself, to pre|jarc letters to he sent to tlie Uni- 
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versities concerning the complaint of prcRsing subscriptiuns upon 
young graduates, on taking their degrees; and also of the com- 
mittee on an Act to enable Members of Parliament to discharge their 
consciences in the proceedings of Parliament* It would be tedious * Jo 
to refer to tlie very frequent w^nuection of his name in the Journals ^ ii, 
of the House ofCommons with all these matters, orwith the proceedings 
against the Archbishop, Bisiiops, and other ecclesiastical persons: — The 
suppression of the surplice, the removal of innovations, the destruction 
of altars and crosses, superstitious images and inscriptions, were all 
highly congenial with his convictions, and not leas so the rigid ob- 
servance of the Sabbath, and private and public fnats. We are not 
surprised to find him of the committee with Pyin, Strode. Nath. 
Fienes, Hampden and others, " to prepare a ileclaration of the una- 
nimous consent and resolution of tlie House, for the defence of the 
religion established, of the King's person, and the liberty of 
the subject, be it by oatli or any otlier way ; "" and among the first * » 
of the House of Commons to take tlie Protestation ; again, 
with Selden," Nath. Fienes, Hampden, Sir Benjamin Rndyard^l 
and others, "to prepare and present unto the House a form ol' 
declaration, which may express the intentions of the House, for 
tlie vindicating the doctrine of the Church from the aspersions laid 
upon it, and concerning government, discipline, and public liturgy, 
and concerning consultation to be hail witli divines tliereon, and to 
consider of the establishing and maintaining of a preaching ministry 
throughout; the kingdom, and the ways and means how to do it, and 
renewing the Protestation of the 3 May 1 64 1 , in the Sacred Vow and 
Covenant of 6 June 1 643; and afterwards naturally engaged busily in 
framing and taking the Solemn League and Covenant.'' On the dcatJt •■ -it 
and in place of Pym, Sir Robert was elected into the committee 
of the assembly of divines,* and zealously devoted liimself to its pro- ' i; 
ceedings ; he reported the " amendments to the Ordinance for csta- 
UAMD. 90C. l> 



BepMB<a, 
D«..1U4a. 
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• TJ Dw. ie«. blishing the Directory foi- Public Worship,"' aiid took an active part 

in almost all other deliberations of that intolerant and anconstitutioiiaJ 

He had wisdom to discern the tendency and ambitious einds of the 
army, and boldness to act upon liis conviction. Happily he was 
averse to the extreme measures against tlie King, and was with 
his son Edward amongst the members made prisoners, (6 Dec. 1648,) 
for voting " that the King's answer to the propositions of botli Houses 
was a ground to proceed upon in the settlement of the kingdom's 
peace." He had been raatle by Cliarles I. Master and Warden of 

• Put. 2 cw. I. the Mint ;*■ subsequently displaced by the King ; restored, however, 
I'i"".'^ ' ' by an ordinance of Parliament, 6 May, IGiS,*^ and continued to hold 
' Journ. H... of tlic office Under the proviso of " l/ie self-denying ordinance," passed 
16*2-a. " 3 April, 1645. After the death of the King, upon a report of 
r. mHJ; le".' *''^ Council of State, tliat the Master of the Mint refused to stamp 

and coin with any other stamp than formerly, the House orderetl a 
trial of the pix to be made at his expense, and he was put out 
of the office, and Dr. Goiuxion the physician succeeded to it, with 

• niiiteliipiie'* a salarj-, according to Whitelocke,* of £4000 a-year ; which is said 
Bss" uJ*T(i82. ^^^ ^ have been the salary In Sir Robert's time, 

• MS. Notice of Sii" Robcrt sustained great losses in the civil wars ;« his castles 
Brampton destroyed, parks and farms plundered of about 500 deer, of 800 
"^'"' '"''"''• excellent sheep, 30 goodly cows, and other cattle in proportion, with 

a stud of RO breeding mares and young colts ; and sufl'ering much 
from the detention of his rents, and himself an object of suapicion, 
he retired into the country, and repaired in some degree the waste 
of his estate ; but in his later years he was much afflirt«d with the 
gout and st^ne, all which trflubles he bore witli patience and resig- 
nation to the Divine will. 

It is recorded in his funeral sermon, that about three days before 
his death, when he arose and went to prayer, as he constantly used 




to do, thongh not able to enlarge in prayer, because of weakness, he 

prayed for the ruwi of Anti-Christ, and for the churches of fJod 

beyond the sea, naming Savoy, Switzerland and Germany. The 

persecution of the Protestants of Piedmont had recently elicited 

tbe sympathy of Cromwell himself; who, receiving tlie sad news 

on the day on which the French treaty was to have been sealed,' * 3 Ju"" iiiJS. 

refused to sign it until the King and Cardinal undertook to L«ttera, &.•. uy 

assist him in getting right done to tliem. lie had nobly sent fj^'ij''|jj,j ^^'^ 

2,000/. from his own purse, and appointed a day of solemn humilia- *^° ?"'"*",',• I 

lion and a general collection, on which immense sums were contri- Tuulmin'. 

buted, for their relief. On this occasion Milton wrote his sonnet: 



■' Avenge, O Loni, thy ulaughlcred ninti, whose boBea 
Lie KsIIered on the Alpine muuntuui cold," tto. &e. 

and Mr. Morland (afterwards Sir Samuel Morland) was sent ambas- 
sador to remonstrate with the Duke of Savoy, and on his return 
published " The History of the Evangelical Churches of the Valleys 
of Piedmont, 1658." 

Sir Robert had ever been the friend and patron of learning and reli- 
gion, both of which he sincerely loved ; and many able ministers 
were settled in hia neighbourhood through bis influence, and found a 
shelter from trouble and persecution under bis roof. To liim were 
many works dedicated; among others there is "a Treatise on Simeon's 
Song; or Instructions advertising how to live liolily and dye happily;" 
(Lond, 1659), composed for his use, when weakness and old age con- 
fined him to bis chamber, by Timothy Woodroffe.'' WoodrofFe had « w™ 
been tutor to Hobbs of Malmesbury, and hud suflereii himself much *"j"," 
in the beginning of the civil wars, from both parties; through Sir 
Robert's kindness he had been preferred to the rectory of Kings- 
land, in Lis own gift, and tJurough hia influence made one of the 
jiarliamentary preachers in the cathedral of Hcrefotd. 

Sir Robert died at Brampton Bryan fith Nov. 1656, and was 
there buried lOtli Dec.° on which occusion the church at Brampton, •: a.at 
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events, both domestic aiid foreign, of the momentous years in which 
she lived. 

The lettci-s are printed in the order of their dates, some few undated 
are su placed bj authority of internal evidence. Upon a more careful 
examination of the contents. No. 106 appears to be misdated in 
the year (not an uncommon mistake, when, as in these lettors, the 
old style is used, and the new year commenced 25th March), and 
misplaced, and the undated letter No. 134, misplaced. 

All the letters except the first, dated Raglcy, the seat of her father In 
Warwickshire, are from Bromton or IJrompton, now Brampton Bryan 
Castle. They are written in a bold and legible hand, with fciW contrac- 
tions, and scarcely an erasure ; but the use of capitals, and the spelling, 
not only of the names of persons and places, but of everyday words, ore 
varied and irregular. A few of the letters are written by an amanu- 
ensis, in seasons of sickness, but signed by lierself as usual, or with 
her initials. They were generally sent by an express messenger or 
the carrier, occasionally by a friend, or tlie tradesmen, but most 
rarely by the post of Hereford, Leominster, Shrewsbury, or Ludlow, 
then recently established, and not much to be depended upon : the 
insecurity of letters at this time gave rise to a variety of secret cor- 
respondence, one of which, very simple, is exemplified hy Letters 
188, 189, &c. / 

The earlier letters (1625 — 1633) are addressed to her husband ; 
and the remainder (1638 — 1643), with the exception of a Letter to 
Sir Robert and two letters written to her friend Mrs. Wallcote of 
Wallcote, during her troubles at Brampton, to her son Edward, 
commencing in Oct. 1638, his residence in Oxford. 

The letters are written with ilic greatest loudness of maternal affec- 
tion, and abound with excellent remarks and advice on his studies, 
health and conduct in the University, witli frequent allusions to affairs 
homuand foreign. A deeply reli^ous tone [tervades the whole of them; 
it in scarcely posidble to find a siiigl<; k-tter without the evidences of 
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practical piety. It is unnecessary to notice any particular passages, 
It is cle.ir, that Iier mind was imbued with the doctrines and disci- 
[iline of Calvin, which were at this time working powerfully in 
many f tl e most learned, pious and patriotic people, lay and clerical, 
oi tl s untry. Numerous allusions attest the accuracy of her in- 
f -n at n and the interest she took in public alTairs, and in the pro- 
ceedin f tlie Parliament. She deeply sjTnpathized in the feelings 
f li hu band in his varied employments, and entered fully into his 
uitercsts and pursuits. They agreed in regarding Episcopacy as 
Anti-Christ, and nothing short of " down with it, down with it, even 
to the ground," would satisfy their zeal. 

The ministrations of Brampton Bryan under two successive rectors, 
accorded with their views, and aflbrded them ample opjTOrtnnities of 
reUgious exercises, in the observance of public and private fasts ; how 
strictly they were there observed, appears by the memorandum now in 
the register of tliat parish, a copy of which will be found in the Notes. 

The rectors here alluded to, were Thomas Pierson and Stanley 
Gower. The Rev: Thos. Peacock, Fellow of Brazennose college, 
had preceded Pierson, but appears from Froysell's sermon, already 
mentioned, never to have resided at Brampton. Sir Robert bad no 
doubt been acquainted with lum in Oxford, and not improbably de- 
rived beneiit from his advice and instruction, as he was " highly 
esteemed for bis great learning, great sanctity of life, and counsel," 
and was known as the convertor of Robert Bolton, a well-known puritan 
divine ; by wliom " an account of the last visitation, conflict, and death 
of Mr. Peacock was published, 1646."* Pierson had been brought up- wond's 
in Emmanuel college,'' where he resided for several years, and was the,^! """' gj^ 
friend of the learned Calvinist William Perkins, whose works he had >■ MS. NoUc* ol 
been engaged in editing, and also in the publication of Brightman's uram^o^ 
work on the Apocalypse, and was known as a profound scholar and w"^'"' '" ^"'* 
theologian. Instituted in 1612, he continued to reside at Brampton 
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until hia death, 1633. In the parly years of Pierson'a residence, his 
iiiinistratiuns had not been acceptable In Tiiomas Harlev, the father 
of Sir Robert, wlio made frequent cotnplainta of him lo Bennett, 
lima— 1(117. Bishopof Hereford, who used to declare, with truth, "that hei-eceivcd 
letters from the father against Mr. Pierson, and from his son in hia 
behalf." Jolin Harley, the grandfather of Sir Robert, never adopted 
the reformed doctrinea, and was a zealous Romanist, and was said 
to have given some protection at Brampton Caatle to Parsons and 
Champion, the Jrauita. It may be inferred, therefore, that these 
differences arose out of the religious views now probably first put 
forth at Bramjiton ; for it is said, " that a solemn day of prayer was 
• MS. Nows on observed at Stanage Lodge,' where Sir Robert and hia most pious and 
Bi»inpion virtuous lady (sister of Sir Richard Newport), Mr. Pierson and hia 
b'?"m'" *""* S^^y '^''yj "I'd some few neighbours, presented supplications to the 
Lord, to turn the heart of Mr. Harley to express kindness to his son, 
and friendship towards Mr. Pierson ; to which it pleased the Lord 
to give a most gracious answer of jjeace ; for, within a very short 
time, Mr, Harley, by a trusty servant, sent to Sir Robert, — ' Tell 
ray son, I will take cai-e of the concerns of the estate, and pay his 
debts ; and teJl him, I will he friends with Mr. Pierson, and then 
you will be a welcome messenger ;' and, accordingly, he bc^an and 
continued all expressions of high esteem and real friendship for him, 
and gave a copyhold estate tu him and his wife lor their joint lives, 
and in his enfeebled old age received his continual ministrations," 
and " to his dying day, no man, except in nearest relation to hini, 
was more in liia esteem, more dear unto him, or in whom he put 
more con6dence, than Mr. Pierson." 

In Brampton, Pierson set up the strict observance of the Ember 

weeks and pubhc and private fasts, trc^^uentiy alluded to in these 

lettei's, " the resort to which of many godly persons from remote 

RocimT aT. ' ' places was as the flight of doves to the windows of holy light ;" '' and, 



INTRODDCTION. XT!1 

nnder autbority from the Bishop of Hereford, a monthly lecture, 
in the adjoining parish of Leintwardine, in tlie manner of " the pro- 
phecyinga " which had given so great oEfence to Queen EHzaheth, 
occasiomng her displeasure with Archbishop Grindall, and calling 
forth his nohlc letter to her majesty;' after which model many other "Orindai 
lectures were established in the neighbourhood. He was also one of so^. p 37 
the London feoffees for buying in impropriations,'' and to maintain a 
constant preaching ministry where it was wanting ; a design wliich 
was much applauded by the reli^ous party In England, but which 
soon giving offence to the High Church party, was interrupted by the 
Star Chamber, when the tithes which had been purchased were 
seized for the King's use. He received young men into his house, 
to prepare for the Universities and holy orders ; and in all these 
ways exercised a very great influence, not only in his own parish, 
but far and wide in that district, wlucli is represented as having 
been in great religious darkness. A minister of this time, Mr. 
Gwalter Stephens, of Bishop's Castle, " who had lighted his candle 
at famous Mr. Pierson's,'' of Brampton Bryan,'' used to say, that "■ ^^- ^' 
" when he preached, in his younger days, for a great space, there was Bryan, i 
never a preacher between him and the sea one way, and none near 
him the other, but one in Shrewsbury." Pierson objected not to the 
Liturgy or the gesture of kneeling in the receiving of tlie Lord's 
Supper, but scrupled the use of the surplice, and the cross in bap- 
tism ; yet is said to have been liberal enough, to allow the use of 
both to his own curate. A Mr. Brice, of Henley upon Thames, was 
nominated on Pierson's death, but hia old parishioners express- 
ing their sense of the great loss they should sustain by his removal 
from them, he was allowed to relinquish it, and returned to his old 
charge, when Stanley Gower became rector, and a great blessing 
to the place, following the steps of Mr. Pierson. 

Gower was a man of piety and learning;, and had been brought up 
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by Dr. Iloye, probably at Dublin, as be bad been chaplain to Arch- 
bishop Usher for some time. His last ministration recorded in the 
registerof Brampton is dated 1 May, 1642, He had been nominated 

• joamsbofihe and approved as one of the Aasembly of Divines," and removed at 
woiis, 23 April, once to London, and became a. constant attendant and active member 
M3. Not™ on i° ''^3* assembly, being employed in the compilation of the Asseru- 
Uie iteatun of \i[y's Confession of Faith and the larger and smaller Catechisms. He 

was one of the committee appointed by ordinance of Parliament for the 
examination and approval of such clergymen as petitioned for aeques- 

* Srti't Historj tercd livings,'' and himself in possesaion of one near Ludgate. He 
' was also a st-lect preacher before the House of Commons at St. Mar- 
garet's, and one of the presbyters and members of the Aasembly to 
examine and ordain by imposition of hands ail those whom they should 
judge qualiBed to be admitted to the sacred ministry.' No doubt he 
agreed with Sir Robert Harlcy in all aucli matters, and disappi-ov- 
ing, like his patron, of the wicked designs ujwn the King, he was one 
of the ministers who assembled at Ziou College,*' and published 
" a serious and faithful representation of their judgment, in a letter 
to the Genera! and liia Council ;" and also, " A "Vindication of tie 
London Ministers from the unjust aspersions cast upon their former 
actings for the Parliament, as if they had promoted the bringing 
the King to capital punishment." 

But to return to the Lady Brilliana. Moving but little from home, 
her time was much given to kier children and domestic matters — and, 
in the absence of Sir Robert, to the management of his estate, on which 
several judicious remarks will be foond in these letters. The affairs of 
tlie countrj', in these sad times, afforded too great cause of anxiety to 
allow her to be a quiet observer of what was passing. It was but to 
be ex[tected, on the breaking out of the Civil Wars, in a county 
which was generally devoted to iho King's cause, that Brampton 
Bryan, the seat of one so influential on the other side, would soon 
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attract a more than agreeable notice. Whilst Sir Robert was engaged 
in Parliament, she became an object of suspicion to her loyal neigh- 
bours, and after repeated minor provocations and threateningSj the 
plundering of liis park of deer and game, and the witKholding of his 
rents, the castle was surrounded by the soldiers of the royalists or 
" malignanta," under Sir William A'avasour and Colonel Lingen.'* '^"'"'^"' 
Shut up now in Brampton Castle with her cliildren, and neighbours 
"who resoi-ted thitlier to keep themselves from the phuider and vil- 
l&nous usaee then the practice of the Cavaliera,"* witli the advice of ' MS. Noiil-b 

^' ' of Becwrm. 

Dr. Nathaniel Wright, a physician of Hereford, frequently in attend- 
ance upon her, and who now, with his wife, took up his quarters there, 
and devoted himself and his money to the cause, and that of a veteran, 
seat to her by Colonel Massey from Gloucester, and her own ser- 
vants, she defended it with a prudence and valour worthy of her 
distinguished family. The siege commenced 25 July, 1643, "on a 
day on which slie and her young children were engaged in prayer 
and humiliation for the mercy of God to avert the dreadful judg- 
ment then justly feared," and continued for six weeks; when the 
f besiegers, alarmed by the operations in and about the Forest of 
I Dean, were hurried off to the neighbourhood of Gloucester. " The 
F first stroke of the Cavaliers in the siege was upon a jKior aged 
blind man, who was witliout any provocation killed in the street."'^' MS. HoHa 
During the siege, " the cook was sliot by a jioisoned bullet, and 
a running stream that furnished the village was poisoned." The 
churcli, parsonage house, and dwelling houses, together with the milt 
about a quarter of a mile off, witli tlie buildings belonging to the 
^castle, were all deati'oyed: and early in tlie following year, Sir jajgo,^j,m,.^B 
Hichael Woodliouse, governor of Ludlow (having been successful jf IJl" ^j^'" f 
I his brutal attack on Hopton Castle,"* which in its distress had i-e- |>y ^- Mon 
seived assistance from Brampton Castle,)came before it again, when, iiint, at sherift | 
r a gallant defence made by the servants, under Dr. Wriglifs 3lel!!^2o! ' '"' 



Oclgkaa. 



XX INTRODUCTION. 

direction, it surrendered at mercy onlj, and the inmates, including 
three of Sir Robert's younger children, were taken prisoners, after 
17 April, 1641. a siege of three weeks. There were taken 67 men, 100 arms, two 
■ Mercuriut barreb of powder, and a whole year's provisions.' 

Lady Brillinna was of a delicate constitution; and, enfeebled by 
repeated attacks of illness and continued anxieties during her troubles, 
and the long absence of lier husband and son, whom she fondly 
loved, she took a cold, alluded to in her last letter, and after a few 
days' illness died, soon after the raising of the first siege, in Oct. 
1643, leaving three sons and four daughters, all baptised at Bramp- 
ton, as follows :— Edward, 24 Oct. 1624; Robert, 16 April, 1626; 
Thomas, 1.3 Jan. 1627-8; Brillianii, 26 April, 1629; Dorothie, 
12 Sept. 1630; Margaret, 25 Dec. 1631 ; and Elizabeth, 26 Oct. 
1634.*' 

Edward Horley, bom at Brampton, 21 Oct. 1624, and baptised as 
above, three days afterwards, was as hia mother, in his infancy, of a 
delicate constitution. Having passed some period at school, first in 
Shrewsbury and then at Gloucester, he was sent to Magdalen hall, 
1806—1643. at that time under the principal Dr. Wilkinson, and the tutorage 
' Baiter'* Life of Edward Perkins, described by Calamy" " as a great man, a very 
ready and well studyed divine, especially in school divinity, a great 
tutor, and particularly famous for his giving Mr. John Corbet (the 
historian of Gloucester, and a good divine) his education and 
the direction of his studies." Magdalen hall at this time was in 
Oxford what Emmanuel College was at Cambridge, a femous 
puritanical school, and several remarkable men had been there edu- 
cated, on which account, no doubt, it was selected by Sir Robert for 
his son. Dr. Ingram, in his Memorials of Oxford, states, "as a 
house of learning, it could have been inferior to none in (lie university 
in eminence at that period, since in the year 1624, under the elder 
Wilkinson, it reckoned 300 students on the hooks, forty of whom 
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were Masters of Arts." He resided there for two academical years, 
until July 1640, but, on account of the unhealthy state of the place, 
his residence was broken in the following October term, when he joined 
his father in London, where he was at t"he opening of the Long Par- 
liament, 3 Nov; of tliat year, lie was present too, at tlie trial of 
Lord Strafford, in April of the following year, and at that time gave 
himself much to the proceedings of tlie Parliament. His mother was 
eagerly bent upon his entering public employment, and though only 
eighteen years of age, she exercised her interest among her friends 
to secure bis return aa burgess for tlie city of Hereford, on tlie death 
of Mr. Weaver; in which, however, she failed. Remaining in 
London, he had a lodging in Lincoln's Inn, and was probably a 
member of that society; but in 1642 he became a captain of a 
troop of horse in the parliamentary army, which he joined under 
the command of Sir William Waller, and in a few weeks had 
himself the command of a regiment of foot. In one of Sir William 
Waller's skirmishes about this time," probably at Eansdown, 
his horse was allot, " and on another occasion a musket-ball,'' 
levelled at his heart, was bent flat against his armour, (not reckoned 
of such proof,) without barm." He distinguished himself particularly 
in the conflict at Red Marley, near Ledbnry, where " at the head 
of his troop, lie gallantly and in good order gave the charge, beat 
the enemy from their ambuscadoes, put their horse to flight, and in 
an instant of time got into the van of their foot, cutting some down, 
and taking others prisoners, so that few escaped."" He there received 
a severe woimd in tlie arm, which otUged him to seek surgical 
assistance in London ; but he was again in tlie field early in the fol- 
lowiug year, and in the conflict between Prince Rupert and Colonel 
Massie,* near Ledbury, in which it is said " Massie was in great peril, 
as the Prince sought a personal encounter with liim, and shot his 
horse." Edward Harley was here again hurt, and he is said to have 
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carried a bullet in his body to bis deatli. Ha was ordered with his 

• J c. H. men to Plymouth in Nov: 1643," made Governor of Monmouth X644, 
wiiiiia.wkc., aiid of Canon Frome, a garrison near Hereford, in 1645, and quar- 
tered with the Major-GeneraJ at Marston, near Oxford, in May 1646. 

On the disabling of Humplirey Coningsby, member for Uie county 

*]iSoptl8ifl. of Hereford, he was chosen member." He was at this time warmly 

liamcDiDi? B^- aiiected to the Preabvterian cause, which his father had so zealously 

te^, vol, ii. p. espguged; but notwithstanding his devotion to tliat party, and the 

spirit with which his family was regarded by the Uoyalists, when 

the faction in the army began to form the schema of a military 

go\'emment, he was among the first to perceive the intrigues of 

Ibid. Cromwell and Fairlax, and afterwards ojrenly to oppose them in the 

House of Commons, for which, with Deuzell Holies and others, he 

was impeached by the army of high treason, " for that by their power 

the ordinance for disbanding the army did pass." He was now dis- 

■2Bj»n. abled by an order of the House = which was afterwards revoked,' 

.• o . ' la.o and joininc with his father in December foUowine,* as before noticed, 

• B June. 10*0, "^ ° ^ ' 

•7 Dec. 1048. in favour of the King, they were by the army made prisonors. 
Henceforth he was an object of suspicion to Cromwell, and in 1650, 
on grounds of disaffection to the government, was summoned by letter 

' Lciitr in Ap- from Major Wintlirop at Leominster,' to appear at Hereford beforo 

i>p 333-2^0. the Commissioners of the Militia. This summons was followed by a 
visit from soldiers, who searched and read his pajters, and carried him 
and Mr. Clogie, the minister of Wigmoi-e, to Hereford; both his 
brother Rol>ert then M.P. for Radnor, and his brother Thomas, being 
at this time prisoners at Bristol. Refusing a bond urged upon him at 
Hereford for his appearance in London, ho gave a promise to be there 
at his father's house from 18 Aug: to 1st of Sept: following, which, 

' Apptii.iix. under authority of a pass from Wroth Rogers,* of tiie city of Here- 
ford, he was enabled to Iceep, What proceedings were then taken 
do not appear, but be was not permitted a residence in HurefordsLire 
for ten years. 
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In a memoraDdum which will be found Id the Appendix,' he re- ' P- "2*1- 
corda, " that he was preserved from the cruelty of that power which 
put to death holy Mr. Love." Love was a Pre3bytea*ian minis- 
ter ; ^ the martyr of the cause; he was charged with treason, tried, ' Manden'g 
and condemned, as implicated in the plot witli the Scots, for uter Pariunii, 
bringing in Charles IL, and was executed on Tower Hill.= When 5|,'^"'Hi^ 
on the scaffold, attended by Manton, Calaniy and other Presby- "' 'be PuriUiia. 
terian ministers, he exulted in the cause for which lie was about to AthenK. *oi. iii. 
sufier; declaring in a calm and nmnly manner his disliite of tlie Com- Tao'* 
monwealth, and his detestation of the Engagement, saying, " I am for 
a regulated mixed monarchy, which I judge to be one of the best 
governments in the world. I opposed the late King and his forces, 
because I am against screwing up monarchy into tyranny, as much 
as against those who would pull it down inUi anarchy. I was never [ 

for putting the King to death, whose person I did promise in my 
covenant to preserve, and I judge it an ill way to cure the body 
politic, by cutting off the pohtical head." 

In the Parliament of 1656 he was again chosen for the county of 
Hereford, and being again secluded with other members, he was one 
who signed and published the Remonstrance,'' " that they would not ' '^'■iieiociie * 
be frightened or flattered to betray their country, and give up their SJS, ed. Lond. 
religion, lives, and estates, to be at the will, to serve the Protector's 
lawless intentions;'' setting forth his depredations, and the power he 
had assumed ; protesting " that the assembly at Westminster was not 
the repreaentative body of England, and that all such members as shall 
lake on tliem to approve tlie forcible exclusion of other chosen mem- 
bers, or shall sit and vote, or act by the name of the Parliament of 
England, while to their knowledge many of the chosen members are 
so by force shut out, ought to be reputed betrayers of the liberties 
of England and adherents to the capital enemy of theCommonwealth." 
It was the lot of himself and family still to lie under suspicion in the 
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time of Richard Cromwell, when liis brother Robert was arrested at 
Kynsham Court, in Herefordshire, not without grounds of disaffec- 
tion to the Government, 

At the Restoration, Edward Harley was a zealous asserter of the 
royal cause, and met the King at Dover, and was shortly afterwards 
made Governor of Dunkirke, of which garrison he took immediate 
possession. During the short time he held that charge, he much 
improved and strengthened it ; and it is a fact which Marshal 
Schomberg owned to Sir Edward, when he came over with the 
Prince of Orange in 1688, " that the French had often during 
11 Auditor'! ]iis time attempted to take it by surprise."* Lord Lansdown, in 
b Quoted bj liis Vindication of General Monk, gives this account of Harley:" — 
Collins. (' General Monk foresaw early what might happen to be the fate 

of Dunkirk, and took his precaution in the very beginning to 
preserve it, by placing Sir Edward Harley in the command, a 
man of public spirit, firm to the interests of his countiy, and not to 
be biassed, tempted, or deluded to be assistant in any tiling contrary 
to it ; which appeared clearly afterwards, tor the first step taken, 
as soon as the treaty was projected, was to remove that gallant man, 
and place another General there." Nor was he deceived in the esti- 
mate of Sir Edward, for ho strenuously opposed the sale of it to the 
French, and persevered so far with the House of Commons, to jiass 
a resolution to prepare an Act, that it should never be alienated, but 
be part of the King's hereditary dominions. Neither threats or pro- 
mises could prevail with him to be a party to its surrender. It 
being known that he would refuse to deliver it up to the French, 
be was removed, but received a most honourable dischai-ge of the 
trust from the King,' " When he took leave of the King before the 
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Lord CieneTHl/ the Duke of Albemarle, he told him that the guns, ■Colliiw,! 
stores, ami aniTrranition he left them were worth more than the 
French were to give for the place (500,000/.), and that he had left 
him one thing more, that hia Majesty might not think of, and tliat 
was 10,000/. in an iron chest, which he had saved, against a siege or 
any other exigency that might happen." By a fragment of a k-tter 
given in the Appendix,*" it will he seen that the Earl of Montague was ' Append 
told by the King " that he would not have parted with Dunkirk If he 
could have been permitted to retain Colonel Harley in that post, 
wliich he wonld have preserved for his Majesty; but, said the 
King, I am continoally disturbed, because he is represented to be 
a notorious Presbyterian." The King was clearly not insensible to 
the worth of the man who had declined a viacountcy, lest his zeal and 
his services for the restoration of the ancient Government siiould he 
reproached as proceeding from ambition and not conscience; and 
his being made a Knight of the Bath was done without his know- 
ledge: when employed at Dunkirk, the King inserted his name in 
the list, with his own hand. 

Sir Edward Harley was a member in all the Parliaments of Charles 
the Second, after the Restoration, either for the town of Radnor or the 
county of Hereford ; and, as he complied not with the corrupt measures 
of the Court, so he never entered into the plans of otiiers, who, under 
pretence ol' serving the public, pursued tlieir own interest or revenge. 
He vigorously opposed all the acts for persecuting the Dissenters, and 
theactwhich made the holy sacrament of the Lord's Supper a civil test; 
and, when King Jiunes H. came to the throne, and set up a dispensing 
power, under cloak of which, he intended to bring in Pojjery, he endea- 
voured, without success, to prevail with Croft, bishop of Hereford, and 
with the Dissenters of that county, with whom he had justly a great 
influence, not to read tlie King's declaration, nor make any address U[Kin 
it: and neither he nor any of his family ever took any oath to that King. 

(JAMD. sot.', d 



TXn IXTRODUCTIOX. 



Thoogfa he was a &voarer of sach as dissented from the Church of 
England for conscience sake, and sometimes went to hear ^Ir. Baxter 
Har. and others in London,* which brought him under suspicion of being 



* * still a favourer of the Presbvterian cause, yet he constantly attended 

church ; and haying, as his son Edward says, " by the grace of God, 
and a constant reading of the scriptures, attained a very Christian 
temper, he never engaged in the narrow principles with which 
several parties in the Church had embroiled themselves and the 
country t" a confirmation of which will be seen in his letter to Lord 
• P. 24V-241. Clarendon, in the Appendix.^ Sir Edward was a good and religious 
man, untainted by the evils of that most licentious age, and during the 
reign of King James " he weekly spent the greater part of one day, 
^ther alone or with some of his famUy, in imploring the mercy of 
God, that the storm which seemed then to be falling on the nation 
might be averted." 

At the commencement of the Revolution he exerted himself with 
liis sons on behalf of the Prince of Orange, and was at once made 
Governor of Worcester by the gentry there assembled ; which city, 
by liis great prudence, was kept in absolute quiet, whilst most others 
felt tlie shock of that great change. He was unanimously elected in 
the first Parliament of King William for the county of Hereford, and, 
consistently with the high principles which hud ever actuated him, 
avoided all place and recinnjxMice, but devotoil himself to the obtain- 
ing of such laws as might bo of ro;J service to liis country ; and by 
his means the act for alK>lishing the lurbitrary cinirt of the Marches 
of Wales wiis i>asst\l. To the socoml Piu*Humont his return was 
fttctiously opjx>seil, under the cry of his Inung an enemy to the 
Churi'li ; but, tlio successful candidate dying within a few months, 
ho wuH again unaniuumsly olectinl, and i\>utinued> in that and the 
MUcoiHHling Purliunionts, constantly to op|K>so the extravagant ways 
that won* taken for running the nation in debt, by n\ising funds 
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niiJer great iliscounts, whi^raby n (le[)endence was created on llie 
minister, and vast estates obtained . . He was miic)) regarded in 
the Honsc of Coininuns for his sound reasoning, and frequontly closed 
the debntes. He was well acquainted witli tile character of men. 
yet in public avoided saying anything that might the least prejudice 
the reputation of any person. His conversation was very entertain- 
ing; lm\-ing read niucli of history and retained what he read, and 
having liiraseli" been engaged Id many of the most stirring events of 
his own times. The Auditor records : — '* Onr father. Sir Edward 
Harley, may be truly said to have had all the accomplishments of a 
gentleman. His features were very exact, and (he) had great quick- 
ness in his eyes, which connnanded respect. His t^nij^er was natu- 
rally very passionate, though mixed with the grcateat tenderness and 
haiuanity. His passion he kept under a strict restraint, and bad a 
manner tutally subdued ; but his generosity and tender compassion 
to all objects of chaiity continued to his last." Hw was not less 
generous than brave. Sir Henry Lingen having been engaged in the a 
siege of Brampton castle, his estate was laid under sequestration, and 
the profits thereof ordei-ed to be applied to make satisfaction to Sir 
Edward. After an inventory of all iiia goods and persinial estate was 
Inken, Sir Edward waited upon the Lady Lingen, and having asked 
wiiether that was a perfect inventory, he presented it to her, with 
all his right to the same. His cousin Smyth having cut off the 
entail of bis estate, left it to Sir Edward ; but this he gave up at 
once to the next of kin. As a testimony of his unfeigned love for 
religion, and its public maintenance, he not only rebuilt the cliurcli 
at Brampton Bryan in his father's life^time, but augmented the 
livings of Brampton Bryan, Leintwardine, Wigmore, Lyngen, 
Kington and Stow : " and on the death of his mother-in-law, 
becoming interested in the lease of the iuiprojiriate tithes of Folden 
in Norfolk, the pro|ierty of Caius College, he proposed surrendering 
the sttme, on condition of its periietual annexation to the vicarage ; 
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which was effected, thereby augmenting the valne of it to lOOZ. a- 
year : and when the College offered him the nomination to the living, 
then void, he only so far availed himself of it, as to request the person 
to be nominated should be first approved by his father's friend. 
Dr. Tuckney, the Master of St John's College, and at that time 
Professor of Divinity in Cambridge. His letters to the Master and 

Appendix, page Fellows, and also to Dr. Tuckney, will be found in the Appendix, 
together with a memorandum of the Master and Fellows relative to 
the business. 

Appendix XL The Appendix contains a letter of Sir William Gregory, which, 

P* bidding Sir Edward to the funeral of John, Lord Scudamore, records 

the friendship which existed between these two worthies of Hereford- 
shire, who had taken opposite parts in the Civil Wars. Truly, they 
were among the excellent of the earth. They loved and feared 
God, and left substantial proof of their devotion to His cause, in the 
restoration to the Church of tithes, of which she had been despoiled. 
For the two or three last years of his life he wisely retired from 
public, and, as his father and grandfather before him, died in peace at 

Aaditor'H notes, Bramptou Bryan, 8 Dec. 1700. So exemplary was his virtue, and 
love to his country, that he was called by discerning persons, " ulti- 
mus Anglorum." 

Collins. Sir Edward was twice married: firstly, 26 June, 1654, to Mary, 

daughter of Sir William Button, of Parkgate, in co. Devon, by whom 
he had issue : — 

Letter in BrilHana, wife of William Popham, of Tewkesbury : 

p.^^Sls. **' Martha, wife of Samuel Hutchins, of London, merchant : 

And two Maries, who died young. 

Secondly, to Abigail, daughter of Nathaniel Stephens, of Essing- 
ton, in CO. of Gloucester, (by whom his children were allied to Sir 
Francis Walsingham, §ir Philip Sydney, and the Earl of Essex,) 
and by her had four sons and one daughter : viz. — 
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RobCTt, the Earl (rf* Oxfiml : 

Edward, the AaditxM' cf the Imprest : 

Nathaniel, a merchant, who died at Aleppo : 

Brian, who died young : 

And Abigail, who died unmarried 1726. 

Lad J Frances Yemon Harcoart*s collections contain many letters of 
Sir Exiward, bat none written to his Mother, or during her life-time. 
They were, no doubt, all preserved and treasured up by one who 
loved him so fondly, and must have perished, with many valuables, in 
the ruin of the castle, when a considerable library of MSS. and 
printed books was destroyed. Portraits remain of Thomas Harley, 
Esq., Sir Robert Harley by Oliver, and Sir Edward by Cooper, all 
engraved by Vertue, and published in Collins's Historical Collection ; 
and there is a portrait of the Lady Brilliana Harley still in the pos- 
session of her descendant, Lord Rodney, and now at his scat at 
Berrington, in the county of Hereford. 

In addition to the originals, the Editor has had the use of a com- 
plete transcript of them, made by the Lady Frances Vernon Har- 
court, and illustrated by her own notes; and it would bo unjust to his 
friend and neighbour, the Rev. John Webb, of Tretiro, whoso accu- 
rate knowledge of the history of the times to which these letters 
refer is well known, if he did not here gratefully acknowledge tlie 
ready and valuable advice he has at all times received from him in 
the preparation of this Introduction and the notes which accomfiany 
the Letters. 
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The Character of Sir Robert 

preached at Ht9 FUNERAI., 
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Wc have marched all this day in sable posture : I pray wc may all walk 
in white one day with Jeaus Christ, This present scene of aorron becomes 
ua. As the aire receiTes severall irapressioiia from the superiour bodies, 
she looks lig'htsoine when the heavens shine, and sad again, when they look 
black again upon her ; so, when the celestiall providence shall change her 
couiiteoADce upon us, 'tis our duty to change our aspects. 

Our losse is verj' great, Wp have lost a chiefe man, 
commoD and publick good. The sun of thiii country is e 
Harley gave a great light to these parts. We i 

pitty it should doc any hurt," because we are 
I am sure, I may say, 'tie pitty that good i 
-that brave Sir Robert Harley should e' 
ns ; he was as choyce a piece as our age hath known ; a man that n 
rnriety of men : a man whom hia descent had elevated above the rate of 
ordinary men; nnd a man whose veins free grace had filled with nobler 
blood ; a man of whom I may say, in the words of my text, " Thou art 
greatly beloved." (Page 1 — 3.) 

(Page 97 to the end.) And this leads me now into the discourse of this 

great man and great saint, whose fuiieralls we at this time celebrate. He 

waa a great man by birth ; he wiis a great saint by grace ; and therefore 

greatly beloved. I shall not speak the greatnesse and antiquity of his 

honourable family, although these shiaing adjuucts set him out in bright- 

sesae and splendour to the eye of the world ; yet, because they make not a 

L-Oun greatly beloved in the eye of God, I shall rather speak of those titles 

L«f honour that are not written in dust — those things that did greaten his 

■ greatnesse. 

e hud his humanities, for we are all but men till we are glorified 
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aainU, and tbeo our infirmities as well as sorrows shall be done sway ; as all 
tears shall be wiped from our eyes, so all stains shall be washed from our 
natures. 

My language is not a match for his encellent vertuea. His spirituall 
lineaments and beauties are above my pencill. I want art to draw his pic- 
ture. And though little grate seems much (uay. more than it is,) in a 
great person, yet I think I may safely say that his gracious greatnesse did 
transcend his outward greatnesae. If other saints are candles, he was a 
torch. If others are starres, he was a starre of greater magnitude. He 
made his outward greatnesse but a servant to the exercise of his graces. He 
was a copy for all great men to transcribe in all descending ag«s. He was 
a man of desires : a saint in great letters : famous (I think) throughout the 
land, one where or other, for his graces. To my knowledge eminent minis- 
ters did roost eminently priie him. Sir Robert Harley was a sweet name 
upon their lips. When they spake of him, they would speak with honour 
and delight in liim. 

(I), I have heard himself say, that God (in Hia great mercy) had kept 
him unstained from grosse sins : a great priviledge and favour of Heaven t 
More than many a worthy saint can say, that his life (like a fair sheet of 
paper) should be preserved pure and white from foul blots, and then written 
upon with golden letters of grace. I must tiill you, this is a lovely 
manuscript. 

(2). He was the first that brought the Uospell Into these parts. 7'liis 
country lay under a vaile of darknesse till he began to shine, lie set his 
first choyce upon thai transcendent holy man, Mr. 1 
Ood took him to Heaven, which prevented his 
Providence led him to the knowledge of that 
Mr. Peirson, whose exemplary graces and n 
abroad the country. 

And as God removed godly ministers by death, he continued still a suc- 
cession of them to you. Not onely Brampton Brian, but ye also of Wig- 
more, and ye of Ley nt ward ine, owe your very souls to Sir Robert Hurley, 
who maintained your ministers upon liis own cost, that they might ft-ed you 
with the (iospell of Jesus Christ, 

(3). He wag the pillar of religion among us. How would he ci 
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ance godliiiosge ? His greataesac professing Christ brought profession iim> 
credit, and cast a lustre on it Profession began to grow and spread Jlst^lli' 
luder his shade 

(4). His planting of godly ministers, and then backing them witli liis 
authority, made reUgiou fauious in this little comer of the world. Oil ! 
what comfortable limes had we (through Gods mercy) before the wars I 
How did our publick meetings shine with his exemplary presence in the 
midst of them ! 

(5). He would feed heartily upon the ordiiianees. He can: 
to them, and did afterward digest them into reall nutriment, 
his heart melt under the word, and dissolve into liquid tearx ! 
him thaw and distil) as the weeping trees under the winter sui 

(6). He did deal much in prayer. He would embark n 
till he had sought Uod. He would frait his vessell, hoyse up the 
spread the sailes : (he would not neglect the meanes) yet he would, by 
prayer, beg the winds, and wait the galea of Providence to set bis ship 
a-^iug. 

(7), His house was an bouse of prayer: 'twas the ceuter where the 
BOiols met to seek God. 

(8). He was noble in his hberality to the saints in their wants : tbi'ii- 
necessity was his Dp|)ortunity. 

(9). He was spirited with a keen hatred of sin and prophancnesse. Hi- 
would not, I may say, be could not brook it, in any under his roof. Hf 
would often say, he cared not for tbe service of one that feared not God. 

(10). He was a friend to Gods friends. They that did love God bad 
his love. Gods people were his darlings : they had the cream of his aflec- 
lions. If any poor Christian were crush "d by malice or wrong, whither 
would they fly, but to Sir Robert Barley V 

(II). Agoiue, if at any time he had been angry, he would quickly desire 
to be reconciled ; saying, " We must take heed least the devill come 
between." 

(12). He loved bis children most tenderly ; I think nu man in the world 
curried more of a fathers deamesse in him than he did, yet he would never 
bear wilb any evill in any of his children ; he would often say to them, I 
desire nothing of you but your love, and that you keep from sin. 

CAMR, sOi;, e 
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(13) The soule of his religion was sincerity; he knew no end but to 
serve Go(i and to be saved. I shall, in this place, bring in a notable speech 
of his about a year and a halfe since : when a most eminent minister of 
the land came to visit him, and ask*t him what comfortable evidences he 
had of his salvation ? he answered, ^^ he had nothing to rely upon but Jesus 
Christ, and he knew no religion but sincerity." 

(14). He was a great honourer of Godly ministers; he carried them in 
his bosome ; of all men in the world they sat next his heart, he did hug 
them in his dearest embraces ; I must tell you he was their sanctuary in 
evill times. How oft hath he interposed between them and dangers ! when 
sin full greatnesse did frown upon them, this great man would show himselfe 
upon the stage for them. When Mr. Pierson was questioned before the 
Bishop, Sir Robert Harley was not afraid to appear constantly in his 
defence ; I could tell you that he felt the frowns and displeasures of a near 
relation rather than he would desert that servant of Jesus Christ. W^en 
Dr. Stoughton and Mr. Workman were in trouble. Sir Robert Harley 
accompanied them to the High Commission, which made the Archbishop 
dart frowns upon him. 

(15). He was also a magistrate; and herein (I must tell you) he was 
animated with a most nimble soul of zeal against sin. He was full of 
spirits against all dishonours done to God ; he was a terrour to evill works ; 
he knew no respect of persons in a businesse, wherein God was wronged. 
Among other things, how would he vindicate the Sabbath from contempt ! 
Prophannesse durst not appear upon the face of it By this means the con- 
gregations were frequented on the Lords dayes, and many thousand soules, 
prevented from their sinfull sports, sate imder the droppings of the word. 

(16). He paid a dear devotion of love to the Lords day (that pearle of 
the week). When the licentious sinfulnesse of times cryed it down, how 
often have I heard him plead it up ! with excellency of arguments I and in 
his own practice he rose alwayes earlier upon the Lords day (and dayes of 
humiliation), even to the times of his extreme weaknesse. He rejoyced 
still when the Sabbath came, and was usually more chearfnll that day than 
others, even in his sicknosso. Ho wept much when his servants suffered 
him to sloop on the Lords day later thau ho used, although he had not 
rested all that night. 
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(17). He was one that did swim iloep in the tide of fusting and humilia- 
tion 1 have seldom seen an heart broken upon such a day as his was wont 
to be He was one that did stand in the gap, that did sigh and cry for ttit' 
abominutiuQB done in the land, and for it God set a mark upon his foru- 
head. Though his castle was ruined, yet God set a mark upon him, when 
the naked sword, that tiiesseuger of death, walkt the land, and lookt keen 
upon you ; uiid God set His seal of safety upon his dear Lady. Tliitl nohlc 
Lady and Phcenix of Women dyed in peace : ihongh surrounded with drums 
and noyse of war, yet she took her leave in peace. The sword had no 
force against her, as long as CJod preserved her. He preserved the (ilacc 
where she was. And the Man cloath'd with linnen set a mark also upon 
the forehead of his children ; for when they with the castle were surrendered 
up, God made their enemies lo treat them gently ; he had his jettells sent 
satiily to him hy the hand of Providence. 

(18). He was (I know not how ol\) chosen by his country to the High 
Senate and Court of Parliament, and there (that I may speak within my 
knowledge) he vat a bright and [glorious star in tiiat shining constellation ; 
as some stars are more excelleTit than others, so was he there. He was a 
man of fixed principles ; religion and solid reformation was all the white he 
shot at. He appeared all along for a setled ministery, and the liberall 
maintenance thereof. He procured the ordinance for settling the ministers 
at Hereford ; his coinpasjse, without treitidation or variation, stood con- 
stantly right to tliat pole, the good of his country and gospell, which he 
kept ever in hi« eye. And though his losae were vast in those destroying 
times, yet he laboured Dot for rccnnipence of his private losses, nor receiv'd 
any in the world. 

He was very zealous against Superstition and Heresie, and for Church 
Uoremmetit. When one of the Parliament said to him, " Sir Robert 
Harley, why are yon thus earnest for Presbytery ? you see it is so opposed 
tliat it is in va n to seek to settle il." He replyed, " Let us so much rather 
be earnest for it, tliuugh we gain it by inches ; what wo obtain now with 
mucli difficulty and opposition shall be of use uue day, when there shall no) 
be heard ia mucli aa the sound of a hammer." 

(ID). He could (when ho was put to it) live by faith. In the wars. 
ibeti tbo iti'eam of his estate (which should have maintain'd and wnirid 
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him and his family) was diverted wholly from them, he would say often, 
" Dear children, it may be, God will bring us to want bread ; some say it is 
base to live from hand to mouth, but I am of another mind ; I finde it the 
best way of living, and (which was an high expression) who can be afraid 
V^ of God's providence ? welcome what the Lord sends, if it go well with the 
Church, it is no matter." 

(20). His soul was paved with humble submission to God in hardest 
dispensations. When after the wars he returned into the country and came to 
see with what face Brampton look't, he rode toward his castle gate, and seeing 
the mines, put off his hat, and said, " God hath brought great desolation 
upon this place since 1 saw it ; I desire to say ' the Lord hath given and the 
Lord hath taken, and blessed be the name of the Lord ;' in His good time He 
will raise it up again ; when His house is built, God (I trust) will build 
mine ;" and observe, that he took care to build this house a place of worship, 
I and let his own lie buried still in its wocfuU mines. 

You have had the fair and sumptuous prospect of his life, which stood 
aloft like a beauteous city upon an hill. 

Let us now follow him to his sicknesse, which (you know) confined him 
some years to his chamber ; and here I see the seaven stars, or seaven celes- 
tiall signs, appear in the night of his sicknesse. 

First. The greatest trouble of his sicknesse to him was, that it disabled 
him from enjoying the publick ordinances ; he dearly loved the solenm 
assemblies ; one day in Gods court was better to him than a thousand. 
The want of the publick ordinances was the sicknesse of his sicknesse. 

Secondly. His divine employment. Most of his time (both day and 
night), whilst he was detained in his chamber, was spent in hearing some 
good book, or the Scriptures, read to him ; he used very often to hear the 
17 chapter of St. John and the 8 to the Romans read to him ; and those 
two golden texts in the 8 to the Romans, <* all things work together for 
good to them that love God," and *< He that spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us 
all things ?" he would repeat often, saying, " he knew no such cordialls." 

Thirdly. His victory over Sathan. It pleased God, about two years 
since, to permit Satan to buffet him severall times. Once he lay all night 
and slept not, and he was heard to say often, " Lord, rebuke the tempter ! 
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Lord, give victory ! Lord, be gracioiu !" With these expreBsions he spent 
five or six hours -, in the morning he spake very chearftilly, and said he would 
be laid to sleep ; and having taken quiet rest, he awaked, and said that all 
the sins of his life had been laid before him that night, and those things (he 
aaid) that he had long' forgotten, ho then remembered. He said, the 
lempler had been very busie, " But, blessed be God, I did not sleep untill I 
had made my peace with God, through Jesus Christ." Then he chearfully 
said, a little while after, '^ God may let Satan buflet us for a time, but he 
shall never prevaile." After this tils cheorfulnesse continued without inter- 
ruption. 

Fourthly. His wlllingnesse to die. He was wont to say, many wish to 
live over their lives againe, that they might mend what had been umisse, 
" 1 would not be lo live over my life again, least I should make it worse ; i 
would not for all the world be young again, because I would not be 90 far 
frum Heaven." And he would say to his children, when he had them 
about him, " I have taught you bow to live, and I hope I shall teach you 
how to die." 

Fifthly. His patienc* under his sharp sufferings. His disease was stoue 
and palsie, and they that know these must look for tortures ; yet in his 
sharpe>1 pains and torments he would moUifie them with this consideration, 
— that is beat which God doth. He would often say, the will of the 
Lord be done, above all and in all, for that is best of all ; and he would 
support himselfe under his sharp pains witL this meditation, — Heaven will 
make amends for all ; and sometimes, when aaked how he did, he wouhl 
answer, " poor, but going to Heaven, as fast as I can." His lips (like an 
honeycombe) would drop such sweet expressions as these, " if the Lord 
sec it best for me, that the stone in the bladder should be the way to bring 
me lo Heaven, His will be done : it is better to die of the stone in the 
bladder, than of the stone in the heart." Thus (if you observe) he fed his 
pawnee under the divine hand, with divine arguments. That place of 
Scripture, 1 Cor. 10, 13, " there hath no lemplatinn token you, but such 
as is common lo man; but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that you are able," he did ol\eu mention with joy ; saying, 
it was the first place whereby God gave him comfort ; and some few days be- 
fore his death, when he was in much pain, be said, " blessed be God, who 
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brings this plsce with comfort to me, whereby I had received first joy ;" 
and so re|)eated thosn words, " there is no teinptation," &c.; adding further, 
■■ blisoed be God, blessed be what comes in the name of the Ltird ; Lord, 
be gracious." Thus jou see hia admirable patience. 

Sixthly. His love to the Glory of God, and the Church of God. To joy 
UDiler great afflictions is a hard matter ; water qiiencheth fire, yet his joy 
in that which coocern'd (lod his affliction could nut exttnguisli. He was 
wont to pray constantly since the ruines and desolations of Urampton, that 
God would restore the Gospel bither : and Iwo days before his death he 
I'rjoiiTcd exceedingly, when he was told that this place of publick worship 
was finished. About three days before his death, when be arose and went 
to prayer (as he constantly used to do), though not able to enlarge in 
prayer, because of weaknessc, be prayed for the ruioe of Antichrist, for 
the Churches of God beyond sea, naming Savoy, Switzerland, Germany, 
(Jpon the Gflli of November, th-ough very weak, and under great pains, 
yet he blessed God, for the great mercy of tliat doy to the Church, and the 
nation, and to liimaelf, who was of the Parliament when the Powder Plot 
was blended, and for the many mercies God had vouchsafed him to see 
since I hat lime in the Church and in his own family; for his lady, the 
mother of his chiSdrca, who (he said) was gone lo Heaven before him, 
and for his childrens children ; and for liis hearing, which being lost, (iod 
restored him perfectly. Thus, tlie day before he dyed, he kept a day of 
thanksgiving to God, for all His former mercies. Oh, what spiritual and 
angelical elevation of heart was this! His soul was musical, like the swan; 
he sang before his death : which leads me to another branch. 

Seventhly. His faith and assurance. A godly minister speaking to hitu 
concerning his dissolution ; he sa.id, " What matter is it if my poor cottage 
lie falling here below I I am sure of a fair house upon the lop of yonder 
hill '■ A day or two before his death, the 5 of Job being read to him in 
course, be said, " He that hath been with me lu six troubles will not leave roe 
I in the seventh." And, lastly, having (like good old Jacob) given bis 
blosslng to all hia children that were then nt home, and to his grondchil- 
j dren ; desirmg the Lord to blcssc and snnctific them particularly ; 1 say. 
liaviue done this about an hour before his death, though under extreaiu 
pain, hesud, " Blessed be God for this quiet petce." Thus fail peace with 
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God shined like a candle in his heart, till his lamp of life went out with 
these last words, *' I die, Lord be gracious I" In the flame of these words 
his soule (like the angell of God that appeared to Manoah) ascended, and 
went up to Heaven Thus this glorious saint went up to glory. 

In the best times there were few or none better ; in these declining times 
he hath left almost none like him among us. I pray God to double the 
spirit of deceased Elijah upon his surviving Elisha. The Lord repair the 
mines of this castle, and build up this great family for the glory of His 
name in these parts. 

Before I leave, I cannot but tell you, how God hath taken three brave 
men of late from us. The first upon whom the lot fell was Mr. Richard 
More of Linley, the next was Mr. Humphrey Walcot of Walcot, and now 
it hath fallen upon renowned Sir Robert Harley. I mention them here 
together, because these three were the triangles of our country ; and whilst 
they lived were special friends, and of one heart for God in the concern- 
ments of His Gospcll. And now I have done : onely to put you in mind a 
little of yourselves. You see, you are dying creatures : oh, then I consider 
your later end ! the consideration of our last end should be the exercise of 
our first thoughts : to consider our end, would be the end of our sins, and 
the resurrection of our repentance ; ashes keep fire alive ; so this considera- 
tion, that we are dust and ashes, will keep our graces alive. 

FINIS. 
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P»gev. Barley, famitg of . — The fMnily of Hiirlej i> of very ancient dosoenl j it in Mill Abild»4(rtrni 
■ quntioD whetber il be Ronun, »aioD, or Normnn, l)ul certain); it «iU HtUed in Shrup- ^eiI^j'^V^ 
dura before IheNominn Conquest. »l which time Sir John de Harley wm Lord of Hsrloj '^Pi-j"^'; ^'l- 
Custle. In the obit or legcr book of Pcnhore abbo} [hero u a, commemonLtiao of one of US. PHllEreg Id 
the Harleyi nho defeMed the Dan« al Qoodluek Hill, near thai place, about the yoar i^^^^Ik^^ 
1013. Sir John <le Harley, of Harlof Castle, married Alice, daughter at Sir Titus de 
Leigblon (iij Letitia bin wife, daughter of Hugh le Bruoe), and left Iwue Sir William de !Ur Wllltam 
Harlej, who acoompanied Godfrey da Bullaigno to the Holy tani, 1098, and in honour ""'''■ 
of Bhich be «w made a Knight of St. Bepulchro. Ho nuuriod Katharine, dsughler of 
Sir Jaiper Croft, a knight of that order. He waa buried in the abbey al Perabore, where 
there a a monumenl to him, of which it it to be obeencd," thnt tlie idiield on bis effigies a 
plain, without any arms, according Lo the eualom of most ancient times. "^Collins. In the 
Mvcnth descent from Sir William (24 Edw. I.) the King granlsd to Midcolm de Harley, lUcolmde 
his chftplun and beloied elerk, the marriage of his ward, Margiret, ilaughter and co-heir ''* 
at Br^nn de Brampton, for hit nephew, Ratwrt de Iltrleigh. The descent of the Bryani Bryan de Bnmii- 
B meed from and bejond Mand, daoghter of Sir Willmm de Breos, Lord of Brecon, and {^"j^j^.f^",,'^ '*' 
widnw of Roger Mortimer, Lord o( Wigmore, The issue of this murriago wu Rohort, ^^J™ ^ ""*• 
Bl^an, Walter, and Juan. Roliert uiil Biyan oiarried two iiiiiten, Joan and Eleanor, — Jtobert. 
daughten of Sir Roger Corbet, of Morton, knight, and dividing the inherilanco, the only 
daughter at Robert carried the Castle of Hariey and other Shropiliire property into the 
tamily ot Grendon. Junn married Gitliert de haey. Lord of Castle Ftume, co. Hereford. 
Brampton, Bacton, Bylen, and other lands in Wiggesmoroland, fell to the lot of the second 
son, Biyan, who dlsUngniihed hiuiKltiu the Frencli wars, and wu lliero knighted, and was Dtyno (I), 
recommended by the llUick Prince to hii fiither to he one of llio Knights of the Garter, but 
died before the etection. By his mnrringe he left a run Bryan, and a ihiughter Eleauor, 
mairied to Sir John Broawieh, of Bniuiwich Castle. This Bryan ('2) was governor of Brru (3). 
Uonlgomeiy and DolTercn Castles, which he aucvesafuUy defended against Owan Gllen- 
dower; in memory of which his crest was changed from a buck's bead proper to B lion 
rampant gules, uBuing out of a tower triple-tonered proper. He married Lulda, daugh- 
ter ot Sir Ralph Ljngen, of Stoke Edith, in the county ot Hereford, knight, and left two JUfhsnt, ob. 
sons, Riebard and Jeffeij: the former died unmarried, hut JeiTctj, by his fi nit nuuriage ~^'''"'' 
with Johan ap Harry, hod a daughter, Margaret, who married Hugh WoUey, and by hit 
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ewond marrUgo with Jooe or JtilUn*. daughter of Sir John Burleigh or Durlfy, Iwo udb, 

Jnlig-Bryin, Juhn sud lirjim, anil a daughter, Joiui. Bryan (3} whs killed iu Bnunptoa Bryan, on 

Sir Juhn. Palm Suodaj, by Radnonhire feloiu; and John, engaged in the cause uf the HouH- uf 

York, was knighted on the field at Oaslon, near Tewkesbury: be marriod Joan, dsaghler 

of Sir Richard Hscklujt, of Yetton, bf whom lie left RiehArd, and Alice, married lint Id 

Blchnrd. Richard Moninglon, and wcondlj Ic William Tomkina, of Monington. lUchard noiley 

married Catharine, ilanghtor of Sir Tbomu Voughan, of Tretower Cutie, in the county of 

Brecknock (who« de»Mol La traced from the ancient Briliah prineee of Herebrd, Dreck- 

uovk, and Radnor, previoua to tbo Norman CunqueM, and from the noble hunili(a of ClNn 

John. >•. 1431, nb. and Morthnen, aa also from all the PrinCK of Wales), and had i«ue John, William, tad 

Tlionua, and a daughter, Catharine, mjirried lo Rebeit Hopwood. 

This John Qarlo; aignaliied hioiBelf M s Commamler at Flodden Field (1513), and 

marriod, 11 Henry VIII. (IGlS-'iO). Anne, daughter of Sir Edward Cmft, of Croft CaMlc, 

John— ThHuai— knight, by whom be had iaaue; John, Thnmaii, Rector of Bnuoptnn BrySD, William, 

„.nl!""~ ' Edward, and Margaret married to Thomai Adams, alio Joyce and Elixaheth, who died 

unmarried; and by bis Mcond m«rringo, with Anne, ilaugliter of Sir Ed. Route, of ca. 

Worcester, a dauglilcr Alice, who married Simon Macklew. 

On Ibe 30 March, 1641, John Hurley covoDinted tor UiD nurriftgoof hit nn John, tlien 

a minor, with Maud, daughter of Richiu^ Womeomh, of Hereford, esquire, and afterwards 

co-heinm (with her iiit«r Alice wlio bad married, llnl, William Wigniore of Shobdon, 

• Kntlce oT Sir and secondly. Sir Jomea Croft,* of Croft Cutle, by whom >he hud three son^ Edward, 

Ht"mH^'tg'W •'"'■"i ""^ George; and three daughteia, EteBnar, married to Sir John Srudamon, of 

Tlcirand HlMo- Hnlm Lucy, Gentleman Uilier to Queen Elizobetbi Margnnt, married to WiUiam Rud- 

• Dl. I. ii!«l. hall of Rudhall, nqoire, and Jane, who died unmarried,) of James Wamoomb, who 

I^DUl. isn. ^^ posBcased of the manor of Lugdwardine, and dicots other manom and lands in Iba oui. 

of nereford. She had for her share the manon of Aylton, Pickslqj, and lands at Boden- 

liam, Webton, Oolhcrmet, Leyntalt Starkea, Ellon, and soirnJ bODiieii in Leominnler and 

John.ri.-Thom.s Hertiford. Of this marriage come John, slajn in Ihe French wars, Thomas. William. 

e. and Ricliardi and tl>re« diagbten, Calharine, married Hnl to John Cresset, of Uiitun 

Cresset, and secondlj lo John Cornwall the Baron of Burford; Eliiabeth, married to 

Oil» Nan&n, of Birch (now Uirts) Morton, co. Worceeter; and Jane, married lo Roger 

MiDon, of Treago, in (he eounty of Hereford. 

This Thomas was Ihe lalhor of Sir Roheft. 

The following circnnutance g*«c occaMoa to Sir Robert being bomal Wigmore Caalle: 
■' Thomu Itariey, when married, resided with his {allier at Bmuiplun Bryan, who, 
being a zealous Bouuniit, prevnili^ with his ton to attend a secret mau in tlic mstle. of 
wliiirh bis good wife having inlinulion, came lo the chapel door and ask'l to have her 
'' husliand away, wllb Ihroats, it il wer« dcnyed, to acquainl Quocn Elinbetb. Tliaie- 
npon the doors were opened aud he lc« go to Ms wife, who presailpd upon him lo reuiiive 
lo Wigmiire CasUe, where Robert was soon afterwards born." 

Sir Robert bad expressed a wish (1621) to go and s.'o tlit- army in ilie Nelli.-rla».|>: 
which bis (alher refused in lie following lelWf:— 



hsnl-Csllicr 



eoiilaitliy Ui 



NOTES TO INTEODUCTION. xilU 

Thou. Hiu-st to Sin Raa HAiaer. 

" (tooil Son — At c'reming y lelF to ttj dau'l' at y' desyr loo goe into y' Lowe 
Oounlriu too tee y' noble army Ihnre, iff I wold grilo you leave, wherwith my daut' 
tcqn'led me. my aiuo'cr wu. thnt yoa s'old ncier hnae my c'wnl, nnd if there were a 
□eccHytye of ^iage, I wold be y* man. Alsoe 1 Teceaved from my dnu'ter vpan ThuiwUy 
y* letter tendinge to that pnrpo«e, *'"' 1 dyd reade that day, and the nyghl following did 
oon«der therof, not too Kode a bore letter, but mj Mircuit Ihon HopkiDB, wham I sent 
In H' Pienon that I myght acq'nle hym w" y' letter, and 10 kaowe whether be wold hate 
any thinge to yon,' who verye frealye ofTered lo be the meswnger hymsolfe, w' I doe take 
mod kindlyeatt hi* liandi, whom I haic Inilructed (o dcolo with you lory ffroely. HumaD' 
eat errare, bnl no wywioni to p'tevtre; thereftire, good «inne, letto me p'vayle ue ffarre w* 
you, that no further Bppecbee mays growe hereof, test there thence maye c5 a lyppynge 

ope of them and other occacioni, but rather a ; wherin I know H' Pienon, who 

loveth and honorath you In hi* heart, will sdviw you. Therefore for onoa agayne 
Intreatinge jou will cutae to va «^^ apeofl, w^ wyihe rioe auiaI] e'Forting to us ail, and 
apeeially to my dnuHer. Tbo God bleso you, 

"Y' lovinge and nalurall Ffathor, 

" T, HiRLsr. 
"BrSpt. C«8tel, 23 June, 1(!21." 

In Sir Bubert'n time, Ilarley was occasionally spell Harlow, Ilarlowf, and llarloo. 
Lord Conway writes Harlow, Appendix, p. £14. 
Major Winthrop writes Harlowe. Appendix, p. 233. 
WhKeloeke, in Momurials, wrilea Harlow, Harloe. and Harley. 



Pago ni. ProvuU of Orirl.— "John Totnon, Procter 


IB April, llinTi D.D. 21 Maroh, 


I621j w»i ProToal (ltl21.4J); and pro-Vice-Cliancel 


lor llil2. In his lime the new 


Chapel and Hall wtre built, between 103Mti42, 








Page Tii. Br rejimtnUd i« PaTliim-M.—Kmawg Sii 


: Robert's [Apers is The fuUoH-iiig 


io hit own hand- writing: — 




" COPPIES OF OESEmtE LETIRES VPON N 


EWS OF . PARLiM'. 


"S'T. C, 









nient, «•' it may bee is no uewes to you. To answero yo* many 
mee, I desire to imparl it to you, hoeing newea lo mao, bcaeaching yo 
naem your Toyccs tor tbe linigbta of the parlutuent for this cunnly, 
deliberaM of tlie Httest persons for that ntleDdiin< 
affiiCCion but diicretion. So in hast," 

*• B' Jo. Sc. 

" S', — 1 ondentand woe shall shortly have a pHrlaiiienl. the immediate censoqui 
w°* truth tmon^t n will bee the choyne of knigliti of the riiire. I hoteeoh yi 



bee pleased lo 

hoyoe may not bo made by 



xiiv 
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with il 



baBoeching bim Tr 



tliorefore wsquamE ;o' gnu 

*'' it maj be ii none to jou, I commend jou to o'good God, und reat." 

" 8' R. Hop: 

" S*, — I undenland for newea j' wee ituUl ahortlj bme a pu-lament, V^ I deaire t« 
impart lu >uu, a> to m; trend and loving kiDinum, w">s]l intreadng jiou to rmerve jn' 
TDJCC8 fat the electiuu of the kDights ol lii'u shire tilJ we Bhall meete to dclihcrale and 
rMal>e of the Gtt«it for that lunicD, wberin I desire that nelEhitr bction nor atfection, but 
diacretioD and true understanding, ma} |>a;nt Di out tbs mm. 8u in haat.'' 

" M' Ja. Fo: 

"8', — I haveneweBlhnl j'parlnment will shorlly b* ■ummened.andl pmj that m)" lore 
majr » faro prenjle w'* you to entniiitc jou lo («ier*e ju- vojeca tor electing y knlgliU 
of thia ihire till woe all meet lo adviac of such aa aliall be Ihougbl Hteat for that aerrice. 



"The Home of Cgir 



us kniglit took down tli< 
ta impartially."^ White 



Page ix. Tha mpprimioK of lAt mrpllct, Ae, i-c- 
ordeT,and Sir Hoberl Harlow bad the excpulioa of i 
croHHH, Rod figure* within chun>hei and wilboul. 
eRMa in Cliotpeide, Cliaring Croa, and ether tbe I 
looke, 6 July, Iflil.p. 45. 

Tbia ii certainly incomet aa to time, for in tlie Jour. U. Commoiu we Und (1 Haroh, 
Mi\-%) it " Ordired. That the Com* on Cbeapalde Croaa ahull be revitcd." Agwn, 
" Cbeapaido CroB and otlierrrosHa were loUd dowu." — Wliitelocke, 3 May, 1S43. 

Evelyn aaya, 2 May, 1643, " I went Iroai Wotton to London, wbere I nw the furioiu 
and HaluoB people demoliab ttaat Mately crotu in Cheapiride." 

In the Supplement to the Gent. Mag. 1704, a pUle and notice is given of the demoluh- 
ing of aieapaide Croaa. " S May. 1643, tbe oroaae in Hieapiide wia pulled down ■■ > 
Inope of hon and two compuiiei of fonts wayled to garde, and, at the MI of the top 
crone, dromea beat, trumpet! blew, and multitude* of capea were throwu in tbe ayra, and 
K giealc abonto of people with joy. Tba it Hay, the Alnutnske aayelb, waa the Intention 
of tbe Croaae, and G dny nt night woe the leaden popea burnt in the place wliere it atood, 
with ringing of bella and a great aeobmBtion ; and no hurt dune in all thcao actiona." 

Lilly, in hia ObwriaUone on tbe Life of Cbarle* I. (quoted by Perry In bia Reliqac* of 
Ancient Poetry, in llluatmtion of the boiilad " On the Down&ll of Charing Crom") aaya, 
" Charing Crcea, we know, wa* pulled d«wii 1647, Juno, July, and Auguat. Part of the 
atone* were converted to pave befot* Whileball. I hare won kuifu-baita made of aorao 
of the atones, which, being well poliahed, looked like marble." 

Jour. H Com. 24 Ap. 1643. "Sir Robert Harley, Mr. Wliile, Mr. Corbctl, and 
othera, a Cummillee to receive information from time to lime of any monnmmta of luper- 
•titious idolatry in the abbey church of WcsUninaicr, or the windows thereof, or in >ny 
churab or chapel iu and about Londoo. And tbey have powef to demoliib the tune, 
where any tuch aupentitioua or idoUtron* mouumenu arc informed to be. And Uw 



NOTES TO INTRODUCTION. 



chDRbwardons and other offii 
WKcuUon of Ihu onlar," 

Ibid, e Fob. 1813-4. " Ofhnd, That [t In 
pictura, where Sir Rob. HarJpj hiu the cliiur, 
nirpticea uid other chapel stulf at Wliitehull, ai 
Whitehall, and to report what Ihej nro. They 



B likei 



Into Iheir cnstody the cope* aud 
' the aupenljtiou* piduna Bliout 
iM to KKTch and •lew all the 



pUtD In Sir H. Mildmaj'B cuitodj, and search and view auch other Ihingi In WhIteUiUI 
•■ they ihall think fit. OnUrrd, That the product of goods, copea, and surplices aeiied 
■I Whitehall, and also the pUte in Sir H. Mildmaj's cuitody belonsing to hia M]^aly, be 
employed uid dlipoiiod of to the Lad; Euei. for pajment of arroais to Sir W. Essai, her 
hiuband, who died nt Oictord, and the remainder to Col. Ven, for payment of arruan due 
1(1 Uie garriaon of Windnor." 

Ibid. 17 April, iei4. " JtuoIiKif , That the cheat or aUver vesul in St. Paul'ii shall be 
tHJtd for the heat advantage, and employed Lowardfl providing uetieesorLcs for the artUIeij 
lij the Com* at Qroccre' Hall." 

33 April, 1644. -' Ordtred, That the matcriala informed of bj Sir Kob. Harley be 
forthwith sold by Sir Rob. Harley, vii. the mitre and crosier-stiiff found in 9l, Paul'a 
Church, Liiadon, and the hnss and iron in Hen. VII. Chapel, Weatminster, and the pro- 
ceed! thereof, the nei.'eesary charges deducted, be employed acaording lo the direction of 
the Honse." 

Ihid. S5 April, 1014. " That Sir Rob. Ilsilcy do report on Saturday tlie ordinance 
for dehcing copea, &c. &c," 

" Tile ordinance for taking a\™y altars, levelling ohanoel-lluors rooenlly raiwd, tapcre, 
oandlesticka, basins, erucitliee, crouex, images, and pictures of the Holy Trinity or Virgin 
Maiy, and all other images and pieturea of saints and supontilious inscriptions raipltd, 
iniBgca, pioturea, coata of arras in glass, stono, or otherwise, in any church, chapel, or a 
churchyard, set up or ongroTen for a monument of any king, prince, nobleman, or other 
dead peraou, who bad not oommonly been reported or taken for a saint."- — Neal^ Hist, 
of the Puritans, by Toutmin, vol. iii. p. (tU. 

Page I. Matter of Ihc Mint, .tc.— Joum. U. Com. 6 March, 1612-3. " Ordered, that 
Sir Rob. Hariey ahall have power to give a privy mark tor the piic money in the Mint, 
and tliat he bring iu an ordinance for the rcMtiring of himself to his place in the Mint." 
See other notices in Jcam. H. Com. 3 and 6 May, 1643. 

Self-dim^iff Ordmanet.— The self-denying ordinance concludes thns: '■ Pnnided always, 
and it ia hereby declared that those membors of either home who liud oHiiwa by grant 
from his Majealy before the parliament, and were by his Majesty displaced sitting this 
parliament, and have lince by authority of both houses been reslord. shall not by this 
ordloanni be discharged from tliu said offices or proQta thereof, but ahall enjoy the aame, 
any thing in this ordinance to the contrary thereof nolwithalanding,"^Fsrl. Uist. vol. iii. 
p, SS5. 

The Mastenhip at the Mint, worth l.OIHlf. a-year iu 8ir Rol>urt*a time: in the time of £ 
Sir Isaac Newton it was eonaidered to be worth ttata 1,2001. to 1,100(. a year. 
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Page xi. Piedmont collection, Ac, — The collection for the penecuted Protestants in 
Piedmont, &c. is said to have amounted to 37,097/. 7<. M, ; about 30,000/. was remitted 
in 1655 and the following year : the confusion following the Protector's death prevented 
the clearing of the whole amount till the Convention Parliament at the Restoration, when 
the remainder, 7,000/., was ordered to be paid.'' — Neal*sHist. of the Puritans, by Toulmin, 
vol. iv. p. HI. 

Page xii. TKoe, Froygell.— J oum, H. Com. 17 March, 1642-8. " An ordinance for 
sequestering the rents and profits of the parish-church of St. Margaret's, New Fish Street, 
London, into the hands of certain sequestrators, to the use of Thos. Froysell, M.A., a 
godly, learned, and orthodox divine, who is hereby required and appointed to take care 
for the discharge of the cure of the said place in all the duties thereof, until both houses 
of parliament shall take further order, was read, and by vote upon the question assented 
to, &c." 

Ibid. 25 March, 1643. ** It was ordered, upon the petition of the common councilmen 
and others of y* parish of St. Dunstan^s in the West, that Mr. Thos. Froizell shall preach 
the lecture every Thursday forenoon.** 

** Mr. Froysell of Clun, an ancient divine of extraordinary worth, for judgement, 
moderation, godliness, blameless life, and excellent preaching, who with many others, in 
poverty and sickness, and great suffering, continued to preserve the peace of his con- 
science.** — Calamy's Abridgment of the Life and Times of Baxter, p. 855. 

Recent generation* of the Harleys since the time of Henry VII. — In the curious old 
mansion of Birt's Morton in county Worcester, formerly the seat of Giles Nanfiin, who 
married Elizabeth, the sister of Thomas Harley, and first cousin of Sir John Scudamore 
and William Rudhall, as stated above, there is, along the cornice of a fine old panelled 
room, the arms and names of the following gentlemen, among whom, no doubt, an exten- 
sive cousinship was recognized : 

William Rudhall, of RudhaU, Esq. 

Jhon Blount, of Eye, Esq. 

Y« Lord Copley. 

S' Henry Polle, Knight. 

S' John Scudamore, Knight. 

S' Thos. Throgmorton, Knight. 

S' James Croft, Knight. 

Thomas Cornwall, Esq. 

Baskerville of Erdealey, Esq. 

Thomas Harley, Esq. 

Walter Vaughan of Hergest, Esq. 

Roger Minors, Esq. 

Jhon Bridges, Esq. 

Bromwich of Bromsberro, Esq. 

John Hyett, Gent. 
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ffaetlui/l Iff rrll'in,~RKbAri Hncklu;!, Iho untbor of Engliih Vo;n,geii, NBvlgBlinn, 
■nd DiMOveriini, Load. Ifi9S-99, 1600, 3 vok rolio, and olhcr gpc^rsplilcal worlu, 
■ooording to Wood, wa» of Che family of Hackluyt of Yetton. — Wood'i Athenn-, vol. ii. 



P»gB xn. Pnit of BfT^nrd, ZwmViuter, SSroMftury, or Lvdlotf, tkm TtftnUi/ etta- 
Uititd, itc.— Seo an inteittting nvtice of the earlj hiitorj of Ibe Port-offioe in tbe 
OenllPinan'i Magazine, Aug. 1BS3. p. 153. 

In a tulilu Bpp«DdPd (0 the Description pjid U« of two Arithmetic*! InMnimentii, &c by 
S. Morland (Sit Samoel), Land. 1673, in • notice " concerning lellen whiob may be sent 
ftvin Loodan.'' 

Pagex^i. A mlcmii dag qfprager, Ac. — Numerous ullasiona to Tiuta occur in theso letten 
In Einlier wooka, prinite daya, &c. Sir Robert boepg a sotemo day of pmyer at Stiuiaige 
Lodge, alio a day propantory [o his onteiing on his parliamentary duties. The Elmlnr days 
and monthly parliunentary fasts, the last Wednesday in the month, and special days, were 
Mrictly Dhurrod at Brampton. Instead of the last Wednesday the King, 5 Oct. 1Q43, onlered 
the HBcnnd Friday in each month, la be m ahservBd. The last Wednesday in December, 
ltM4, Billing on ChriatDiuo Dsy, and doubt hsring arisen with the ditlnss whelbur tbttt 
day ■hontd be obserred u a Tut— on [be lOth Dec. it was ordered by the House of 
OommoDa so tu be kejiL Tbe Royalists nude a. chunour againM this u a great impiety 
■nd probnenHa. Tlie parliament — now to a man Preabyterinn— tailing the viewa of the 
Kirk, approred of it. Mr. Edmund Calamy, in hi« sermon before tho House at Lords, on 
that day, sayt, " This day la commonly colled Chrutmas Day, ■ day that liaa hitherto been 
much abused to inperstition and prolaneneai. It is not aurj to say whether the sopenti- 
tioa has been greater or Ibe profiuicness. I bate known some that have preferred 
Christmas Day before the Lord's Day — some that would be sure to receive the Sacrament 
on Christmas Day, though they did not receive it all the year after— some tliought, 
though they did not play at cards all the year, yet Ibej mail play at Chrislnuui thereby, 
it seenu, to keep in memory the birth of ChiisL This and much more hod been tlie 
piDfonenesB of this feast— and truly I think the inpenCition and profanenens at tbe day is 
■o rooted into it — IhaC there is na way Co reform it, hat by dealing with ItasHeieklah did 
with ^le fiiaien serpent. This year, Qod, hy His providence, has buried this ftiitt in a 
fail, and I hope it will never rise agBio. You have sent out, right honorable, a strict order 
Ibr keepng this day, and yoa are here to-day to observe your own order, and I hope you 
will do It strictly. The neoesailiee of the times am great — never more need of prajcr and 
hating— the Lord give us giaoe to be humbled in this day of humilialion tor all our own 
and England's sins, and especially fur the old superstition and profoneneis of this teaat.'' 
—Neat's Hist, of the Purituu, by Toulmio, vol. iii. p. 156. 

In the litter from Lord Westmorland to Edward Horleyin the Appendin, p, 215, there 
is, in a Latin Epigmm, an allusion to this keeping of Christma* Day as a fast — fixing Ibe 
year of that undated letter to be 1614. 

On the mnnlbly f"" days, the business of the House of CommoDs was usually voting 
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thanks to the preachers for the great pains taken in their sermons, requesting the 
preachers to print the same, and nominating two other preachers for the next fast day. 
After the calling of the Assembly of Divines, they were usually, if not always, selected 
from that body. 

Soon after the death of the King, the ordinance for keeping the monthly fast was 
repealed and occasional ones substituted ; for which this reason is assigned : '* That such 
times of extraordinary duties of worship are apt to degenerate into mere formality and 
customary observances." 

In the Register of Brampton Bryan is the following : — 

" Memoi-andum, That whereas Dame Brilliana Harley is lycenset by Thomas Pierson, 
Rector of this parish of Brampton Bryan, to eate flesh on fast days, in reason of her greate 
weakness, w^^ licence was made the first day of the month, and for that her greate weak- 
ness does yet continue, the continuence of the seyd licence according to the 

statute of Elizabeth, till it shall please God to render her 

'* Thomas x Piebson. 

« March 14, 1632." the mark of 

A similar notice occurs in the Register of Sellack, in the county of Hereford : — 
'* 1632, y" 16th Nov. Mem. That upon the day and year above written, a license was 
granted by Richard Prichard, Vicar of Sellack, unto John Viscount Scudamore, hia 
Lady, and their sonne, in respect of manifest sickness and infirmityes, to eat flesh upon 
dayes prohibited, during the time of their sickness and infirmityes. Registered in the 
sight of Walter Holland, one of the churchv^ardens, 22 Nov. 1632.'' 

Page xvii. Pierson objected not to the Liturgy ^ hut tcrupled the use of tfce surplice f <fcc. — 
" Mr. Pierson 's scruples, expressed in his own hand, as follow : — 

^ Grounds of Reasons against the Ceremonies. 

*' 1. I desire to see good warrant for a proper ministering garment under the Gospell. 

"2. How a proper massing garment can be decent for Christ's members of the Gospel, 
or his service. 

'* 3. Good warrant for y* use of significant ceremonies in God's service such as ours be. 

'* 4. Whether these, being idolatries in Rome, should not be rejected as idolathytes out 
of God's service." — MS. Acct of Rectors of Brampton Bryan in Harl. MSS. Brit. Mus. 

Page xviii. Stanley Gower, — Jour. H. C. (1 Nov. 1643) directs that Stanley Gower 
do preach on the next Lord's Day at St. Margaret's, Westminster^being Gunpowder 
Treason-day. 

Page xix. Plunder and villanous usage then the practice qf the Cavaliers^ <fec. — 
" Divers of Worcestershire, under Mr. Dingley, declared for the Parliament, and com- 
plained of the insolencies and injuries by the garrison of Worcester." Whitelocke gives 
a specimen of this, but of a later date, 25 Nov. 1645 : A copy of a warrant from Col. 
Bard, the Governor of Worcester, to the constables for contributions was sent up, wherein 
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«Mre tbsu eipraHtang : " Know that unlea you bring unto me, it a da; and houru, in 
WaneMvr, tlie monthlj contribution for six montbB, you are to expect an nnaiinctifyeii 
troop of hone unong yoa, bom whence if jou bide jouneivH ihoy ihall fire your houKi 
irithout mercy, hang up your boilia wherever the; Bnd them, and scare your ghosta," 
ftc— P. 188. 

Dr. Ifadaniil irr^Af.— Nathaniel Wright, M.A. of Cambridge, loolt the degree of 
Doctor at Phyuc at Bonrgea, in France, and was incorporatod at Oiford, 30 May, 1638. 
Vood U3» be WBB afterwards " Phyaiaian to O. Cromwell, when he wu sick in Scot- 
land. "—Woodlg F«H. vol. L p. S03. 

Th4 liegi commtnad so tke 25 Sept. 1643. — Thia hikppening on a Tueklay, the itay 
before tbo monthly ful, wu kept aa a epecial day of prayer and Bupplication nt 



<t Sir Robert and Lady BHlliana 



Pago XX. Ladv BriUiana't ehiUren. — The i 
Barley:— 

1. Edward, afterwards noticed, page xxviii, 

S. Robert, knighted, nuuried S Feb. 1670, E^dith, daughter of Pembnigge, 

esquire, widowofM^orHinlc.n,bulleft no iamei horied at Brampton B170U, 18 Nov. 
1873. 

3. Thomas, of Kinshun Court, by Abigail, di.ugbter of Sir Riobard SalCinMoll, knight, 
had four Kins, who ditid inuclen. 

t. Brillisna, wife of Jamea Stanley, second son of Sir Robert Stanley, knight, who was 
aeeood son of the Earl of Derby. 

5. Dorothy, wife of William Milohell, of cc. Norfolk. 

6. and 7. Margaret and EliHibctli, ffho died unmarried. — Collina, lol. ir. SSS, 

Dr. ITitttMoi..— John Wilkinson wu Principal of Magdalene HaU from 160fi to 18«, 
when he fled bom Oaford—to whirh he was reslored lM6~and become President of 
Magdalene College in 1613i he look his D.D. in 1613. Tho Hall nourished under his 
govemnieul, and that of hia nephew Henry Wiikinson. to the Reetontion; and was the 
chief tchool of ParilBniam iu Oxford. Wood speaks disparagingly of bim, and says, " he 
published nothing."— Fasti, voi. i. p. 354 ; and again " contrasts the liberal conduct of 
John Oliver, Preaideni of Magdalene College, wbo had been displaced 1648, but restored 
1660, with that of Dn. Wilkinson and Goodwyn, who bad been Ibruit into hia office by 
tbo Parliament and Oliver, tor their sainlehip, and ml to the blnaed cause, and gave not 
a farthing, but raked and scraped up all that (hey could get thence, aa the rest of the 
saints did in the univemity."— Wood's Albenoj, vol. ii. p. 30O. 



" SiB Robe 



r Harlet to Ed. H. 



" Ned Barley ,— I thank yon I 
y' you ma; alwaiea thanke mco I 
diqMxed you in y' university, an 
Tlgilent government of y* Prii 



moke imprMsion in yon of y" good in W^ he mi 
CAUD. 80C. g 



Ictlen. and ilcsier so to carry y' buisinesa with you 

ino, and now y' y* Lord hath iu Hi) good proTidence 

th so worth; a tutor as is M' Perkins, and under y' 

ipall Do' Wilkinson, whose holy example letl everyday 

You mnal consider ;' y' end is to gell 



1 
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InUrgenwat of knowloclg in y uiiileretsndmgo cbiofl)' a( Ood in ChriBt, w°^ a lib 
eternull, then dtmorraJl ■cianoc, v/'* will not onl; euricbe y' mind liutioltof jo' canvnvL- 
(ion aniongBl men, lU Bhaddowi do •omo pictunw, lo }* workcman'^ grnlor rani'enitatiatl. 
FjTBt Ihcn take }' viae mar'* eounnell to remember j^ Creator in j* dnycs of y" youth, 
to ln>e Hjm ;* made yon oben juu «ere not. and redeemed you witb y* preolunM blood 
of Hisdeare Sonoa wben you wore lost, W" you mtut flndo to be (roin avunecouvenatian, 
and lo™ will leach you y* feare of y' Lord, end y" y' bDginoin)(e of witdome, w''' not 
only makei one man dider from anolb«r, w rewoti dolU man troai a beatt, but ^reth tite 
to bym y* bath it; and it will giie you au eleiatioa aboioy* bue wsyes wberein many 
young men wsIIdw; and I tearo y* univenltiea do loo muoh ubound wilb tuch plggei. 
btm w"" J" prc«r(Blive romt lie daily prayer for Uod's blesringo on y' owne and j' 
enduToara of y' loving and gmeiouae- tutor, whose careiuid ch>unae1t§ if you auawerwitb 
diligence and oliedience you will allsoc tny eipeclaliun, with tto little comfortei «o, with 
my oooalant prayen for y* biasings of our beavonly Father upon you, I send you y' 
M»slng of y' Inviug &tber, So. Harlei. 

" Bmmpton Castle, 1!)" Sbris, IBSS.- 



Page mi. Edward ffarfcy, Captain iff a troop of horn, rfr.^our. U, Com, 13 Nov. 
Ifl*3. '^Ordertd, Thol tbe men railed under the command of Col, Harley ihall be fortb- 
wllh sent to Plymouth by sea, paK raised by imprcM. Tbe Cunimlttee of the West to take 
eare for tbe raising of these men." 

21 Aug. 18*8. " Letter from Salop, that Sir Henry Lyngen, willi a party of hoi», 
look SO of Col. Barley's men; and, about two days alXa. a party of Col. Harley and Col. 
Uorton'i men met with Sir Hen. Lyng«ii'i men about Itadnor, regained all the men, 
bone, and prisonen, took Sir Hen. Lyngen and Col. Croft and many oth^is of tbe King's 
eonimandeni priflonen, slew divers of the party, and routed tbe rest. "^^Whiteloeke, p- 32.^. 

In llie Auditor's notes there is an slluuan to tlio barbanini treatmeut Colonel Kdward 
Harley reueived from Sir Herliart Croft and other deputy lieutenants, in sending part of 
( troop of bursa to seite a pair of pistols given bim by Lord Vers as a memorial, those 
baing the pbloU with ivhicb ho charged at lbs battle nf Nowpoit. 

lanccl uf H'igmore 



" Here lyeth, in bopo uf a glorioui reaurrvFlion unlo lite etomall.tho lioly of that holy, 
reverend, and learned divine. Mr. Alexander Clogie, who departed this life 24 Ool. lOBS. 
aged 81. Minister uf Wigmore Ti\ yeikn." 

He was the author of a Sermon, " Vox Corri ; or, Tbe Vmoe of a ttaven tliat thrice 
•poke these Words distinctly: 'Look into Cblowaos the 3nl, IGlh.' The Tait iUelf 
looked into and openeil in a Si^nnon pmacbed at Wigmore, in the County of Herefunli 
tu which is added, * Serious Addr^sea to the Peopl* uf tills Kingdom.' shuHing Ilia use 
«» ought to make of this Voice from Ueaven. Loud. lilVt." 
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Ilwra b B MS. Lire of Bishop Uedell in the Hari. MS9. in the BriL. Miu. luppauit L; 
Arcbdeacan Hone to be the MS. which Biahop Burnet uade lue of in the oompiliition of 
his Life of Bedell, wbidi vat pulilbhed In 1685; for this reiuan, the writer nppeare lu 
idantiiy himeelf with A.C. miuiMsr of Cavan, and Burnet's ■□thoritjr (jme Prubce, page li) 
wu Mr. Ciogj, mioiater otCnvau, "a wonhii und lesrncd divine," and an liatinj; lived In 
the biahop 'i house, and thared hie Iroublt-e up to tbo time of hia death, 1612. Id a letter 
of the Biahop at Mcatii, dated Dec. 14, 1(1^5, fuDod uoongirt Hr. BojIe'B Corrcapondence, 
■■ a Life of Bedell ia mealionod klei; published bj one Clog;, who la Boniewhere beneSoed 
in England, if he be alive, and oa having married the hUhop'a daughter/' Majr not thia 
Mr. Ology, — A. C. <Miul«ter of Cavan) be Alexander Clogie, Minister of Wigmore 
trma 164T to 1698 ? Stanley doner, Iho Rector «f Bromplan Bi^an, hod been ehapluu 
to Archbiihop Uaber, and to bim Mr. Clogy ar hia Gunily might hale lH>en known; 
and it i* not at all improbable thai, aeeking a-n bbjIodi in England, ai ho did, bi? 
might have found a &iend in Mr. Gower, whii^li may have led lo hia being fiaed at Wig- 
moTQ' There appears to he an inaccnracjr in the Dlahop of Meatb^ letter n<it nolioed bj 
AiDbdeaeon Hana, fur it ia Ibeni aald that Clogy hod mnrriod tlie biihnp'a daughteri bat 
in the Life of the Bishop it is said, " of hia /our children, two died in iuruac]', tlie other 
two, being una, grew up to man'aealale.audnunirDd their parents." — Arvbdeocon Hone'a 
Lives— Bishop Bedell, vol. IL pp. 211. 218—257. 

Ur. aogle's marriage witli Susannah Netmea at Lndlow, 11 Dec. 1665, is noted in 
the B^iitter of Wjgnaore. Among his children waa a daughter named Bnlilana, after the 
Udf Brillianit Hsriey. 

Page xiiv. Or. Herbert CVq/1, Biiiop n/ Henjord See an Interuatiiig account ot bim 

in Wood's AlheniB, vol, ii. p. 30U— 318. In 16S8, he puLliahed a iJiurt diatiourso uoii- 
eeming tlie reading hia Mojestii's late DecUratiun in churclies. This pamphlet eoniiiig 
into the honchi nf a cortain courtier, he communicBled it to the King, who, upon perusal, 
commanded so much as concerned the reading of the Dechiralion (which was far the 
indulging of conacienna,) lo bo printed, but auppmaed all that he said against taking oif 
the T(«t and penal law. 

Page Kivi. Sir Edaard BarUs, QotifMr iff IFofTiuter.- When Governor of Worotator. 
" A p&rt; listing brought into the cit} the plunder of horKi and other things. Sir Edward 
ordered all that could be seized to be restored, encept a blaaphemous Image of the HcAy 
Trinit;, which (having been first shewn to the Biahop,) he ordered lo be broken in piewa 
In the open atreel." — Auditor's Notes. 
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hi NOTES TO INTRODUCTION. 

he wu HliiCtijd u one of tho Aaumtil; of Divine*; 
posing tba Watiuinitcr Confccsion and Cslecbian, uid 
the eipoution of the Conunandincnti In the Lirgcr ca^ 
■ubacribing to awesring to the confeuion, &c. act out I 
dsMrving of notice and commonilation ai the instancei 
principles of religioua libertj wore «o few and rare i 
Matter of his CoUego; and Id 16G3 Mastor of St. Job 
was named one of " the Trjerej " and on the death of Dr. Am 
Profewar of DitiDitf. He «u one of the Pr« 
Savoy conference, nhere ho received a Hoytl lette 

■uperaedMi from his publio employmeats, wilb the promise of 100/. a-jear for lift) out of 
b'n iDDceaaur's income, which nas puactuall; pud. Calun; uys, " he left bebind him 
the character of an eminent!; pioiu and teamed man, a true hiend, an indetlitigable 
Btudunt, a candid disputant, and an eanieit promoter of Irath and godlineaL" Hit 
modeaC; wu as diiiingui^ed as his learning, and be a said to have riiewn more courage 
in niaintiinitig Uia righta and priTilegaa of the univoTBltj in those lawless limee than an; 
of the headi at Cambridge. He preeided over St. John's with great prndenco and ability, 
and that college had never aouriibed more than under his rule. In tho etecUDns, when 
the preaidont, aocording to Ihe language and ipiril of the timet, would call upon him to 
have regard to the godlj, hia answer waa, " no one abonld hue a greBlet regard to the 
trul; godly than himself, but he was determined to choose none but sebolan; adding, 
very Iruly, " Ihej may deceive me in their godlincM, but they cannot in their scholanbip." 
He pablisfaed in bis lifetime some ama)! pieces, a* " Death disarmed, or the Grave 
■wallowed up in Victoiy. ISM;" "Balm of Oiiead for the Wounds of England, applyed 
in a Bernion, 1654;" "A good day well improved, in S SertnODS, 1868." After hia 
death, were publisbed Pony Sermons of his, preached on several occasient; also hi* 
" PrtelecLionea Tbcologicv," containing all his theological lectnrea and exeKiMB white be 
continued in his public employments In tho untvenity : and in IT53, Dr. Samuel 
Sailer, Prebendary of Norwich, published a correspondence between Dr. Tu(4ney and 
Dr. Benjamin Whicbcote, on moral and Interesting subjecli. — Neal's Hist, of the Puri- 
tans, vol. ill. p. lis, vol. iv, p. GGSi Dyer's Hirt. of Cambridge) and BaalerS life, by 
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1625—1643. 

I. 

To my dcare husband S' Robart Harlcy, Kinght of the Bathe. 

S** — Docter Barker has put my sister into a cours of lentell fisek, 
which I hope by God^s bllsing will doo her much good. My sister 
giues you thankes for seending him to her. I pray you remember 
that I recken the days you are away; and I hope you are nowe 
well at Heariford, wheare it may be, this letter will put you in minde 
of me, and let you knowe, all your frinds heare are well ; and all 
the nwes I can seend you is, that my Lo. Brooke is nowe at Beae- 
thams Court My hope is to see you heare this day scnet, or 
to-morrowe senet, and I pray God giue vs a happy meeting, and 
prcsarfe you safe ; whicli will be the great comfort of 

Your most true affectionat wife, Brilliana Harley. 

Bagly: the 30 of Sep, 1625. 

II. 

To my deare housband S' Robart Harley, Knight, in Blackfriers, 

at my Lo. Lewsons howcs. 

Deare S^ — I thanke you for your letter which you sent me from 
Tuddington : which gaue me satisfaction of your being well, so fare 
on your journey : which ascurance of your health is the beest nwes 

camd. soc. b 
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I can hcare, except tliat of your comeing home. I emestly desire 
to lieare howe you came to Loundon ; and doo thinke your men stay 
longe : but I lioixj they will bringe me good nwes of you, and then 
I shall be well i)leased. Ned, I thanke God, is very well, and you 
will beleeve me, if I say he looses non of his grandfather loue, whoo 
is better than you leeft him. And no more to you at this time; but 
I beceache the Allmighty presarue you, and giue you happy meeting 
with 

Your most faithfull affectionat wife, Brilliana Harley. 

Brampton, the lO/A of Phe. 1625. 

III. 

To my deare housband S' Robart Ilarley, Knight. 

S*" — I thanke you for sending me word, I may hope to see you at 
Easter, which time will be much longed for by me. I hope the par- 
lament has spent as much time as will satisfy them in dooing nothing : 
so that nowe some good frute of theare meeting will be brought to 
ripnes, which is the effect of our prayers. This day I deleverd the 
jEIOO to my father: which he has payed to Mr. Davis: that mony 
that was wanting of it, was made vp with the JB50 pounde Mr. 
Lacy payed for wood. The payling of the nwe parke is made an 
end of. Yesterday your company only was at Heariford, to shewe 
what they had lemed, whear Sr. Jhon Skidemore and Mr. Vahan 
weare judges ; and so they meane to be of the reest of the companis, 
and they haue apointed teen of your company to leame the vse of 
theiare armcs and so to teache the reest This last night I not being 
very well, made me seend this day for the midwife, which I thinke 
I should haue defered to longe. I asure myself I haue your prayers, 
bccaus you haue so great a part of mine : and I blls God that you 
injoy your health, which I beeg of you to take care of. I thanke 
God, Ned is well, and I beeg your bllsing for him : and I pray God 
preserue you well and giue you a happy and speedy meeting with 
Your most faithful affectionat wife, Brilliana Harley. 
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I pray you present my humbell duty to my father, and my lady. 
My cosen Thomkins remembers her loue to you. 
Bromptofii the 17 of Mar, 1625. 

IV. 
To my deare husband S' Robert Harley. 

Deare S** — Your two leters, on from Hearifort and the other 
from Gloster, weare uery wellcome to me : and if you knwe howe 
gladly I reseaue your leters, I beleeue you would neeuer let any 
opertunity pase. I hope your cloche did you saruis betwne Gloster 
and my brother Brays, for with vs it was a very rainy day, but this 
day has bine very dry and warme, and so I hope it was with you ; 
and to-morowe I hope you will be well at your joumis end, wheare 
I wisch my self to bide you wellcome home. You see howe my 
thoughts goo with you : and as you haue many of mine, so let me 
haue some of yours. Beleeue me, I thinke I neuer miste you more 
then nowe I doo, or ells I haue forgoot what is past I thanke 
God, Ned and Robin are well ; and Ned askes every day wheare you 
are, and he says you will come to-morowe. My father is well, but 
goos not abrode, becaus of his fiseke. I haue sent you vp a lite! I 
hamper, in which is the box with the ryteings and boouckes you 
bide me send vp, with the other things, sowed up in a clothe, in the 
botome of the hamper, I haue sent you a partriche pye, which has 
the two pea chikeins in it, and a litell runlet of mcathe, that which 
I toold you I made for my father. I thinke within this muthe, it 
will be very good drinke. I sende it vp nowe becaus I thinke carage 
when it is ready to drincke dous it hurt ; thearefore, and please you to 
let it rest and then taste it ; if it be good, I pray you let my father 
haue it, because he spake to me for such meathe. I will nowe bide 
you god night, for it is past a leauen a cloke. I pray God presaruo 
you and giue you good sugsess in all your biusnes, and a speady and 
happy meeting. 

Your most faithfull afiectinat wife, Brilliana Harley. 



\ 
\ 
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I must beeg your bllsing for Ned and Rob. and present you with 
Neds liumbell duty. 
Bromton^ the 5 of October, 1627. 

V. 

To my deare husband S' Robert Harley, Knight. 

My deare S*^ — I ame glad of this opertuenity to present you 
with the remembranc of my deare loue. I hope you came well to 
Bristo; and I much longe to heare from you, but more a 
thousand times to see you, which I presume you will not beleeue, 
becaus you cannot poscibiUy measure my loue. I thanke God your 
father is well, and so are your three soons. Ned presents his hum- 
bell duty to you, and I beeg your bllsing for them all ; and I pray 
God giue you a happy and speady meeting witli 

Your most affectinat wife. Brill. Harley. 

If I thought it would hasten your comeing home, I would intreat 
you to doo soo. 

I pray you remember me to Mr. Pirson. I thanke God all at his 
howes are well. 
Bromton, the 7th, 1628. 

VL 

To mj deare husband S' Robert Harley, Knight. 

My deare S** — I thanke you for your letter, which I reseaued 
this weake by the carrier, and I thanke God for my father's health. 
I trust in our good God, in his owne good time, he will giue a happy 
end to your biusness. I haue rwitten a letter to my father, which 
I send you heare inclosed. If you thinke it will not displeas him, 
and it may any thinge at all seet forward your biusnes, I pray you 
deleuer it to him. If you do deleuer it to my father, I pray you 
scale it first Alias ! my deare S"", I knowe you doo not to tlie 
1 on halfe of my desires, desire to see me, that loues you more then 
. any earthly thinge. I should be glad if you would but rwite me 
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word, when I should hope to see you. Need has bine euer sence 
Sunday trubled with the rume in his fase very much. ****** 
The swelling of his face made him very dull ; but nowe, I thanke God, 
he is better, and begins to be merry. He inquires for Jhon Walls 
comeing downe : for he thinkes he will bringe him a letter. I must 
desire you to send me downe a litteU Bibell for him. He would not 
let me be in peace, tell I promised him to send for on. He begings nowe 
to delight in reading: and that is the booke I would haue him 
place liis delight in. Tom has still a greate coold ; but he is not, I 
thanke God, sike with it Brill and Robin, I thanke God, are well ; 
and Brill has two teethe. Ned presents his humble duty to you, 
and I beeg your bllsing for them all : and I beceach the Allmighty 
to prosper you in all you doo, and to giue you a happy meeting with 
Your most faithfull afFectinat wife, Brilliana Hakley. 

I pray you, S*", send downe no silke grogram. I hope you haue 
reseuefed the siluer candell-stike. 

Your father, I thanke God, is much better than he was. I pray 
you, S"*, present my beest loue to my sister Wacke. 
Desem 4, 1G29. 

VII. 

To my dearc husband S' Robert Harley, Knight, at his howes in 

Alldermanberj. 

My dearest S*" — Your men came to Bromton on thursday last 
I thanke God that you haue your halth. I hope the Lord will 
giue vs bothe faith to waitc vpon him ; and I trust that in his 
mercy he will give a good end to your biusnes. It pleases God 
that I continue ill with my coold, but it is, as they say, a nwc dis- 
ceas : it trubelles me much, more becaus of my being with childe ; 
but I hope the Lord will deale in mercy with me ; and, deare S', 
let me haue your prayers, for I haue need of them. Docter Barker 
is nowe with me. I thanke God the childcren are all well, and 
Need and Robinc are very glad of theire boose, and Ned is much 
discontendcd that you come not downe. I beeg your bllssing for 
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them all, beceachiug the Allniighty to prumrue you, and lo yiue 
you a joyefnll and happy nieetiug with your 

Most t'aitlifoll aftectinat wife, Bril. Harley. 

I pray present my bumboll duty to my fatlier. This Jay thcaro 
came a man tixmi Ragley to feetche my cosen Hunkes to her mother, 
whoo is very sike, 
Bromton, the 8 of Mag, 1630. 



For m; defkre biiBbaod S' Robert llurlej, Knight. 
My deare S' — I pray you reseaue my thankcs for your letter by 
my cosen Pria, and by the carrier ; tliey wearu both very wellcomc 
to me, wliich I thinke you bclecue, tor in part you know howe dearc 
you arc to me. I ame very glad that my brother Kaphe is cuuie to 
Loundouii; I hope he is nowe well, I pray you to giue him 
coiuiBell what to doo. I desire from my hoole hart that he may 
grow in the feare of God, and then he will be happy. Pinner shall 
send some woole to Lemster. I haue heare inclosed sent you the 
aquittancc of the pursevant, by which you may knowe his name. I 
doo biles my good God, that you haue had so a good an end about 
the presentation of Bromton. I thinke you haue dotm a very good 
worke, in rccommendmg Mary Wood to my Lady Veere, to home 
I hope shee will doo acccptabcle sarvis. I am toold of a genteJI- 
woman by Docter Barker. She was bread with my old Lady 
Manering. She, they say, is religious and discreet, and very bam- 
some in dooing of any thinge ; her name is Buckle, a Shar]»heare 
woman : if you like of it, I would thtnko of liaueing of her ; for I 
haue no body aboote me, of any judgment, to doo any lliinga My 
heate continuoing, I sent to Docter Barker to come and see me let 
hloud ; he came on thursday night, and yesterday morning I sent 
fore a curgen at Bischops Castell, that let Mrs. Wallcot lilod, and he 
pricke my arme twis, but it would not blled ; and 1 would not try 
tlie third time. I hope the Lord will derect ma what to doo: and 
for gooing ubrode I will cndeuor to doo it ns eoune as it shall pJens 
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God to inabell me. It is a word of comfort which you rwit me, 
that you hope shortly to send for your horsess. I beceache the Lord 
to giue you a good and happy end to all your biusness. I thanke 
God all the chillderen are well, and so is Ned Smith. Ned and his 
brother present theaire humbell dutis to you ; and I begg your 
bllesing for them all, and your loue and prayers for my self. I 
beceach tlie Lord to giue you a speady and happy meeting with 
Your most aftectinat wife for ever, Brilliana Harley. 

Mr. Littell, I thanke God, is well, and abell to goo a littell abrode. 

I thanke you for my very fine wascott : by this carrier is sent vp 
the clocke and dublet and houses you sent for. 
May the 18, 1633. 



IX. 
To my deare sonne M' Edward Harley. 

Good Need — I hope thease lines will finde you well at Oxford. I 
longe to reseaue the ashurance of your comeing well to your 
ioumyes end. We haue had faire weather sence you went, and I 
hope it was so with you, which made it more pleaseing to me. You 
are now in a place of more varietyes then when you weare at home ; 
thearefore take heede it take not vp your thoughtes so much as to 
neglect that constant saruis you owe to your God. When I lined 
abroode, I tasted something of thos willes: thearefore I may the 
more experimentally giue you wameing. Remember me to your 
tutor, in home I hope you will finde dayly more and more cause to 
love and respect I thanke God my coolde is something better then 
when you left me. I pray God biles you, and giue you of those 
saueing grasess which will make you happy heare and for ever 
heareafter. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

OcL 25, 1638. 
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X. 

To my deare sonne M' Edward Harlej. 

Good Need — I was dublly glad to rcseaue your letter, bothe for 
the asshiireanc of your comeing weell to Oxford, and that I reseued 
it by your fathers hand, whoo, I thanke God, came well home yes- 
terday, aboute foore a cloke. I am glad you like Oxford ; it is true 
it is to be liked, and happy are we, when we like both places and 
condistions that we must be in. If we could be so wise, we should 
finde much more swetness in our lifes then we do : for sartainely 
theare is some good in all condistions (but that of sinn), if we had 
the arte to distract the sweet and leaue the rest Nowe I emestly 
desire you may haue that wisdome, that from all the flowers of 
leameing you may drawe the hunny and leaufe the rest I am glad 
you finde any that are good, wheare you are. I belleue that theare 
vj are but feawe nobellmens sonne in Oxford ; for now, for the most 
part, they send theaire sonnes into France, when they are very yonge, 
theaire to be breed. Send me word wheather my brother Bray doo 
send to you, and wheather S^ Robert Tracy did come to see you, for 
he toold your fatlier he would ; and let me knowe howe sheawes you 
any kindenes, when you haue a fitte opertuenity. Comend my 
saruis to Mrs. Willkeson and tell her I thanke her, for her fauor to 
you. I may well say, you are my well-beloved chilld ; thearefore I 
cane not but tell you I mise you. I thanke God I am somethinge 
better with my cxx)ld then I was ; your brother Robine has had no 
fite sence the Munday before you went away; the rest of your 
sisters and brother, I thanke God, are well. Remember me to your 
tutor. If you would haue any thinge, let me knowe it Bee not for- 
getfuU to rwit to me ; and the Lord in mercy biles you, both with 
grase in your soule and the good things of this life. 

Your most affectinat mother till death, Brilliana Harley. 

Be carefiill to keepe the Sabath. 
Nov, 2, 1638. 
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XI. 

To my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley, in Magdeline Ilalle 

in Oxford. 

Good Ned — I beceach the Lord to biles you with those clioys 
bllesings of his Spirit, which none but his deare ellect arc partakers 
of; that so you may taste that sweetness in Gods saruis which 
indeed is in it: but the men of this world can not perseaue it 
Thinke it not strange, if I tell you, I think it longe sence I hard 
from you ; but my hope is that you are well, and my prayers are 
that you may be so. As you say you haue founde your tutor 
kinde and carefull of you, so I hojxj he will be still. If you wante 
any tliinge, let me knowe it On Saterday last I hard from your 
aunte Pelham : slice and all hers are well. I beleeue vou haue all 
the inteligencc of the Queue mothers arriuall and entertainement, 
thearefore I will omitc it Your father, I thanke God, is well ; and 
for mesolf, I haue not yet shaked off my coold. Your brother 
Roberd by Gods mercy to liim has bine yet free from his fitts, 
and goos to scoule carefully ; and I hope he is now so wise to see 
his stubborneness was not the way to gaine any thinge but re- 
proufe, I purj)os, if pleas God, to send the next weeke to see you. 
Your father prays God to biles you. Remember me to yoiu' tutor, 
and I beceach the Lord to keope you from all euil. I haue sent 
you some juce of licorich, which you may keejxi to make vse of, 
if you should haue a coold. So I rest, 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Bromtm, Nove. 13, 1()38. 

XII. 
To my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

Good Need — This day I rescued a letter from you, hi which 
you rwite me, that you had rwit to me the weake before ; which 
letter I haue not rescued, so that I thought it longe sence I hard 
from you. It is my ioye that you are well, and I beceach the 
Lord to continue vour health, and aboue all to <riue >'ou that 
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grase in your soule which may make you haue a healthful! soule, 
soundc without erors, actiue in all that is good, industrious ui all 
the ways in which good is to be gained. I am glad you finde a 
i wante of that ministry you did inioye : labor to keepe a fresch desire 
affter the sincere milke of the word, and then in good time you 
shall inioye that bllesing againe. The Lord has promised to giue 
his Spirit to his chilldefen, which shall leade them in the truth. 
Begge that bllesed Spirit, and then errors will but make the truth 
more bright, as the foile dous a dioment My deare Ned, as you 
haue bine carefull to chuse your company, be so still, for piche will 
not easely be tuched without leaufeing some spot I had not hard of 
Duke Roberts and my Lord Crauens being taken. I hope the nwes of 
the Sweeds is not true ; but in all theas things we must remember 
the wameing, which our Sauiour has giuen us, when he had toold 
his decipels tliat theare must be wars and rumers of wars; (but 
he saith, let not your harts be trubled ; in my aprehention, as if 
Christ had saide) greate trubells and wars must be, both to purg his 
chruch of ipocrits, and that his enimies at the last may be vtterly 
distroyed, but you my saniants be not carefull for your selfs, you 
are my Jewells, and the days of trubbell are the days when I take 
care of Jewells : and, my deare Ned, tho I fermely beleeue theare 
will be great trubells, yet I looke with ioy beyond those days of 
trubell, considering the glory that the Lord will bring his chruch 
to ; and happy are they that shall Hue to see it, which I hoi)e you 
will doo. I hard that theare was a cardenalls cape brought to 
the Custome Howes, valued at a high rate, but none would owne it ; 
and, to requete your inteligence, I let you knowe what I heare. 
The Scoch buisness is not yet ended. Theare is lately come to the 
court a frech duke with two or three other gentellmen or nobell 
men, being fleed from the French king's army, for some vnfiting 
words they vsed of the French kinge. The Queue mother was 
so transi)orted witli joy, as they say, at the sight of the queue, that 
shee was in a trance. This day I hai'd it confermed from Lounddoun 
that the Palsgrave in besceachgciiig a towne in WestPhalia was 
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raised and most of his army defeated, and his brother taken prisner , 
but this is our comfort, that the rod of the wicked sliall not allvvays 
rest on Gods peopelL I haue sent Hall purposly to see you ; for, 
sence I can not speake with you, nor see you so offten as I desire, 
I am willing to make make theas paper mesengers my depuety. I 
hope I shall heare from you by this mesenger ; I thanke God your 
father is well, and your brother Robert has had no fitte sence you 
went He goos to scoule and eates his meate well ; and I hoi)e the 
Lord will spare him. You must rwit to him ; you know he is apte 
to aprehen(l vnkindness. When you rwite by the carrier, rwite 
nothing but what any may see, for many times the letters miscarry. 
My deai-e Ned, you may sec how willing I am to discourse with 
you, that have spoune out my letter to this lentghe. I thanke God 
my coold is goon. I beceach the Lord to biles you, as I desire my 
owne soule should be bllesed : 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

I haue sent you a cake, which I hoi>e you will eate in mory of 
Bromton. 

Bromton, Nove. 17, 1638. 

XIII. 

To my deare sonne Mr. Edward Ilarley, in Magdeline Hall, 

in Oxford. 
Good Need — I rescued a letter from you this weake, by the 
cturier ; it was very wellcome to me, for sence I can not see you, I 
am glad to haue the contentment of a pa|)er conuersing with you, 
for still you are most deiu'e to me, and I hope euer will be. When 
I rwit to Gorge that I had not hard from you (as I thought a longe 
time) I had then rescued no letter sence I did that sent by Looker, 
but now I haue rescued all you haue rwit to me, but that by my 
brother Brays man. As I much reioyce to be asshured of your health, 
.*ach as I inioye my owne, so much more dous it reioyce me that 
the Lord dous so in mercy incline your hart to sccke him, and that 
you finde sweetncs ui his ways. The Lord, whoo only has the harts 
of men in his hands, keep your Vart cloose to his feare; that you 
may remember your Creator now, in the days of your youth ; that 
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in youth and old aggc you may hauc that joyc which surpascs 
tlie joy of the world, that so in your old agg you may say, Lord, 
remember thy sarvant whoo has allways desired to sarue thee. I 
did always thinke Mr. Longly would not stay long with my Lord 
of Middelscxcess ; I whisth my Lord my brother had him. I hauc 
not time to rwite you the nwes I heare from a shuro hand ; theare- 
fore I haue sent you my brothers letter, that you my knowe the 
truth and particulars of it Keepe my letter safe, and send it me 
againe. Another letter I send you with it, that you may knowe 
what I heare, and I hope, you will vse the knoweledg of things in 
this kinde wisely. The Scoth biusnes I hope is well composed. I 
would willingly haue sent you the booke, but as yet I could not 
geet on ; but I hard it read, a booke printed by aughterity from the 
kinge, in which he has forbido ther booke of Common Prayer, which 
they weare offended at, and grated them a publick fast, which they 
lieeld the 10 of this month, as I take it; and now they haue a 
publicke assembely and a parlament in May or March, I haue forgot 
which. I take this to be good nwes. Your father, I thanke God, is 
well. Your brother Robert has no fitte sence you went, and yet he 
has bine crost, when he desarued it ; but he left of some of his 
cloths, and tooke a greate coold, and yesterday was exceeding ill, 
fuauerisch, his throate sore. I had not bine so fare has his chamber 
sence you went, but yesterday went to see him ; when I was glad 
I did, for vpon my giueing him somethinge, he was much better. 
They that weare with liim did not iHjrseauefe his illness : I thanke 
God, to day he is vj), and I lioj)e it will be no ague, tho I feare it 
All the rest are well, and I thanke God I am reasnabell well. The 
Lord in mercy biles you, and take this assiurance, that I am 
Your most affectinat mother tiU death, Brilliana Harley. 

Remember my saruis to your worthy tutor. I did reseaue a letter 
from liim by Looker, and I thanke liim for it. 

I haue no time to rwite to Gorge. 
In hast 
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XIV. 
To my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej. 

Good Ned — I haue now reseued your letter by my brother Brays 
man. I giue God thankes that you are recouered from tliat indispo- 
tion you fellt, and thanke you that you did send me word of it ; for 
I desire to knowe howe it is with you in all condistions. If you are 
ill, my knoweing of it stire me vp more emestly to pray for you. I 
beleeue that indispotion you feelt was caused by some violent exersise : 
if you vse to swinge, let it not be violently ; for exersise should be 
rather to refresch then tyer nature. You did well to take some 
bolsome; it is a most sufferen thinge, and I purpos, if pleas God, to 
rwite you tlie vertues of it Deare Ned, if I could as easely conuae 
nicself to you as my letters, I would not be so longe absent from 
you ; but, sence I must waite for that comfort, I joy in this, that I 
asshure meself, your prayers and mine meete dayly at the throne of 
grase. I must nowe tell you, your letter, by the carrier this weake, 
was wcllcome to me ; and your father has reseued his from you, 
and one from your tutor. I take it for a greate bllesing, that your 
worthy tutor giues so good a testimony of you, and that you esteme 
him so highely. I biles the Lord, that has giuen you fauor in liis 
eyes, to sect his good will vpon you. It is found exi^erimentally 
true that conquerores must be as carefull to keepe what they haue 
gained as they were to obtained it It is alike true, we must be, as 
carefull and stuedious to keepe good opinions and affections towords 
vs as we weare to gaine them ; and I hope you will be a good prac- 
ticinor of that leesson. Deare Ned, if you would haue any thinge, 
send me word ; or if I thought a coold pye, or such a thinge, would 
be of any plesure to you, I would send it you. But yoiu* father says 
you care not for it, and Mrs. Pirson tells me, when her sonne was at 
Oxford, and shee sent him such tliinges, he prayed her that shee 
would not I thanke you for the Man in the Mouna I had hard 
of the booke, but not scene it ; by as much as I have looke vjwn, I 
find it is some kine to Donqueshot I would willingly haue the 
P'rcnch booke you rwite me word of; but if it can be had, I desire 
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it in French, for I had rather reade any thinge in that tounge tlien 
in IngHsch. I know not sartainely wheather I haue it, tell I see 
it Take it vpon Hkeing ; if I haue it not, I will not return it backe. 
Your father was yesterday at Loudlow, wheare the caus was hard 
betwne S"" Gillberd Comewell and his sisters, and it went against S' 
Gilberd Comewell, to his shame. I thanke God, your father is well, 
and so is your brother Roberd, and all the rest Smaleman has 
beueried his wife; and Mrs. Steuenson remaines very ill. Deare 
Ned, the Lord in heauen biles you, and giue you that principell of 
gras, which may neuer dye in you, but that you may growe in gras, 
and so haue the fauor of your God, which is better then life, and the 
fauor of good men, which small number is worth all the millions of 
men besides. So, asshureing you that I will still reioyce to sheawe 
meself 

Yoiu* most affectinat mother tel death, Brilliana Harley. 

I rwit to the last wcake ; send me word wheather vou had mv 
letter ; I would not haue it loost 
In hast. 

None, 30, 1638. 

XV. 

To my deare sonue, Mr. Edward Harley. 

Good Need — This night Hall brought me your letter ; but he is so 
perplexed aboute the horses that he seems not to be Hall. He was 
apointed by your fatlier and meself to come downe by Oxford, and 
to haue rested theare the Seboth ; but the six)ileing of the horses did 
so distract him, that he can not say any thinge of Oxford or Loun- 
doun. I rwite you worde by the carrier that your father did purpos 
to send to you tliis weake : my cosen Prise sending for his horsess, 
your father takes that opertunity to send to yoiu* tutor. I take it for 
a great mercy of God, that you haue your health ; the Lord in mercy 
continue it to you, and be you carefuU of your selfe : the meanes to 
presarufe health, is a good diet and exersise : and, as I \\o\tQ you are 
not wanteing in your care for your health, so I hope you are much 
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more carefull for your soule, that that better part of yours may 
growe in the wayes of knowledg. And in some proportion it is, with / 
the soule as with the body ; theare must be a good dyet ; we must ' 
feede vpon the worde of God, which when we haue doun we 
must not let it lye idell, but we must be diligent in exer- 
siseing of what we knowe, and the more we practes the more we 
shall knowe. Deare Ned, let nothinge hinder you from performeing 
constant priuet duties of prayeing and redeing. Experimentally, I 
may say that priuet prayer is one of the beest meanes to keepe the 
hart cloos with God. O it is a sweet thinge to open our harts to our v 
God, as to a frinde. If it had not bine for that I had recours to my 
God sheure I should haue fainted before this. I heare no nwes at 
this time from Loundoun, only Mr. Wallkcr is still in prison ; all my 
frinds theare are well, and I thanke God all yoiu* frindes are well 
heare. Your father is cheerefully well, and your brother Robert 
has had no fitte sence you went Your brother Tomas cried very 
much tlie other day, becaus he thought howe he was vsed to fight 
with you at Sheareswesbury. The Ember weake nowe drawes on a 
pase. I wisch you and your tutor weare heare then ; howesoeuer I 
hope, you will in desires be with vs : and so oiu* i)rayers, I hope, 
shall meete in heauen, before the Lord. I thanke God, I am much 
better then when I rwite last to you. I beceach the Lord to biles 
you, and that you may be still the beloued childe of 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

I haue sent a token to Mrs. Wilkinson : it is a box. Doo not 
you vndoo the boxe ; but deleuer it to her, eather yourself, or send 
it by Gorge Griffits. It is two cruets of chinna, witli silluer and 
gilt couers, and bars and feete. Doo not let the boxe be opened 
before she has it 

I haue giuen my cosen Prisis man a great charge of the box. If 
it come safe, I will giue him a reward. 

Send me word how he bringes the box. 

In hast affter sauper. 

Dcftem. 11, 1638. 



I 



16 LETTERS OF THE [1638. 

XVI. 
To her son Edward. 
Good Ned — I haue a nwe wellcome for euery letter you send, aiid 
a nwe thankes to you for it I biles God that you are well ; the 
Lord in mercy continue your health, for shure I am, if you be well, 
I counte it vpon my owne score, and tliinke meself so. My deare 
Ned, be still wacthfull ouer your self, that custome in seeing and 
heareing of vice doo not abate your distaste of it I biles my God, 
I for thos good desires you haue, and the comfort you finde in the 
sarfeing your God. Be confident, he is the beest Master, and will 
giue the beest waiges, and they weare the beest liuery, the garment 
of holynes, a clotheing which neuer shall weare out, but is renwed 
euery day. I remember you in my prayers, as I doo my owne soule, 
for you are as deare to me as my life. I hope in a speciall manor, 
we shall remember you at the fast ; and, deare Ned, tliinke vpon that 
day, howe your father is vsed to spend it, that so you may haue like 
affections to ioyne with vs. Let your desire be offtner presented 
before your God that day ; and the Lord, whoo only heares prayers, 
hcare vs all. 

Deare Ned, be carefull to vse exersise ; and for that paine in your 

backe, it may be caused by some indispocion of the kidnes. I would 

haue you drinke in the morning bcare boyled with licorisch ; it is a 

most cxcelent tliinge for the kidnes. For the booke, if you can not 

have it in French, send it me in Inglisch : and I will, if pleas God, send 

you mony for it Deare Ned, it is very well doun, that you submite 

to your fathers desire in your clothes ; and that is a happy temper, 

/ both to be contented with plaine clothes, and in the wcareing of better 

• clothes, not to thuike one selfe the better for them, nor to be trubelled 

■ if you be in plane clothes, and see others of your rancke in better. 

Seneque had not goot that victory ouer himselfe ; for in his cuntry 

howes he lined i)riuetly, yet he complaines that when he came to the 

courtc, he founde a tickeling desire to like them at court I am 

so vnwilling that you should goo to any place without your worthy 

tutor, that I send this mesenger exprcsly to your tutor, with a letter 



1638.] 



I.ADY BRII.LIANA IIARLEY. 



fo intreate )iim, yon may liaue tlia happines of his company, whea- 
ther souer you goo ; and your father by no means would haue you 
goo any wheathei-, without him. If you should goo to my brothers, 
I heare tbeare is a dangerous passage ; I desire you niay uot goo 
that way, but aboutfi. The Lord in much mercy biles you, and pre- 
same you from all enell, especially that of sinn : and so I rest 

Your most affectinat mother, Erilliana IIarlex. 

Your fatlier dous not knowe I send. Thearefore take no notis of 
it, to him, Qor to any. 
Detem. 14, 1636. 

Nobody iii the howea knowes I send to you. 



To her SQD Edward. 
My good Ned — I was very glad to reseaufe by Marten, the as- 
shurance of your being well, at Barington. Your letter was well- 
come, for Marten could tell me nothlnge of you, but tliat you weare 
well, and that was wellcome to nae. Sence I could not haue you 
with me, I was glad you wearo with my brother, wheare I doute 
not, but that you weare made much ofl I can not but be glad to 
haue you make some aquantance with my frindes. I doute not, but 
that you are of my beleefe, that my Lady Bray is of a very kindo 
and sweet dispotion. I beleeue you found my brother very kinde, 
tho not very lull of exprestions ; but if tbeare weare caus to try a 
frinde, I beleeue be would truely aproufe himself one : but that is 
the euill in melencoly ; it act«s moat, inwardly ; full of thoughts they 
are, but not actiue in exprestions. Many times they are so longe in 
studeing, what ia flte for them to doo, that the oportuem'ty is past. 
My deare Ned, notliuig heare belowe on the earth is more deore to [ 
me, than your beuig well. It is that, I pray for, and reioyce wheo I 
am ashured of it; but, my deare Ned, abouo all, the well being of 
your soule is most deare to me, next to my owne. I reioyce, that 
you keepe that ai]Uantance with your self, as to take notice of the 
CAMD. soc. D 
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passges m your hart; keepe that wacth still, and the more you 
fcnowe of your self, the lees you will trust in yourself, and theu you 
will desu-e to be seet in that Rocke, which is higher tlien yourselfe, 
and so you will be safe. I hope theare will no such things bo im- 
posed vpon your howes, as is in some others ; and I hope, if it should 
be, you will keep to the truth in euery thinge ; and, in my opinion, 
he whoo stands for the truth in a smale tliinge (as we tliinkc, for none 
of Goda trutlia in bis saruis is smale), is of a more coragious spirit, 
then on that will only sheaw tbemselfes in greate matters. I hope 
this letter will meeto you returned safe to the vniuercity, which I 
should be glad to I>e ashurcd of. My deare Ned, mite to me as 
soune as you cane; for I longe to heare from you, and the Lord in 
mercy let me heai-e well from you. Your father is nowe at Heri- 
ford ; he went theather on wensday to the musters ; he retumes 
not tell to morrow. 1 thanke God, he lias hia health well. Your 
brother Robert has bad no fitte this fortnight ; ho is not much 
changed. Your brother Tomas and cosen Smitli ai-e very well, and 
I belecue, they begine nowe to looko to theaire recknings ; they thinkc 
theas days haue bine abort. Your sbtera are, I thanke God, well ; 
and so is all your frindes in theas part'^ ; only my cosin Pris brought 
a greate coold with him, and has it still. The Lord in mercy biles 
you, and giue you a hart to vnderstand thos tilings which belonge 
to your [leace, both in this life and your euerlasting peace; and the 
Lord in mercy presai'ue your health, and prosper your indeuora in 
tlie ways of knowledg ; and still heleeue, that I take comfort in ex- 
preaing meaelf 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Janr. 4, 1638. 

Remember my saruis to your worthy tutor, Mr. Gowor tellea 
jiio, he rwit to you, and so did I, by the carrier of Lemster, when 
your father rwit to your tutor ; for yom- father rwit by both the 
carriers, feareing the one of them might faile the deliuery of liis 
letter. 
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To her sun Edwaril. 
My g(Hxl Ned — I tliinke it loiige sence I liard from you, but my 
hojie is that yoa are well. My thoughtea are as much vpon yoa 
now, as when you weare with nie, and thoarfore I must conclude, 
that absence abates no loue, but that which is but a shawdow of 
loue. 1 send tliis mesenger (whoo mulccs me bclecue he gooB witli a 
good will) piu-posly to see you, and I hope, he will brings me tlie 
ashurance of your being well returned to Oxford. The carrier sent 
me word you weare not returned on Tusday last Your father came 
well home from Hearifiird, on Satei-day last; he was a littell ill at 
Heriford, but I thanke God, he is very well nowa Your brother 
Robert has some times a fite; all tlie rest are well, and I beleeue 
they will tell theaire owne mindes to you themsclfes. I bard of no 
other thinge they did at Hearilbrd ; but, by order from the Lords, 
they haue made two prouesmarcliolls, to home they give ±*20 pound 
a peace, euery yeare, to ride well armed, and each of them a man, 
and to let noe roges or idell persons wonder aboute the country; and 
the depuetio liftenantcs haue entertained two shoulders to discipline 
all die bandes: on is taken out in your fathers company, to be liis 
sargent; liis name is Weare; he bos bine in all theas wars in Jer- 
many, and sarued vnder your ounccll S' Tonias Conway; the 
others name 1 knowe not ; and this I rwite you word of, that you 
may not bo ignorant of what is doune in your owne cuntry. Your 
C0B6O Scriucn, they say, is to be a curenall, if any troups goo vpon 
any saruis. He is called Curenall Scriuen. For forane nwes, I 
beleeue, you haue hard that Briseake is taken; and nowe the 
Curantes are lisened againe, you will wekely see theare relations. 
Now, my deare Ned, howe much doo I longc to see you, and the 
Lord in mercy still giuo me that comfort, that I may acounte yoa 
my bdoued child, and the LonI in mercy 611e you with his gras, 
that so you may he louely in His sight ; and if yon are beloued by the 
Lord, it is hapj)incs enoufgh. None are partakers of liis loue but 



2U 



LETTERS OF THE 



[1638-9. 



his cliUderen ; and he so loued tbem, that ho gaue his sonne to dye 
for them. O that we could but see tlie depthe gf that loue of God 
in Chh^t to vs : tlien ehure, lone would conatrainc vs to serue the 
Lord, with all our harts most wiltijigly. * Aud this loue of the Lord is 
not commeu to all. Others may partake of his mercy, as Aliab, 
who the Lord spared vpon his humehation ; and they may partake of 
his power, as the Kinge In Samaria did, when the Lord made plenty 
to flowe in the citty, aflter so greate a famine. And all his creaturs 
partaktj of his liberallity in feeding them, and liis most wise gouem- 
ing of the tilings heare belowe ; but none tastes of his lone but his 
chosen ones ; and if we lie loued of the Lord, what need we care 
what the men of tlie world ttiinke of vs ? We in tliat respect, should 
j he like a good wife, whoo cares not^ howe ill fauored alt men ells 
I tliinke her, if her husband loue her. And, my deare Ned, aa this 
loue of the Lord is his pecnlier gifte, only to his deare onse, let it he 
your cheefe cai'e to geet ashurance of that loue of God in Christ; 
and, sence he has loued you, sheawe your loue to him, by hatein^ 
'J that wliich he hates, which is sinn ; and it was sin that crucified our 
Lord, that so loued us that he gaue himself for vs. My deare Ned, 
the eye, which I put vpon my owne soule, I put you in miudo of. 
Be constant in holy dutys; let pubOcke and priuet goo to geather. 
Let not the on shoulder out the other. I beleeue, before this, you 
liaue reed some [tart of Mr. Caluui ; send me word how you like him. 
I haue sent yon a littell purs with some smale mony in it, all the 
pence 1 liadj tliat you may haue a penny to giue a power body, and 
a pare of gloufs ; not that I thinke you haue not better in Oxford, 
hut that you may some times remember her, that seldome as yon out 
of ray thoughts : the Lord bilea you. 

Your most afiectmat mother, Bbilliana IIarlev. 

Jtam: 14, 1638. 

I haue sent your tutor a smale token. I can not but desiro to 
sheawe thaukcs to him, who sheawes so much loue to you. I heare 
in closed send you tlie bookebinedrs letter from Woster, that you 
may see bookes are not so cheep tlieare as in Oxford. 
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XIX. 

To her eon Edward. 
Deare Ned — I pray God biles you, first with thus rich grasess of 
his Spirit, and then with the good things of tlus life. I hane thought 
it longe sence I hard from you ; anJ I can not be very mery, tell it 
pleases God, to giue nie that comfort ; my hope is that you are well, 
tho I haue bine m a greate deale of ieai-e of it. I haue thought 
thcns three weakes a longe time ; but I hope the Lord will in mercy 
refresch me, with good asshurance of your being well. I may well 
say, that my life is bounde with y«ur9, and I hope I shall neuer 
haue caus to recall or repent of my lone, with which I lone you. I 
rwite to you by the carrier, and to Gorge Griffets. I rwit the last 
weake : but I heare from none of you. I thanke God, your father is 
well. Yesterday he came from my Lady Cornewells, wheare be 
was, about the shute which shee and her daughters haue with S' 
Gillberd Comewell, Theare, he meet with Mr. Penell and his 
Sonne, whoo is of Oxford. Your father aayes, lie is a very pretty 
jentellman ; he toold your father he would goo to see you ; if he doo, 
vse him kindely. His mother was S' Edwarde Griuell'a daughter, 
and so shee was my cosen, and you haue caus to esteme your, my 
kindered, which I belccue you duo. M"" Scidamore, that dwells 
hard by Heariford, whoo moried my Lord Scidamores sister, toold 
your father the other day at Heriford, that bo would see you at 
Oxford; ho has bine a brood in France and Italy: if he doo come 
to you, be carefull to vse him with all respect. Bu* '^ the etertiune- 
ing of any such, be not put out of yoiu- self; speeke freely, and all I 
ways remember, that they are but men ; and for being gentolhnen, it 
puts no distance betwno you; for you haue part in nobellness of 
hearth : tho some have place before you, yet you may bo in theare ; 
company. And this I say to you, not to make you proude or cunsaitcd 
of your self, but that you should knowe yourself, and so not to be 
put out of your self, when you are in better comiMmy then ordineray: 
for I liaue seene many, when they come ui to good company, loose 
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themselfes. Shurely they haue to highe esteme of man ; for they 
can goo booldly to God, and loose themselfes before men. Remem- 
ber, thearefore, when you are with them, that you are but with thos 
whoo are such as yourself; tho some, wiser and more honnerabell. 
Your brothers and sisters, with Ned Smith, are welL Mrs. Pirson 
is still ill. I pray God spare her, if it be his will. I had a letter 
from my Lord, the last night ; I thanke God he is well. I heare 
that Duke Robard is brought to a castell with in 20 miles of 
Vienna, wheare he is keep clos prisinor ; a sentemall standing at liis 
chamber doore with a drawne sword. My Lord Crauen is in the 
same place, but they come not to on another. My Lord Crauens 
ramson is 50 thousand pounds. My paper will giue me leaufe to 
say no more, but to conclud as I begane ; the Lord biles you. 
Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Janu: 19, 1638. 

Remember my saruis to your worthy tutor. I had but a littell 
time to rwite in ; yet I have scribelled ouer a longe letter. 

XX. 

For my deare sonne M' Edward Harley. 

Good Ned — I rescued your letter by the carrier, and by the me- 
scnger on frieday last Your father was very vnwilling you should 
goo to any place without your worthy tutors company; and I 
douted the carriers comcing so soune as to preuent your tutors 
gooing to some other place, and that made me hasten a letter to you. 
I desire to be thankefuU that the fier in Oxford fell not out in your 
howes. I like it well that your tutor has made you hamsome 
cloths, and I desire you should goo hamsomely. Dear Ned, I am 
exceeding glad that you did sect Wensday a part ; I hope the Lord 
did hear vs all ; and nowe our duty is, when wc haue so prayed, and 
so promised, to be more wacthfull and obedient to our God, that we 
doo not turne againe to fooUy, and like brokens bowes that start a 
side, for so we shall loose our paines, and tlie sweet fnite of our 
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prayers, and bringe more sorrow vpon our soules. Deare Ned, I 
thanke you for ioyneing with mo in desirejng, I might be abell to goo 
to the congregation and the beauty of holynes. It is true, my sweet 
Ned, I may truely say, on tiling haue I desired, and tliat I will 
Beeke affter, that I might inioye thoa sweet preueleges in Gods 
howes ; but sence you went I hatie not had that happinos. The 
sharpnes of the weather is such as I can not beare it so longe togea- 
thcr. I must waite vndcr the gratious hand of my God. Your 
father and I, hane sent Marten, hupeing he will tinde you nt my 
brother Brayes. I desii-e to lieare howo you doo, and 1 hope, I shall 
heare well from you, and I beceacli the Lord in mercy, to continue 
that comfort to me. And nowe, my dear Ned, in company and in 
inioyeiiig the recreations of this life, looke to your hai't, that you 
may resarufe a higher motiBhure of joyo and dehght for the saruis of 
ybur God ; and to doo so, hibor to findo out tlie vanity in all the 
things heare belowe : the vanity is tliis, they lost not ; and theare is a 
weariiies in them, if they be still inioyed. The Lord bless you. 

yourinoat aff'ectinat mother, Brii.liana Habley. 

(No date. J 

Your brother Robert has had three or foore fits within this weake, 
to my great greefe ; all the rest, I tlianke God, ai-e well- 
On the Envelope; — 

Mune knwe he should be quite, out of countenance if he brought 
no letter, tbearefore. to make vp the matter, he tells me that M' 
Tomes came home the last night, and sends me word that he left 
you well. I hope Mune does not make it, but that it is true that 
you are well, which is all ways a joy to me. 



To my deare icpane M' Edwurd Hartoy. 
Good Ned — The last night the gardener brought me your letter, 
which was a greate refrescheiiig to me, for I had not bine well satis- 
fied, neiicr sence Martaiue was with ytiu, tor he toold me, yon said 
you wcnre slueppy that momeing he came away, and that yon spake 
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very littell to him ; and not heareing, as I thought, so longe from you, 
made me afraide ; but uowe, I thanke God for liis mei-cy to me, tltat 
I haue hard with comfort from you. The Lord in mercy continue 
your health, and, aboue, the Lord iu his rich mercy giue you such 
Ufe in Christ, that you may haue a stronge and liuely soule, allways 
actife in the ways of graa. My deare Ned, he careful! of yourself, 
and forget not. Dooexeraise; for health can no more he had without it, 
then without a good diet I much reioyce, and giue the Lord thankes, 
that M' Pirkins was an instruement to briuge two in my dcare bro- 
thers famerly out of darkenea into light, and from the power of sin, 
vnder the sweet regement of our Lord Christ Jesus. I am confident, 
your worthy tutor reioycea in it, that he did so sliine as to brings 
glory to his Lord and Master ; and as the workc is begouue, and we 
reioyc* in it, so I desire from my soule, that the Lord would perfect 
it. I begone with this, becaus I most reioyce in it; and nowe I must 
tell you, I am glad my brothers howea, is so well gouered, and that 
bis daughter and sonne are of so good dispocions. I pray God, add 
graa to it, and then it will he a sweet hamimony. I am not sorry 
that euery one tells you, you are like my lord. I haue not bine very 
well theas three days, and so enforscd mo to keejie my beed, as I 
haue doune many times, when yon weare with mc I hope, I shall 
be able to rise to day. My letter should haue bine longer, had not 
I bine in heed. I hearc my Lord Conway is goone auddainely into 
Ireland, and that he has a troup of hoors, hut more of that, a nother 
time Your father, I hope, is well He purpoaed to be with M' 
Vahans at Mockes, and to be at home this night. The Lord biles 
you, and beleeue that I am neuer weary in expreaing mcself to be. 
Tour most affectinat mother, Bkilliana HAttLEr, 

Jaw: 'J6, 1636. 

Deare Ned, — My ngge is no secret ; tho my brother Bray is 
something miatakon in it. When I was maried Ui your father, your 
father would haue blue asked in the chrucli, but my lord would be 
no means consent ; what his reson was, I know not Then they haue 
a custfline, that, when tliey fetch out tlie liscens, the agg of the woman, 
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TOQst be tnowne; so that, if I would haue liJde my agg, then it must 
be knowne, aud then I was betwne two or three aiid twenty. I was 
not full three and twenty, but in the lisceiis they rwlt nie three and 
twenty, and you knowe liow longe I haue bine maried, for you know 
how old you are, and you weare borne when I had bine maried a 
yeare and 3 months. 

My brother Bray has bine a maried man hvbt since I can 
remember, and I neuer had much aquentanee with him, bnt I knwe 
he was my brother, and so I could nfit be a stranger to him, and ho 
is a very good man. 



To my deftre sodro M' Ednuril llarloj. 
Good Nwi — This day I rcseued your letter by the carrier; it was 
Wellcome to mc ; and I biles God that you are well, bei'eacliing the 
Lord in mercy tti keepc his feare in your harte, that so you may 
walke in the ways that leads to life, and avoide all the bye paths 
tliat tend to death. 1 was confideDt that my lady Cope would vse 
you courtceely, and I beleenc she keepes her state, as all nobellmcns 
daugtres doo; tho I doo not. Your omicell Bray sent home Spot 
the ilast weake, and then he writ to your fatlier, howe glad he was 
of you, and he expi-eses a large good opinion of you, which I hope 
you will ansure with resiwct to him and his. I am sorry his sonno 
has no better aquantance, or rather 1 am sorry tliat he relescheth 
thos that are of no worth in respect of goodness. My Jeare Ned, 
pray erncatley to God, to put such a principell of gras into your 
hart, from which you may loue tiios that are worthy of loue, and 
then no ill comjiany will be ]ileaseing to you, I hoarc as you doo of 
the displaceing of my lord Anckeram and my lord Morton, that 
was captaine of the gard, and the leftenant of the Tower; but I did 
not lieai-c of Mr. Trcasliiirer renioueall. I belcoue you haue bard, 
that my lord of Arendoll eatoing of oycstei-s, tlie oyestci's were 
bluddy, and all'terwards thought he sawe a man runeing at him 
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with a drawne sword ; but none ells coued see what he thought he 
sawe. I am sorry my lord is goone into Ireland. Doctor Deodate 
was sent for to M"* Roberd Moores wife, whoo is lattely come out of 
the lowecuntres; shee had a greate feauer. Doctor Deodate 
being so neere, came to see your father and meself ; he did not 
forget to aske for you, with a greate deale of loue, and expreses a 
greate deale of desire affter your good ; he is very well and merrier 
than ever I sawe him ; his man toold Pheebe, that his mistris was 
with chillde ; if it be so, shure that is the ground of his meerth. 
Your anchent finnde M" Traford is very bigg with child, and doctor 
Deodate dous somethinge feare her. He tells me he was allmost 
in loue with her, when shee sarued me, but now he can not fancy 
her. M" Pirson has quited her ague ; but good M"" Simons has goot 
one ; he has had three fitts. I beleeue your cosen Smith is not sorry 
for it ; lie growes a fine boy, and is more ciuell then he was. Your 
brother Robert has had no fite this fortnight I thanke God, he is 
not alltogeather so stubome as he was. The gardner would make 
me beleeue that you are much growne ; he likes all well at Oxford, 
but the capes and littell fiers. It semes it has put him in loue with 

ftrauelling, for he would faine be sent againe. 1 asked him, if M*" 
Pirkins did not say 1 was too fond a mother. He ansured me, he 
I said you did very well. M** Gower toold him, he had learnt no 
eloquence. Your father came home well on Saterday. Tell my 
cosen Vahan, that your father sayes they weare all very well at his 
fathers, wheare he had greate entertainement I sent this day to 
see M*"' Wallcott ; they sent me word, that theare sonne should goo 
shortly to Oxford ; he is at home to be fitted for it M*" Cradock is 
seetled at Clanuer, wheare they say M"* Wallcott means to Hue. I 
thinke it strange that M*" Cradocke should incorage on to preche, by 
which he puts his frinde vpon such a disaduantage. M' Cradock is 
a worthy man, but some times he dous not judg cleerely of things, 
and when we meet with such men, we must looke through the clowde 
of theare infirmetyes vpon the suneshine of theare vertues. My 
pai)er did deceauefe mc, for I thought I had had another side. 
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Docter Barker was with me lately, and remembered you with 
much kiudenes ; he toold me, he would rwit to you, and it semes 
he is as good as his word; he is a good man. You longe 
sence riwite for S*" Wallter Kawelys History to your fatlier. I 
did not forget it, and haue sent it you by this carrier, with a 
book of nwes. I would haue sent you the relation of the takeing 
of Brisake, which is of great importance, but your father leaft 
it at tlie bischops. I haue sent you another littell booke; you 
sawe me haue it, when you wearc with me. I haue reade it, and it 
pleases me better then any thinge I haue reade a longe time, and 
any thing that is good, which I inioye, especiall in tlie beest tliinges, 
I desire you should liaue part with me. Deare Ned, reade it, at 
your leashure, and well waye it, and then let mec knowe how you 
like it ; for n'ly part I am much in loue with it Sence the ring I 
gaue you is broken, and that you esteme a peace of it, becaus I gauc 
it you, I will, if pleas God, by the next safe bearer send you 
another, tliat will not so easely breake : and tell your father keepes 
his promies, in giueing you a wactli, I will let you liaue mine ; but 
I will not venture it by the carrier, and I cannot heare of any that 
goos to Oxford. My coscn Pelham rwites with a great deale of 
loue of you, and aproufeing of your carage. The Lord presarue 
you, that you may still be aproufed of. Vse him kindeley, for I 
am perswaded, he is of a good nature, and has some morall good in 
him. My deare Ned, the Lord biles you. 

Your most aft'ectinat mother, Builliana Harley. 

Pheh: thU first, 1638. 

You father was not well pleased you did not rwite by tlie gardner, 
becaus he was an expres mesenger. Remember my saruis to your 
worthy tutor. This day Hall brought me " the Holy Court,'* from 
Worster. Remember my saruis to M" Willkenson. 
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XXIII. 

For my deare sonne M' Edward Harley, in Magdeline Hall, Oxford. 

Good Ned — Sence you keep the brittell ringe tell it brake, I haue 
sent you on of a more dureing substance, and that you may knowe I 
haue worne it, I haue left the riben vpon it, which did healp to make 
it fite for my finger ; and keepe this, tell I giue you a better. I be- 
ceach the Lord to bless you, with thos choys blessings, with which I 
desire my owne soule should be bllessed with. My deare Ned, be 
wacthfuU that you grow not slake in keepeing the saboth, and in the 
performeiiig of priuet dutyes. O it is a sweet thinge to haue priuet 
conferance with our God, to hom we may make knowne all our 
wants, all our foolyes, and discouer all our weakenes^ in acurance 
that he will supply our wants, and will not abrade vs with our infer- 
metys. I thanke God your father is well, and so is your brothers 
and sisters with your cosen Smith. This opertuenity came vn- 
looked for, so that the time of the night rather puts me in minde of 
sleepeing then rwiteing. I can but tell you, I long to see you, and 
I hope, the Lord will giue me a comfortabell inioyeing of that mercy. 
Your most aflfectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Pheb: 2. 1638. 

I hope, we shall haue a priuet day the next weake, when I trust, 
we shall remember you. 

Remember my saruis to your worthy tutor. 

XXIV. 

For my deare son, Mr. Edward Harley. 

Good Ned — It is my greate comfort, that you inioye your health, 
which I was assured of this day by your letter. It is my greater 
ioy that you thirst affter the sweet waters of Gods word in a power- 
full menestry. I hojie the Lord will grant you, your desire in that 
kinda Deare Ned, labor to keepe vp the life of yur soule and be 
emest with God, to biles the small means you haue, that by his 
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bllesing, a littell may doo you much good, and that his spirit may 
heate the cooldness of it. I much reioyce that our hatrs did so 
neere meet, that you in one weake and we in another sought the 
Lord. As I rwit to you, I thanke God, we keept wensday last, 
and I biles God, I ioyned with them, and so did your sister Brill and 
brothers. If euer wp had caus to pray, it is nowe. Shure the Lord 
is about a glorious wotke ; He is refineing his Chruch ; and happy 
will thos days be, wljen shee comes out like goold : and if euer wicked 
men had caus to feare, it is nowe ; for sartainely the Lord will call 
them to acounte. Thcaire day is at hande. Let vs be found momers, 
that so we may be marked. I thanke God, I am now out of my 
chamber againe. Your father is well and so is your brother Robert 
I haue not knowne him so well neuer sence he had theas fitts. The 
rest are well. M" Pirson is so well, that shee goos abrooda M" 
Steuenson is still vnder the chrugens hands, and I feare will be. M"" 
Simons has his ague still ; this is all Bromton inteligenc. For that 
from abrode, I refer you to this inclosed prineted booke. I purpos, 
if pleas God, to remember you with some of Bromton dyet, against 
Lent I wisch you may not eate to much fisch. I know you like 
it ; but I thinke it is not so good for you. I hope you haue some- 
thing ouer your beeds head. Remember my saruis to M" Willken- 
sona I rwit you a letter by M"" Assou ; send me word wheather 
you rescued it The Lord biles you and caus you to walke vprightly 
before him, that so you may be his delight 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Pheh 8. 1688. 

M" Trayford is brought to beed of a daughter tliis day ; shee sent 
a man a purpos to me, to desire me to be the godmother and that it 
might be of my name. 

Remember my saruis to your worthy tutor, whom I thanke for his 
loue and care of you, whoo are deare to me. 

I beleeue you haue scene the proclemation, which inioynes all 
barons, knights^ and gentellmen, of Linconscheere and the other 
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northern parts, not to be absent from theaire howes, but theair to 
remainc for the gard of theare cuntrejr; which I feare will hinder my 
sister Pelhams comeing to me. 

Dearo Ned, rwite againe to my cosen Tomkins and to M*" 
Simons. 

XXV. 

To my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My good Ned — The Lord in mercy biles you, and giuc you 
interest in his sonne Christ, and such a measure of holyness, that 
you may Hue heare like his child. It is my comfort, that you 
inioye yoiu* health, and I beceach the Lord, to continue that mercy 
to you. I i>erswade meself you are carefuU to improufe your time ; 
this is your time of haruest, and tliat time being ouer-slipt, it cannot 
be recalled. I am glad to heare you are cheerefuU. Inioy that 
bllesing, when God giues it you, for cheerefullness of spirit giues 
more freedome in the performeance of any duety. I hope, as you 
doo, that the nwas of so many being masacred is not true; the 
great God of heawen and earth looke in mercy v})on his jKwre 
peopell. It is reported, from all parts, the french haue a very great 
army. I can not thinke yet, that the french would take this time to 
come into Ingland, when we stand vpon our garde and such prepe- 
rations for wars. And the report is, that theare goos 30000 fooute 
and 1 0000 hoors with the king to Yorke ; so that a forieng enimye 
could not come in a time more disaduantages to him. But if we 
fight with Scotland, and are ingaged* in that ware, then a foren 
enimy may take his time of aduantage. The cans is tlie Lords; 
and He will worke, for his owne glory. Deare Ned, you may re- 
member I haue oflften six)ke to you aboute theas times ; and my 
deare Ned, would I weare with you one day, to open my minde 
more largly than I can by rwriteing. They call to super, theare- 
fore I must hasten my letter, but first I must tell you, I haue sent 
you by the ciirrior a boxe, derected to you, in which is a turky 
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pye and 6 pyes, such as my lord, your grandfather did loue, I 
hope to remember you againe in lent Send me word, wheather 
you reseaue them, and wheiither they be good. Mr. Simons is very 
ill and very weake. I wisch his wife be not a widowe againe. For 
Mr. Walcotes sake, I will j^rswade them to send theare sonne to 
your tutor: but Mr. Cradock is the only man that preuails with 
them. I thanke God, your Father is well, and so is your brothers 
and sisters, with Ned Smith : so in hast, I rest. 

Your most affectinat mother, Bkilliana Hauley. 

Pheh: 15, 1638. 

I haue sent your tutor a box of dryed plumes, the box is derected 
to you ; tell him it is a Lenten token. Remember my saruis to him. 

XXVI. 

For ray deare sonne Mr. Edward Ilarley. 

Good Ned — I beceach the Lord to biles you, with thos choyes 
bllesings, which are only the iK>rcion of his ellect ; in which the men 
of this life, haue no part They are hide from theaire eyes. Only 
in the day of trubell and death, then they knowe theare is a hapj^i- 
nes belongeing to Gods chillderen, which they would then paitake of, 
and howlle, for the wante of that comfort This day I rescued your 
letter, and that you are well is so nmch comfort to me, that when I 
am ascured of it, it sweetens other trubells, which I goo vnder. 
Deare Ned, doo not let your dyet be, this Lent, all togeather fisch. 
I am well pleased, if the pjes fitted your tast, and your frinds. 
Diuers reports theare be, and it is lightly, the papis will furnisch 
themselfs, as well as they can. Theare is a booke, which is 
rwitten by a papis that is conuerted; it discouers much; I 
would, if I could, haue gained it and haue sent you the booke. 
I forgot the last time, I rwit to you, to let you knowe tlie 
arming, which was seence vpon the seae, were HoUenders; they 
fought with the Dunckerckes, and had the victory; but what 
loos the Dunckerckes had, is not yet sartainely knowna I beleeue 
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you haue hard this, before this letter comes to your hand. For 
nwes at home, we heare that the lord cheefe justice Finch is 
swome a preuy conseller ; yonge Mr. Somerseet Fox is swome on 
of the presences chamber, and vpon that score he must waite vpon 
the kinge to Yorke. They say, my lord of Westers sonne shall be 
generall of the hors. This day a mesenger, which I sent to my sister 
Pelham, returned from thence. I thanke God, they are all well 
theare. My sister rwit me word, that the counsell had sent into 
Linconschecre 68 shoulders, which weare to be dispersed, and im- 
ployed to exersises ther traine bands. My brother Pelham being 
one of the kings saruants, was sent to by my lord chamberlen, to 
commade him to waite vpon the kinge at Yorke. We see that hon- 
nors are not all ways eassy posestions. I haue sent you a booke of 
nwes, and on of the weackely corentes. I woould willingly haue your 
minde keep awake in the knowledg of things abroode. I thanke 
God, your father is well, and prays God to biles you : your brothers 
are well. M' Simons is vpon recouory. My cosen Prise continues 
ill ; what it will proufe, I knowe not And now I am telling you of 
thos, whoo are sike, I well tell you of one, that has left tliis life, and 
now rest from all sikeness and trubell, M" Traford ; this day, I 
hard shee was dead. She dyed aboute 7 dayes affter she was 
brought to beed. Docter Deodate, when he was with me, told me 
he feared shee would not line long affter she was brought to beed. 
I would haue you rwite a letter to my lady Conway. I have heare 
inclosed sent you a coppy of the letter I would haue you rwite to 
her. I beleeue she will take it very kindely. Burgh has bine very 
sike, which foreslowes your peace of plate. I cane not well tell the 
waight of it ; for I was not by, when your father rwit for it. I haue 
rwit to Burgh to hasten it. I hope it will be such as it should be. 
Tell M"* Pirkins rwit to your father that you did wante it, your 
father said he thought you had no neede of it It is time nowe to 
conclude this letter, but it must be in ascuereing you, that I reioyce 
to aproufe meself. 

Your afiectinat mother, Brillliana Harley. 

Mar: this first, 1638. 
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Remember my saruis to your worthy tutor. I thinke the carryer 
goo by Acton, wheare my lady Conway dwells, when they goo to 
Loundon. 

XXVII. 

For S' Robert Harley, Kinght of the Bath. 

My deare S"", — This is only to let you knowe, we are all well, 
which I had rather tell you, then send the bare message by another. 
I blless God, that you are well ; and hope the Lord, will giue you a 
safe returne home to morrow, wheare you are longed for. Nowe 
the Lord in mercy presarue you from all that is euile ; desireing still 
to be beloued by you, as 

Your most affectinat wife, Brilliana Harley. 

Mar: 12, 1638. 

Endorsed in Sir Roberts handioriting^ " fro' my wife." 

XXVIII. 

To my deare sonne Mr. Edward Ilarlej, Oxford. 

My good Ned — The last weake being not well, I could not 
inioye this contentment of rwiteing to you. You may remember, 
that when you weare at home, I was offten enforsed to keepe my 
becd ; it pleases God, it is so with me still, and when I haue thos 
indispotions, it makes me ill for some time afilterwards. It is the 
hand of my gratious God ; and tho it be sharp, yet when I looke at 
the will of God in it, it is sweetned to me: for to me, theare is 
nothing can sweeten any condistion to vs, in this life, but as we 
looke at God in it, and see ourselfs his saruants in that condistion in 
which we are. Thearefore when I consider my owne afflictions, 
they are not so bitter, when I looke at the will of my God in it He 
is pleased it should be so^ and then, should not I be pleased it should 
be so ? And I hope, the Lord will giue me a hart still to waite 
vpon my God ; and I hope the Lord will looke gratiously vpon me. 

CAMD. soc. F 
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And my dearest, beleeue this from mec, that tlieare is no sweetnes 
in any thinge in this life to be compared to the sweetnes in tlie 
saruis of our God, and this I thanke God, I cane say, not only to 
agree with thos that say so, but experimentally ; I haue had health 
and frinds and company in variety, and theare was a time, that what 
could I have saide I wanted ; yet in all that tlieare was a trubell, 
and that which gaue me j)eace, was sarueing of my God, and not 
the saruis of the world. And I haue had a time of siknes, and 
weakenes, and the loose of frinds, and as I may say, the glideing 
away of all thos things I tooke most comfort in, in this life. If I 
should now say (which I may booldly) that, in this condistion, O 
howe sweet did I finde the loue of my God, and the endeuor, to 
walke in his ways ; it may be, some may say, then it must needs 
be so, becaus all other comforts failed me ; but my deare Ned I 
must lay both my condistions togeathcr ; my time of freedome from 
afflictions, and my time of afflictions; and in the one, I found a 
sweetnes in the saruis of God, aboue the sweetnes of the things in 
this life, and in trubele a sweetnes in the saruis of God, which tooke 
away the bitternes of the affliction ; and this I tell you, that you 
may beleeue howe good the Lord is, and beleeue it, as a tryed truth, 
the saruis of the Lord, is more sweet, more peaceabell, more delight- 
ful, then the enioyeing of all the vadeing pleashurs of tlie world. 
My deare Ned, I thanke you for your letter by the carrier this 
wake. Howe soeuer trubells may befall me, yet if it be well with 
you, I reioyce. I thanke God, that you injoy your health. The 
Lord in mercy continue it to you. My deare Ned, I longe to see 
you ; but I feare it will not be a great whille. I know not well 
when the Acte is, and 1 thinke I must not looke to see you tell tlie 
Act be past. Whensoeuer it is, I beceach the Lord, giue vs a happy 
seeing on of another. I am sorry my lady Corbet takes no more 
care of her chilederen. S*" And we Corbet left two thousand pounds 
a year. Shee has a way that I should not take, by my good will 
with my chillderen, without it weare to correct some great fallt in 
them ; but my deare Ned, as longe as it pleases God, I haue it, I 
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shall willingly giue what Is in my jwwer, for the beest adwaiitag^ 
of you, and your brotiiers and sisters, as ocation offers ifaelt". Vac 
your cosen Corbet kindely. I heare his broother goos alonge with 
the kings to Yovke, which be dous, becaus he estemes it to be the 
gallentry of a yonge man. I sent yon the last weake a list of thos 
shoulders, which they say must goo with tlie kinge. I hearo that 
the Loundoners hauo refused to send any of theare trained band, 
answering, theare wearo so many strangers in Loundon. that they 
ieared to let any of theare strentg goo from tlieni. I hard that the 
kinge causiMl all the straugera to be numbered in Loundon, and the 
number of them was two hunclre<l Uiousand. On wenday last 
your father had some of his shoulders at Brometon, whean they 
dyned, and spent the day in trayneing. I wisched )ou with me, but 
I did not see tliem, for then I was not abell to goo out of my cham- 
ber: but now I thanke God, I am, and haue some thoughts, if pleas 
God, to goo to chrufh the nest Lords day. Good Mr. Gower haa 
an ague. Mr. Simons btgins to mend. My cosen Prise is some- 
thing better. You forget to rwit to Mr. Gower ; he has had 4 fitts. 
Mr. Simons tooke your letter very kindely. I must needs say, I 
neuer had any niuido that profest more respect to you, than Mary 
Barton, and I hcleeue it is in truth ; for shee ia ber fathers daugh- 
ter and can not deseinbelL I linde Iier as good a saruant as euer 
I had; if I coould hut put a littell water in her wine, and matte her 
temper her hastiness ! yet 1 cannot &ay that euer shee gaue ine any 
ill word, but theare is still the spirit of enuy raingeing aniongest 
some of the saraants, but tlie burners of my samants swaye not my 
affection, and, I hope, shall neuer blindc my judgment: my deare 
"Ned the Lord biles you. 

Your most affectinat mother, Biill.LlANA Hakley. 

in tuul, Mar:i2, 1G3H. 

Your brothers and sisters anil coscii Smitli 1 thanke God ai-e well. 

Tell Gorg Griflfets I Jiad not time to rwit tn him, which 1 did de- 

siiv to baue domi. I liauc sent liim tlie moiiy for M'* Neelliain, tin- 
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drawer, and I would haue him hasten the sending of the peace of 
cloth, which lie had to drawe. I hope Gorge will hide his country- 
man wellconie. I had him into my chamber to see him, becaus he 
went to Oxford. I like it very well, that you goo with your tutor to 
my brother Brays. I beceach the Lord to goo alonge with you, in 
all your ways. 

Heare inclosed is a booke of nwes. Your father I thanke God is 
well He goos and pleas God on Tuesday to the bischops ujwn a 
commistion aboute some land that is in question betwne the bischop 
and another gentellman. 

XXIX. 

To my (leare sonne Mr. Edward Harlcy. 

Dear Ned — Your letter this weak was wellcome to me. It is my 
joy that you are well, and I biles my God for that mercy to you. 
I am sorry your eyes haue bine soore, and glad I am that you 
founde benifite by what M'* Willkinson gaue you ; but feareing 
your eyes should affter this rume be inclined to a rumcticke humor, 
I haue sent you a glas of eye watter, which is not only good to cure 
sore eyes but to presarufe the eyes sight Drope a litter of the water 
into your eys, in the momeing and at night ; but I hope this watter 
will come to your hands when your eyes are well. Tho I am not 
afraide of your eyes, yet I can not but pitty your them ; for by expe- 
rience, I know it to be a great paine ; for once I had sore eyes, and 
when by experience we feele how tender the eye is, we may call to 
minde, how sencibille God is of all the ronges which are doun his 
chillderen, when he is pleased to say, that they which touche his' 
chillderen, touch the appell of his eye: thearefore wo be to thos 
that are so boold ; and happy arc those that are in that acounte 
with the Lord. 

Your father, I thanke God, came well home from the bichops, 
the last night, affter I liad suped, and this day he was at Wigmore, 
wheare part of his cumpcny was exersised. On munday last, 
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theare came a letter from the lord leftenants, with commande 
from the kinge to preea 200 men for soulders, ami that tliey 
should be at theare randevoua the first of Aprill ; thcaru ran- 
devous is Assbe, as I take it, nearo Yorke ; neare Yorke tho 
towne is, if that be not the name. If you weare with mo, I could 
tell you more of my minde ; all tho ministers nro sent to, for mony. 
Good M' Steuenson has pkaded a true excuse, his poouerty, haueing 
7 chillderen and the sikeness of his wife. Howe it will take, I knowe 
not, hut shure it is true ; his wife is still ill, vnder the chrugcns 
hands, but doctor Deodat is not yet come. My dearo Ned, I long 
to sev you, and I trust tho Lord will giue me that comfort. I tbanke 
Crod tho Lord voutsafcd me, that priuelly on the last Lords day, that 
I was partaker of the eomfort in liia publike ordinance. M' Gower 
did not preach, but on M' Blinoman did, wlioo preached very well ; 
he says, he knowes you, and he commends M' Pirkins very much, 
which lajn very glad to heare so large a commendation as he giues; 
he is nowe witliout a place, being latt-ly put out of one. He teaches 
tho scoiile tell M' Simons be nbell. I ttianke God, I tooke no hurt 
in yooing to cliruch; a littell coold I liaue, but I ho|Kr it will weare 
away. I ride one day a brooile, I wisehed you with me. I beleeue 
you will be glad to heare, that M' Gower lias mised two fitts. My 
CDsen Pris remains still ill, and I can not but thinke that his driiikc- 
ing of so warme beare has doune him hurt 

Your brother Robert had one fite, a weake sence, but sense that 
he has bine very well, but alas ! he cares not to galne any jentilc 
enrage, comes littell to me, hut when I exactu it from him; but 
your brother Thomas is of another uiinde ! your sisters are welL I 
heare that the kinge begane his journy the 28 of this month. The 
lord mayor of Loundono has a comraistion sealed him by the kinge, 
to exicute martjall lawo, if theare should bo any insorection, when 
tlie king is goon. My deare Ned, the Lord in mtTcy biles you, so 
in hast I rest. 

Your most aftectinat mother, Builliana Hari.ey. 

Bromtaa Miin'JU, KiiW. 
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Remember my saruis to your worthy tutor and to M" Willkin- 
son, whoo I thanke for her care of your eyes. I am sorry good M"" 
Pirkins has any thinge to trubell him. But my deare Ned, trubells 
are multiplyed vix)n euery one : many are in douts^ and know not 
what to doo in doutfull cases. Your &ther prays God to biles you. 
This night Burgh rwit he had rescued the tancherd, and would 
make on acording to M*^ Pirkins derechon, and send it to Broniton, 
to be sent to you. 

I forgot to rwite you worde that I was very glad you joyned with 
us in the Ember weake. M" Wallcote sent me word she would 
come to see me the next weake, and then it may be I shall know her 
minde about her sonne, but my desire is to haue my nephewe Pel- 
ham with your tutor. 

The greatest ♦ ♦ ♦ I can send you is that an egg was laid by 
heen of M"^ Yats that smels like muske. I haue the egg. 



XXX. 

To my deare sonne M' Edward Ilarley, 
at Maudlin Hull in Oxford, these. 

Deare Ned — I haue but littell warneing to rwite. Your father 
hastens the mesinger away ; yet in haste, I desire to say somethinge 
to you, by which you may kuowe howe we doo, and howe much I 
longe affter your good, which I desire next the good of my owne 
soule. My dayly prayers are for you, and my thoughts are oftlten 
with you. Your father has not bine very well theis three days, he 
has sent for doctor Deodate ; but doo not be affraide, for I hope it is 
but some coold, and I am not affraide of him, tlio I am sorry for 
him, and be you so, and pray for him. He dous not keepe his 
chamber : his illnes keep him at home, that he was not at Hariford, 
with depuety leftenants. Your cosen Croft is a lett'tnenat, and is 
come downe for the prest men : he was with me : he came post, and 
tooke 2 ix)st horsess vp in this towne. All the lusty men are afraide 
and hide themself. Theare arc other letters come from tlie lord 
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president, to command the depiiety leiftenants to haue part of the 
trained band in rediness, against they are sent for : and the number 
of them in all comites are acording to that list I sent you. My lord 
of Arondall is .generallisomoe, and my lord of Exexe is lefftenant 
generall, my lord Nweport a courenell, and S' Jacob Aschely 
another corenell. This bearor will tell you, that my cosen Pris is 
dead ; he dyed yesterday ; he has made your father and ray cosen 
Smith his excexotors, which is the ocation of this bearors gooing vp 
to Loundon. Besides the hast of this bearor, my cosen Foxe and 
her mother, with other strangers ; thearefore I must conclud, but it 
is with my ernest prayers to the Lord to biles you. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

3 ApriU, 1639. 

I haue sent you by this bearor a littell box, in which is my 
wactch, loue it better than you would another wacth ; becaus it was 
yoor good grandfathers. You must not over winde it and it will 
goo very well. 

In very greate haste. 

XXXI. 

For my deare sonne M' Edward Harley, 
in Magdeline Halle, Oxford. 

Deare Ned — Theare is no earthly thinge that is of more comefort 
to me than your being well, thearefore you may easely beleeue your 
letters are sweet comforts to me, and so was your letter this weake. 
I biles my God that you haue your health, and the Lord in mercy 
continue that comfort to you and me. My deare Ned, I should be 
exceeding glad, if your tutor would be willmg to let you come home 
at Whitesimtide : if he will but say the word, 1 beleeue all partyes 
would agree ; but then I thinke you would desire to goo to the Act, 
and that would be to much for you ; for I desire if pleas the Lord, to 
haue you at home the longe vacation as they call it My deare Ned, 
let me knowe your minde, wheather you are willing, and wheather 
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your tutor be so too, but so tliat he will be pleased to spend some 
time vritli vs at Bromtone. As they doo at Oxford, so they doo in all 
places, take liberty to inuaye against Puretans. We heare the 
Soothes haue taken the posestion of tlie kings howes in Eddenboro. 
Shure this somer is likely to produce greate matters. The Lord 
shexiwe mercy vpon his poor saruants. I hard the queene as soune 
as the knige left Loundon to goo towards Yorke, went to her beed 
with much sorrow. 

I rwite to you on wensday last by the gardncr, but it was in such 
hast that I beleue you could hardly reede it I rwit you word your 
cosen Prise had made your father and my cosen Smith his excexo- 
tors, and thus he has dis}K)sed of his estate ; they say his land is 
worth 300 a yare ; he owes 2 thousand and 5 hundered pound and 
some say 3 hunderd pound more. He has giuen to his two sistei's 
chillderen, 12 hundred pounds, and to his brother, 30 i>ounds a yare 
anwety; this will he made when he was last at Loundon, and 
brought it your father, maneing that if any thinge did a rise aboue 
his deets and leggesscss, it should come to his excexetors. 

Remember my saruis to worthy M^ Perkins, and let him knowe, 
the mony shall be sent with all expedition : the sikenes of his scoUer 
is as I aprehindo it, a happy sikenes ; for for the most part we are all 
rather to senceles, then to aprehencif of the condistion of the state 
of our soules. I thanke God, your father is indiferent well, he dous 
not keepe his chamber. Doctor Deodate is not yet come, but I 
beleeue, he will come this night My deare Ned, I thanke you for 
hopeing with me, that I should haue my desire in gooing to chruch, 
which I tlianke God, I did two saboths, and I hope the Lord will 
giue me that mercy this next saboth. I thanke God, your brother 
Robert has his health well, and so has the rest ; some of the sarwants 
haue agues, but not very violently. Good M"" Simons has his ague 
euery day and many fairt his life. I haue toold you if you remem- 
ber of a paper that some statemen make use of, when they would 
not haue knowne what they riwit of. Rwite me w^orde wheather 
you vnderstand what I meane. I pniy God biles you and fill you 
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with gras, that sauefeing gras which will neuer leaufe you. I haue 
not yet reseaufed your letter by Mr. Hackleut, but I hope I shall ; 
80 I rest 

Your most afiectinat motlier, Brilliana Harley. 

April 5, 1639. 

I thanke you for the booke you sent, but yet I nor your father 
heau not reed any of it 

Heare incloesed is the key of your box, with a token from your 
sisters. I should be exceeding glad to see my brother Bray and my 
sister. 

XXXII. 

For Mr. Edward Harlej, in Magdeline Halle, at Oxford. 

Dear Ned — Axcedentally I haue this opertunity to send this letter 
to the carryer, and haueing forgot some nwes, which it may be you 
will be glad to heare, I rwit this letter to you ; tho this and that 
which I rwite to you yesterday come by one mesenger. 

We heare that the kinge of Spaine begins to deale with the mo- 
nestries in Spaine, as Harry the 8 did in Ingland. My deare Ned, 
let me vpon this put you in minde that this year 1639, is the yeare 
in which maney are of the opinion that Antichrist must begiiic to 
falle. The Lord say Amen to it : if this be not the year, yet shure 
it shall be, in is due tima What nwes I heare conserning Jermany 
you may see by tliis inclosed, which I rescued this momeing. I. 
thanke God, your father is reasnabell welL Doctor Deodate is not 
yet come, nor the mesenger returned. Antony Childe went for him 
on tuesday last 

The cane for you is come downe to Loudlowe. The boxe was 
sent for this morning, but yet it is not come : if I can haue my owne 
minde, it shall be sent to you, if pleas God, the next weake, with the 
mony that is due for your quarter, and that which is due to M"" 
Pirkins as your tutor. 

CAMD. 80C. G 
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The Lord in mercy biles you, and keepe you in his fearo and 
fauor, and giue you fauor with liis childeren. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilltana Harley. 

Apr. 6, 1 639. 

Remember my saruis to your tutor, and tell liim I thanke him for 
his letter. 

XXXIII. 

To her son Edward. 

My deare Ned — I should be glad if I weare in this mesengers 
place, to see you. Nowe at last I haue rescued your letter, by my 
cosen Ilacklet; it does much reioyce me that you are well, and 
when I am not well, your being well refresches me, and I biles my 
God for his mercy to me, that you haue had your health sence you 
went from me; and I beccach the Lord to biles you, and to fill your 
soul with thos sweet grases of his spirrit, by which you may both 
knowe and taste the goodness of the Lord : the Lord is good, and 
good to his, and his saruis is perfect freedome ; and happy are they 
that are of his famely, whoo serue him dayly, and not as a refciiner. 
My deare Ned, be still wacthfull ouer your hart, that nothing steale 
away your affections from your God, whoo alone has loued us and 
whoo alone is to be beloued. 

My deare Nc»d, I thanke you for desireing me to be let blood, 
shuer if I weare auers to it, yet you might i>erswade me, but doctor 
Deodats stay was so short, and I then in a condistion not to tiike 
phisek, so that I could not bee let blood, which I did desire and doo 
still ; but I dare not venture vpon Woodowes. I haue not bine well 
theas 4 days, being extremely trubelled with a beateing at my hart 
I thanke God, this day I haue bine something better then I was 
sence thrusday ; I hope the Lord will be mercyfull to me in all con- 
distions. I thanke God, your father is well and cheerefulL Your 
brother Robert had a littell indisix)tion, incHiieing to a fite tlie last 
night, but nowe ho is well ; your sister Brill is returned from 
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Lainetarden, wheare shee was to supply my place in being god- 
mother to Mrs. Yates daughter. She was brought to beed on 
saterday last I thanke you for the bookes you sent me: the 2 
speeches against the Scothes, I red tliem both ; they both sheawe of 
what spirit they are ; M"^ Euers was with me yesterday, and your 
father gaue him the one home with him. You cosen Croft and the 
other conductor fell out at Loudlowe, and M"" Merek went away with 
the comistion, but now they are goon. Your father is very willing 
you should come home the weeke before Whitesentide ; it is the 
Ember weake, but then your tutor must be pleased to come with 
you. Let me knowe wheather you haue any desire to it Your 
father has sent you by this bearer (for yet I knowe not whoo shall 
goo to you) tlie mony for your quarter, which M*" Pirkins rwite for, 
and the mony due to him, and the cane for you ; it has bine longe a 
comeing, and now it is not so good as I would haue it I haue sent 
you a purs, which I did promise you, and somethinge in it, only 
becaus it should not come emty: it has bine all Bleethes worke 
sencc she came to me. Your father purposess to goo to morrow to 
the bischops about tlie commistion. My lady Conway rwite me 
word that shee had rescued a letter from you, which shee takes 
very kindely. The Lord in mercy biles you, and keej^e you from 
all euell. Strangers are in the parler, and theare I must end this 
discours, to discours with them, but I am well pleased when I cane 
expres meself 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Apr: 16, 1639. 

Remember my saruis to your worthy tutor. I hope Finer shall 
bring this letter to you. 

XXXIV. 

To my (leare sonne Mr. Edward Harley, 
at Magdelin Hall, Oxford. 

My deare Ned — I haue t>vo letters to thanke you for, on by the 
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carrier and on Ijy the ganlner ; tlie fi:ardner came not to Bi*omton 
tell wensday last ; he says he was sike by the way, but I beleeiie this 
has loost his creedet for gooing any more jouniys. My deare Ned, it 
is my joy that you are well, and I beceacli the Lord in mercy to 
continue this bllesing of health to you, but aboue all, I desire you 
may haue that true health in your soule of a sounde minde, that so 
in theas days of wafereing and doutcing you may hoold the truth. 
I was not well pleased that I did not keei^e my woord in sending to 
you this weake. 1 hope the next weake your father will send, and 
thcarefore I only rwite theas feawe lines by the carrier to let you 
knowe I haue sent you a pigon pye ; and much good may it doo 
you when you eate it Your father returned from tlie bischops this 
night I thanke God he is well : he prays God to bless you, and so 
dons 

Your affectinat mother, Brilliana IIarley. 

Apr: 19, 1639. 

Remember my saruis to your worthy tutor. 

XXXV. 

To my deare sonne M' Edward Harloy. 

My deare Ned — By the date of tliis inclosed, you will knowe that 
I had thought to haue sent to you the last weake ; but other biusness 
l)reuented Piners comeing to you. I thanke God your father came 
well home from the bischops on fryeday, and I thanke God he is 
well. Theare are letters come from the lord presedent, to command 
all the dejwtue leftenants not to goo out of the county, and I beleeue 
it will be the like in Oxfordshcere, and then I must not looke to see 
my brother Bray. We heare that the Hariford shoulders haue 
killed on of the conductors, but which of them I doo not yet knowe; 
they sjiy he was beueried on tusday last at Whitechruch beyond 
Shrewsbury. The Oxford soulders could not be wors than Hari- 
fordsheares weare. Euery on crys out y\}on them for theare 
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vilinees which they did. I take it for a mercy that your father 
had not a hand in it, senco they weare ao ill funiislicd. I hard this 
day' that ray lord of Excoxes was meet neare Bareke by the 
treshewe of Scotland, whoo toold Iiini that the Scots liad put in 
maiiy men into Bareke. My lord of Execkcs haci 150 hundereJ 
men with him when he meet him, ami ^-pon his words sent for 3000 
more, but when he came to Bareke ho found no such thtnge, and 
then he sent the kinge word be sliould take heed of the trcsurerer, 
vpon which the kinge comemanded him to his chamber; but they 
say ho is broken away. It is confermed by euory on tiiat t)ie Scots 
haue gained all Scotland without shecdiiig any blood. I hard tliat 
500 men came out of Irland, and tliey arc put into Carlile. Your 
falher goos to morrow, if picas God, to Heariford to the sessions, and 
tliinkes not to retume tell satcrday. My dcare Ned, I did thinke 
that your tutor would be vnwilling you sliould come home tell 
affiter the Act ; I beleeue he dous it for your benifit, and I uiuat and 
doo seeke that, beyond all content to rataelf ; but I cannot ynder- 
stand by yoiy letter wheatLer he be content you should come home 
as Boune as the Act is past, for that I desire you should doo, and I 
tliinke yon may well do. 

I beleeue my coaen Smith and his wife, and Burgh and his wife, 
brake theare proniis witli you, and did not come to you this Ester. 
Colbonio will informe you of all your frinda heare. 

I hope your worthy tutor is returned before this. I much reioyco 
to heare he is so carefull of you. I beceacli the Lord more and 
more to incline Ills hart to slieawo a loueing care of you, and ] 
hojjc you will Indeuier to ansure his loue, with lone, and his cai-e 
with all respect 

I am sorry you haue loost so gowl company as my coson Vahan. 

My deareNed, be carcftill of your henllli and neglect not exercise, 

The Lord in mercy biles you and presanio you from all eueill. 

I tliaiike you for the prophesy you eent me. 

Remember my aaruis to your tutor. So I rest 

Your most aflo-thiut mother, Brilliana Il.vnt.nv. 

Alir.22, l(i3!). 
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XXXVI. 

For my deare sonne M' Edward Harley, 
in Magdeline Hall, in Oxford. 

My deare Ned — I was glad to reseufe your letter, for heatherto 
you haue bine the great comfort of my life, which I biles my God 

Ifor ; but, my deare Ned, are you willing to hide yoiu* being ill from 
me, whoo only desires to partake with you in all that befalls you ? 
My deare Ned, when you are ill, my prayers are more for you, and 
the Lord, I hope, will heare me in his Sonne, in home He alone is 
well pleased. My deare Ned, I hope this is but an ague, which are 
very much every weare; be carefuU of your self, keepe a spare dyct; 
and, my deare Ned, O that I weare with you ; but this is my com- 
fort, my God is witli you, and He cane ease you, and vphoold you, 
and presarue you, and I trust He will doo so. Your father is now at 
Heareford, and will not retume tell to morrow ; but I can not well 
stay so long from sending to you, thearefore I haue made hast to 
dispacth this barer to you, and hope he will bringe me wellcome 
newes of your health, but, if other ways, I hope both you and I shall 
willingly submit to beare the hand of our God. I thanke you for the 
kings booke you sent me. Deare Ned, be neuer vnwilling that I 
should know how it is with you ; for none has a more tender apre- 
hention of it then meself. I thanke God, your brothers and sisters 
are well, and I am reasnabell well, but that I haue bine much tru- 
bled with a swelling in my fase and mouth. The Lord in mercy 
biles you, and restore your health to you againe, and santyfy this 
sikenes to you, that so, both health and siknes may be aduantage to 
you, whoo are most deare to 

Your most affectinat mother, Builliana Harley. 

Apr: 26. 1639. 

I haue sent some bessor stone, which you may take at a night 
when you goo to beed ; and the Lord biles all means to you. 

I haue sent you 2 graines of oranipotabely, which I would haue 
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you take in 2 spounefulls of cordus watter, when you findc yourself 
not well. 



XXXVII. 

To my deare sonnc M' Edward Ilarley, 
in Magdeline Hall, in Oxford. 

Deare Ned — On saterday last I reseued your letter by Mr. 
Braughtons man; it was wellcome to me. I hope this day Jones will 
be with you. My prayers are for your health, and I hope the Lord 
will be mercyfuU to me in you, and as I may so say, to spare my 
Joseph to me. My deare Ned, nothinge can more pleas me then to 
haue a sirnpathy witli you, thearefore not to knowe how it is with 
you would be a torter to me ; and when you are not well, sorrow is 
a thousand times more pleasing to me then to be merry. 

My deare Ned, if it pleases the Lord that you are still not well, { 
looke vp to your God ; consider why He corrects ; it is to better vs, j 
that we may see the euill of our ways, and finde how bitter sinn is, J 
that has brought such bitter thinges vpon us, and has, as wo may say, 
altered Gods dealeing with vs; for the Lord delights to shea we 
mercy ; and we haue changed His cours, so that we infors the Lord 
to correct vs for our good ; and deare Ned, this comfort we finde in 
afflictions, that then we tast howe good tlie Lord is. He then heares 
our prayers, and giues vs ease, and casts vs not of, howe weake, 
howe fainte, howe poore or misrabcU so euer we are. To the glorry 
of my God be it spoken, such haue I founde Him to the poorest of all 
His seruants. My deare Ned, be carefull of yourself for my sake, 
and I hope your tutor will take care of you, or ells he deceaufs me. 
I long to heare of you, and I pray God I may heare well of you ; 
but, deare Ned, rwite me the truth, still howe you doo, or ells I can 
neuer be in any aschurance. 

Your father came well home on saterday last I thanke God, he 
is very well. I am not sartaine wheather he will rwit to you or no. 
Your brothers and sisters are well. Mrs. Gower is brought to heed 
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of a daugher, and I am intreted to be the godmother. Mr. Simons 
is now well. I hard that my lord of Esexkess went from Barek 
into Scoteland with 500 men, and found none tlieare that resisted 
him, or did any thing, and so he returned in peace. To morrow 
your father, if pleas God, goos to Hariford about prikening the 
soulders that must be sent out of the trained bands, wliich makes 
many of tlieare wifes to cry. 

M" Pits sent me word by a saruent of hers that she sawe vou at 
Oxford. I knowe her not, but out of her louo to your ant Wacke 
shee fauored you with a viset, and sent her man purposely from 
Rudall to let me knowe you weare well. Slie married my lady 
Chokes brother. Mr. Scidmore that I r>vit you wd^d of, would see 
you, was at your chamber to see you the thursday before Easter, but 
you and your tutor weare not theare. The Lord in mercy biles 
you, and presarue you in safety, and giue me comfortable seeing of 
you ; so in hast I rest 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Apr: 29, 1639. 

Remember my saruis to your worthy tutor ; to him I would haue 
rwit, but I heare he is not at Oxford. 



XXXVIII. 

Ffur my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej, at Magdalen IIalI» 

in Oxford, deliver these. 

Dearc Ned — The last night I receaued your 1*"* by Jones, w*^** 
giues me comfortable assurance of yo*" being well ; for which I desii^e 
to blesse the Lord; and (deare Ned) as some sharpenes giues a better 
relish to sweet meats, soe some sence of sickenes makes us tast y* 
benefit of health. I belieue it was yo*" comfort, when you were sicke, 
that you expected health from yo"" God ; and in yo' health, that you 
haue that blessing fi-om Hun, with a desire to spinne forth yo"" health 
in y* seruice of yo' God, w*"** is perfect freedome; & since you haue 
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■to 



soo great priuiledge as to partake of God's iiiercifs in all conditions, 
labour to see y' great and infinite loue of God Jri Christ, in whom all 
thlngea are made a blessing to us ; but without whom, all conditions I 
and all thingea are a curse. Be carefoll of jo' healtli for my sake. I 
I Lelieue j" sneezing powder did you noc good, and let it teach you 
j' wisdome not to take medeciiiea out of a sti-ange hand. Your 
fiather returned well from Hereford y' last niglit, whei'e y' deputie 
lieuetenonts met about making choise of some of y' trayned band to 
be ready against y^ king send for tliem. I hear from London tliat 
Mr. Sin^ons (a worthy minister) and three or fower more are gone 
into y' low eontreyes to shift for themsuliios. D'' Storton is very 
ucke. I am exaeeding glad to heare that there is some hope of M"" 
Whatlyea recouerie. I thanke you for y* copie of j* oath you sent 
me. I doubt whctlier my lord Say & my lord Brooke be set at 
libertie, but I wish it he true. This morning I receaued yo' 1'" by 
y* carrier, & y' last weake yof I'er sent by Mr Braughton's man : 
they are wellcome to me, & you desenic thankes for tliein. Some 
indisposition enforces me to keepe my bed, w'^'' Is y' cause I make 
Tse of another's penne." I thaiikc God I am not worser than when I 
was wont to keej^ my bed. Remember my seruice to yo'' worthy 
tutor, & tell liini 1 am engadged in y' way of thankes to him for his 
care of you. I desire him, yf he doe not like y* piece of plate, that 
he would retume it to Burgho agaiue, w"" directions of what fasliion 
he wold huue it, & the weight of it 28 ounces, as yo' ffatlier wrote 
to Burghe tliis should haue been, & write to Burglie that he send it 
dowue to you to Oxford, & not to Itromptoo. I will, an't please 
God, send you a. draught of yo' Itkthers ai'iues to put upon it. 

I wold haue writ to M' Perkins but that I am so bad. I pray 
God blease you. 

Send me word how yo' watch goes. 
Your most affectinat mother, Bkilliana IIaiilly. 
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XXXIX. 

For my deare sodhc Mr. Edward Ilarley. 

Deare Ned — I willingly take my oi)ertiinity both to giue you 
knowledg howc your father aiul meselt* doo, and to inquire affter 
you, and theiirefore I cannot let this bearer goo without a letter, 
tho I haue but littell time to rwit in, it being affter supper. My 
deare Ned, when I receued your letter by Jones and by Coolbome 
I was indis|)osed, that I could not be out of my beed ; but now, I 
thanke God, I haue more liberty, in which I haue tliis contentment, 
that 1 can tell my minde to you with my owne penn. I acknowledg 
it Gods great mercy to me that you are well ; and I thanke youe 
for both your letter by Jones and Coolbome ; and tho Jones found 
you well, yet I did not re|)ent my sending to see you. I w^as afraide 
you would haue had an ague ; but God sheawed both you and me 
what lie could haue brough upon you, and His name be bllesed tliat 
He so soone withdrwe His hand. I hope I shall see you affter the 
Act, which I longe for, and 1 pray God giue me a joyefuU seeing of 
you. I would by all means, and so would your father, haue the 
peace of plate changed for a bigger on of 30 ounces ; the annes 
shall be sent yoiu I like the stufe for your cloths well ; but the 
cullor of thos for euery day I doo not like so well ; but the silke 
chamlet I like very well, both cullor and stuf. Let your stokens be 
all ways of the same culler of your cloths, and I hope you now we^re 
Spanisch leather shouwes. If your tutor dous not intend to bye you 
! silke stokens to weare with your silke shute send me word, and I 
wull, if pleas God, bestow a peare on you. You did well to koepe 
the beasorstone and orampotabily with you. I thinke I forgot to 
rvvite word that when the orampotabily is taken it must be stired 
tell it be disolued. Your cosen Fraces thinkes it will doo miracells. 
I thanke God, your father is w^ell, and on thursday next he goos, 
if pleas God, to Hariford. For meself, I haue not bine very well ; but 
this day, I thanke God, I haue bine some thinge better. I haue bine 
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a loDge tijue ui the acoule of affliction, wlieare I desire not to be 
wary of the correction of iny heaiienly father, but to leame obedi- 
ence vnder it. 

Heare inclosed I haue sent you some foren nwes, being still 
desireons to haue your minde keep awake in the consideration of 
the affairs abroode. I thanke you for the kings booke. 

My deare Ned, I comfort meself with the [wrswation tliat your 
cheefo care h to walke tiefore your God in all well pleasinge, and 
rot to deuide His saruis, and so to make a religion to your self, that 
is, to take so much of Gods saruis as you pleas, and to leauf'e tiie 
rest, as most men doo ; but tho they may passify tlieare conciences 
for a time, yet in tiie end theare comtbrts will faille thejm; which I 
hope yours will neuei-. 

I pray God biles you, and presarue you from all euill; so in hast I 
rest, 

Your most affcctinat mother, BuilliaNa Haulev. 

I rescued tho note by Jones, and thanke you for it. 
Mag 7. H!39. 



For my denre Bonne Mr. Edward Hiu-1i:y. 
Deare Ned — This momig, with no smale contentinent, I rcscuL-d 
yonr letter by the carrier ; it is my Joy that you are well, and 1 
beceacfa tiie Lord to continue yom' health to you; and, my deare 
Ned, be carufull to doo excrsis. I did bcleue that you did forget to 
send the letter which you rwitc nie word of, but now I haue re- 
scued it, and thanke you for it It is Strang to me how fasting and 
prayer can agree with treacherous weapons, as kinifes and such like; 
thearefore, for my part, I will vnbeleeue the one of them, eather that 
tliey doo not fast and pray, or tliat they doo not make prouition of 
such weiwns. Theare was a report that tlie kinge was goone to 
Loundoun, which carao to his eare, at which lie was much dis- 
pleased. I bard that inarijuise Hainlenton was gone witli 7000 
men to land them in Scotland. Caplainc Brandsheave is gouerner 
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of Barek, My deare Nedj theas tilings are of the Lord, and as none 
thought of such B biusnes as this is, so we are aa ignorant whate the 
issue will be : the Lord giue vs harts of depcntaiiecs vjion him. 

Haucing bine otilin not well, and confined to so sollatary a place 

as my beed, 1 made choys of an eutertainement for meself, which 

, might be eassy and of some bcnifit to meself; in which I made cboys 

I to reade the life of Luther, rwit« by Mr. CallueiL I did the more 

I willingly reade it, becaua he is generally branded with ambisdon, 

which caustul him to doo what he did, artd that the papis doo so 

generally obrade us that we cannot toll wheare our religion was 

before Luther ; and some haue taxt him of an imteiierat liie. Theas 

resons made me desire to reade his life, to see vpon what growned 

theas opinions weare biult ; aud finding such satisfaction to meself, 

how fallsly theas weare raised, I put it into Inglisch, and heare in 

closed haue sent it you ; it Is not all his life, for I put no more into 

Inglisch then was not in the booke of Marfers. 

Theas tilings of note I findc in it, firstly, what Lutlier acknow- 
ledgs, he was instructed in the truth by an old man, whoo led him 
to the doctrine of juBtiKcalion by faith in Christ: and Erasmas, 
when his opinion was asked of Luther, said he was in the right It 
is [rue the truth was much obscured with error; and then it pleased 
the Lord to rais up Luther as a trumpet to proclame His truth, and 
as a standered barare to hoold out the ensinge of His truth; which did 
but make thos to apeare of the Lords side, whoo weare so before. 
And it is aparent to mo, that no amhistious ends moued Luther ; for 
in all the cours of his life he neuer sheawed aiiibistion : tho he loued 
lerneing, yet, as fare as I can obsarue, he neuer affected to be 
estemed more lemed than he was. So that in Luther we see om" 
owne fasess ; they that stand for the old truee way they bring vp 
nwe doctriner, and it is ambistion, vnder the vaile of religion. 
Another obseruation I linde in Luther, that alt his fasting and 
Btriknes, in the way of Popery, neuer gaue him peace of concience ; 
for he had greate feares tell be had throughly learned the doctrine 
of JuatificHtion by Christ alone; and so it will be with vs all; no 
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peace shall we haue in our owiie righteousness. And one thinge 
more I must tell you, that I am not of theaire minde whoo thinke, 
if he nad bme of a milder temper it had bine better ; and so Eras- 
mas says ; but I thinke no other spirit could haue sarued his tume. 
He was to cry aloude, like a trumpet ; he was to haue a Jonas spirit 
Thus, my deare Ned, you may see how willingly I impart any 
thinge to you, in which I finde any good. I may truely say, I neuer 
inioy any thinge that is good but presently my thoughts reflect vpon 
you; biit if any tliinge that is euill befall me, I would willing beare 
it all me self, and so willingly would I beare the ill you should haue, 
and reioyce that you should inioy what is good. Your father is now 
at Hariford ; I ho})e he will be at home to morrow. Your brothers 
are well, and so as your sistwers and cosen Smith. Mr. Simons is 
recouered, and teaches the scoule againe. Mr. Gowers ague hangs a 
littell vpon him. My deare Ned, I knowe you doo not loue medicines, 
yet I would faine haue you drhike, this May, some scuruigras 
pounded and strained with beare, if theare be any to be had in 
Oxford ; it is a most excelent thinge to purge the blood. 

My deare Ned, the Lord in heauen biles you, and giue me a 
comfortabell seeing of you. So I rest, in hast, 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Remember my saruis to your worthy tutor. Tell Gorg his mother 
is looked for at Bromton to night His brother is goone to Teux- 
bery ; I beleeue you knowe his biusness. 

May 10, 1639. 

I haue made a pye to send you ; it is a kide pye. I beleeue you 
haue not that meate ordinaryly at Oxford; on halfe of the pye is 
seasncd with on kinde of seasening, and the other with another. I 
thinke to send it by this carrier. 



\ 
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XLI. 

To mj deare soDne Mr. Edward Harley, in Magdeline Hall, in Oxford. 
For joar deare self. [Sealed with black wax.] 

Deare Ned — Your father haueing some biusnes to send to Loun- 
don glues me an opertuenity to rwite to you, which I willingly doo, 
tho I rwit to you by the carrier last frieday. When your father 
went to Heariford, he was not sartaine of his gooing to Bambery; 
and if he did he meant to send on to let you knowe so much, that you 
might meet him on saterday at Bambery, wheare I hope by Gods 
mercy you will see your father ; and I pray God you may both haue 
a comfortable meeting ; and tho I cannot haue part in it, yet absent, 
my desres are with you, and I hope in good time the Lord will giue 
me the comfort of seeing you. 

This morning I rescued your letter by Hollingworth. My deare 
Ned, I biles the Lord that in mercy he has so shuted you with a 
tutor, vpon hom your harts desire is so much sect; you might haue 
had a good man, and not such a shutetabellness in him to your hart 
I can not blame you to feare the looseing of him ; for when we fined 
any of like aflFections to vs we ought to prise them, for they are not 
to be had euery day. As soune as I hard that M"" Whately was 
sike, my thoughts weare that if M"" Wheately did dye, Bambery 
men would desire to haue M"" Pirkins. My poore prayers haue bine 
euer sense I hard it, and shall be, that the Lord would giued your 
tutor in the right way, most for his glory ; and I hope the Lord will 
seettell him in the place wheare he now is, for he must as well looke 
how he leaufs his standing as vpon what ground he would accept of 
that place which is ofFred him : it is true his call to Bambery is 
right and just, but wheather it be as right he should leaufe that 
standeing in which he is, I knowe not I feare me that that has bine 
the spoyleing of the vniuersitys and corrupting of the jentry theare 
breed, because that as soune as any man is come to any ripeness of 
judgment and holynes he is taken away, and so they still gleane the 
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garden of the ripe grapes and leaufe sower ons behinde. My deare 
Ned, my God be bllesed, who has giuen yon a hart to looke vp to 
Him, and a desire to depend on His most holy Prouidence ; and the 
Lord in mercy establisch your hart in waiteing one Him, and then 
you will neuer be ashamed. It is true that you no souner peeped 
into the world but you had a taste of the various and changeabell- 
ncss of the condistions here belowe ; for no souner weare you at 
GUoster but you weare remoued, and from Shearwesbury ; but, as 
you well obsarue, for which I hope both you and I shall endeuer to 
be thankfull, God still prouied for you ; and so I trust He will doo 
still. My hope is, that you will still inioy your worthy tutor, which 
will be much contentment to me. I hope your father will be a 
means to seettell his thoughts. I haue heare sent you a coppy of a 
sermon preeched in Scotland ; you must take care whoo sees it ; you 
neuer read such a peace. I thanke God, I am reasnabell well, and 
your brothers and sisters, with your cosen Smith, are very well ; 
but to my much trubell I feare your brother Robine leames but 
littell. 

I purpos to send this weake into Linconschere, for I haue not 
heard from my sister a longe time. My deare Ned, tlie Lord in 
mercy biles you, and fill you with his grase, and giue you a feeleing 
of his vnspeakebell loue in Christ Jesus, that so you may be tyed 
by tlie bonds of loue to all obedience to your God ; and so I rest 
Your most affectionat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Your fathers ante Corbet is dead, for which he is very sorry. 
Bromton, May 20. 1639. 

Your father meet accedentally with on at Hariford by home he 
rwite to you to meete liim. 

Your father will bringe his armes with him, if please God, to be 
set on the plate. 
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XLII. 
For my deare Sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

Deare Ned — I pray God biles you, and inriche you with those 
saueing grasess of His spirit which to inioye is happines, and mesery 
to be to without them. 

Ycstrday Lonckford retunied from Loundoun, and he aschures 
me he sawe you well on monday last, but two lines from you would 
haue giuen me more contentment than all his eloquence has doun. 
I hope you will haue a comfortabell seeing of your father, which I 
hope I shall reioyce in the aschurance of, at the safe returne of your 
father, and I hope it will not be longe before God giue me the com- 
fort of seeing you. 

I beleeue you lieare that the Scots would none of the proclama- 
tion. My lord of Ratesford sonne and one other nobell man is 
goone to the Couenantcrs. It is reported thatt the Scots haue sent 
the kinge the crowne and septer, with most humbell exprestions. 

Howe all your frindes doo in theas parts you will heare, I hope, by 
your fathers man; so recommending you to tlie protection of the 
Lord, beceaching Him to keepe you in His feare, which is the be- 
gineing of all wisdome ; and be aschured I am well pleased when I 
can expres meself 

Your most aftectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

May 2S, 1639. 

I hope M"" Pirkins resolution continues for his stay in Oxford: 
send me word how it is. 

XLIII. 
To her son Edward, endorsed, " for your dere self." 
Deare Ned — Most gladely I rescued your letter from Woster, by 
my cosen Adams. I acounte it as a greate mercy of God that you 
had so cleere a skiee ouer you, which might make you the better 
tolerate the ill ways vnder your horsess fooute. I knowe not a 
greater joy in this world than the aschurance of your being well. 
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thearefore I desire to biles my Ood, that you past part of your 
journey so well, and I hope I shall eare longe reseaufe the aschurance 
of your comBing well to Oxford. 

I boleeue you remember wheather your father wliont when you 
parted from him ; from whence he brought this inteligence, that the 
Scots weare intrenched 12 miles of Barek. and that it is a dificulle 
thinge to knowe what they doo ; for if any ingUshe man goo to 
thorn, tliay are vsed kindcly, but they retume aa wise as tliey cjune, 
for none discouers theairc eounsills to them. That tliey soui^ 
rouneded some of my lord of HoUuanda company, they say la true, 
by which tbey did but verify what they had said, that they mente 
not to tidie adivntgess to doo ronge, only to defend theinselfa. 
Theare are some Scots taken which weare comeing into Scoteland, 
who had bine commanders in Jermariy : they are put into seuerall 
prisons; the particulars I beieeue you will hejii'e from other pens, 
thearefore I omite it Tliey say, that the Frenche haue had two 
great ouerthrowes ; for which I am sorry. Your father is In some 
doute wheather he shall goo to Loiuidone the next weake or noo ; if 
nesescity so constraine him, I can not but be sorry, and 1 if it be so, 
I wisch I had you with me that time your father is away. Doo not 
take notis of this to your fatfier. I hope if he doo goo to Loimdoun, 
it will be by Oxford. Deare Ned, tlieare is so much discours of 
wars, that it may well put vb in minde of our spirituall warefare ; in 
botli theare is nothing more requisite then to stand vpon the wacth ; 
to be surpirsed is both a shame and greate diaaduantagc to a aoiil- 
der, thearefore, deare Ned, stand as it wiare aenternell, and be shuro 
you be not fomide sleepeing; wacth against your enimy, and the 
Lord of beauen, tliat neiier comes so nearc sleepe as to slomber, 
kccpe you in all aaflety. Let me heure from you as ofiWn as you 
haue rn)crtunity. Your father, J thanke God, is well, and so is 
your brothers and sisters. 1 thanke God, your sister Mai'gett us 
mised her ague theas two days. Mr. Uroughton dined heare ta 
day; he pivx'lames a quarell against you and your tutor; but 1 tell 
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him you ai-o botli gillteless. My deare Ned, the Lord biles you, 
and giue me the comfort of seeing you againe. 

Your most iiffectinat mother, Bkilliana Hasley. 

In hast. 
June 21, 11)39. 

Doo with the teatament I gaue yoa as you pleas, and if Asch 
send one to me fur you, it shall be sent you. Remember my sarais 
to your tutor. 

Your brotlier has sent vnw vour bookes bv this carrier. 



To lier soil Edward. — Endursed, " For jour duar aelt'." 

Deare Ned — I rwite to you this day, before tliis, but this night at 
supjxir reseaufeing so good nwes of peace, I couJd not willingly stay 
tell the next weake before I did impart it to you. This night Tonias 
Miller cams from Loundon, wheare \Tiexpectedely ho founds my 
lord nwely come to Lnundoun from Ireland ; his letter to me I send 
you heai-e inclosed, and what he rwitea to your futlier, I will relate , 
you as pountually as my memory will giue me leaufo. It is thus, 
the Scots armey was intrenched within 4 or 6 miles of the kings: 
they sent coraissinars to tlie kiiige, to let the Icinge knowe tlieare 
griuences, for whous safety they had the lord jeneralls himdi 
when they wears in liis tente treateing with him, tlie kings came in 
vnexpected ; the coramiaciuara offi-ed to kJse hia hand, which the 
kinge refused, but affterwards they did. They haue agreed vpon 
such condistions which is much to the kings lionnor ; tliey are to 
haiic a jenerali assembely and a parlament, and bischops ; but the 
bischops must be subeet to the assembely and parlament. The 
armeiny In Scotland is vnintrenched ; and thus we see a way by which 
G(h1 is pleased to lontghen our pence : for which I pray God, make us 
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thankefull : and for my part I shall be 
howesower, beleeiie this, that I am. 

Your most affectinat mother, 
(No date.) 

I Iiaue sent my brother Bray a cheea; I would haue you i;iirei'iill 
to send it him, but not by any esprcs meaeugpr. Send my letter to 
me againe. 



For my Jeare sonn 
in MagddiD 



i M' Eiiwnrd UhtIv; 
Uall, Oxford 



Deare Ned — Your letter by HuUsy, M' Braiightons man, 1 
reseued yesterday. I reioyce that you are well, and I hojje youi' 
eyes are so, becaus you say nothing to tho contrary ; and I hope 
your minde and tonghe weare in good tune when you ansured in the 
hall ; and if you should not doo as well as you desire, yet let it not 
discorage you. 1 wisch I had hard you ; and, my deai'e Ned, I long to 
see you, for when you weare with me you weare halfe that littell 
time you stayed, vpon gooing euory day, that it did a littell vn- 
flweeten my contentment ; but I hoi>e I shall see you now againe with 
comfort, which I bagg of the Lord. 

My cosen Pelhain nvite me word that i made him a scasnabell offer 
of a buck, for winch he thanked me. He <lid not say he desired 
on, but for fearo least I should be in an ei^or. I tooke the thankea 
for my offer, for a willuignea to accept of a buck, which I hauc sent 
him by this bearer, and if it come sweot I shall be pleased ; and if it 
be not the fellowes falll, I bcleone it will come very sweet : it is a 
very large dcere, and very fat for this time of the yeare, considering 
your fathers park dous not at any time yeald a very fate deare, but 
as good a tasted deare as any is : if you sec this vrnson you will say 
it is a good dare. The place where it was shot I made salt be put, 
tliat so that place may not tjinto tlic rest. My iluare Ned, 1 would 
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haue > ou give the mesenger my letter to my cosin Pelham, and direct 
him to carry the venson to him. 

I thanke God your father is well, aiid so is your brothers and 
sisters. 

I haue not hard of any allterations in publicke affaires sence I 
rwite last to you. I beleeue you will gees whoo was your sister 
Dorritys secretary. My deare Ned, the Lord biles you and fill you 
with thos graseses which may make you shine in the eyes of His chill- 
deren ; in hast, I rest 

Your most aflfectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Bromton: July 4, 1639. 

Remember my knife. 

Remember my saruis to goode and worthy M' Pirkins. Let me 
knowe wheather he be as kinde to you as he was vsed to be. 

I would haue you rwit me word by this barrer when your tutor 
will, and pleas God, let you come home. 



XLVI. 

For uiy deare sonne M' Edward Harley, 
in Magdeline Uall, Oxford. 

Deare Ned — I rwite to you yesterday, and I beleeue to many 
others I should haue aleaged that, as an excuse for not rwiteing at 
this time, yet I cannot give meself leaufe to do so to you, but 
willingly I vse a kinde of violence to my other ocations, in takeing 
time to rwite to you, sence I cannot haue the contentment in speak- 
ing to you. I rescued your letter by the carrier this morning, so 
that Moene is now in request againe. 

I biles God that you are well, and my deare Ned, be carefull of 
yourself; be carefull of the health of your body for my sake ; and 
aboue all, be carefull of the health of your soule for your owne and 
my sake ; and as to the body, thos things doo most hart which are of 
a deadly quallity as poyson, so nothing harts the soule like that 
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deadly [xiyson of sinii; thearefor, my dearest, be wacthfuU against 
thos great and suttile and vigilent euimya of your prssiona aoulc. I 
beleeue you knowe that one of the best parts of a euulder ia to stand 
vpon his garde, and his greatest shame (next to runeing away) not 
to be ibund so ; so is it in our spiritual! warefare ; if Sathen surprise 
va, lie takes vs at Ids will, and if we turne our bakes and rune away, 
O I ho will persue tell we be taken. My deare Ned, I beleeue you 
are confident that you are most deare to me, tliearefore thinke it not 
strauge, if I am stuedious and carefull that your peace should be 
keept with your God, whous fauor is belter then life. I loiige to 
see you, and I hope I shall doo it shortly. I hope belore this, you 
haue rescued your hate and stokens, but Burigh is something ngli- 
gent. Your father is, I thanke God, well ; be is ride abroude. In 
Itast, I giue you this ascunuice that 1 am 

Your moat atfectinat mother, Buii.liana Harley. 

BroiHton,J>dy5, 163!). 

Remember my loue to your worthy tutor. 1 should haue rwit to 
Gorg, but I haue not time. Your father has diuci-s times sence you 
went asked for strawbery butter, and in memory of you this day I 
made Hacklet lunke some, I wiscb you a. discll of it. 



To her son Edward.— Endorsed, " For your d«arc stlt'." 
My deare Ned — On tusday last by Tomaa Miller I reseued your 
letter, which was not a littell wellcome to ma I biles God that you 
are well, most ernestly desireing you may both inioy the fauor of 
your God, which is better tlien life, and the fauor of Ids endeared 
onsie, which should be more precious to vs than the good will of all 
the world besides. For the afl'^res of the Acte, I wisch you hard 
Miller make the relation : it sccmes he meaucs not to be a papis, for 
becaus he vnderstood nothing, he likes It not, and desires rather to be 
sent to Oicford at any other lime then the Act. How biussy soouer 
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tlie time was to you, yet it was a vacHtion to him, for be knwe not 
what to doo with himself. I beleeue this waa his greefe, that he sawe 
euery ono so biussy and he vnderstoode not why. 

I much desire to heare from you, now t]ie Act ia past, how you 
did in aU that comebouation : I hard by Miller, but nowe I desire to 
knowe how you are when it is past. Your father has biuo ever senco 
tusday at Hariford, at tlie sescions, wheer a strange tliingc befell 
liim, (or Stjclie of Wallford put vj) a bille of indictenicnt against 
him Jbr spoUeing the kings highe ways, by the water that he drawcs 
ouer hia growndes. You may remember, I thinke, that your father 
made him pay for his hors that carriede a loade on the sabotli : 
acordlng to the law he paide, and now against lawe, he seekes to 
reneng himself: tlio it be longe sence, I dout not but your father 
will cleere himself and forgiue him. Your father had this day 
senight a falle olf his hors which did much hurt bim, but I thanke 
God, he ia now much better; this day he is gone to my lord prese- 
dent, whoe has apointed all the depuety leftenants to come to him on 
tusday next; but they desire a further time, and liaue desired 
your father to procure it; and that is his biusnes to ray loi-d. 

My deare Ned, I long to see you, and without your tutor seet doune 
the day when your father should send horses for you, your futliei* 
will say the time is not yet this 3 weekes that be and your tutor 
agreed v|}on, but I was not then bye. I hope to see you shortly, and 
I trust it will be with much comfort, 1 thauke God, your brothers 
and sisters are well. This day I reseued many corantes, but I haue 
i-eed but one, and that I haue heare inclosed sent you. I hard from 
Louiidon this day, but T doo not heare that the kinge is come thca- 
ther. All tliinges goo one yet well. 

I am glad thevenson came sweet; if it did not. Miller deccufesme. 
The (juestons at the Acte, wliich weai-e much longed for, ! hard read 
the last night, teJl which time M' Gowor was keep bigg of lougeing, 
becaus I would not ojien your fathers letter toll he came home. 

It is pitty that such yongo men should marry. You knowe home 
I mcane. I doo not say it is pitty that all yonge men sltould, for 
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some baue need of & nurs or a giude, call them what you pleas. This 
incke is so bade, that I hauc thought I haue had much patience to 
rwit so large a letter, and you must hauo some to reade it. 

My deare Netl, the Lord in mercy biles you, and keope you safe 
vnder the shawedow of His most holy Prouidence; so I rest. 

Your moat affectinat mother, Brilliana Hakley. 

Bromlon, July 13. lG3t). 

Deare Ned, remember ray ioue to good imd worthy M' Pirkins. 



To lier son Edward. — Endorsed, " For your deare sell'," 

My deare Ned — Your letter this weake by the carrier I rescued 
yesterday, and you maybeleeue it was wellcome to me, that reioyces 
in your being welL I am glad you past all the biusnes of the Act so 
well, and now I beleeue Oxford is in a calrae againe. My deare Ned, 
I Jlonge to see you, and theareforc your father has sent horsesa for 
you, which I hope will be with you at the time your tutor desires 
tliey should, or ells I mistake your letter. I hope your tutor will 
come witli you ; you say he will, but by his letter to me I doute it, 
for he speakes of some thinge that lie will send by you. Upon your 
word your father has sent a hors for liim, and if he come he 
shall be very wellcome ; if be weare only your tutor he should be 
welcome, but being ho good a man, and loueing you and vseing 
you so kindely as you aasure me be dous, I cannot but loue and 
respect liini ; and that I camiot doo every ona 

My deai-e Ned, I reioyce with you, and biles my God with you, 
that you are with one that shuts with yoiu* dispocion, for 1 thinke 
to Hue with a sower nnture is a greater paine then to be feed allways 
with sower and bitter meate, and to have the smoke in ona eyes ; 
for my jwirt, I loue no swemes, and I hope you are of ray minde in 
that ; yet it has bine my lot to raeete with some of that dispotion. 

On raunday Mr. Braughton was with me ; but his discours waa 
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as sliort as your letter ; yet I thanke you for it ; tho it weare short, 
yet it found a very wellcome. 

On tusday your father went to Loudlow, from whence ho brought 
home with him S'" Ihon Kirle, Mr. Vahan^ and Mr. Scidmore ; it 
fell out to be at such a time when I was inforsed to keepe my beed, 
which I did from tusday tell this day, and now I thank God, I am 
vp againe. Your father purposess to goo on munday to M*"* Bram- 
ley, and to come home on tusday, and. the weake affter is the 
assises. My lord schef barron goos no more this sirquite. Your 
tutor rwit to me to speake to your father, that j£10 might be sent to 
him for your vse, which your father has doune. Remember my 
loue to your worthy tutor, and tell him I thanke liim for his letter, 
and I doo not rwite to him, becaus I hope to see him at Bromton. 

My deare Ned, the Lord in mercy biles you, and giude you in 
your journy and giue me a comfortabell seeing of you. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Bromton^ July 20, 1639. 

I hope to tell you my minde about your brothers. I pray God 
the nwes you rwit me to true. My lord is at the bathe with my 
lord of Northumland. 



XLIX. 

For my deare sonne M' Edward Harley. 

Deare Ned — My cosen Adams retume from Woster was very 
wellcome to me, becaus he aschured me of your comcing well so fare 
on your journy, and I trust the same gratious Prouidence brought 
you to your joumis end. Your letter was very wellcome to me, for, 
my deare Ned, I cannot but say that I inioy meself with more com- 
fort when you are with me, and next seeing you, to heare from you 
is most pleasing to me. Heare has bine strangers euer since you 
went, and on M' Acton came apurpos to see you. He was of the 
same howes you are of, but left it that yeare you came theather. I 
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; any yonge jenteliniun I liaue i 



I greate 



like him as well i 
while. 

I tbanke God your fatlier is well, and Ihta day gone ohunting, and 
your brothers with him, it being procured with much dificidlty from 
M' Simons. 

My deare Ned, the Lord biles you and giue you that heatienly 
wiadome to remember your Creator in the days of your youth, that 
you may sarufe your God with an vpright hart, and the Lord in 
mercy teach you to prof'et in all the ways of wisdome, and leade you 
in the way in which you should walk*. My deare Ned, omite not 
priuet dutyes, and stire vp your self to exercise yourself iu holy con- 
ference, begg of God to giue you a delight in speaking and thinkelng 
of thos thinges which are your eternall treasure. I many times 
thinke Godly conl'erence is as much neglected by Gods chillderen, 
as any duty. I am confident yon will noways neglect the oper- 
funity of profeting in the ways of lerniiig, and I pray God prosper 
your endeuors. My deare Ned, my thoughts weare filled with other 
obtecta that morning you went away, which made me forget to giue 
you directions about the stufe I spake to you of; but I gaue Ions a 
pettren of what kinde of stufe I would haue ; but I did not tell him 
any thinge ells; and I beieue he had not wito to conscafe my 
meaneing, that you should chus the culler. 

Remember my lone to your worthy tutor, and still beleeue that I 
much reioyce when I can espres meself to be 

Yonr moat atTectinat mother, Brilliana Hari.ev. 

My cosen Dauis presenta her saruis to you. 
Otto: IM. Ifi39, 

I would have you send this inclosed letter as soune as yoii can to 
S'' Gilles Bray, but by a safe hand. 

I haue sent you a baskett of Stoken apells ; tlieare are 4 or 5 of 
another kinde. I hope you will not <tispice them, comeing from a 
frinde, tho they are not to be compared to Oxford appella. 

In the basket with the appells is " the Returne of Prayer," I could 
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not find tlie place I spake of to your tutor, when lie was with me ; 
but since, I found it, and haue sent the booke to you, that he may 
see it, and judg a littell of it ; for my part, I am not of that openion, 
that God will not grant the prayer of others, for the want of our 
joyeing with the rest, or that God doua stand vpon such a number; 
but I am not perrentory, but upon good reson I hope I shall yeald: 
but thifl I thinke and beleeue, that none joyne in prayer with others 
but thos that aimpathise on with another; for it is not the consenting 
to, but the emest desireing of the same. 



To ber son Edward. — Endorsed, " For your denre aelfe." 
Deare Ned — Your letter which I receued this day by Lemater 
carrier was very wellcome to me. I biles God that you inioy your 
health, and that your eye is now well, which I beleeue has put you 
to some paine. I thanke Mrs. Willkinson for her care of it, in 
which shee supplied my place. My deare Ned, I thanke God that 
the Lord has added the acomplischment of this ycare to the rest yon 
haue lived; and I beceach the Lord whoo has uur times in His 
hand and is the preseruer of man, that He would add many years 
to your life, that you may be full of daycs and full of gras, that 
you may Hue heare to the glory of your God ; to wliich end you 
weare made, and that ailiter this life you may inhearet eternity. I 
am glad you reraembred youi- birth day ; I did, and I blless God that 
I haue had the comfort in seeing this yeare more added to you. I 
thanke you for the relation of the seae fight ; to requite you, I haue 
sent you the currances of this weake; Many are of an opinion, the 
fleet was for Ingland. Bllesed be our God, whoo has wacthed ouer w 
when we thought not of such an enimy. 

If the gooldsmith dons my wacth well for that prise I shaJl not 
think it to much. 

Your father is I hope well ; he went yesterday to tin; bischo|is 
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about the gift of Bucknilt; for M' Giiffits is dead, and M' Moi^an 
has put ill a cauit for the liingc, so that M"' Barthy the younger was 
refused to be admitted by the bischop, but your father did hope to 
preuale with him. I feare your father will not be at home this night 
You may knowe I wjsch you with me. I reseoed a box from Loun- 
don with your seale, but no letter with it I purpos and pleas Grod 
to send it by M' Braughton, whoo I heare goos to Oxford on Mon- 
day next, becaus it should come by a more shure hand, with a token 
to M" Wilkinson. I thanke God your brothers and sisters are well, 
and the Lord in mercy biles you and make you still a comfort to 
Your most attectinat mother, Brilliana IIarlet. 

BromtoH, Oclo. 24. 1639. 

This weake the bischop hane giuen port of a comen to on of his 
secretaries; his secretary went to sarue on that oposed him with a 
proses, the mans seruant stroke him downe with a pickeuell, and so 
they beat out his brains in a eruell manei-, 

I sent you the last weake a basket of appells. Remember my loue 
to your worthy tutor. 



F(ir mj deare Sonne 51' Edward Hnrley. 
My deare Ned — I knwe not of this mesengere gooing to Loun- 
don tell saterday last, scnce which time I hawe bine enforced to keep 
my beed ; this day being the first sln^e saterday thatt I haue bine 
out of my beed to site up out of it, and thearefore, my deare Ned, 
I can only let you knwc in theas lines howe It is with me ; and that 
still I haue a hart that dous most truly loue and tender you ; and I 
beceach the Lord to presarue you from all cuill, especially that only 
venome of our soules, sinn. My deare Ned, be carefull of your self, 
and let me heare from you as oiften as yon can. Your father, 1 
thanke God, is well ; he came home on fryeday last, but I fear Mr. 
Barthy will not haue Bucknill, for a cnuite is put in for tlie kinge. 
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The greifc of it has allmost killed my good cosen Dams ; on saboth 
day last her husband thought she had bine dead. I hard from yonr 
ante Pelham the last weake ; they are all welL The Lord biles 
you. 

Your most afiectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Oct. 30, 1639. Bromtan, 

I should be glad to heare whether Bleethly be fallty or no. 



Lll. 

For my deare sonne M' Edward Harlej. 

Deare Ned — S*" Richard Newjwrt is pleased to doo me the homior 
to conuaie tliis letter to you, and Ihopc you will haue the aduantag 
of waiteing vpon him ; and I can not but acounte it an aduantage 
to be in the presence of such a man. 

I pray God biles you, and giue you a hart to be in loue with 
thos ways of wisdome, which will make you for euer happy. 

Your brothers and sisters are well. 

So in hast I rest 

Your most afFcctinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Oct. 31, 1639. Bromton CasteU. 



Lin. 

For inj deare sonne M' £dward Harlej, in Magdeline Hall, 
in Oxford. — Endorsed, " For your deare self." 

Deare Ned — It is my ioy that you are well, and I biles my God 
that you haue had your health, which I was aschured of this day by 
your letter, which is wellcome to me. That the appells came well to 
your hand I am well pleased, and I hope you haue made vse of them 
for your descert in your chamber. 

What I have hard of the fight with the greate dons, I haue sent 
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you heare Inclosed ; and if the venter of the Corrantes be in prison, 
then take your leaufe of them in theas, wliich I now send you. 

My deare Ned, keep luy wacth tell you haue a shure hand, and if 
it like you, I beieeue it wi]l not dislike nie. for seldnme your fancy 
differs from what I like ; and thearefbre besides my owne content I 
mis you, for when I cannot see what is doun, I rested content when 
you toold me of the things, I desu-ed to be satisfyed in. 

Mr. Braugbtone was with me this day and tells me of his inten- 
tion to goo to Oxford, but he was in hast, so that ! could not rwit by 
him, nor send you the mony to pay for my wacth, which I did desire 
to doo, but by the next I piurpos to send it, 

I hope your father is well ; he went yesterday to S' Richard 
Nweports, whoo intends to goo to Loundon this weake or tlie next, 
and in his retume from Loundon he piuposes, as he rwit to your 
father, to see you in Oxford. 

I baue not hai-d of anny yet to supply MJ Simons place in teache- 
ing scoule. 1 am halfe of an opinion to put your brothers out to 
scoule. They continue still stife in theare opinions ; and in my apre- 
bention vpun sainale ground. My fe^tre is least we should falle into 
tlie same error as Calluin did, whoo was so emest in oposeing the 
popisch hollydays that he intrenched vpon the holy Sabotb, so I 
feare we shall be so emest in beateing downe theare to much villifye- 
ing of the Common Prayer Booke, that we shall say more for it than 
ener we intended. 

My deare Ned, keepe allways a wacth over your preceous soule ; 
tye yourself to a dayly self exemnatioa ; thinke ouer the company 
you haue bine in, and what your diacoura was, and how yoa found 
yourself affected, how in the discourses of religion ; obsarue what 
knowledg you weare abell to expres, and with what affection to it, 
and wheare you finde yourself to come abort, labor to repaire that 
want ; if it bo in knowledg of any point, reade somethinge that may 
informe you in what you finde you know not; if the fait be in aflfec- 
tions, that you find a wearines in that discours of religion, goo to 
God, b^g of Him nwe affections to loue those things which bj- 
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nature we can not loue. Affier discours, call to niinde wheatlier yoii 
Iiaiie bine to appt to take exceptions, or wlieather any haue prouocked 
you, and exainiii your self how you tooke it. My dcarc Ned, you 
are to mc nest my oune liart ; and this is the rule I take with me- 
self, and I thinke it is the best way to be aquanted with our owne 
hartB, for we know not what is in \s, tell ocations and temptation 
drawes out that matter which Inyes quiet ; and in a due obsaruation, 
we shall finde at last, in what we are proud, in what fearefnll, and what 
will vexe and eate our harts with care and greft. I can s[>eake it of 
meaelf ; theare are many things which I see wise men and women 
trubell themselfa with, that I blless my gratious God for they neuer 
tuched my hart; but 1 will not clcere meaelf, for theare are some 
things that of ineself T can not beare them : so that if 1 should haue 
only obsamed meself in some thiiigea, should thinke I wearc of so 
setteletl a mind I would not be mowed ; but I knowe theare are blastes 
that trubell any calme, which is not settled v|)on that Rock, which is 
higher than our selfes. My dcare Ned, I will not excus my lentgh 
of lines, tho it may be ynu may thinke it to long a letter ; but rather 
thinke vpon the affection with which I rwite it, whoo am 

Your most affectinat mother, Brii.i.iana Haiiley. 

Nour: tkejirit, 1689. Bromton Catlett. 

I haue sent you by this carrier a luyne of veale backctl, if the 
cooke haue doun his part it is well. 

Remember my loue to your worthy tutor. 

Your father, I thanke God, came well home to night late 



For my deare eon 
ID Magdelii 



c Mr. Edirani Harlej, 

e Hall, Oxford. 



Deare Ned — It is not many days since I rwit to you, yet I can not 
let tills ojjertunity pas without inqnireing how you doo, and tliat is 
biusnesG sufficient for a letter from me to you. M' Braugbton, I 
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beleeue, has bine with you. I should liaue bine glad to have rwit by 
him, but hia slay waa slioil. 

He was resouleued to make peace betwne your tutor and M' 
Taylor; tho thoa that know not M' Braugbton say be is a man that 
loiies quarelliitg, but I finde liim to be no such man. Your iiither, I 
thank God, is well ; he came home on saterday last, so that he 
did not resoulfe of sending vp any to Loundon tell this moniing. 

My deare Ned, I longe to beare from you, and I can not but let 
you know your letters are most wellcflmo to me. My deare Ned, I 
dout not but that yon are deligent in the way in which you are to 
store yourself with knowledg, for this is your harueat In which you 
must gather the fruta which bearo ; afHcr you may bring out to your 
owne and others proftte. It is a sort-owfuli repentance to repent for 
the loos of that wliicli we can not recall ; which many men doo in 
sorroweing over theare loost time. But aboue all, my deare Ned, 
keepe your hart cloos with your Gcwi ; O let it be yonr resolution 
and practice in your life, rather to dye than sinn against your 
gratious and holy God. We haue so gratious a God, that nothing 
can put a distance betn-ne Him and our soules, but sinn ; wacth 
thearefore against that eniiny. 

Heare inclosed I haue sent you 33 shilings to pay for the dooing 
of my wacth, I beleeue you will send it nie by the next sbure hand. 
I thanke God this day I haue bine out of my chamber at diner, and 
am indeferent well. Yonr brothers and sisters are well. I should 
be very glad to heare of a scoulc master. 

Be carefull of yonr self, and the Ivord biles you, that you may be 
still a comfort to 

Tour most affectinat mother, Brii.Liana Harlky. 

Now: 4, 1639. Brombm CailfH. 

Remember my lone to your worthy tutor. 
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For m^ denre sunne Mr. Edward Hnrlry. 

Deare Ned — On tusday last I reseued your letter by M' Taylor, 
aiid this day yours by the carrier ; both weare wellcome to me. M' 
Taylor brought your letter to me himself, and toold me you did hiin 
the honnor to be at his marrej^ He protests he neuer rwite to Ox- 
ford in his lite, of any thing that might reflect in any ill kinde vpon 
M'' Pirkina, for he protest he much louea him, and for his wife, he 
aaya, he has asked her aboute it, and she says shee neuer hard of 
Bleethly. I beleeue it did trubeli him that you refused to leado his 
wife to chruch, but I gees you know vi»n what ground you denyed 
such a curtesy to M'^ WiUkiuson. My deare Ned, I biles ray God 
that that illnea which you found, heald you no longer ; I beleeue it 
was some coold you bad taken. Be careful, my deare Ned, of your 
health, for my sake, and let me still knowe bowe it is with you. M' 
Taylor toold me he would bringe his wife to me, and that shee would 
giue me full assurance, that tides reports come not from him nor her, 
and thearefore he desires them to looke to it who are the augbters 
of it 

Your father did intend to rwit to your tutor about your comeing 
home at Christ-tide, and I hope and pleas God he will send for you. 

I hearc that the prince ellector had gi>od hopes the pi-inces of 
Jermany would chuse him for tlieare jenerall, for which employment 
he was guoing into Jermany, and in his way in France he was taken. 
Heing disguised, haueiug a greate train with him ; tiie French king 
retains him, and he has a great gard sect ouer him. Tiits the French 
king dous, becaus be would place a jenerall ouer tlios troups in 
Sacxson Waymers place. 

The biusnes in Scotland is as bad, if not woi-s than euer it was ; 
theare is a Ducb imbasodor, Mounsire Arttson, come ouer to excuse 
the fighting of the Duch ships \-pon the Inglisch cost. 
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I thanke God your father is well ; it may be he will rwite you 
himself. 

I beceech the Lord to biles you and fill you with His gras, which is 
only the true riches. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Bromton Castell^ Noue. 8, 1639. 

Remember my loue to your worthy tutor. 



For mj deare sonne M' Edward Harley, 
in Magdelm Hall, Oxford. 

Deare Ned — I did hope I should haue had this weake a fitte oper- 
tunity to rwite to you by a speciall mesenger, but some ocations put 
by your fathers intention to send to Loundon and so to Oxford. 

This day I rescued your letter by the carrier, and on fryeday last 
I rescued your letter by Hall, which, tho it weare short, yet it a 
longe Wellcome. I thanke God that you haue health, and the Lord 
in mercy continue it to you and make you growe in all grase, 
and especially in thos which may make you like to your Sauiour, 
that you may loue righteousness and hate sinno. My deare Ned, 
that it has pleased the Lord to imbitter my life with many sorrowes 
(yet I must say it has bine in mercy and not acording to my desert) 
has bine caused by my owne sinnes, which has bine the wormwood 
of my life ; and I must say, sweet are my afflictions, if they haue 
and doo make me finde the bittemes of sinn. My deare Ned, I hope 
before longe to haue the comfort of seeing you, which I beg of the 
Lord. I hard from London, from my Lord, that theare is a nwe 
committy made for the Scote biusnes, but they treate vpon foren 
afaires. My lord of Holland and my lord admaral are left out 
with secretary Cooke. My brother goot your father of from beeing 
sheerife, for which I thanke God. 

I thanke God your father is well, but I haue not bine well this 
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therte days, being as I use to be, thearefore I cannot rwit so much as 
I thought to haue doune ; tho I rest 

Your most aft'ectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Bromton CasteU^ None. 22, 1639. 

Remember me to your worthy tutor, to home I would haue rwit, 
but that I am not very well. 

LVII. 

For my deare sonnc Mr. Edward Harley. 

Deare Ned — This bearor stayeing on day longer then 1 thought 
he should, whicli giues me time to rwite theas feawe lines with my 
owne hand. I haue not bine out of my beed sence satcrday, and 
you may remember howe ill I am when I first doo rise. I beleeue 
you will pray to the Lord for me ; and 1 hope the Lord will giue 
me patience to waite in faith for His goodnes to me ; for I trust the 
Lord will deale gratiously with me: and, my deare Ned, I had 
rather haue the hope of being the Lordes and same Him, tho in 
such a weake and afflicted condistion, then to inioye health and 
pleashurs and obey my owne harts lusts. 

O ! sweet is the saruis of our God, that giues sweetness in the 
midest of bitterness. My deare Ned, it is an ease to me to tell you 
how I doo ; it is a thinge I cannot doo to euery one : but, my deare 
Ned, as I haue had comfort in you, so I hope the Lord will still giue 
me comfort in you. I much desire to heare of a good scoulemaster, 
thearefore, my deare Ned, put your tutor in minde to doo his best 
for one. Yow know how M*" Simons was before he was maryed, 
and so may he be, if he be one that is not maried. M*" Simons 
packcs vp his goods apase and sends them away. M*" Cradock is 
goon from Clanuer, he was sited and would not apeare. 

I mistooke in rwiteing you word, it was my lord admarall that 
was left out of the committy, it is my lord of Amendell. The Lord 
biles you and giue us a happy seeing on another. 

Your most aifectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

None, 25, 1639. Bmrnton CasteU. 
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For my ileare sonoe M' Edward Hnrley, 
in Magdelinellall.OirorU 

Deare Ned — With much contentment I hauo reseuod tlils weakes 
letter fi-ora you. I acknowledg tlic Lords inercy to mo in the coa- 
tinaancc of your health, which la a joy to me in the midcat of many 
ocations of sorrow ; and i bcceacli the Lord I miiv still iiauc tlint 
refroBchment to sec it goo well with you, and t« see it best willi 
your better part, so that you may euery day more and more aproufe 
yourself, not only a branch but a member of Clirist. 

I much reioyce in the hope of seeing yon, but I trust I shall haue 
more joy in seeing you. I am glad your worthy tutor will come 
with you, by which I see, he is not an obstinate man. A pare of 
rideing slokens I haue prouidcd for you, which I purpos, if plena 
God, to send you by the horses tbat shall be sent for you; and 
knowoing your tutors mindc tor a hors and saddeli, I will endeuor to 
haue hi til fitted, tliat tlio the ways n)ay be fooule yet his seate may 
be eassy. I rwit you word that my lord admarall was spoken to, 
but that would not doo, but it waa my lord depuety of Irland that 
preuailed to geet your father off from being sherefe. Thingea goo 
wors in Scotland then euer they did, aiid it is said thesire will be 
wars ; for my part I did allways doute that that buisncs would not 
so end as many others tliought ; neaitlier am I now of theare mindes, 
that tliat kingdome will ea&sely be subdued. The Lord in mercy 
inabell all His childeren to fixe theare eyes on Him, thai so, trusting 
in the Lord, we may neuer l)e dismayed. It is thought tliat such a 
number of Scole minesters will not be auffred to goo out of Scotland. 

The prince elector is put in prison in France; into the same prison 
wheare princ Caaeraere is, and Jhon dc WarL It is thought the 
prince elector will not be seet at liberty ; it was fitte he should goo 
vnknowne; ho did disguise himself j but went with auch a traine 
that he could not but be inquired affter. Thus we see, my deare 
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Ned, all condistions are liabell to misery ; and the greater the person 
is, the greater ia the misery; so that honnor dous but enhanse 
pouerty, or slianic or imprisonment: yet man is so forgetfiill of" his 
God, that all, and most of all great men, line in prosperity as if they 
weai-B lords of what they had, forgetting that they axe but tenuanta 
at will. 

Your father has promised Mr. Simom £110 for his howes, which 
is as much as he gaue for it, and now he has had it two years, so 
that now he is no louser. 

Mr. Blincman is goone from Walcot, 

I thankc God your father is well, and I atn now abell to he out 
of heed. I haue not bine so wel! for aboue this weake as I use to 
be, and with it I haue been truhled with much heauinesa at my 
Iiart I tJianke God your brothers and sisters and your cosen 
Smith are well. Deare Ned, if theare be any good lookeing glasses 
in Oxford, shuse me one aboute the biggnea of tliat I use to drees 
me in, if you remember it, I put it to your choys, becans I thinke 
you will chuse one, that will make a true ansure to onse face. 

All my fruto dtaches are brocken ; thearcforo, goo<l Ned, if theare 
be any shuch blwe and white dischea as I vse to haue for frute, bye 
me some; they are not purslane, nor they are not of the ordinary 
mettoll of blwe and white discbes. I beleeue you remember what I 
vse to haue ; if you cliuse them against the horses come for you, I 
will take order with the men about the bringeing of them home, and 
will send mony to pay for them. I see your sister baa a nwe hude ; 
it semes ahee lost hers and durst not tell, and so, as 1 geca, rwit to 
you for one, which I will pay you for. I haue sent you my wacth, 
and I beleeue it may be mended. I doo willingly giue you the 
rige of goold that was aboute the agget 

I am hartely sorry for the deatli of M' Knightly. I heare my 
lady Weamorland is brought to heed of a daughter. My lady 
Veere waa with her, and I thinke sbee is so still. 

I did thinke ^■om■ father «'ould haue sent mony by Miller ; it 
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seemes it was forget, but he indends to doo it by the men that goo 
for you. 

Remember my loue to your tutor, to home I wisch the frueition 
of all happines. 

I hope to see him, and thearefore I doo not rwit to him. 

My deare Ned, the Lord biles you and giude you in all your 
thoughts words and actions, that you may still looke vpon them 
as seeing the ways of an vpright hart So I rest 

Your aflfectinat mother, Brilliana Habley. 

Noue: 29, 1639. Bromton CasteU, 

My Lord rwit word this weake that he thought he should not goo 
this yeare to Louddington. 
I would haue 6 frute disches. 



LIX. 

For my deare soDoe Mr. Edward Harley, 
in Magdeline Hall, Oxford. 

Deare Ned — Tomas Miller came late this nighte, which giues me 
but a littell time to rwit to you. I biles God that you are well, and 
I hope by His gratious prouidence I shall see you shortly, which I 
long to doo. I beceach the Lord to biles you in your journey, and 
to bring you in safety to the place wheare you are desired. 

Dear Ned, be carefull not to ride late, nor to venture through the 
waters, if they be out, and I beceach the Lord to guide you. Your 
father will rwit to you, as he tells me, and will send your tutor 20L 
pound for you, I am hartely sorry for * * * * oughton, I pray 
God deliuer him, in that intangled trubell. I am very glad that 
your tutor has lighted vpon on that he judges may be fitt for the 
scoule. I knowe his father ; if he be alike, he is a very worthy man. 
M"" Simons makes hast away ; they growe deeper and deeper in theare 
opinions, so that he now thinkes it is not fite to ioyne with us in the 
publicke fast, and so they intend to be goon on the munday before 
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the fast I heare that M' Cardock is returned to Clanuer, but not to 
preach. I hope you may bring M*" Balham along with you. Your 
brother Robert has had 2 spisess of his fitts with in this weak. I 
pray God be merciful to him. Remember my saruis to your worthy 
tutor. So in haste I rest 

Your affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Decern: % 1639. Brointon CasteU. 

I haue sent you a paire of rideing stokenens. Deare Ned, bringc 
Euesebius with you. 

1 am glad you would not let the agget be filled ; that would spoyle 
it Good Ned, bring my wacth with you to ma 



LX. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Hurley, 
at Magdalen Hall, in Oxford. 

Deare Ned — It hath pleased God that I haue beene ill euer since 
you went ; but yet I reioyce in Gods mercy to me, that you cnioy 
your health, wch your letters haue assured me of. I thanke you 
for them, for they haue beene sweet refreshments to me. Your 
letter this weeke by the carrier I receiued last night, and I blesse 
God that I rcceiue such childlike expressions of loue from you. I 
hope I receiue the fruit of your praiers, for the Lord hath beene 
pleased to shew His strength in my weakenesse^ to enable me to 
undergoe such a fit of weakencsse, wch hath made stronger bodies 
then mine to stoope. This day seucn night it pleased God I did 
miscarrie, wch I did desire to haue preuented ; but the Lord wch 
brought His owne worke to passe, and I desired to submit to it. 
Your father out of his tender care ouer me sent for doctor Dayodct, 
who gaue me some directions, and is now gone. I thanke God 1 
am prity well, and I hope that as the Lord hath strenghened me to 
beare my weakencsse in my bed, so I trust He will enable me to 
rise out of my bed. I was so desirous that you should know how I 
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was, that I entreated your father to let you know in what condi- 
tion I was. My deare Ned, since I canot see you, let me heare 
from you as often as you can. I thanke God your father is well, 
and so are your brothers and sisters. Mr. Baalam carries himself 
very well, who I haue enquired after as much as my illnesse will 
giue me leaue. Remember me to your tutor, who I desire to 
remember me in his prayers. I pray God blesse you with those 
etemall riches of the sauing graces of His spirit So I rest 

Your affectionate mother, * Brill. Harley. 

Brompton, January 31, 1639. 

My Lady Whitney wrote my father word that she had made 
choice of one for Whitney. 

Here enclosed I haue sent you two letters, by wch you may 
know Mr. Hibbons tooke a vomit contrary to all counsell, and there- 
upon died. 

Keepe my lords letter to your seaL 



LXI. 



To her son Edward. 



My dearo Ned — Tho I rwit to you the last night, yet I cannot let 
the bearer goo without letting you know how I doo ; when you are 
with me I am best pleased to tell you how I am, and so I am now 
you are gone. 

I thanke God I am pretty well, but haue not yet gone out of my 
beed. I am confident you pray for me. I waite vpon my gratious 
God. My great comfort is to heare you are well. The Lord biles 
you with all bllesinges of gras and thos of this life. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Phe: theJtrsL 

* The signature alone is in the handwriting of Lady Brilliana. 
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I want one to rwit for me. 

Remember me to your worthy tutor, whoo I desire to remember 
me in his prayers. 

Your father promised me he would rwit to you. 

Directed^ in the hand-ioriting of another, — " To my deare sonne 
M^ Edward Harley, at his chamber in Magdalen Hall in Oxen, 
these p^^sent" 

LXIl. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley, 
in Magdalene Hall, Oxford. 

My dear Ned — Yesterday I reseued your letter by my cosen 
Dauis, and this day yours by the carrier, both weare very wellcome 
to me, and I desire to acknowledg Gods mercy to me, that you inioy 
your health, which 1 pray God you long doo, with a hart desirous to 
sjxjnd all your strentgh and health to the glory of your God. 

My deare Ned, I thanke you for your emest desire for my health. 
I am, I think, better for your prayers. I did not send for doctor 

to take phisicJs, for I thanke God I was not sike, but 
I knwe I had need of cordialls, and thos I toucke of doctor Deodate 
and not of Doctor Rwit I thanke God I am now abell to site up a 
littell. This day 1 sate vp out of my beed allmost an ower. I should 
bo glad to haue you with me, shice I can let your thoughts run with 
me. I did not thinke I had bine with child when you weare with 
me. The Lord biles you, and make you still a comfort to 

Your most aiiectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Pheh. 8. 1 639. BranUon. 

Your father, brothers and sisters are well. 

Remember my saruis to y^ worthy tutor, whoo I hope remembers 
me in his prayers, for I doo him in mine. 
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LXIir. 

For my dcare sonne M' Edward Harley, 
in Magdalen Ilall, Oxford. 

Dearc Ned — The last night, by Tho: Millard, I receiued your 
letter, wch was a sweet refresliment to me. I know your deare louc 
to me wch makes you desire to heare how I doe : therfore I camipt 
let tills messenger goe witliout a letter. I thanke God I am indif- 
ferent wel, tliough now constrained to keepe my bed for the same 
cause as I used to doe heretofore, but now I am a litle worse tlien I 
used tlicn to be. I assure mysclfe you forget mo not in your 
praiers, which is the best thing that we can doe, one for another. 
Deare Ned, I long to see you, instead of which I hope the Lord will 
giuc me that comfort of still hearing well of you. The Lord blessc 
you, and I beseech Hun to giue you that holy wisdome, to guide you 
in all the actions of your life. Your fatlier, I thanke God, is well, 
and 80 are your brothers and sisters and your cousen Smith. On 
saterday I heard from your amit Pelham ; shoe and all hers are well : 
iny brother Sir William Pelham hath refused to be knight of the 
shire. The French pages of newes I did not intend to liaue sent 
you. So I rest, 

Your most affectionate mother, B: H:* 

Brompton, Feb. 10, 1639. 

Remember my loue to your tutor, and tell him I desire his 
prayers. 

LXIV. 

Fop my dearc sonnc M' Edward Harlej. 

My deare Ned — Miller came home a littell before super ; he is 
wellcome, becaus lie bringes me the assurence of your being well, 

* This letter is in the handwriting of another, and signed simply with the 
initials, evidently by herself. 
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which I acknowledg as a greate mercy to mc, and is a sweet cordiell 
to me, in my being ill, for my deare Ned, your being well is much 
of my being so. I pray God blless you, and make you to grow 
strong in the feare of the Lord. 

I thanke you for your care of my wacth ; it is doune very well ; 
I will send you mony, and pleas God, very shortly. My deare Ned, 
I thanke you for sending me your scale, when you hard it might doo 
me good. I will take care of it, and I hope to retume it you shortley. 
I beleeue your loue is such to me, that it makes you glad still to be 
a comfort to me and your father. Heare inclosed I haue sent you 
the nwes come in my lords letter to your father. 

Your most affectinat mother. Brill. Harley. 

S*" Francis Deuerex elledest sonne and 4 more jentellmen and on 
kight weare droimed in a bote the last night pasing the water near 
Worster. 

I hope you remember the Ember day. 

(No date,) 

LXV. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley, 
in Magdiline Hall, Oxford. 

Deare Ned — This morning I rescued your letter, I thanke you for 
it, and I much reioyce that you are well. Miller toold me that you 
did cut your wood for exercise, which I am glad of, but your father 
would not haue you cut but sawe your wood. I tell him, I thinke 
you doo saw it Your father tooke some coold, which made him ill 
sence Miller went, but now I thanke God, he is well agayne and 
abroode. For nieself, my dear Ned, I am still weake, and, I thinke, 
allmost as weake as afiler lyeingin of any of my chillderen, but your 
sister Dorrity ; yester 1 was vp a littell. I haue sent you a gammon 
of backen by this carrier, and a Lenten tocken of dried sweetmeats 
for your tutor, but it is directed to you ; if I had bine well I had 
sent you a larger prouition for Lent. I hard that theare weare 500 
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men sent to Barwicke. I pray God direct them what to doo. The 
Lord blless you and presarue you in His feare. Deare Ned, be care- 
ftdl of your self, and beleeue that I am, 

Your most afFectinat mother, Brjlliana Harley. 

Phe: 20, 1639. 

Remember me to wortliy M*" Pirkins. 

I haue sent the water for Elsabethe Stanton, she may take 2 or 3 
s()oimefulls at a time, shee should take it as soime as shee finds any 
inclination to a fite ; the best way to take it is with 2 or 3 spomifulls 
of parseley water. 

The dried api)ells are for you. 

Sam Pinner waits on your brothers, and I think Bleclily goos 
^way ; your father dous not like her. 



LXVI. 

To my (leure sonnc M' Edward Harley, 
in Magdilcn Hall, Oxford. 

My deare Ned — Tho your letter by Holingworth and another by 
Jhon Wall weare long comeing to my hand, and so my tluuike may 
be of an old date, yet rescue it, for them and for your letter tliis 
wcake by tlie carrier. I acknowledg it is Gods great mercy to me 
that you are well, by which I liaue much contentment to scheer mo 
in my want of other content, in my owne health. I hojK) you will 
find out some way not to keep a strickt Lent, for I am confident it 
is not good for you. My deare Ned, be careful! of your healtli ; 
vse exersis and a good diet ; goo to beed betimes and rise erlye ; 
yet I desire not that you should put your self in such a frame that 
you cannot doo otherways, when tlieare is oction to change your 
cours ; but aboue all, my deare Ned, looke to that precious part of 
you, your soul ; be not you wanting to presarue its healtli, keep it 
in a spirituall hcato by prayer, and let the loue of your God be the 
motife of all your obedience. I caimot but prise that care you have 
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exprest of mc, and your emest desires for my health. Docter Rwit 
when he went from me did emestly desire me to haue some about 
me that would put me in minde to eate ; for he toold me, he obsarued 
I neglected meself. I thanke you for rwiting to your brother to 
put Haeklet in minde of it, which shee has sence ofiher remembred 
then shee did before. I thanke God I am something better then I 
haue bine ; this day and yesterday I sate vp 2 owers a day. 

I beleeue you pray for me, and doo still, my deare Ned. Your 
father is, I thanke God, well, and tells mo he will rwit to you ; they 
say, he and S"" Water Pye shall be knights for this sheare. Mr. 
Edwards is inducted into Buckill and theare abides. Mr. Simons is 
now heare, he is very resolut in his way. Mr. Blineman is goon 
into Nwelngland, and Tabithe is goon. Mr. Balls booke is come 
fertile about thos opinions, but I haue not yet reed it You rwit me 
word you had sent me the book put out by a Jesuet, but I haue 
not yet rescued it, nor thos thigs Gorg rwit me word he had sent 
I purpos, if pleas God, to send shoitly to you, if I am well. Mr. 
Ballam dous well. Your brother Robin had a littell spis of a fite 
the last weak. I haue sent you by this carrier a turkey pye, but 
I dout that it is not a very good one, it is so littell. My paper puts 
me in mind to conclud theas lines. 

Your aftectinat mother. Brill. IIarley. 

Bromton, Phe, 28, 1639. 

Send me word wheather you I'eseued the band I sent you. 
Remember my loue to your worthy tutor. 



LXVII. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley, 
iu Magdilen Hall, Oxford. 

My Deare Ned — It is my comfort that 1 inioy so constant 

aschurance of your health ; in which mercy I hope the Lord will be 

still gratious to me, and I "trust the Lord will croune that mercy in 

filling you with gras. 
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I tlianke you for your letter by Looker, tho it may be your 
sister will not thanke you for her token, becaus the expettacon was 
disapounted, at which I could not but lafe. 

Your father, I thanke God, is well, and Kkly, as they say, to be 
knight of this scheer ; I do not yet heare that the rwit is come into 
this cuntry, tho it be in diners others : I tlianke God thees 2 days I 
haue risen betwne a 11 an 1 2 a cloke, and sate vp tell 6 ; and I hope 
I shall doo so this day, I meene, site vp so long, for I rose to day 
about all. 

I haue sent you by this carry another turky pye, with 2 turkys 
in it; 1 hoj^e tlie cooke has backed it well. 1 did thinke theglas of 
water would not be well stoped up. I take it as a speciall provi- 
dence of God, that I haue so froward a made aboute me as Mary is, 
sence I loue i)eace and quietnes so well ; she has bene extremely 
froward since I haue bine ill ; I did not think that any would haue 
bine so colericke. 

I pray God, if euer you have a wife, she may be of a meeke and 
quiet spirit My deare Ned, the Lord bless you, and so I rest, 
Your most aftectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Mar: 6, 1 639, /rom my chare by the f re. 

Remember my loue to your worthy tutor. 

I haue now resceued the booke you sent me, and thanke you for it. 



LXVIII. 

For mj (learc sonne M' Edward Harley, 
at Magdalen Hall, Oxford. 

Deare Ned — Yesterday I receiued your letter by the carrier; I 
much reioyce in Gods mercy to me in continuing your healtli. I 
puri)ose (and please God) to make you some meath, which may be 
good for the stone, and send it to you, that you may drinke it in a 
morning. I Iio})e you are carefuU not to eat too much fish this lent 
I take it for a great expression of my sister Braies loue to me, in die 
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fauour she shewes to yoiL I am very glad that my neece is to be 
married into this comitrey, where I hope I shall see her. I hearc 
that M' Francis Newport and S"" Richard Lee are burgesses of 
Shrewsbury. My cousen Andrew Corbet and S' John Corbet and 
M*" Peierpoint contend, who shall be km'ghts for Shropshire. Lud- 
low haue made choise of M*" Goodwin to be burgesse, hauing refused 
my lord president his letters for S*" Robert Nepper, his son in law. 
M'^ Harbert is chosen for Mounfgomeryshire ; he hath a coure of 
horse giuen him and a thousand pound paid him to furnish him. 
Your father went yesterday to Hereford : this day being the day for 
the choise of the knights, if they chuse your father I must be con- 
tented, though for my owne particular I haue no cause to be glad. 
I am in bed, which is the reason I make use of anothers pen.* I 
thanke God I am not much worse then I used to be when I am 
enforced to keepe my bed. I promis my selfe part of your praiers. 
Your brothers and your cousin Smith and your sisters are all well. 
I pray God blesse you and make you to grow strong in the graces of 
His spirit, that you may be able to withstand the temptations of the 
world and of satan. Remember me to your worthy tutor, and tell 
George Griffithes that I haue received the petticoates wch M' Nel- 
ham did drawe, and the silke and wyre, for which M"^ Nelham shall 
haue money, when I receiue the piece of greene cloth from him. I 
haue read part of the booke you sent me, and I must needs say, he 
that wrote it sauours of the spirits from below. 

I purpose (and please God) to send you word who are chosen for 
this coimtrey. And so I rest. 

Your most affectionate mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Brompton Castle, March 14, 1639. 

* The signature alone of this letter is in the handwriting of the Lady Bril- 
liana : by the next letter it appears, it was written by her son Thomas. Letter 
ucni. is evidently in the same hand. 



\ 



1639-40.] LADY BRILLIANA HARLEY. 87 



LXIX. 

For mj deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej, 
in Magdilcn Hall, Oxford. 

Deare Ned, — A boute sixe a cloke your father returned well from 
Hariford, wheare this morning aboute 8 a cloke, he and S' Walter 
Pye weare chosen with a vanimos consent, to be knights for tliis 
cuntry ; the Lord fill them with wisdome for that worke. 

I thanke God your father is very well. This morning I rwit to 
you by the heelp of your brother Tomas, but theas lines I send you, 
becaus I beleeue you will desire to heare whoo is chosen. The Lord 
biles you. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Mar: 14, 1639. Bromton, 

LXX. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley, 
in Magdelin Hall, Oxford. 

Deare Ned — This morning I rescued your letter, and I thanke 
you for it ; for sence I cannot see you, I gladly entertaine your let- 
ters. I much reioyce that in all places they are so carefull to chues 
wortliy men for so greate a buisnes, as the parlament 

I rwit you word the last weake, that your father and S' Waltr 
Pye weare chosen for HerifordScheere, and that your father would 
not haue you goo out of Oxford, becaus he purposes to goo to Loim- 
don shortly. I tliinke he will goo the weake before Ester. On 
tusday next, if pleas God, your father will keep a day ; I beleeue 
you vnderstand what day I meane. Mr. Moore and S"" Robert 
Howard are chosen for Bischops Castell. This weake I hard from 
my sister Pelham ; I thanke God shee is well. But I am sorry that 
they haue made choys of a tutor for theare sonne in Magdeline 
coledg ; it is on Mr. Rogers. As sonne as his ouncell has prouided 
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him a chamber he is to come to Oxford. Your father did not goo 
this weake to the assises, becaus of his many buisnescess ; this day 
he is gone to Loudlow. I thanke God he is indefercnt well. Your 
brothers and sisters are welL Remember me to your worthy tutor ; 
and I pray God biles you, and make you still a comfort to 

Your most affectinat mother, Bbilliana Haeley. 

Mar: 20, 1639. Bromion Castel. 

Tell Gorg GriflSts that his father and mother are well. I hard 
from them the last night. 

I thanke God I begin to rise agane out of my beed. 



LXXI. 

To my deare sonne M' Edward Harlcj. 

Deare Ned — I can not let Mr. Balam goo without a letter, being 
glad of all opertunitys to let you know I thinke of you. 

Your father, I thanke God, is well ; but his many buisness and 
the weather has caused your father to put of his journey for a day 
or tow ; but, and pleas God, he purposes to be at Oxford frieday or 
saterday next Your father would haue you, as soune as you can, 
to rwit to Mr. Smith at Loundon, to let him know that the last 
weake your father sent vp his trunck, but no letter with it. Heare 
are many strangers, so that I can but cacthe a littell time to rwit to 
you ; but I haue not keep them much company, only scene them 
twise. I pray God biles you, and so I rest 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Habley. 

Mar.Zl, 1640. 

I haue sent you some violet cackes. 
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LXXIl. 

For my deare sonne M' Edward Harlej, 
in Magdeline Hall, Oxford. 

Dear Ned — This night I rescued your letter by Jhon Coolbome, 
I am glad you went vp to Loundon with your father, and I hoi)e this 
letter will meet you safely returned to Oxford. I acount it a great 
mercy that your father came so well to Loundon, the weather being 
so fowele, and that you indured so weet a day so well. I beceach 
the Lord to inabell you to indure all stormes of this life, being shell- 
tered vnder the sole protection of your gratious God. My deare 
Ned, 1 shall longe to heare from you againe ; my thoughts are with 
you. I did tliinke theas preparations weare for Scotland. I beceach 
the Lord to turne all the counsells of men to tlic aduantag of His 
chruch. I am now in beed, and so haue bine theas 5 days. Your 
brothers and sisters are well. My cosen Cornewell is goon to her 
mother, whoo is very sike. My deare Ned, the Lord biles you, and 
if it be His will, giue me a comfortabell seeing of you ; which I 
long for. 

Your most aftectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Bromton Castelly Apr: 11, 1640. 



LXXIII. 

For my deare sonne M' Edward Ilarley, 
in Magdeline Hal], Oxford. 

My Deare Ned — Sence I can not see you, I am glad of theas 
oi)ertunitys by which I may let you know my thoughts are ofiten 
with you ; your father being from me, I haue not much company to 
take pleashure in, but this is a Chirstians comfort, that God is all 
ways with them. I should be glad to heare from you a relation 
how the king went to parlament, and at what ease you hard his 

CAMT>. ftOC. N 
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sjxjche; for I did feare theare would be a great crowde, whicli 
made me desire your father not to be theare. 1 heare your father 
had a fitt of the pastion of the hart, the day before yow went from 
Loundon. I beeeach the Lord presaruef him from them. Heare is 
great presing. M' Harberd is goon with his trop of hors ; on of his 
soulders killed a man in Shearsbury, but they say he was prouocked 
to it They are gallant and merry. The trained band is tliought 
must goo, or ells prouid men to goo in theiare places. I can not yet 
heare for sartaine wheare theair randeuous is. 

I haue sent you by Loocker some violet cakes. Deare Ned, be 
carefuU of your self, especially be wacthfull ouer your hart 

Edward Piners chillderens beed was seet on fier, and it was Gods 
mercy they had not bine smothered. Finer in puting of it out, 
haueing none to healp him but Pheebe, whoo is with his wife, tooke 
coold, for he was in his shirt, and the smoke allmost tooke away his 
breath, that he is very ill, and I feare has a feauor ; it was on firer 
on wensday night ; they rang the bell, which feared all my howes. I 
pray God to biles you. 

Your most aflFectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Apri: 25, 164 . Bromton Castell, 



LXXIV. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Ilarley, 
in Magdalen Ilall, Oxford. 

Deare Ned — This morning I receiued your letter, which was 
very welcome to me and since it pleases God that you inioy your 
health, I do with more ease beare my owne weakenes. I haue not 
yet this weeke receiued any letter from your father, and it would 
much trouble me, but that your father wrote me word that he in- 
tended to send the cooke downe this weeke. 1 thanke you for the 
kings prair, and I pray God to heare all the praiers that are now 
put up for a happy issue of this parliament I haue heard of many 
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bold speeches that haue passed there ; and that passage betweene 
the archbishop and my lord Say is diuersly reported ; but I 
belene that which I receaued from you. The presse of souldiers is 
now passt ; so that the poore fellowes may now appeare, who had hid 
themesehies for feare. I purpose and please God, to send to you 
sometime the next weeke with the money your tutor sent for. I 
haue not beene out of my bed since Wednesday, but I thank God I 
am but as I use to be. I long to sec you, I will not say how much, 
lest your tutor call it fondnesse, and not loue. I thanke God your 
brothers and sisters with your cousin Smith are well ; but your 
brother Robert had yesterday morning a seice of a fit, which makes 
me desire he should enter into a course of physicke. Edward 
Pinner hath beene very sicke. I sent for docter Wright to him, who 
hath beene here tlie most part of this weeke, and hath giuen him phy- 
sicke which hath done him (by the blessing of God) upon that meanes, 
much good. This moniing he was let blood, and bled uery vile 
blood ; and I now hope he will recouer apace, but yet he keepes his 
bed. I pray God blesse you, and giue me a comfortable seeing of 
you, wliich is much desired by 

Your most affectionate mother, Brilliana Harley.* 

May 1, 1640. 

I beleue your cousen is not yet come to Oxford. 

M* Walkut was not long since with me. She much reioyced 
that she had got so excellent a tutor for her son and nephew, and how 
she had contriued it, that he should haue a seruitor in the house, and 
so should not need a man to wait upon him. He now feares an ague, 
and his gomg to Oxford is put ofi* till he be well. 

* The signature alone id in the handwriting of the Lady Brilliana : — the 
letter in that of her son Thomas. 
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For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej, 
in Magdeline Hall, Oxford. 

My deare Ned — I am not willing von shonld be longe without 
that whicli you stand in neede of, which makes me seud this beoror 
to you, with £10 and flOsh: for your tutors quartrege ; and haueiug 
this octioii to send to you, I send him a littell furtlier to see your 
father, whom I long to see. Affter I had rwit to you by the car- 
rier, 1 reseued a letter from your fatlier by the cooke, and on from 
you ; they weare both wellcome to nio. I tlianke you that you make 
me partake of what you heare; for your father lias not time to rwit 
many particulars. The state of the parlament which I receued from 
your father I send you heare inclosed, and that which I had from 
you. Retume mine ngaine. I beleeue yon haue the lord keepers 
speach, and the speakers, and thearefore I doo not send them to 
yon. I pray God giue a hai)py sugsess to this parlement ; if not we 
may feare wors effects then has bine yet. You and meself haue 
great resen to be emest with our God for your father. 

I beleeue this weako will slieaw what tliey will doo, as all our 
expectations are vpon the parlament, so I desire all onr prayers may 
be for it. 

My deare Ned, I much long to see you and I hope I shall shortly. 
I haue not i-ecoured so much strentgh as to goo out of my chamber, 
and at this time I am in beed. Your brothers and sisters are well, 
and Edward Finer mends a i>ace. I thinke doctor Rwite a very 
good doctor. I like the cooke very well. 

My deare Ned, the Lord biles yon and mako you grow in the 
Bti-entgh of gras, and that you may dayly grow io the loue of Jesus 
Christ, that that loue may he all in all in you ; that so loueing youi- 
God abone all, you may vse the thinges heare below as if you vsed 
them not I thanke you for your cai-e of my candellstike, which I 
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rescued safe. I heare inclosed send you 20 *^ out of which, pay for 
the lookeing glas, and the rest you may dispose of, as pleas yourself. 

I thinke Hall will bring the glas very well. So in hast I rest 
Your most afiectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Deare Ned, remember me very kindly to your worthy tutor. 
The 20'** I thought to haue sent in my letter is with the £10; take 
it out, and giue the £10 to your tutor. 

May 4, 1640. 



LXXYI. 

To her son Edward. — Endorsed, " For your deare selfe." 

My deare Ned — I thanke you for your letter this weake by the 
carrier ; beleeue it, your lines are sweetly wellcome to me ; it is my 
joy that you are well ; the Lord in mercy presarufe you in health 
both of body and mind. 

I much desire to see you, and thearefore I haue nvit to your father, 
to desire him to giue you leafe to come home at Whitsontide. 

I thanke you for imparting to me what you know of the parla- 
ment, and I will requite you with what I knowe. Theas which I 
send you I had from my cosen Goowdine ; you may keepe them, for 
I had them rwit out for you. Edward Finer begins to goo abrood. 
Your brothers and sisters are well. I am not yet out of my beed. 
Remember me to your tutor. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

May 8, 1640. 

LXXVII. 

To her son Edward. — Endorsed, " For your deare selfe.*' 

My deare Ned — I rwit to you but a short letter by the carrier, 
intending to rwit this day againe to you, but I am not yet sartaine 
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whoo shall carry my letter. I doo so much desire to see you, that I 
haue nvit erncstly to your father to giue you Icaufe to come home 
at Whitsontide, My deare Ned, I hope it will still be so that you 
shall be my great comfort. The Lord in mercy make you to grow 
in the sweet graces of His spirit, and then you will be loucly in the 
eyes of all Gods chillderen. 

I am glad you had a day of fast, which is a spirituall feast I 
heare that the piU'lament had granted to them a day of fast, but I 
cannot tell when it was. 

I haue heareinclosed sent you your letter which you sent me, and 
I thanke you for it, and haue sent you some papers that wearc sent 
me. I had two letters from your father this weake. I thanke God 
he was well, but he rwit not one word of the parlament ; nor Sanky, 
when he rwits, he says nothing of your father, nor of the parlament 
I pray God guie the two howes a happy vnion togcather ; for the 
eflfects of this parlement will not be indiffrent, neather good nor 
cuell, but eather very good or ells the contrary. The depucty lefte- 
nants haue bine at Hariford sence wensday, aboute sending the soul- 
ders. Captaine Button is to be captaine of them ; he is, as they say, 
a proper jcntellman. Roger Beeb was wilde for his brother being 
prest, but I could not preuaile with the wise counstablle of Bromton, 
and was constraind to send Samuell to tlie deputy leftenants ; they 
thought it much that I could not command that of him, which if I 
had sent to any jentcUman in the cuntry, they would haue doun more, 
as they said. I heare the soulders are very onruly. 

I thanke God your brothers and sisters are well, and Edward 
Finer is abrood againe. 

Good doctor Bai'kcr is, as thev sav, sike to death. Blochlv has 
theas 2 days bin in griuious distrcs, imd is in griuious agony of 
contience and dispare ; shee says shee shall be damned. Desire M"" 
Firkins to pray for her, and, deare Ned, pray for her ; shee was with 
me, for lier desire w^as ernest to see me and to speake with me. My 
deare Ned, long to see me, as I doo, to see you ; and the Lord in 
mercy giue me comfortabell setting you, Avhicli is nuicli desired by 
Your most aftectinat mother, Brilltana Harlkv. 
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Deare Ned, remember me to your worthy tutor. 

If you doo not come home at Witsentide, I would haue you send 
me one of your shirts to take meashure by, and I will, if pleas God, 
send tliem you, I like the cooke very well. 

May 9, 1640. Bromton CasteU. 



LXXVIII. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Ilarley, 
in Magdeline Hall, Oxford. 

My deare Ned — ^I thanke you for your letter by J rth. It 

was Wellcome to me, and I hoiK) it will not be long before I see you, 
which comfort I begg of the Lord, On Sunday morning I receued 
a letter from your father, by which I found the nwes of the disolue- 
ing of the parlament to be true. Theare are many rumurs in the 
cuntry. The prest soulders in Presteene haue fought; and they say, 
if it had not bine for the trained band they had killed the captaine 
tliat is come downe for them, refuseing to goo with him, becaus he is 
a papis. M*" Haruy and his wife are now heare, comeing to take 
theaire leafe to goo into Warekschere. My deare Ned, the Lord 
biles you, and giue your father and you a happy meeting with 
Your most afFectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

May 13, 1640. Bromton CasteU. 

I am glade M*" Robert Pye sonn is with your tutor. 
Remember me to your worthy tutor, and tell him if he come to 
Bromton, M' Gower expects to haue him to preach for liim. 



LXXIX. 



For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I hope theas lines will finde you well at Oxford. 
I long to heare from you, and I hope I shall, before it be longe. 
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My deare Ned, be carefull of your self, and especially be wacth- 
fuU ouer your precious soule, still to embrace all things that may 
further thos grasess in you, which may make you like those that line 
holy heare, and shall be gloryfyed heareaffter. 

I thanke God your father is well, and so is your brothers and 
sisters ; for meself I am as you left me, but that I haue not you, with 
me. 

I heare from Loundon that the Conuocation howes bracke up the 
29 of May, and they haue suspended the bis: of Gloster, becaus he 
would not consent to theare cannons; and they haue sencured 
doctor Beale for his sermon. The soulders which weare at Heari- 
ford are sent to theare seuerall abodes, and theare to abide for a 
month. I pray God biles you, and make you still a comfort to 
Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

(No date,) 

Remember me to your worthy tutor. 

Your father gaue me this packet to send you. 



LXXX. 



For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

Deare Ned — On saterday night somethinge late Colbom came 
home ; liis late comeing put me in some doutefuU thoughts, but I 
thanke God I rescued by him the aschurance of your comeing well 
to Oxford. I thanke you for your scale you sent me, I will keepe it 
safe for you. This day I rescued your letter by the carrier, I thanke 
you for it, and it dous much reioyce me that you are well, which I 
beceach tlie Lord to continue. I am glad my nephewe Pelham is 
come so well to Oxford ; and, my deare Ned, be still kinde to him ; 
tho it may be, his ouncell may make him something Strang, but let 
your loue (if it be so) ouer come it. I beleeue he thinkes all well 
doun that is nwe to him and that he sees jentellmen to do with a good 
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gras, which he thinkes they doo when they bowe to the allter ; but I 
pray God teach him another leson ; but he must be warely dealt 
with. 

I am sorry to heare my sister has bine ill. I doo purpos, if pleas 
God, to send to her shortly. Your father has not bine well ; he sent 
for doctor Rwit, but tooke nothing. On wensday last, aboute 12 
a cloke at night, he was very ill, but, I thanke God, by morning, he 
was well, and whent into the faire as he was vsed to doo. The faire 
was reasnabell quiet, only some Shropsheere soulders weare vn- 
ruley; but at night they weare all quiet The deputy leftenants 
had letters, that they should sertyfy the counsell how the soulders 
weare, and who did refuse cote and conduck money. This weake I 
haue hard no nwes. I thinke Mr. Gower will be with you some 
time the next weake, and then I hope to rwit to you. Your bro- 
thers and sisters are well. I thanke God I am as you left me. I 
pray God biles you, and giue me a comfortabell seeing of you, which 
is erne^tly desired by 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Remember my loue to your worthy tutor ; and let Gorge know I 
like the las well. 

My cosen Dauis remembers her saruis to you. 

Jun: 12, 1640. BromUm CagteU. 



J.XXXI. 

To her son Edward. — Endorsed, " For your deare selfe.'' 

Deare Ned — I am glad to take the oportunity to niv'ite to you, 
when your father is at dinner ; for last night my cosen Vahen and 
his sister with her husband and Mr. Lawes, witli others of theairs, 
came to Bromton, and I bcleeue after diner I shall haue theair com- 
pany. They are come to make a full agreement with your father. 
Docf Dcodate gaue your father some phisick, and is confident your 

CAMD. 80C. o 
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fathers illness only proseeds from the splene, and is no inclination to 
a palcy. Woodowes did as Prichards vse to do, and deceaued your 
father, so that he would not take this which the doctor would haue 
had him take, while he was with him. I thanke God your father is 
as well as he usess to be. The doctor let him bloud vnder the 
tounge, which agreed very well with him. D"" Deodate went away 
on tuesday last. I thanke you, my deare Ned, for wishing I should 
take something of him ; but my illness comes at sartaine times, and 
without I should send for him just at that time, I can not haue him 
then to giue me any tiling ; for he would haue me take something 
and be let blood two or three days before I am ill, as I use to be. 
If pleas God, when you are with me, I will send for docter Rwite 
and take something. It pleases my gratious God, so to dispose of 
it, that this illness which I haue, makes me very weake, for as soune 
as I am pretty well I am ill againe. Doctor Deodate telles me he 
kowes many so, and he doos much pitty me ; but my comfort is, that 
my God will not cast off for ever. 

The soulders from Ileariford were at Lemster last thursday on 
theaire marche to theaire rendeuoues ; the captaine not paying them 
all theare pay, they would haue returned into the towiie againe, but 
all the towne rose, and thos that weare come out of chruch, and with 
thos arms they had, beate them back, but theare being a greate heape 
of stones out of toune, the soulders made vse of them as long as they 
lasted, in which time the townesmin did but littell good, till that 
])owder was spent, and then the townesmen weare to hard ; many 
weare hurt on both sides ; the captaine would haue come into the 
towne, but was keep out 

Your letter tliis weake by the carrier was wellcome. I hope, if 
M*" Gower be at Oxford at the fast, that you may heare him preach 
that day ; and I hope, we shall haue him shortly at Bromton. If 
Dagon begin to fall, it will downe. I thanke you for the paper you 
sent me ; I haue not }'et red it, and the booke I haue not yet scene ; 
your father has it, and I haue not scene him much to day. 

Deare Ned, take care of your self for my sake, and doo not goo to 
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be ouer heate in the crowed at the Act The Lord iii inercy biles you 
and presarfe you. 

Your afiectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

July 3, 1640. Bromton Castell 

I haue so scribeled that I thinke you will hardly reade it. 
By this carrier 1 haue sent you a cajx). I ho})e it will come well 
to your hand. 



LXXXII. 

For my deure sonne Mr. Edward llarley, 
in Magdiline Hall, Oxford. 

Deare Ned — I believe you doo as willing reseafe my letters as 1 
rwit them, which makes me willingly to take all oi)ortunitys to give 
you aschurance I am nowaye vnmindful of you. Your father has 
fully agreed with my cosen Vahan and her sister, whoo went from 
heance this morning, and about that biuesnes he now sends to Loun- 
don ; so that tliis bearer is to rest at Oxford, on the fast We heare 
a confidente report that the kinge is agreed with the Scoths, and I 
hope it is true. Your father, I thanke God, is well. I have resued 
the booke you sent me, and thanke you for it I beleeue I shall 
like it well, for the subiet is very needfull to be knowne, and the 
aughter of it, is of judgment, thearefore I beleeue he has domi it 
well. The wellknoweing how fure our pastions are good and how 
fiu^ euill, and the right way to goworne them is dificule ; and in my 
obseruation I see but feawe, that are stutidious to goueme theaire 
pastions, and it is our pastions that trubells our selfs and others. 

Deare Ned, 1 longe to see you, and I hope I shall with comfort 
Mr. Salawewell is with your father. The Lord in mercy fitt you 
and us for the day of fast, and I hope Mr. Gower will preach at 
Oxford. Mr. Heath will be at Bromton on the fast I I(X)ke that Mr. 
Pirkuis should rwite to me when he will let you ctmie home. 
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I pray God biles you and fill you witli gras, which is the best 
riches. 

Your most afFectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

July 4, 1640. Bromton CasteU. 

Remember my loue to your worthy tutor. The messenger is not 
yet returned out of Linconscheer. 

LXXXIII. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej, 
in Magdeline Hall, Oxford. 

Deare Ned — Mr. Gower came not home till saterday about 5 a 
colke. I, haueing no letters by the carrier, was something trubled, 
tell I rescued yours by Mr. Gower. I hope I shall now see you 
shortly, which I longe to do, and I pray God I may with much 
comfort. 

I pray God biles you and bring you safe to 

Your most afFectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Jtdy 27, 1640. Bromton CasteU, 

Remember me to your worthy tutor. I hope we shall see him at 
Bromton. 

I rescued a letter the last weeke from my lord by M*" Harbert 
I thankc God he is very well. M*" Harberd came but for 3 days, 
and is returned. 

LXXXIV. 

For mj deare sonnc Mr. Edward Ilarley. 

My deare Ned — Your letters by the carrier I haue rescued, and I 
thankc you for them, and the kings spcach and the verscss. I hope 
the parlament will (by Gods mercy) haue as happy proseedings and 
endeing as it has a hopefull begining. I hope by the next you will 
send me the speakers speache. I much reioyce that your father 
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and your self enioy your health, and I beceach the Lord you may 
longe doo so : but, my deare Ned, I would haue you rwite me word 
more at large, what my cosen Smith thinkes of that which trubells 
you, and wheather he thinkes a plaster will be sufficient for you. 
Deare Ned, beleeue it, my thoughts are much with you : be carefull 
to improuf your time. I know Loundoun is a bewitching place. I 
desire to knowe wheare your fathers lodging is, and wheather you 
lye at his lodging. I thanke God I am indeferent well, and your 
brothers and sisters are very welL Send me word wheather my 
cosen Hrry Pelham be of the parlament, and wheather my lord is 
to come or no to Loundoun. 

I beceach the Lord to biles you, and presarfe you in all safety. 
Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

The versess pleas me well, and to requite you, I haue sent you 
some. 
Nou: 14, 1640. Bromton Castell. 

Remember me to my cosen Smith and his wife. I haue sent to 
your man, to doo some biuseness for me. Good Ned, put him in 
minde to doo it 

Deare Ned, send me word what good men are of the parlament. 



LXXXV. 



For mj deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I beceach the Lord to biles you, and to fill you 
with His gras, and that heauenly wisdome by which you may truely 
see, that the ways of the men of the world are but foolly. 

I did much feare you would not haue endured your ioumey so 
well, but my God was merciful to you and me in enabelling of you. 
Deare Ned, let me know whoo your father makes choys of to giue 
you some tliinge, and I beceach the Lord to biles the means to you ; 
and I dout not but that my cosen Smith will be carefull of you. 
Deare Ned, send me word wheare your father his lodging is. 



Z^' 
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I perswade nieself, the eniraes of Gods cliruch will lay theair plots 
deep, but our God is aboue them, and to Him doo we looke, that 
neuer yet deserted His in the tune of trubell. Nay, this is our com- 
fort, that the time of trubell is a speciall time, in which the Lord has 
commanded His chillderen to seeke vnto Him ; and the Lord dous 
not bide vs to seeke Hun in vaine. I pray God presarfe the parla- 
ment and giude them in the good way, that they may counsell for 
the good of his chruch. I am glad you went to see my lady and my 
sister Wacke. I purpos, if pleas God, to keej>e a day the next weake. 
I thinke it will be thursday ; so I rest. 

Your most attectinat mother, Builliana Harlev. 

f iVb date.) 

Deare Ned, rwit me word, how you found Ned PelhanL I thanke 
God I am indeferent well, but I liaue not bine very well sence you 

went 

Your brothers and sistei's are well. 

I heare my lord of Northamtonis to be lord presedent of Wailles; 
send me word wheather you heare so. 

The chesnut gellding w^as grauelled and theare is a great hoole in 
his foote, but Martine thinke he will doo well. 

r.xxxvf. 

For mj (learc sonne Mr. Edward Hurley, 
ut Magdclinc Hall, Oxford. 

My deare Ned — Not being sartaine wheare you are, I haue sent 
one letter to Loundon, and tliis I send to Oxford, least you should not 
be at Loundoun. I pray God biles you, w^heresoeuer you are. This 
night, I hard from my brother Pelham ; he is well, but some of his 
cliillderen haue not bine well. In hast, I rest, 

Your most aflFectinat mother, Biulliana IIarley. 

No^ui. 21, 1640. Bromton CasteU, 
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LXXXVII. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I much reioce in tlie aschurencc of your health 
with your father. I beceach the Lord continue your health and giue 
you thos choys grasess of His spirit, which He only bcstowes vpon His 
chillderen. O deare Ned, it is most wellcome nwes that the parla- 
ment goos on thus happily. The Lord be with them still, and enabell 
your father for that greate worke. I was not sartaine wheather you 
would be goone to Oxford or no ; becaus your father said nothing of 
it, which made me send this letter to Loundon. I thanke God your 
brothers and sisters are well. I beceach the Lord to biles you, as I 
desire my owne soule should be bllesed, and beleeue that 1 am, 
Your most aftectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

N(Pie: 21, 1640. Bronttm Casteli. 



LXXXVIII. 

To my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I thanke you for your letter from Mr. Sallwells. 
I much reioyce that you so well endiu-ed so fare of the ioumey, and 
I hoi)e my God safe prouidence has brought you to London : my 
hart is much with you, and I desire to haue it much with my God, 
for you. It is my comfort that you desire to submite your self to 
the dispos of our gratious God ; His way is best ; and the Lord in 
mercy giue you allways the eye of faith to see it is so. 

Deare Ned, be carcfuU of vour self, and let me know how it is 
with you. Mr. Gower came home last night late and weet ; and I 
feare your father and you had a weet day of it I heare that par- 
lanient is ajounied for 10 days, but I defer my beleefe. I haue not 
bine yet out of my beed, but I thanke God I am indeferent well ; 
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your brothers and sisters are well. I beceach the Lord to biles you 
and keepe you safe, under His holy protection ; so I rest 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Noue: 30, 1640. Bromton Castell. 

Your truncke is sent to Oxford. 



LXXXIX. 

For my deare sonne M' Edward Harley, 
in Magdilen Hall, Oxford. — Endorsed, ** For your deare selfe.** 

My deare Ned — This day I reseued your letter, which is much 
comfort to me. I longe much to see you, and I mise you as much ; 
be carefull, of your self, and doo not neglect to vse the meanes, which 
is derected you. The last night I hard from your father by Morgan, 
who had bine at Loundon; I meane the apoticary ; he left your father 
well, but full of buisness. He sawc M"" Prine and M^ Bourton come 
into Loundoun; they weare meet with 2000 hoors and 150 schochess, 
and the men woi^ rosemary that meet them. I haue heare sent you 
the 7 articells against my lord Straford ; your father sent them me. 
The parlament goos on happily ; I pray God continue it M" Yats 
continues ill, but doctor Rwit hopes shee mendes ; he is with her 
stilL I haue sent your father a snipe pye and a teale pye, and a 
coller of brane, or elles I had sent you somethinge this weake. Re- 
member me to my nephew Pelham and to your tutor. I pray God 
fitte vs all, for the day of fast. Your brothers and sisters are well, 
and I thanke God I am out of my beed againe. I pray God biles 
you and leade you in the path of life ; and beleefe that I am. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harlev. 

Desem: 1640. Bromton CastelL 

I haue not yet scene the glasses, they are not come from the 
carriers, but I thanke you for them, and I will and pleas God, send 
you mony for them. 

Mr. James is not yet come downe ; I hope he will come by you. 
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XC. 

For my dcnre sonne M' EJwnrd Iljirliij. 

Deare Ned — I tbanke you for your letter tliis weako by tlic 
carrier ; it is my greet ioy to heare from you, and I pray God I 
may stiU heare well of you. 1 should be exceeding glad if your 
father could procure Wigmore to be a burgos towne, and that you 
niig)it be of tlie parlement. I rescued a letter from jour father this 
night by M^ Morgan, but none by the carrier. I thunke God he 
is very well, hut fiill of biusnes. He rwit ine word that secretary 
Winedibaucke was flod. 1 heare it ia hkely to goo ill with the erle 
of StraforJ. My lady Veore rwit me a letter this weake ; she was 
then gooing to my lady of Westmorland, whouo is bigg with child. 
My lord her husband lias had the small-pox, but I heare not a 
wordof my sister Wacke. Mrs. Wnllcote was with me this weake; 
she tolls me shee thinkcs to send for her sonne thees holydays, but 
shee nouer asked me wheather I would haue any tiling to Oxford. 
Shee toold nio Dr. Toby Mathue was with Mr. Plooden, whearc 
theare was gitjat resort of papia, which makes some feare tbey haue 
some plots ; but 1 trust the Lord of Hosts will wacth ouer vs. 

My cosen Comewcll !a Jieare ; but 1 thinke when tlie Ember fast 
is past, shee will be goone. If you goo to my brother Braves theas 
holy days, I shall not be sorry, but I know not, wheather your 
father will he content. Deare Ned, let me know wheather you goo 
or no. My cosen lih-my his wife is brought to beed of a sonne : 
your brother Robert was godfather. Your brother growes tallo. 
Mrs, Yates is vpon recovery. Doctor Rwil dealt very kindely with 
them, and tookc much pains, and tooke but half his ieese. I was 
sorry Mr. Griffits brought me no letter, but he aschured me you 
wi'are welL 1 tbanke God I am reasnahell well, and your brothers 
and sisters are very well, and I pray God continue your health and 
fill your hart with gras, which will be much comfort to, 

Your most allectlnat atotIi(!r, BitiLi.iASA Hakley. 

liuem: II, 1640. Bmmloa CiaUe. 

TAMl). SOf. P 
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I thanke you for the glases you sent me. They came all very 
safe; and I hope to send you the IP^ for them; they are fine 
glasess. 

Dcare Ned, remember me to my nephew Pellham, and my 
saniis to your worthy tutor ; and I hope you are careful! of your 
owne health. 



xci. 

For my dcare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej. 

Deare Ned — On Wednesday night last I receiued your letter 
from M' James, and yesterday yours by the carrier, for both I 
thanke you ; and do you beleue that your letters are uery welcome 
to me, and I hoi^Q that that will alwayes make you willing to write. 

Your father wrote me word that he did thinke to send for you, 
which I am very glad of, and that makes me send this letter to Lon- 
don, where I hope it will meet you. I wrote you nothing of what I 
haue heard of the parliament: bee: I hope you will heare it more 
fully at London. Dcare Ned, tell your father that I desire him, if 
M' Gower can be spared from comming to London, that I desire he 
may. Richard Sankie wrote to him to 6ome up about the begin- 
ning of January. M*" Gower read Sankies letter to me, but I will 
not haue Sankie know this. 1 know not how this congregation will 
be well prouided for in his absence. I thanke God he is very well, 
but I see him but seldome : he kept Wednesday last very worthely. 
M*" Tomms was at Brompton and hclpt us in my family. I haue 
kept my bed since yesterday ; I hope the Lord will bring mee well 
out of it. I thanke God your brothers and sisters are well. I pray 
God blesse you and preserue you in safety, both of soule and body. 
Your most affectionate mother, Bkii.liana Harley.* 

Brompton, December 19, 1640. 

* This letter, excepting the signature of Lady Brilliana, is in the handwriting 
of another ; probably that of her son Thomas. 
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I take it for a great blessing of God that you are so well. I pray 
God continue your health, and be carefull of yourselfe for my sake. 



xcii. 
For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

Deare Ned — On thursday night Miller came home, and brought 
me the wellcome aschurance of your being well, with your father : 
and I should be glad you weare of the parlament. I much reioyce 
that the parlament goos one so well. 1 trust the Lord will finisch 
this good worke begonne. I am sorry my lord keeper would goo 
away. I belefe others wisch themselfes with him. 

I hard from my brother Pelham aboute a fortnight sence ; the 
ocation of his sending was this ; I hard that the minester of Brock- 
ellbe was deade, and the place was worth 50/. a yeare ; I haueing a 
great desire to haue a good man theare, made offer to Mr. Volye. 
My brother liked the report I gaue of him, and sent to haue liim 
come and speake with him ; but sent me word it was wortli but 
30 pounds a yeare ; neather would he haue him come with a hojje 
that he woidd mend it ; but if he sawe he weare painefull, it was 
likely he would consider him. Mr. Voly was loth to goo to so 
small a thinge, v|X)n so poore hopes, and he has so much wheare he 
is : it did much trubell me, that my brother semed to be so straight 
in so great a matter ; he rwit me word he had many shuters for it ; 
I thinke they are not worth the haueing. 

My deare Ned, take care of your self: doo not goo by water this 
winter. I heare theare is a howes shut vp by my cosen Smith, 
which I am sorry for. If Rafe had not goone vp of his owne 
buisnes, I had sent vp Rise. I could wisch your father would make 
you another shute of cloths, for one shute is to littell. 

I thanke God I am indeferent well, and all yoiu: brothers and 
sisters are well. 



'^ 
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I pray God biles you and keepe you in His feare and leade you in 
the pathe of life, so I rest, 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Janu: 2, 1640. Bromton CastelL 

My cosen Comewell is yet with me. 

If you haue so much time, let Rafe tell you how the boys shut out 
Mr. Ballam out of scoule. I was very glad that your brothers 
weare not with them. 



XCllI. 

For my deore sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — 1 hope this letter will finde you with your father : 
now I thinke it longe sence I hard from you ; for this weake as yet 
[ haue not hard. Send me word wheathcr my brother be in Loun- 
doun, and how he does. Now your father and you are from me, 
my contentment is in the happy proseedings of tlie parlament, 
which makes a mend for your fathers longe absence. I longe to see 
him, and I hope in due time I shall inioy that comfort of seeing you 
both. I beleefe by this, you are somethinge aquanted with Lou- 
doun, and, dearc Ned, send me word how you like it 

Yesterday wee keepe a priuet day ; Mr. Gower, Mr. Yaits, Mr. 
Steuenson, Mr. Voile, and Mr. More, were at it Mr. More's wife 
is very ill, as she was vsed to be, a shakeing all over her. I thankc 
God your brothers and sisters are well, and I am indeferent well ; 
but it has bine extreme coold weather. I pray God biles you, and 
make you to see and finde that there is more sweetness in the 
seruis of God tlien in all the pleashurs of the world; and be 
aschured that I gladly will sheaw meself 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Janu: 8, 1G40. Bromton CasteU. 

Mr. Prise of Pilleth dyed on wensduy last. 
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XCIV. 

For my deare sonne M*^ Edward Ilarley. 

My deare Ned — I thanke you for your letter this weake ; I re- 
scued it not tell this morning, and then it was wellcome. I thought 
at the first I had no letter from you, becaus yours had no shuper- 
scription ; but I was well pleased to be so disceaued. It is a great 
comfort to me to hear the parlament goos on so happily, and that 
the kinge has consented that the insendereis should be judged. M' 
Braughton is now at Bromton, and I beleefe, if Mr. Tomkins be not 
barges for Webly, he will on munday : Mr. Gower purposes to goo 
to Heereford, to consult aboute the scandolous ministers^ and thos 
places which haue none. I am glad theare is likly to be so good a 
corespondency betwne us and tlie Duch. I am glad to heare my 
lord is well, but I haue not hard from him yet Theare is a very 
fine discours rwiten in Italien, but translated in to Latine; it is 
dedicated to Oxsensteme, he that was tresure to the king of Sweden ; 
if the book desarfe the comendation I coidd wisch you did reade it, 
but I can not send you the titell of the booke. I thanke God your 
brothers and sisters are very well. I pray God biles you, and 
kecpc your hart aboue all the thinges in this life ; so I rest, 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Jam: 9, 1640 Bromton CasteU, 

XCV. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — Tliis morning I reseeued your letter by Raphe, 
dnd I ho})C theas lines will finde you with your father, wheare I had 
rather haue you be then at Oxford. I am very glad that the 
parlament has defercd priuet biusnes for a time, to settell the 
publikc ; in which I beseach the Loi*d direct them and giue them a 
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vnanimous consent in thos things which may be for the glory of 
God and the peace of His Church ; that all theas thinges, whithout 
which God may be sarfed without burdening the conscienc of any 
of Gods childeren, may be cast out, as thos things which haue to 
longe trubeled the peace of the chruch. I much reioyce that your 
father and you are well. I beseach the Lord continue your health. 
My cosen Smith rwite me word that you weare perfectly well, which 
is much comfort to me. I heare not a word of my sister Wacke. 
I am sorry my lord is gone into the North. 

I thaiike God, I am now out of my beed ; your brothers and sisters 
are well. 

I pray God biles you and keepe you in His feare, and giue you a 
comfortabell seeing of, 

Your most affectinat mother, Bkilliana Harley. 

Jam: 22, 1640. Bromton CasteU. 

My cosen Dauis remembers saruis to you. 



xcvi. 
For mj dearc sonne M' Edward Harley. 

Deare Ned — I can not let such a suflScent mesengcr goo without 
a letter to you. Mr. Gower had finisched but this day late. I 
beleefe your father will correct somethinge in it, or am deceafed. 
I sent Rice to carry this the more carefully, and I thinke your 
father may make some vse of him; for I feare on man is too littell 
for him. I pray God biles you. 

Your most affectinat mother, Bkilliana IIarley. 

Jana: 23, 1640. Bromton Costell 

Your sister Marget is not very well, but the rest are well. I 
feare her made vscd somethinge to her head. 
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XCVIl. 
For my dearc sonne M' Edward Harlej. 

Deare Ned — I am glad of all ocations to inquire afflter your 
health, which I hoi)e you inioye. Munday, as I hard from you and 
others, was to be the day of debate about bischops. We at 
Bromton keep the day to shue to our God for His derection of the 
parlament. I beleefe that herarchy must downe, and I hope now. 

My cosen Keirle sent the petion he had at Hereford to Mr. 
Gower to geet hands ; he rwit Mr. Gower word he sent it to my 
younge cosen Vahan ; he singned it and goot threescore and 10 hands 
to it, but his father did not singe it I longe to heare from you. 1 
beceach the Lord to biles you, and that I may see you with much 
comfort ; so I rest 

Your most affcctinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Junu: 28, 1640. Bromton Castell. 

Your brothers and sisters are well ; but your sister Brill has a 
very greate coold. 

Deare Ned, let your man deliuer this letter to my cosen Pelham, 
as soune as you can ; I haue rwit to him about a mariago for one 
of my neeccss. 

XCVllI. 

For my deare sonne M' Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I thank you for your letter by the Wellchman 
and by the carrier. I thinke the Wellchman went vp on a sleepless 
arent, for he toold me he went vp about a petion against the 
minister wheare he lined, but the man that carried the petion was 
not come to Lonndon, nor he knwe not wheare he was ; as he went 
vp he said that he carried the ixjtion, and that he would goo to your 
father about it 

I did much fcare, when I hard first of the kings s^xjach, that it 
would haue caused some allteration in the parlament, but I now 
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theaire hands to. I am toold tliat it is the way in all cuntrys, and 
that M*" Macworths gaue such derections. To me it dous not 
sound reasnabell ; for, in my opinion, such hands should be taken as 
vnderstand it, and will stand to what thay haue doun. 

I heare my Lord Straford is aquesused of most abominabel 
maters, but I haue not hard any particulars. I had a letter from 
my cosen Harry Pelham, in which he dous much commend you. I 
beleefe you finde him to sauer more of religion than his brother 
Hurberd. I am glad my brother is not goon to the army, and that 
my cosen Farfex has the honner of knightwood added to him. My 
lady Veere rwit me word, that shee was glad that you weare with 
your father, for shee thought it would be an aduantage to you. 

I hope the Lord will still gooalonge with the parlament, and 
tho wicked men wacth for theaire failleing, that they shallbe disa- 
ponted. 

I biles God that you finde yourself well ; I beceach the Lord to 
continue your health, and aboue all, that you may inioy a sound 
judgment, an vpright hart, large aifectionons to your God, which is 
the true health of the minde. Deare Ned, be carefull of yourself, 
and the more for my sake. 

Rwit me word what imployment your father puts Gorge Griffits 
brother to, which M' Griffits toold me he sent vp the last weake to 
your father. I haue heare inclosed sent you 1 1*** for the glases 
you sent me downe ; they are very good and came very well to me. 

I thanke God my coold is much better then it was, and I hope 
gooing away. 

I am now out of my beed ; this is the first day. I pray God biles 
you. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Pheb: 15, 1640. BronUon CasteU, 
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Deare Ned — I aliould be glad I could as eaaely see you aa rwit 
to you. I thanko you for your letter this weake. I reioyce that 
your father is well, and that is my comfort in his absence. I could 
wisch 1 could vndergiio some oi' the paines for him, but I would 
haue him act the vnderstanding part I haue allways beleefed that 
the Lord would purge His chruch from all theas tbinges and 
persons, that haue bine such a hinderance to the free pasage of His 
glorious ghospell ; and I trust, now is the time. The death of the 
kiDge uf Spaine, I thinke, will make some alterations in tlios parts. 
I much reioyce the parlainent goos one so weU. I pray God they 
may doo so still. Yonr brother Tomas red me tlie apeach, which 1 
can not vnderstand no further then to know I doo not vnder- 
Btand the nonesence of it. Your brotlier is very glad of his 
letter, but he is very solerae at the speach, as if he did not 
thinke that had bine sjwken. M"" Gower is, 1 beleeue, with you. 
I did hope my cosen Daniol would haue come domie tliis weake, 
that so I might haue hard moi-e fully from you. I haue sent your 
father some other cakes to put in his pocket. Kwit me word, how 
he likes them. I am sorry the biskets weare made wors in the 
carage ; before they went of, all tlieaire falte was that they weare 
oner backed. It pleases me well that you are with yoiu- father. 
Deare Ned, I beceach the Lord to biles you, and make you growe 
stronge in graa, which is emestly desii'ed by, 

Your most affectinat motht-r, Beillia.na Hauley. 

Pkeb: lU, 1640, Bromtnn VmteU. 
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For my duare sonoe Mr. Edward Harley. 

My dean: Ned — If >ou knwe how much I mise your company, 
you will conclude your letters are very wellcome to me. I thanke 
you for yours by the carrier and by tlie [MSt 

I much reioyce that you and your latlier are so well. Deare 
Ned, still take care of your self, and put your lather in minde to 
doo sa 

I am sorry Irland is in so bade a case, and that the |iiiting off of 
the land into a posture of defence, is so forslowed. 

M' Brougbton, I beleeue, will tell yon bow they speake of tha 
pnrlameut, in the cuntry. I pray God open theare eyes, that they 
may see things a right I should be soiTy your fatlier should put a 
stranger in trust with his estate, when be ia not iu the cuntry. I 
pray God direct him. I baue scase time to rwit any thing to you 
in this letter ; M'' Moors man being in such bast. I pray God 
biles you. 

Your most attectinat mother, Bhilliana Uarlet. 

i'Apfi.-ae, ie40. Urompt-m Caslcl. 



T(. her 



n Edward. 



Deare Ned — I haue reaeued your letter by my eosen Dauis ; it 
was welieoine tbo it was short My cosen Dauis telles me, your 
father is very well and that you are so, wliicb is a great comfort to 
me ; and I hope that the Lord will giue your father dubcU strentgh, 
to vndergoo the waight of thos imployments which lye \-pon him. 
And I hope you will not repent your being at Loundoun with 
your father, which I gees will be more aduaiitage to you, then if 
you had bine at Oxford. 
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My cosen Diiuis !a not cleer* yet Id his biusnes ; for M' Edwards 
will not out; lie slUes what they say; and says M' Dauis goos 
about like a premouter. He says, he would be sent for vp to 
Loimdoiin, that he may informe the parlament with what vntruths 
my cosen Duuis has toold them. I never hard of a "man that was not 
out of his sences, that was so cureles to doo like a resnabell man, as 
M"' Edwards is ; he seames to let himself loose to be led by his 
pastions, I hope my coseo Dauis makes a rongc judgment ; for he 
thiiikes my lord Straford will not haue liia sentence, and that some 
other tijinges will fall out. My cosen Dauis charges dous not pleas 
him, becaus it is no more. 

Your letter by Jlion Wall was very wellcome to me, iind I 
thanke you for it I hope the Lord will disapuint all the plots of 
thos that bane evill will at the prosperity of Gods dirucb. Your 
letter has giuen me much content, tor I teured that some would take 
ocation by tlie Scots declaration to vrge against tliem ; but I hope 
the Lord will pasefy all distempers. I am glad to hears mj brother 
b well, and 1 perawade meaeiCo he louea you. I hope my brothiir is 
not for loi-d Straford. I bard my lord Straford layeil some of hia 
actions to his charge ; but I hope, if he did, my brother has cleered 
himself. 

I am glad my cosen St. Jhons ia to be marled. 1 beleeue it is 
for her aduantage ; tho in my opinion, when one has chiltderen, it is 
better to be a widowe, 

M*" Ballam is very sicke; 1 thinke it is an ague, but he Gates, 
and so make his fits violent ; he will take nothinge of Wodowes, nor 
Morgan, but is resoided to send to morrow for doctor Uwit, but he 
feares he will stay longer with him then 3/. will hoold out; that he 
is willing to giue, but he can spare no more, as he says : thi.s 2 dayes 
he has bine debating of, as they tell me; but now in his iitte, he re- 
Boulfos to send for him, and dous not rccken the charges. I ho|)e 
he will doo well; he is so prouedenL Your brother Tome had a 
sharpe fitte on aabolh day night, but I thanke God liis last file was 
but short ; he is very cheerufuU and hungry, but I sutler him to eate 
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no meatc, and I giue him glisters^ which I thanke God has doun 
him much good. 

I hope in good time your father will finde a chamber in the 
Tempell for you. Deare Ned, put your father in minde, to inquire 
of M"^ Gwine. 

I thanke you for your letter by tlie carrier ; your lettera gives me 
more satisfaction then any other. I did much feare, by what I was 
abell to gees, that the Scots declaration would giue the contrary 
party ocation to sheaw themselfes ; but I biles the Lord, that He has 
ouer-ruled the harts of men, and I hope they goo now on well, to 
doo that greate worke they haue in hand. I thanke you for the 
paper the Scots put into the Lords. I haue taken a coppy, and 
heare-inclosed returned yours. I confes, I longe to heare the 
sugsess of the conferance. Many rumors are in the cuntry. If 
you haue bine to heare the Scots minesters, send me word how you 
like tliem. I am glad your father has not taken coold, this coold 
weather ; for wheare your fathers loodging is, is the cooldest place I 
thinke about Loundoun. I reioyce that your father is well, tho 
I was sorry I had no letter from him ; but when he is so biussy I 
would not haue him rwit 

I thanke God your brother Tomas scaped his ague yesterday, and 
he is indeferent well. M^ Ballam is ill, and so is Same Pinner. 
Deare Ned, send me word when you thinke that M^ Gower can 
come doune. 

I haue rwit to Sanky about Hacklet ; for I perseaufe shee may be 
brought to loue him. 1 haue keep my beed this weake, and as yet 
I haue not bine a whoole day vp. I pray God biles you, and giue 
you gras and comfort, the portion of His chillderen ; so I rest. 

Your most affectinat mother, Bbilliana Hakley. 

Mar: 12, 1640. Bromton Castell. 
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For my dcare loiiiie M' Edwnrd Harlej. 

Deare Ned — Yoiir letter was tbis morning a sweet cordtall to me, 
aflter a great deale of sorrow I had for your brother Tom. It is 
Gods great mercy tfl me that your father and you are well ; and I 
beceache the Lord to continue that mercy to you both, and then I 
shall be, so much the better. 

1 am sorry theare is that difference betwiie bothe howea, and I 
feare theare will be more ; but I trust the Lord will ouer-rulo mens 
harts. I am glad tiiat the Bischops begine to falle, and 1 hope it will 
be with them as it was with Haman ; when be began to falle, be feell 
indeed^ 

I am glad my lady Veere haa caus to reioyce in my cosen St. 
Jlions second mariage. 

Your brother Toma ague Is much increesed, and he is very weake ; 
his fitte on wensday heahl him 22 ourea ; he is now in his fitte, and 
he has it very sharply; his noes has blled much at seuerall times, and 
tliey say ia a singe, it is a feauor. I haue sent for doctor Rwit or 
doctor Bauer. M' Ballam sent on inunday for doctor Rwit, but 
then he was in Glostersheere. I had safed him that labor, but your 
brother was then reaanabell well. He lay in M' Ballams chamber, 
and Blechely, whoo lookes to him and bod wactlicd with him, on 
monday night, shee left bim a aleepe and prtly allmost out of his fitte, 
and would let them make no fier in his chamber, but when she was 
goon, the maid that shee left with him, made so much fier that it 
allmost burnt the clothes of the bced, and put bim into a riolent 
beatc ; now I haue him lye in the chamber by me, which pleases 
him very well. He weepe the otiier day in priuet, and toold on that 
he takes for his frrend, that his brother Robin was angry with 
him aboute the parlanient nwea, and he feared he had made you 
• angry with bim ; thearefore, deare Ned, rwite to him. Your 
brother Robin cares not to know how it goos in the itarlament. I 
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meane to know it, which I blamed him on day for, and then he rwit 
to you. Your brother Tom is the likest you, and loues you dearely. 
I pray God biles yon and giue you a comfortabell meeting with 
Your most ^ftectinat mother, Brilliana Hahlet. 



e lakes great pains with 



Blechly giiies liim much content, and s 
him. 

Deare Ned, let this incolesed letter be deliuered to my brother. 
I rwit to him, becaus I hard lie was expected in the North. 
Mar: 19, 1640. Bromloa CiuteU. 



For my <kare Bonne Mr. Edward llarlej. 

Deare Ned — Sence I cannot liaue the greater part of my comfort 
in seeing of you, I am glad to my parte in this, that is next it. 

I much desire to heare the sugsess of this weakea debates in par^ 
lament ; I pray God it may be a happy one. 

Tour brother Tom this morning is pritty welt, but he had a very 
loonge fitt, from 2 a clooke wesday night tell 2 a clooke this thors' 
day night; he is very wcake, bnt doctor Rwit puts me In good 
hope of him ; the doctor came yesterday to me. This morning he 
has giuen him a purge, and I hope the Lord will biles it to him: 
his noos bleeds every fitt, I see him twes or thrise a day. Blechly 
takes a greate deale of paines with him, vracthes every iite-night 
with him, rises euery night to him, gtuea him all liis glisters. I did 
not thinke, shee had bine halfe so carefull. I beleeue you pray for 
him ; some times in his fitta he speakes a tittell idell ; but he did not, 
I thanke God, in tliis fitt ; but, poore hart ! he is very weake. But 
the doctor puts me in good hope of him. Your brother Rubin dous ■ 
exceedingly neglect himself, whith is a great greefe to me ; he is still 
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with the itafuants, and grows tall and very leaiie, so that Diictor 
Rwit did not knowe him. I pray God biles you. 

Your most afi'ectinat mother, Ubilliaka Hauley, 

War: 20, 1640. Bnimton Caslrll. 

I haue sent your father by this carrier a turkey pye. Deare Ned, 
send me word wheather rour father like it 



For ray deare sonne Mr. Edward Hurley. 

Deare Ned — That I banc no letter from you this weake puts me 
to a Btand, and I should be very much trubeled, but that your 
father rwiles me word you are well, wliich mercy, I hope, the Lord 
will still continue to yon. I neuer more longed to lieare how things 
goo then I tlid this weake. Many rumora we heare, but I biuld 
vpon nothing tell I heare it from you or your father. 

T much desire to heare liow the parlament tooke the ansure of 
the justicea of this country, that sent word tliey knwe not by what 
aughtority the parlament did require the taking of the protestation. 
S' William Croft is much against the parlament, and vtters his 
minde freely : lie was much displeased that they would petition the 
Parlament ; he toold M"" Gower he was a moufer of sedistion ; and 
my cosen Tonikina was very hoot with him : they say tho parla- 
ment dous thoare owne biusncss, and not the uuntryes, I shall long 
to heare from you. 1 thanke God, your coseti Smith has loost his 
ague, for I could not deseme ho had any 6te. On mimday before 
Ester, M"" Kirll and some other gejitellmen intend to seel forward 
with the petition, wliich I hope will be well taken. 

1 pray God bllea you, and keepe you in Hia feare. 

Your most aflectioat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

.Mar.- 25, iG41. 



\22 LtTTEK- or THE [1641. 

« VII. 
For n-.T de&re K-r^rir M- EiT&rd H&rler. 

My Jeare XeJ — 1 know n-.t wheaihcr ir Laneford will heepe 
his rescilution, to tie at Lounioun as S'june as the carrier^ and tliear&- 
fore I desire to 1ft y..iu kn^'we how your brtithere doo, which I per- 
swad nieself vou luiiiie alfter. I th;mke Giid vonr brother Tom is 
pritty well but weake : y.-iir brcther Ri ibine was ill all day yester- 
dav. Doctor Rwit made ha<te baeke. becaws he did not like your 
brother when lie went awav. This dav he tooke a vomit, which 
rought vc-ry well with hiin. and 1 hojR? he will be mnch better 
for it : and I trust the Lord will l:»e meroA-tull to them and me, in 
restoreing them b*»tli to he;ilth : and I beeeach the Lord to continae 
yours, and to biles you with all bllesinges, as I desire my onne 
soule should be bllesed. So I rest. 

Your most aAectinat mother. Brilliaxa Harlet. 

^far: 27, 1641. Bnymton Ovtril. 

Your sisters. I thanke Cnxl, are Wfll. This dav S"" Willifaam Croft 
is at Wigmore al>oute the subsedies, 

i VIM. 

For niv deare ^nne Mr. Edward HarleT. 

Deare Ned — I ho|>e yon jure well, and I am glad to heare you are 
so ; but yet I know not what to thinke, that I had no letter trom 
you, neather by the carrier nor by the post. I long to heare finom 
you, and I beleiue you think I doo. I pray God biles you and 
keepe you from all euill, especially that of sinn. I thanke Grod 
your cosen Smith is well againe. So I rest. 

Your most afiectinat mother, Brilliana Harlet. 

^f(lr: 28, 1641. Bromjtton CastelL 

I beleeue you hear that M*" Weafer, on of the burges of Here- 
ford, is dead. 
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For inj deare sonne Mr. Edward Hurley. 

Deare Ned — The last night I receued your letter by the carrier 
whicli yoa rwlte the last weake. I confes I was much joyed to see 
your hand, but I cannot but yet be sorry that I haue no letter from 
you this weakc, nor from your father. I pray God I may hcare 
well of you : it is my comlbrt, that in tbeas days of trubell you 
make the Lord your defence, and loofee vp to Him, whoo goouers all 
the affairs of the world, and I am confident will bring this, His owne 
worke to a glorious end. I send this letter by the post of Londlow, 
whoo is nwely seet vp ; if you will rwit« by lijm weakely, I will 
send, if pleas God, for the letters ; for it will be eassyer then to 
send to Shreawesbury. I have bine ill, as I vse to be sence wens- 
day. I pray God biles you and giue you wisdome both to watke 
before God and man. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harlet. 

^r: thtjirtl, 1641. Brtimpton VutleU. 



For mj ilearc sonne Mr, Kdnard Unrlej. 

My deare Ned— Your wellcome letter by Mr. Moore I receued 
the last night I had longe longed for a letter from you ; the last 
weake I bad only a letter from you, but it was on that had bine 
rwite the weake before. We must all say, if the Lord dons not 
apeare In His allmighty power to ouer-rule the actions of men, we 
may feare woofull dayes. If such dayes should bclallo vs, the woo 
would hglit on thoos that haue not walked witli God, and Gods 
childeren should only last of the sorrow of them. I am sorry for 
judg Mallet, I wisch he may be so wise as to seii hia error; but the 
soyle of [lich will hardly be rubed of. 
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I haue sent Mr. Dauis of Wigmore, the derections you rwite me 
from your father, to Heariford ; he went this moniing. I pray 
God prosper him in it, and if it be His holy will, that you may haue 
that imployment. I beleeue my lord Scidmore stands for Mr. 
Witeny, and I beleeue S^ William Croft will looke after it ; he is 
quite turned abowute. 1 purpos and pleas God, to send the keepers 
man to Loundoun on tusday, and then I hope to rwit you word 
what Mr. Dauis has doun at Heariford. You may beleeue I will 
rwite and doo all that I can, to ftirther that which I do desire, and I 
am perswaded doctor Wright would doo all that weare in his power. 
I thanke God your brothers and sisters are well, and I pray God 
biles you with His choyest bllesings ; and beleeue that you are most 
deare to, 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

BrompioH Castell. Apr: 9, 1641. 



CXI. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej. 

My deare Ned — Tho longe yet at last, I receued your letter 
sent by Mrs. Vahans man ; it was very well-come, tho it bare an 
old date. 

Mr. Scidmore the last night sent me your fathers letter, which 
he brought downe, and rwite me word you weare well, which was 
more wellcome to me then all his strange lines. 

Now I know your father desires for your sisters comeing vp, I 
purpos, and pleas God, she shall begine her joumy, without your 
father contradict it, on munday or tusday come senight, becaus I 
desire she should goo before the weather be so hoot I am very 
glad your coold is gone. I beceach the Lord in His rich mercy to 
biles you, and keepe you from all euille and make you grow in 
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wisdome] so that you amy still giude all your actions witb descre- 
tioD : 80 I rest, 

Tour most aftcctinat mother, Brilliana IIarlev. 

I send this by the post of Hariford, becaus I know not wheather 
the poat oC Loudiow euer deleuered my letter or no, Deaie Ned, 
be caret'ull of yourselt'e. 
J^: 14, 1641. BroTttiOoH Caiiell. 



For nij (ieare sonne M' EJwiird Ilarlej. 

My deare Ned — Tlio your letter by tlie mevser weare short, yet 
it had n longo wellcome. I much desire to lieare how my lord 
Straford comes of; for I beleeue many thinges depend vpon it. 
Once againe I thanke you for his charge, and M' Fines his speach, 
which I like very well. I need not tell you I had no letter from 
you by the carrier, but your father rwit me word you wears 
beareing my lord Strayfords charg, which was excuse susphicient ; 
and that you weare well, was pleasing to me, tlio I shotdd hane 
bine glad of a letter. Your brother Tom, I thanke God, has loost 
bis ague, but he dous not yet come abroode. Your brother Robine 
has is ague, bnt his fittes are short and much eassier then they 
weare. M' Ballam is very ill ; his is a feauor, if it be no thinge 
ellea. The other Jay he resouled to make hia will, and then to 
meddell no more with the world ; but yesterday and to day he 
hopes better of himself. I am very sorry for him. Doctor Rwit, I 
thinke, will be with him on munday next, and then I purpos, if 
pleas God, to take something meself. Aake your father, wheather 
I shall send to Oxford for your beed and Gorgess and the sheets; I 
can hardly spare the heeds ; for it may bo, some will perswade that 
it is bett£i' sell them tbeare then bringe them home ; but I am not 
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of tliat minde. Your sisters are weU, and I should be very glad to 
haue Bnll goo to my lady Veeres, I hope M' Gower will come 
downe shortly. I am much pleased that you are now with your 
father, and I hope it will be much aduantage to you ; and I beceach 
the Lord to biles all the wayes of kuowledg to yoa ; for yon now 
aeo the truth of Goda word, that tho men spread like a bay ti-ee, 
yet they endure but for a time. 

Deare Ned, be carefiill of your self; and I beceac.h the Lord to 
biles you : bo I rest, 

Your most affeclinat mother, BkiI-liana Harlby. 

Apr: 19, 1641. Bromton CtutelL 



For wj deare sonne M' Eiiward Hurley. 

My deare Ned — It cannot but be mueli comfort to mo to re- 
ceaue tho aschurancc of your health, sence Loundoun is now so 
sikely a place, and thearefore I tlianke you for yom- letter this weke 
by tlie carrier. It is an excelent thiuge to carry a littell peece of 
meer in your mouth, to kee[)e you from any infection. Tell yoar 
father of it, it may be he will vse it; and I beceach the Lord to pre- 
sarfe you, and giue me a comfortabell seeing of your f'atlier and you. 
In the cuntry thoy had broken the parlamcnt and beheaded my lord 
Straford, which would not well hange togeatlier. I pray God re- 
moufe all ruba that lye in the way, so that the worke can not goo 
forward. Our eyes must be to the Lord, whoo only can doo greete 
things. 

Mr. Gower has not yet made an end of tho relation of my lord 
Strafordfl charge ; he is aa much taken with the relation, as I thinks 
he was with heareiug it. 

Your brother Tom has loost his ague and ib resoabell well. Your 
brother Ilobine keepes his old way in evory . . . , in his dyet, and 
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coiisealeing his being ill. Docter Wright left him well, but he is 
growno wors ; but docter Wright calling of me as he came from a 
patient in WostershetTe, findeing him in that distemper, gaue him 
something, so that I hope the worst is past. This is the first day I 
haue take any time out of my beed. I will, if pleas God, hane some 
half shirts made for you. I longo to see you, and now I shall hope 
to doo so within thees 2 months, Your sisters are well. My cosen 
Dauis takes it exceeding kindely from you, aud tolls me he will rwit 
you word what he has doun. I pray God biles you as 1 would 
haue my owue soule blessed ; so I rest. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Haelet. 

I am glad your • • " has changed the Tempell to Linconsine, 
becaus theare is a better preaclier. 
Apr: 80, 1641, Bromton CaiteU. 



For my deure soiMie Mr. Edward ilarleir. 

Deare Ned — I rescued your letter which you sent with your 
fathers by Hcareford ; it was doubly Wellcome to me, in that it was 
yours, and that it brought me the wellcome hope of the two howesess 
agreeing about my lord Straford. I thanke God your brothers are 
prltty welL Your brother Tom has lost his ague, and your brother 
Robine 1 hope will doo his shortly. I thanke God I am reasnabell 
well, and I long to see you, and reioyce to express meseJfe, 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Hahlet. 

You did not rwit me word tliat you weare well, but I hoj>e you 
are. Loue is watchfuli This man is in hast 
MayA,\M\. Bromlon CiuteU. 
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CXV. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej. 

Deare Ned — Sence my thoughtes are so much with you, I may 
easely writ offten to you. I take much content that I may hope to 
see your father and you within 2 months. I pray God giue me a 
comfortabell inioyeing of that my desire. Deare Ned, be careful! of 
your health, and aboue all, of keeping your hart cloos with your 
God. I did much reioyce that theare was hopes of a good agree- 
ment betwene the 2 howess, and I hope to heare more ftdly of it by 
Looker, who was looked for hard the last night ; but he is not yet 
come. Your brother Tom, I thanke God, is so well that he comes 
into my chamber, and is mightyly a hungery, but your brother Ro- 
bine has his ague still ; his fittes are much lees. He was very ill, 
and I preuailed with him to take a vomit, which, he says now, if he 
had not taken he thinkes he had bine in his graue : but he was very 
vnwilliug to take any more phiseke, so he did not : and I feare he is 
a littell corbuticall ; for liis teethe are loose ; and I feare he had a 
littell touch of his old deases the other day, but he had no fitt : he is 
alltogeather against phiseke ; he thinks an ague must be wome away 
^y gooing abroode; but tlieas are not such agues. Mr. Ballam 
mends a paece, and so dous Sam Finer : your sisters are, I thanke 
God, very well, and your cosen Smith, whous only sorrow is, that I 
haue goot one to teach scoole for Mr. Ballam. 

Mr. Gower toold me of the death of my good brother Bray. I 
am exceeding sorry for the loos of him ; I hope my sister Wacke 
and my brother are well, and my lady Conway and my brothers 
chillderen. 

I pray God biles you and keepe you in His feare : so I rest. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

May 7, 1641. BronUon CasteU. 

I thanke God, I finde meself much better for my phisek and being 
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let blood. I liaue bine to see your brother Robine, but I durst not 
goo to-day, becaus I haue taken a great coold. 



cxvi. 

For mj deare sonue Mr. EdwarJ Harley. 

Deare Ned — I haue defered the mesenger so longe that I haue 
hardly time to write. I did hope Looker would haue bine in time, 
and now I ho})e he will bringe me the aschurance of your health, 
and your fathers, when he comes, which I longe for. Your brother 
Tom is well, but your brother Roberd had his ague to-day. We 
heare of great matters that has bine doun at Loundoun this weake, 
but I beleeue nothinge tell I heare it from a shure hand. I pray 
God biles you, and beleeue me to be. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Mays, 1641. 

Endorsed, — Conwey 
Carrage 
Cairage 
Caraige. 

CXVI I. 
For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

Deare Ned — I haue resen to giue you thankes for your letters, 
for as I haue many ocations of sorrowes, so I thanke God your 
letters are greate refreschings to me. I am very sorry to heare that 
the sikenes is so much increesed. I beceech the Lord stay that 
judgment that it may not goo through the land ; and the Lord in 
mercy presarue you from all infections. And deare Ned, be not so 
boold in gooing into plases where the sikenes is. I haue some hope 
that the pai'lament will ajoume, tliat your father and you may come 
doune within this fortnight or 3 weakes at the farthrest, which I 
should be glad to be assured of. I am glad my lord Saye is master 
of the wards. In the cuntry they haue in report hanged the arch- 

CAMD. soc. 8 
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biscbope. I am glad tliat Mr. Gwine has giuen a better imprestion 
of liiinself. 1 could wisch with all my hart, that my cosen Harry 
Pelham weare aquiiited with him. My brother Pelham is a good 
father, but yet my dear sisters chillderen want theare mother. 

I feare my brother is not ouer willing to part from his money. 

My nephewe Edward is now returned to Oxford from Brockellsbe. 

Deare Xed, I could wisch your chamber weare in Linconsine and 

not in the laine ouer against it; those lains weare the vnsweatests 

places in Loundoun, and allways the siknes is in thos ])lacess. I 

could wisch you had rather bine in the Tempell or Graseine. 

Grasein mythinkes is a fine place. I would haue you tell your 

father what I thinke of your chamber and the howes. I would haue 

write to him about it meself, but that I thought it might trubell 

him to reade so longe a letter. 1 longe to heare how you are pro- 

uided for a man, and whoo shall mainetaine Gorge at Oxford; for I 

heare he has not write to his father aboute it this mornii'. Merre- 

difes hows that Mr. Simons lined in fell on firer, but thankes be to 

God, theare was not much hurt doun, only the walls of the kichen 

burnt and pulled doune ; the loos is thought to be about 3/. Mr. 

Ballam is fallen sike againe ; he is no ouer wise man. I thanke 

God your brothers and sisters are well. The protestation was taken 

on sabath day last at Bromton, Wigmore and Lainterdine, with 

much willingnes. I desire to know wheather you tooke it I pray 

God biles you, and giue you a comfortabell meeting with 

Your most affectinat mother, Builliaxa IIarley. 

Mai/ 21, 1641. Bromton Castell 

I haue sent you a peace of angelica rooat : you may carry it in 
your jMJcket and bite some times of it. 

ex VII I. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Ilarlej. 

Deare Ned — The shurenes of tlie carrier, tho he is slow, makes me 
writ by him, tho I purpos and pleas God to write by the mersser, 
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whoo goos towards Loundoun on nmnday. I am t^lad that justice 
is excicuted on my lord Strafbrd, whoo I thinkc dyed like a Sen- 
neca, but not like one that had tasted the misteiy of godlyness. 
My dearc Ned, let theas exam})els make you experimentally wise in 
Gods word, which has set forth the prosperity of the wicked to be 
but for a time ; he flo^vreschess but for a time in his life, nor in his 
death has peace ; but the godly has that continuall feast, the peace 
of a good contience, and his end is peace, and his memory shall not 
rot I thanke God that I hard you weare well, for I haue bine in 
feare of it all this weake. I thanke God your brothers and sisters 
are well. I haue keepe my beed sence munday. Deare Ned, be 
carefull of your self, and I pray God biles you. So I rest, 

Your most affectinat mother, Bkilliana Harley. 

May 21, 1 641. Bromton Castell 



CXIX. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Hurley, 
in Wesmester, iieure the Parlament Howes. 

Deare Ned — I thanke you for your letter by the Wellcheman ; 
belc»eue it, your letters cannot come to offten to me. I biles God 
that you are well, and I hope the Lord will keei)e you so, and in 
gcxxl time giue me, whoo longes for it, a happy seeing of you. I 
knwe not of M»* Yaits his gooing to Loundoun tell this day. I hoi>e 
buisnes in the parlament will goo one smouthly, and I hoi)e > our 
father will come downe and you in June. I was allways of the 
minde, that Gorge would not stay with }ou but to sarfe his owne 
turne. I pray God send you a religious and a gootl natured sar- 
uant. Deare Ned, take my counsell, I beleeue you will not finde 
it bcest to take Gorges his brother ; it is a most teadious thinge to 
be sarued by a chillde, without you had other saruants that might 
healp out his defects ; they want witt and discretion, and haue theair 
pastions unbrideled, wichall togeeather makes them teadious saruants; 
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and I consider when you are at the ends of coiu't, and nobody about 
you but a cliild, if you should not be well, you would finde it a 
trubell ; and so you would being well ; when you unploye him in 
any saruis you would tast his cliildeischness in all he did. I speake 
from experience. I haue had cliillderen same me ; and I finde very 
yonge men and women no good saruants ; and then at the end of a 
yeare or 2, you will haue him doo as Gorge dous ; but if you weare 
sure he would not, yet I would not haue you take such a youth ; 
you would finde no content in it If Samuell weare of a good nature, 
I could wisch you would like him ; but he has a sower nature. Pleas 
yourself in your choyce, and I shall be pleased ; but take my word ; 
boys are trubellsome saruants. 

I thanke God your brothers are well, and so is your sisters. I am 
very glad to heare my lord is well, and that my lady Veere is 
wiUing to haue Brill ; it is my greefe that my condistion in health is 
such, that I can not be of more aduantage to you all than I am. I 
thanke you for the sparigous you sent me. I pray God biles you, 
and keepe you in His feare ; and, dcare Ned, beleeue me to be, 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Mr. Ballam has made shift to geet his ague againe. Roger Beeb 
like a wise man is goon to be maried. I haue not bine out of my 
beed sence munday. I pray God bringe me well out of it 
May 22, 1641. Bromton Castell. 



cxx. 

For my deare sonne M' Edward llarley. 

Deare Ned, — I thanke you for your letter by Jelly and by the 
carrier ; it is my grcate comfort that you are well, and I hope the 
Lord will continue that mercy to you. I much rcioyce that the 
Lord has sheawcd Himself so mightyly for His peopell, in heareing 
theare prayers; that it is come so fare as that the bischops and 
all theiarc traine is voted against I trust in God they will be in- 
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acted against, wliicli I longe to hcare ; and I pray God take all tlios 
thinges away which haue so longe offended. I longe much to see 
your father and you. I did hope to haue scene you the later end of 
this month ; but now I heare, it will be not tell the begineing of July. 

I thanke God your brothers are well, and so are your sisters. 
Mr. Ballam is abroad, and has begoun to keepe scoule ; but as you 
thought when you weare in the cuntry that he was not wis, so I 
finde him. S*" William Croft has promised me to come to Bromton 
at the faire, when I beleeue I shall want your father and you. 

On tusday night I had a greate fitt of the stone, but now, I 
thanke God, I am better. Deare Ned, be careful 1 of your self, and 
I beceach the Lord in mercy to biles you, and giue you a happy 
meeting, with 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliaxa Harley. 

I am sorry that your father was displeased for not haueing his 
mony souner: but I did what I could, and so will doo still. 
«/u7ie 5, 1641. Bromton Custell. 



CXXI. 

To her son Edward. 

Deare Ned — Had I not this weake rescued a letter from *** by 
which I heare you and your father were well, I should haue 
bine very much trubelled ; for this weake I haue rescued no letter 
from your father, nor from you. I know you are careful to rwite 
to me, becaus you know what a comfort it is to me ; thearefore I 
beleeue your letter has miscarried. 

I very much desire to heare how the affaires goo ; for I thinke 
theaire was neuer a more doutfuU crisise ; but it is the Lord who 
hoolds the bridell viK)n all men, so that they cannot doo what they 
desire, but in aduancing at theare owne endes, they still bringe to 
pas the Lords work. 

Deare Ned send me word wheather your father *♦♦♦♦♦♦♦• 
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the man for a steward or no. I am grieued with idl my hart that 
the tenants doo not pay theaire rents, tliat 1 might send it to your 
father, wlious ocatious I hard rather a hundred times weare supply ed 
dien my owne, I should be very glad, if your father would be 
pleased to bye a coach and haue horrses. I thinke it would not cost 
him much : and insteed of other horsess, if he keepe coach Iwrsess, 
which would be of as much vse as other horsess, I thmke I shall be 
abell to take the ayre in it ; and 1 beleeue it would be nmch ad- 
uantage to my health. And good Xed, tell your lather so, and let 
me pray you to put him in minde of it The maire and one or two 
horsess are sike, and so will not be fite to be sould as yet. Your 
cousin Smith has some remembrance of his ague agalne, but I hope 
it will not last longc. 

I pray God biles you and presanic you in health, and giue you a 
happy and comfortabell meeting with 

Your most affectinate mother, Bicilliana Harley. 

1641. Brampton CastelL 

The letter you rwit to me last weake I had this weake. 

cxxii. 

For iiij deare sunne Mr. Edward Harlcj. 

Deare Ned — I cannot let doctor Deodat goo, without leting you 
know my thoughts are nmch with you, and I hope I shall see you 
shortly. I receued your letter by Mr. Griffits : it brought me well- 
come nwes, in tliat it asshured me of your health, which I pray God 
continue to you. I thaiike God your brothers and sisters are well. 
I am still in beed, but I hope I shall be abell to rise with in thease 
feawe days. I am sorry doctor Deodat has left the cuntry. 

Deare Ned, be carefull of your self for my sake. I pray God 
bells you and giue you a comfortabell meeting with 

Your most atiecthiat mother, Hrflliana IIarley. 

June 14, 1()41. Hiomton CasU'll. 
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CXXIII. 
For my dearc sonne AI' Kdward Ilarley. 

Deare Ned — 1 thanke you for puting me in minde of takeing the 
ayre ; I beleeiie it would doo me good, but as yet I luiue not made 
triall of it ; but I liopo to doo, and if your father weare with me I 
should doo it with more cheerefullness. I thanke God I am now 
abell to site out of my beed, and finde meself indefercnt well. Every 
weake begeets nwe desires in mee, for now I very much desire to 
heare what is become of the biusness of the biscliops, which I hoi)e 
sliall downe ; but I feare it will finde miglity opotion ; but the Lord 
can make hard things eassy. We must all acknowledg Gods 
greate mercy in the discouering of so great a plot against His ixx>re 
peoi>elL I pray God we may still make God our refuge ; that so He 
may wacthe ouer vs, and then we sliall be safe. Deare Ned, rwit 
me word how the pasage was of M»* Hjirberds Pris his carage in the 
parlament, becaus theare is such various reports of it. I beleeue 
you father takes gi'eate pains. I beceach the Lord strentghen him 
and direct liim in all his ways, and give me a happy and comfortable 
meeting with your father and you. 

M»* Ballam I thinke is a verv sillv man ; he has discouered himself 
what he is, in his sikness. 

I feare your brothers loose theare time very much. Your brother 
Robrert is very much growne, and I feare s})ends littell time in 
gaineing of knowledg, which trubells me much. I hope your father 
wuU thinke of some cours for them. 

I much wonder at Gorge Griffits, whoo has had so many tyes to 
you, that he so neglects what you would haue done. I lioixj your 
father will not let you goo to Linconsine as longe as he is in I^oun- 
doun. Mr. Edwards, you will heare by my cosin Dauis, has by 
fors keept Bucknell, and cars not for the order of the parlament, 
which I thinke will be of very ill exami)ell, if it be not reproufed in 
liim. I will and pleas God, send you some handchorchers as soune 
as I can. 
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I pray God biles you, and giiie you thos choys bllesings which He 
only bestowes vpon His beloued ons in Christ : so I rest. 

Your most aftectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Jne: 19, 1641. Bromton CasteU, 

I pray you tell your father that the cooke I tooke, I was enforsed 
to put away, he was so naught 

cxxiv. 

For mj deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

Deare Ned — M"" Doughty his stay something affter my cosin 
Dauis, giues me leaue to begine this weake with a letter to you. I 
pray God biles you and prcsarue you from all things that may hurt 
you eather within or without 

I hard this morning that your father had taken my cosin Wig- 
mors estate into his hand, and vndertaken to pay all his deets. I 
hope it is not true : send me word wheather you heare any such 
thing. I would haue write to your father, but I thinke many letters 
would trubell him : be carefuU of yourself for my sake. 

Your most aflPectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

June: 21, 1641. Brornton CasteU, 

Just nowe M*" Ballam tell me he is not abell to teach scoule. I 
pray you tell your father so. 



cxxv. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

Deare Ned — Your letters must needs be dubly wcllcome, sence 
they come from you, and make a supply for your fathers not writing. 
I acknowledg Gods greate mercy, that your father and you are well, 
which mercy I hoixj the Lord will continue to you. I am glad 
corenell Goreing did so well cleere himself. We heare of many 
more plots ; one that Loundon should haue bine sect on firer, and 
many plots against the parlament ; that thoare w^eare porters 
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apoiDhxI to take notice of euery parlament mans lodging. I pray 
you write ma word whealher it weare so or no. I desire to trust in 
the Lord, and that dous stay my hart, or eles 1 should be much 
trubelcd, I hope the Lord will dii-ect the parlament in sucli a way 
as tliat they may seoteU theai'e aftairs, so as tliat they haue a time 
to goo into tlie cimtry, wheare I lon^ to see your father and you. 

I liaue written to your father to desire him that your brothers and 
cosin Smith may goo to M'' Voils tell the scoule be better prouided, 
or that M' Ballam retume from 03iford: they loos theair time ex- 
tremely. I make tliom tranalat some tlnnge out of Latin into IngUach, 
hut it is but a litell which they doo. M' Griffits was with me this 
diiy; ho tells me he will alow Gorge at Oxford 20/. a year; his 
elledcBt Sonne is to be maried shortly to M' Knights daughter. I 
hauc writen to your father aboute your brother. Put him in minde 
to scnde mo an ansure, for I shall longe for one. I liard a post 
came downe to Loudlow on tusday, but I had neuer a letter. I 
tliinke it now longe sence I had on from your father. I tlianke you 
for the pattenie of worke you sent me. 1 like it very well, and so 
well, that if pleas God, I purpose to woorke a shule of chars of it, 
and I hope you shall inioy them. 

I thanke God your brothers and sisters are well, and I am indiferent 
welL 

I pray God biles you and keepe you in His feare, and presarue you 
in all safety. 

Your most aftectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Jum: 25, 1641. Bromlon CiahU. 

I haue sent you halfe a duscn of handcherchcrs, tell I send you 
more. 

I thanke you for sending mo word that your fathers bisket was 
goon. I hope to send hun more the nest weake. I am sorry the 
meath is not good. 
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Por my deara a( 



e Mr. Edward Harlcy. 



Daire Ned — Tliis weake I receued a letter from your father by a 
man of KintoD. I hope you weare well, tlio you did not wirite ; and 
this weake I Itaue recoued no letter by the carrier. Just as I write 
tliia, the carrier sent me your letter from Loudlow, which giues me 
great content ; for, deare Ned, you are a great comfort to nie, and I 
hope the Lord will biles you for it. I much reioyce that your father 
is so well ; and I trust the Lord will still iuabell him to vndergoo 
thos waighty affairs which lye vpon him. 1 feare, as you doo, that 
it will be Augst before your father will haue time to come downe. I 
hope you ride some time into Hide parko to take the aj-ro ; and for 
my sake bo careful! of yoiurself. I thanke you for gluing me some 
hope of the bischops bill paseing tliis weake. I pray God effect 
that mighty worke. My cosen Wigmore was with me yesterday. 
He tells me your father was very well, but full of huisnes, and that 
he was 3 times to see him at his loudging, but found liim not at 
home. He tells me you are very much growne, which I ain very 
glad to heare. When he toold me lie neuer spake with your father 
at his loudging, I thought what I had hard was not true. I thanke 
God I haue found meself much better of late then I haue bine tliis 
yeare and lialle, hut not so well as I was before tliat time ; and I 
thinke if your father and you weare with me, I should, I thinke, be 
better, M' Ballam is goon to Oxford, and I know not what to doo 
by your brothers. I thanke God, they and your sisters are Tery 
well. 

I haue sent your father by this carrier a bos, in which is 6 pise, 
M" Osbersons pise. I hope he will like them, but I feare theare 
is too much spice in them. In that box, and another iittell box, I 
haue sent your father some biskets ; theare are 23 — 6 of them are 
for your self; the meath was mistaken ; it was that which was of 
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the combs ; thearefore if your father doo not like it, he may have 
other sent vp, which is better. 

I haue not hard a great while from my sister Wacke and my 
brother Conway. I desire to heare what your father has doun with 
Mr. Gwine. I pray God biles you and keepe your hart cloos to 
Him, so that you may experimentally know the ways of God to be 
the beest and pleasants way. So I rest, 

Your most affcctionat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

I desire to knowe how your littell man pleasess you. 
Jtdy 2, 1641. BromUm Ccuttett, 



CXXVll. 

For my deare sonne M' Edward Harley, at S' Robert Harley, loudging at 
M' Gay his howes, Woolstaple, in Wesmester. 

Deare Ned — Let theas lines tell you I am glad of all opertunitys 
by which you may be ashured my thoughts are with you. I hope it 
will not be longe before I haue the comfort of seeing your father and 
you, tho when I consider the biusness the parlament is in hand 
with, I then feare it will be longe, I pray God blless you, and giue 
you such a true knowledg of the thinges heare below, tliat you may 
know them to be but transetory. Your brothers and sisters are well, 
and I pray God keepe you so. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

July 3, 1641. Brompton Castell. 

Finer forgot to seet doune Edward Dallys rent in the rent rolle, 
thearfore he has now sent it : for the rest of the tenants of Kings- 
land, he says he can make no rent role. Giue this note to your 
father. 
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CXXVIII. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

Deare Ned — I thanke for your letter : it was loaded with good 
newes ; so that I may well say it did much cheere me. Your letters 
are great comforts to me ; and tho I want my owne health, yet that 
your father and you are well makes vp much of mine. 

I desire to giue our gratious God the glory of thos great things 
that has bine doun in the parlament ; that the king has past the 3 
bills, in which the high commistion goos downe; and that they 
haue proseedcd so fare against the bischops. The Lord our God, 
who can doo great things, I hope will perfect that greate worke. I 
thanke you for the acts of parlament, and for doctor Dowing 
booke. I did hope you would haue sent me word this weake when 
your father had meent to haue come downe, which I longe to heare, 
and more to see. Your brothers and cosen Smith went on munday 
last to Wallcot, and so on wensday to Clanuer, wheare they haue a 
very good chamber, and I hope they will do uery well theare. I 
thanke God I am reasnabell well, and I roos souner this time out of 
beed then I vse to doo. Doctor Wright came to see me, and it feell 
out to be when I keepe my beed. He perswad me to rise, and gaue 
me some cordiall ; but that night I was something ill, but the next 
day I was well ; and I thanke God this day I have bine out of the 
gate, but no further ; and sence it pleased God I was so well aflter 
riseing, and that it feell out accedcntally that doctor Wright came to 
me, I haue entreated him to be with me the next time I am ill ; 
hopeing by Gods mercy to gaine some more liberty out of my beed, 
which I tliinke the keeping of it dous me much hurt. I promis 
meself your prayers. I am glad you haue toold Mr. Gwine, and I 
thinke it strange that his father has such an estat and will asshure so 
littell of it in his elldest sonne. I pray God biles you, as I desire my 
owne soule should be bllesed. 

Your most afiectinat mother, Bkilliana Hakley. 

July 16, 1641. Bromton CasteU. 
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Deare Ned — I ttianke you for your letter, which I receued tlie last 
weake by one of your fathers aoulders, and for this weakes letter by 
the carrier ; it is my groat comfort that your father and you are well. 
I hope the same comfbrtabell band of Pi-ouidence will still keepe you 
in all safety; and deare Ned, be carefull of yourself that yon doo not 
ouer heate your selfe, nor to goo into any infected places, and the 
Lord in mercy preaarue you. I did ho])e to Iiauc seene you and 
your father shortly, but now I beare theare is littell hope of the 
aguming of the parlanient I could wisch and desire, il' it be bo, 
that your fiither would askc leaae to come into the cuntiy for a littell 
time. 1 thinke it would doo yon and your father much good. I 
much reioyce that theare is hope of pasing the bill against bischops ; 
the Lord say Amen to it ; we doo not deaarue to see such a mcrej ; 
but our God, I hope, will worke for His owne name sake. 1 hope the 
quene will stay her joumy. I forgot to rwit you word that M'' 
Husbands is maried, and a most abundant loueing cuppell they say 
tliey are; and old M" Hubbins is goone to liue with her daughter. 
M' Gower is goen into ScLescheero to his sister M" Bursell, whoo 
has beuried her husband. I thinke M'' Gwine no wis man, that 
would not haue bine glad, with all his heart, to haue gtuen any 
condistions to haue maried his sonne into such a famely and to such 
a wife. 

M' Ballam is returned from Oxford, but says he fearea he shall 
not haue his health to teach scoule, thearefore ho would only stay 
tell your father bo prouided of a good one. Your brothers are very 
well at Claimer, and 1 think they will leame better tlieare than at 
home ; but as your father pleases, so I shall be content Your sisters 
are very well : I thanke God I haue this weake goon a littell a 
broode, and I purpos, if pleas God I am any ihinge well, and the 
weather dry, to goo to chnich on snboth <b>y next I pray God in 
mercy, if it be His holy will, make me partaker of thos sweet preue- 
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leges of His publick ordinancess. I pray God biles you and keepe 
your hart aboue all the thiiiges of this life, and I pray God giue you 
comfortabell meeting with 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

July 23, 1641. Bromton Ccuttell, 

I beleeue you hcare that M*" Griffitt is a maryed man. I thanke 
you for the kings manifest. 



cxxx. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley, at S' Robert Harley 

his Loudging in Wesmester. 

Deare Ned — I heare M*" Moore is come downe. I long to heare 
from him, how your father and you doo. I pray God I may heare 
well of you, and that I may see your father and you with comfort. 
If the howes will site still, yet I hope your father will come down for 
a littell time. I thanke God I was yesterday at chruch, in the 
morning, but the affternoune was so weet I durst not goo, and I 
thanke God I finde myselfe reasnabell well to day. Your brothers 
are well at Clanuer, and your sisters are well. I pray God biles 
you, as I desire my owne soule should be bllesed. So I rest, 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

July 26, 1641. Bromton CasteU. 

When you see my brother, tell him I present my saruis to him. 

CXXXL 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

Deare Ned — I thanke you for your double letter, which was very 
Wellcome to mee. It is Gods great mercy, for which I desire to be 
thankfuU, that your father and you enioye your health. I am sorry 
that there is no lioi)e of an aorgment of the pai'lament, for then I 
fcare your father will not come into the cuntrey, where I longe to 
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see yon and him. M'' More cam to aee mee vpon tnsday last. Hee 
tells me that your father and you are very well : it gaue mee much 
content to spake with so good a frind, that could icll me how your 
fatlicr and you are, Hee telle mee the queene has stayd hir iomey. 
I pray God prosper the affaires iii the parlainent, and the Lord glu a 
good isue to the bill of the bishops. 1 was very glad to reciue a 
letter from my brother. I tliinke to send for your brothers Lome 
vpon tusday next, and M"" Ballam shall teach them tell your father 
can get a good on. I haue keept my bed sence thursday last. I 
pray God bring mee well out of it. I thanke God your brothers 
and sisters arc well. 1 pray God blese you and giue mee a hapy 
seeing of you. So I rest, 

Yom- most aftectionnat motlier, Brilliana Haklet.* 

Jidy 31, 1641. Bromtnn Caslell. 



Fur my deare Minne Mr. Edwnrtl Harley, in Westmeater. 
Deare Ned — This weake I haue receued three letters from you, 
which made tlie weacke more cheerfull. Sanchky came to Bromton 
on tusday moming, and this day tlie boy Rise brought me your 
letter. I take it as a great mercy that you haue your healtli, which 
I hope the Lord will continue to yon, that though I waiite mine, 
yet I may haue the comfort that you ininy yours. I am sorry theare 
is any differance betwne the tow howcsess. I beceach the God of 
peace to pi-esarfe peace betwne them. I am very sorry that the 
aikness and small pox dous so increes, and I hope you will be willing 
to come into the cuntry, senco your stay in Loundoun may bo of 
sueli danger to you, I can not blame you to be vnwilling to leaue 
so deare a father ; yet remember, you come to a mother that louea 
you. I beceach tlie Lord tu pi-esarfe you from all ini'extions, and to 
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bring you with much safety into the cuntrj ; and tlie Lord I trust 
will be your keeper in all placess. Deare Ned, if you come downe, 
be very carcfuU tliat you doo not ride to hard ; for it is very dan- 
gerous to doo BO this hole weather, for feare you should ouer heate 
your blood. The diet waa so bade, as Mrs. Wallcote told me, at 
Clanuer, tor your brothers, tliat I sent for them home on thursday 
last. I feare it has douii your brother Tome some liiui;. He dous 
not looke well, and his stomake is goon. They did eate nothing bnt 
salt meale. Mrs. WiUlcot has taken home her sonnes. I am in 
greate trubell to geet on to tijacJi them ; but as yet I can heare of 
none. Mr, Ballam haa not his health, and is resoulued to goo to 
O-idord. 

This time that 1 keepe my beed I was so ill, that I was con- 
strained to send for doctor Wright; it was an inclination to tlie stone. 
I thanke God, I am now indifferent well, and abell to goo ont of my 
chamber. My deare Ned, the Lord in mercy biles yon and gine 
you a happy and comfortabell meeting with, 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harlet. 

Aagi! 7, 1641. BromtoH CasleU. 

CXXXIII, 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Hnrlcy. 

Deare Ned — I knwe not of this bearers gooing to Loundoun tell 

it was very late, thearefore, in short, let theaso tell you, I longe to 

see you and your father. I beceacli tlie Lord to keepe you in all 

safety, and giue yon a happy meetiTig with 

Yom" most aScctiniit mother, Brili.iana Haklet. 

Aagi: 9, 1(J41. Bromlon CasteU. 



1 



CXXXIV. 

To her son Edward, 



My deare Ned — You cannot tell with what joye I rwite tbeas 
hnes, in that hope to see you, though it should be but for a littell 
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time. I hope, viider Gods holy protection, you will have a safe 
journey downe, and that you will be at Brompton on wensday or 
thursday. Deare Ned, to see you will much reuiue mo in the 
midst of many sad thoughts. It has very much trubelled me to see 
the affections of tliis cunlry bo against your father that is worth 
thousands of them : and he has deaaj-ued so well of them : but you 
are in the right It is for Gods cans, and then it is an honnor to 
suffer; "••••• to trubell me, • • " " • since I couseane 
true patience has lone Joyned with it, to the persons that doo one 
rang, yet I thinke as the case stands thus, I shall not be very glad to 
see any of tliem. Doctor Wright came to see me on Saturday last. 
They hate him as much as any ; and if Petter doo but goo into 
Heareford, they call him fresch roundhead. They hauo hated 
doctor Wright ever scnce ho stood for you; and I haue bine toold 
by some that has bine by, that if any spooke against your father, he 
would tell them he could not indure it; that now they durst not 
speako before him. He toold me that Mr. Dewe did defend your 
&ther very much, and that he loiied him for that, though he did not 
before. I had not seen him in a great while before. He is resolucd 
to giue nothing, but he dous not knowe how it will goo with him, 

I hopo the horsess will come well to you. Your nag I haue giuen 
order should be leed, and the yoimge gclduigc; but, deare Ned, I 
pray you doo not ride vpon gray-ahephard, for he has tlirowne 
Samuele twis very desperately. I ]xo\.)e you will bo careftill of your- 
self, and not ride too hard in the hcate of the day. I haue not toold 
any body that you are comeing downe. I pray God biles you, and 
j^ue you a most comfortabell meeting with, 

Your most affectionate mother, Bbilliana Harlev. 

I pray you aake Anthony • • • • • wliat Mr. ITauur proclaimed 
in Sliobden chruch. I haue scribbled this letter. I was at the dutys 
of this day at the fast, so that it is late. When Dr. Wright went 
away he prayed me to remember his saruis to you. I haue given 

CAMD. soc. V 
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Colbome 5L I pray you let somebody bye a littell barrel of 
anchouies, becaus you loue them, and a bottell of salad oyla 

(No date, J 



cxxxv. 

For mj deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I rwite to you yesterday, and doo it as willingly 
this day. The last night Bagly came home ; you will beleeue I had 
longed for your fathers letters before they came. I now desire to 
heare of your safe comeing to Loundoun. I hope my lord was not 
goone before you came, and I hope you will make acquaintance with 
S*" Jhon Conyars, whoo loue, first for my sake, and then for his owne. 

My deare Ned, the Lord of heauen biles you and presarue you 
from all euill. 

Your cozen Comewell dous not remember her loue to you. Put 
your father in mind to be carefuU of himself: so I rest, 

Your most afFectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Your 2 boxes are not sent vp this weake ; becaus I sent your 
father a desell of Meath, and they could not carry them ; but the 
next weake, and pleas God, I will send them. 

Pheb: 5, 1641. 

CXXXVI. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I did the last night, with much contentment, re- 
ceaue your letter by Jhon Coolborn. I take it for a greate bllesing 
that you came so well to Loundoun, and that you meet with so good 
newcs theai'e, as that the bischops are voted in both howes to lous 
theaire vots theare. I hope the Lord will perfect His owne glorious 
worke. You know how your fathers biusnes is neglected; 
and, alas! it is not speaking will same tume, wheare theare 
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ia not abilltise to doo other ways ; tliearcfore I could wisch, 
that your father had one of more vnderstandJng to intrust, to looke 
to, if liis rents are not payed, and I thinke it will be so. I could 
desire, if your father thought well of it, that M' Tomas Moore 
weare imtrusted with it ; he knowes your fathers estate, and is an. 
honueat man, and not giuen to greate expences, and thearefore I 
thinke he would goo the most frueguaJly way. 1 knowe it would be 
BOmo charges to haue him and his wife in the howes ; but I thinke it 
would quite tlie cliargeaa, I should be loth to haue a stranger, 
nowe your father is away. Deare Ned, tell your father what I haue 
rwiten to you, and I pray God dei-pct him in his resolutions; add 
what he resoulues of, I shall he contonefl with; so doo not forget to 
tell your father. I did not rwite him word of it, becaua 1 would 
not make my letter ao longe to him, and I am not very well at this 
time ; being ill, as I vse to be. I haue, by this carrier, sent vp your 
rwiteing boox, and your boox of bookes. I pray God hUes you, 
and beleeue you are most deare to. 

Your most affecUnat mother, Brilliana Haklev, 

I thanke God my coold is goone. 

Pkrb: 1 1 , 1 64 1 . Br;mUm Caslele. 






e Mr. Edward Hurluj. 



Deare Ned — The last m'ght, as I wont to super I reeeued your 
lotter, sent by the Shwsbury post, and you may beleeue niee, it 
made meo eat my super with a better stomake then any sausc could 
haue done. I doe much rocoigc in the kings answer to thci pctcion 
of both houses, and that my hrotlier was one of the sixe and throetie 
lords that voted against the bishopes. I haue sent vp too your 
father, in youre boxe of books, 2 paire of riding stockings, and I 
haue sent by this carry, a boxe of pi^s for my brother and 2 chees 
fore him. I pray you, if hec bee not gone, doe you take car to haue 
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them sent to my lords from me ; and I haue sent your father 
2 boxes of biskates. I pray God bles you : be carfull of yourselfe, 
and let mee heare from you as often as you can, for it is a greate 
comfrot to. 

Your most afFectionat mother, Brilliana Harley.* 

Brampton Castel, Pheh: 11, 1641. 

I am not well, as I writ to you last night, therefore I haue made 
vse of anothers pen. 



CXXXVIII. 

For mj deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej. 

My deare Ned — I send theas by the post of Hariford, becaus I 
desire your fathers ansure aboute the seeting of his grounds at 
Kingsland, becaus the yeare is so fare past, thearefore, I pray you, 
put your father in minde to rwite aboute it, for if his land be not 
seet, it will be greate loos to him. 

I mise you very much ; and deare Ned, sometimes thinke of me, 
tho you cannot mise me. Your brother Robine seemes to be ex- 
tremely discontented, I wisch your father would rwite to him, to 
take his minde of it. Your frind, my cosen Cornewell, is no 
changeling. I thanke God, my coold is goone, and I am now abell 
to goo out of my chamber againe ; but this was the first day. I 
much desire to heare what is become of our Harifordsheare petetion 
for bischops ; but I more longe to heare the kings ansure to the 
petetion to take away the bis: vots in parlament 

In Hariford, they haue turned the tabell in the cathedroll, and 
taken away the cops and bassons and all such things. I hope they 
begine to see that the Lord is about to purg His church of all such 

* The signature of this letter is alone in the handwriting of the Lady 
Brilliana. 
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inaencions of men. Deare Ned, be carefiill of your SBlf, and I 
beceach tfae Lord of lieaoeD to biles you, and ketipc jou, as I desire 
my owne hart should be keepe. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Pkfb: IT, 1641. Bromjttm Coitdl. 



For uiy dears sonne Mj. Edtrard Ilsrlej. 

My deare Ned — You desamo many thankes for your letters to me 
this weeke, which was exceeding wellcomo to me, both for the good 
newes tliey contained, and becaus they came from you, whoo I mise ; 
for I may booldly say, I haue not biae very merry sence you went. 
To me, theaa mercys of God are such, as may make our harts stand 
amased at the goodncs of our God, and tliey ar^ strong bands to tye 
vs in obedience to our God ; for howe can we sinn against so 
gracious, so mercifull a God, whoo is thus pleased to put forth His 
wisdome and power, for the healp of Hia poore chillderen. 

I am exceeding glad that S'' Jlion Conyars ia Icftenant of the" 
tower. I hope you are acquainted with him, and I hope you haue 
deleuered my letter to my brother. They are now aboute a petecion 
to the parlament, which I hope will be ready to send vp the next 
weake. My deare Ned, the Lord of heauen bllea you and presarue 
yon from all euill. Put your father in minde to bo carefull of him- 
self; and f desire to know wheather he likes the meath, and 
wheather my brother had the pyes I sent him. We heare of letters 
that wearo intersepted from my lord Digbe. I desire to know 
wheather theare was any such thing or no. My deare Ned, still 
beleeue I am beest please-i, when I can exprea meself to be. 

Your most affectioat mother, Bbilliana Ua&ley. 

PAeb: 19, 1641. Brampton CmUU. 
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CXL. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej. 

My deare Ned — I can not lette the carrier goo without rwiteing to 
you, tho I rwite yesterday by the post of Heariford ; for could I 
heare from you and send to you every day, I should be glad. 

By the carrier I haue sent a box in which is a cake and 2 schees 
with the box ; they are directed to you. I pray you scrape out the 
derection to you, and rwite vpon them for my lady Conyars, and let 
me put you in trust, to send the cake and schees to her from me, 
without your father contradict ; for I pray you tell your father of it. 
I purpos to rwit to my Lady Conyars by my cosen Dauis, whoo 
says he will goo on munday. Mun cries out to be goon, because of 
his carage. I pray God biles you ; so I rest. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

JWar;6, 1641. 

CXLI. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I all ways longe to heare from you, but this weakes 
inteligence in the cuntry made me more emest to heare, and theare- 
fore, I with much joy receued your letter last night by the carryer : 
that your father and selfe inioye your health is much comfort to me ; 
and, deare Ned, be carefuU of yourself for my sake. 

Many feares did aris in the cuntry, because the kinge gaue such a 
refusall to the requeste of both howes, but I hope the Lord will be 
gratious to this poore land ; it was a most remarqabell thinge that 
shpe was cast away, in which thos fopperis weare. I wisch they 
may have eyes to see Gods hand. 

I haue no desire at all, that a stranger should come to looke to 
your fathers biusness. Now your father is away, you know that I 
have no body I can speake to ; and if Finer goo away, whoo I dare 
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trust with any tbiiige, and whoo I know loues your fatlier and me, 
I sliould mucli want him ; thearefore I desire not to haue any other, 
that must so wholy put Finer away. I should haue hine glad to 
hauc had M' Mooro, the time your father was away. 1 am very glad 
you like your cosen Conway so well. Your cosen Smith is ill, which 
has something trubeled me ; it is not an ordinary ague he has ; he is 
now in hia fitt. I tliiuke doctor Wright will be with him this day. 

I rwite by tlie post, becaus there is a ntRn that would lay out a 
lOOOi. on something for Hues, and he desire a speady ansure. 

I was ill ailiter 1 rmte last to you, as I vao to be, so that I can not 
yet make tlie pyos for your father, I pray God biles you, as I desire 
the Goule should be bUes of 

Your most ufFectinat mother, Brilliana Haeley. 

»far: 12, 1641. 



For my deure souiie Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I did thinke to haue made HidJ stay tell munday, 
that so I might haue had so much time more to hauc rwite to you 
in ; but Finer sends vp 201. to venture in the Iriscb wars, and theare- 
for they desire he might goo with the carryer. I hope things goo 
one well in the parlament, and that the discontent with the Loun> 
doners is not ao much as it is said to be in the cuntry. I am exceed- 
ing glad that the affaires goo so well in Ireland. They are about a 
petecion, hut they can not so well agree aboute it, and thearefore I 
know not when it will be ready. 

I will, if pleas God, make the pys your father sends for. I wisch 
your father would bye a cooch and haue cooch horsosa ; I should 
hope to be abell to lake the ayre sometimes. To-morrow theare is a 
sacrctnent, and I hope to be at it, thearefore I can say no mor at 
this time, becaus it ia late, 

Deare Ned, be carefidi of youraelf, and I beceach the Loi-d to 
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biles you and to fill you with gras, and give me a comfortabell see- 
ing of you. 

Your most aflectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

{No date.) 

Deare Ned, send me word wheather your father venturs any 
thinge in Irland, and wheather you thinke that it will be sure and 
profitabell aduenture into Irland, and wheather it may be doun with- 
out much truebelL 

CXLIII. 

For mj deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej. 

Deare Ned — I thanke you for your letter by HalL I did much 
long to receaue the declaration to the kinge. I thanke you for it ; 
I am sorry the kinge is pleased yet, not to conseaue anny better 
thoughts of this parlament The Lord be mercifiiU to this poore 
land, and to this cimtry wheare I ame ; for I thinke theare is not such 
another. I heare the justices haue sent vp theare ansure, why they 
would not take the protestation. S"^ William Crof gouems all of 
them. M"" Braughton tells me you had taken coold and weare not 
very well with it. I shall longe to heare how you doo. Deare Ned, 
be carefuU of yourselfe, and I pray God biles you and presarue 
you in health. I am very well content your father should take 
another, that his estate might be well looked to, but I desire Finer 
may stay to receaue the mony, and to lay it out I thanke God, 
your cosen Smith is much better. I will, if pleas God, prouid your 
linnes as soune as I can. I haue by this carrier sent your father 12 
pyes and a schees. M"^ Braghton brought me no letter from you, 
which made me sorry ; but more sorry that you weare not well. I 
hope shortly you will have the peticion for this county, but S"^ Wil- 
liam Croft disswaded it, as a thing vulawfull to petecion. So I rest, 
Your most aflFectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Mar: 19, 1641. 
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CXLIV. 

To her sonne Edward.* 



by your ****** by the keeper. I see thinges stand in a 
doutful maner, and our healp must be from our God, and I trust the 
Lord will presarue His poor childeren. I haue not bine well theas 
2 days, or elles I could rwite much more to you. M*" Smith toold 
what I rwit to you by M*" Braughton. I do not ****** your 
sister Brill ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»♦♦ journey ♦♦***. I hope M*" Moore 
will goo munday come sen-night, and M*" Yaets is resolued and pleas 
God to goo then ; and becaus of the fast of the next weake, I am de- 
sirous she shoude stay till that be past I pray God biles you, as I 
desire the soul should be bllesed of 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana IIarley. 

April 22, 1642. 

I haue made 2 shirts for you till I make more. I purpos to send 
them this weake. 

CXLV. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Barley, at Mr. Coolesbowcs, in Clianell Row. 

My deare Ned — I cannot let M*" Moore goo without a letter to 
jou, tho I rwite to you yesterday by the post of Ludlow. I am 
perswaded thinges are now come to theaire ripenes, and if God be 
not very mercyfiiU to vs, we shall be in a distressed condistion ; but 
the Lord has promised to heare His chillderen in the day of trubeU, 
and to deliuer them, which I am perswaded He will doo nowe. 

I longe euery day to heare from you ; I beceach the Lord to pre- 
sarue you ; and deare Ned, be carefull of yourselfe. I haue receued 
a box with macth and 2 bandeleres ; but the box was open, befor it 

* This letter is much injured by damp. 
CABID. 80C. X 
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came to me. 1 purpos, and pleas God, that your sister Brill shall 
begine her journey to Loundoun on munday comsenight, and Finer 
and Hackelet shall goo with her. M' Yeats, I beleeue, will goo 
with her ; your cosen Smith has not bine well, tho bis ague was 
goone, so that I was faine to send for doctor Wright for him. He 
came wlien the keeper brought your letter, which was on friday, so 
he meet your letter, for which he retumea many tliankes, and would 
not now rwite to you, hecaus he desires when he dous, to rwit abouta 
Potters biusness, wliich he will, when he has spoken with a lawer. 
He desires you would doo him the fauor to bye bim 2 muskets 
and rests and bandelicrs, and 15 or 16 pound of jwweder in a barell, 
and he desires you would send them by Lemster carrier, and so 
derected them to Brompton, and he will giue order to haue them 
sent to Ueariford, and will send yon what tbey cost. 

I am not yet very well, and yesterday I was something ill. I 
pray God biles you and presarue you in all safety ; so I rest. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Haklet. 

Apri: 23, 1G42; Brompton CasleU. 

Doctor Wright telles me that M'' Weafor is still siko, and for his 
part he would haue doun his vtmost, tliat you might haue had that 
place. 



For ra; dears Mooe Mr. Edirard Unrliij. 

My deare Ned — You cannot conceaue how wellconie your letters 
are to me ; yet beleeue I give you thankes for them. I receued one 
by the post and another by tbe carrier tliis weake. I see tlie dis- 
tance is still keepe hetwue the kinge and parlament. The Lord in 
mercy make them one, and in His good time incline the kinge to be 
fully assured in tbe faithful! counsell of the parlament Our God 
has doun greate thinges, and I hope He will still glorify Himselfe in 
exerciseing of His mercy to vs His [xjore saruants. And, my deare 
Ned, it is my greate comfort that you haue made your God your 
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confidence ; and this is most sure, He will neuer faile you. I purpos, 
and pleeas God, your sister Brill shall begine her journey to Loun- 
doun on munday next, and I hope shee will be abell to reache 
Wickam by wensday night ; wheare I hope shee shall meete you at 
the Catteme wheele ; shee much longes for this journey. Finer and 
Hackelet and Prichard goo vp with her, and M"^ Yeats and his 
wife. This night M*" Old tells me that M*" Nweport is maried; for 
my Lady Nweport sent to Shrewsbury to haue the bells rounge for 
it I wishee, and please God, I had the like ocation of reioyceing. 
Your cosen Smith is now welL Doctor Wright stayed with him 3 
or 4 dayes, and gaue him somethinge, which has doun him much 
good. 

I was ill when docter Wright was with your cosen Smith, and so 
I haue bine sence he went ; but I haue taken nothing of him sence 
you went. 

Deare Ned, be careful of yourselfe, and I beceach the Lord in 
much mercy to biles you ^hith all His bllessings, and I wisch 
you much ioye in your nwe lodging in Lincons Ine. I beleeue your 
father misess you, and I am sure I doo. I pray you send me word 
how you like your commons ; so I rest, 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Apr: 29, 1642, Brampton CastelL 

M"^ Gower is very well pleased that he is chosen on of the 
ministers. 

CXLVII. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej. 

My deare Ned — But that 1 loue to say something to you my selfe, 
I might thinke this letter might be spared, sence your sister is the 
bearer of it, whoo can tell you how how all dous at Brompton ; but, 
becaus shee cannot giue me the content by her discours with you, 
as if I did so, I am glad to take this way of discours ; for I exceed- 
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ingly long to see you, and I hope God will, in His good time, giue 
me that comfort I haue sent you 2 shirts by your sister and haue 
sent for cloth to make you 4 more, which shall be sent you, as 
soune as I can, if pleas God. 

I hope theas will meete you at Wickam, wheare I know and at 
Loundon, you will be very carefiiU of your sister ; shee is yonge, 
thearefore, deare Ned, obsarue her carage, and let not your counsell 
be wanting to her, and I hope shee will have so much wisdome to 
take it. I am toold that S"" Wilham Croft shall be burges if M*" 
Weafer dye, whoo they say is very sike. I cannot but let you 
know what hapned the other day, which may shame all the rest 
that haue si)oken ill of your dear father. I was toold, that on M"^ Fox 
spake ill of your father, which he hard of, and came to me to excuse 
himself, with many protestations, that he neuer did so, and how 
ready he would be to doo your father saruis : he is M*" Foxes sone, 
that is at Creete ; your sister Brill can tell you all the story of it. 
Let your father know of it I pray God biles you with all the grases 
of His spirit. So I rest, 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Apr: 30, 1G42. Brompton Castell, 

(hi the back of the letter are the follovnng ark/imetical processes. 
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CXLVIII. 
To her sonne Edward. 

My deare Ned — I beleeue some buisines hindered your rwiting 
this weake or ells I should haue promised myself a letter from you ; 
for you know how much I loue to have a letter from you. I should 
wisch you would begine a letter on monday and take the whoole 
weake to rwite it in, that so I might know from you how thinges 
goo, and how your sister Brill pleases my lady Veare. I feare 
theare will be blowes struck. I pray God prepare vs for thos times. 

Deare Ned, tell your father that the plumer of Woster is now 
casting the leads ; the timber was very rotten ; he seems to be an 
honest man. I wisched you with me to day, to see him cast it. I 
thanke God your brothers and sisters are well. I pray God biles 
you, and giue you a comfortabell meeting with 

Your most afFectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

I hope you doo not forget to spend some time to leame French. 
I pray you send me word wheather you doo. I hope you haue 
reseaued the letter I sent by M*" Moore. 

CNo date,) 

CXLIX. 
For my deare soone Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — Your letter by the post and by the carrier are 
both very wellcome to me ; for besides the knowledge you giue me 
of the publicke affaires, the assurance of your health is very deare to 
me. We all are ingaged deepely to pray emestly to our God, that 
He will giue both wisdome and corage to the parlament, and I hope 
the Lord will so giude them that the mouths of thos that would speake 
euill of them shall be stoped. I thanke you for desireing me not to 
beleeue rumors. I doo not; becaus I assure meself I shall heare the 
truth of thinges from your penn. It is the Lords greate worke, that 
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is now a frameing, and I am confident, it will be finisched with 
much beauty, so that the very enimyes shall be enforsed to ac- 
knowledg it has bine the Lord that has rought for His cans and 
chillderen ; against home they will finde that theare is no deuination 
nor inchantment. 

We hard that the Kenttiche peticion was brought by 3000 men, 
and that 3000 Loimdoners meete them vpon Blacke Heath and 
theare fought, and many weare killed. And now we heare that S*" 
Francis Wortly drwe his sword and asked whoo was for the king, 
and so 18 foolowed him. I thinke this later may be true ; but for 
the fight vpon Black Heath, I know it is not true. 

I am glad our Heariford peticion is come to Loundoun, and I 
hope deliuered before this : your sister, I hope, meet you at Wick- 
cam on wensday last Deare Ned, send me word how my ladey 
Veere vsess her, and how shee carriers herself. 

I pray God biles you with a large measure of gras and with all 
the comforts of this life. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

May 6, 1642. 



CL, 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — Tho my letter can bring you no other inteligence 
then of the deere affection of a mother that loues you dearely, yet I 
will beleeue it shall haue a wellcome. By this time, I thinke your 
sister has lefte wondering at Loundoun. I long to heare how she 
dous : deare Ned, put her in minde to be carefuU of herselfe. 

M"^ Gower is very well pleased that he is chosen.. I pray God 
derect them all, that theare may be a full reformation. I purpos, 
and pleas God, to send you 4 more shirts as soune as I can. I 
haue taken on to waite vpon yoiur cosen Smith and your brothers. 
It is on that came out of Schescheere ; he horded at M" Pirsens ; his 
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name is Raphe ; he dous it for his diet without wages, and yet he 
dous it very well ; he is a very honnest man ; I beleeue you remember 
him. I pray you tell your father of it ; they did much wante one 
to looke to them. Your sister Doll has not bine very well, and shee 
lookes very lamentabell. Deare Ned, I longe to see you, and I pray 
God giue me a comfortabell inioying of that comfort 

I pray God biles you, as I desire the soule should bee bllesed of 
Your most afiTectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

They haue so mocked at our Hearifordsheere petion, that I long 
to heare what they say to it at Loundoun. 
May 7, 1642. Brompton Castell, 



CLT. 

For mj deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej. 

My deare Ned — M' Voile is in hast, so that I haue only time to 
let you know you are much in my thoughts ; and as I think of you, 
so I much longe to see you. I pray God derect the parlament, and 
the Lord of heauen biles you : so I rest. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

May 7, 1642. 

CLIL 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I doo so much desire to see you, that I take 
offten rwiteing to you, in the place of it, tell I can see you. Finer 
says littell, which makes me thinke that your father said some thing 
to him. I pray you send me word wheather your father will take 
another or no : and, deare Ned, aske Mr. Smith whoo toold him 
what he toold Mr. Braughton. I desire much to knowe whoo it was. 
I hope something will be doun to docter Rogers. 

I haue sent you, by the carrier, 8 botteles of cider in a box 
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derected to you, and a runlet of sider to your father. I pray you 
send me on of your scokes, to make you nwe onse by. Your shirts 
you shall haue shortly, if pleas God. I desire to heare how S*" Jhon 
Conyars comes off for Onells escape. 

I pray God biles you and keepe you in His feare, and giue you 
comfortabell seeing of 

Your most affectinat motlier, Brilliana Harley. 

(No date.) 

CLIII. 
For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I am glad your sister Brill has the joy of seeing 
you, tho I can not : but I hope God will againe giue me that com- 
fort Your sister Brill did looke much paler ; I thinke, by resen of 
her emest desire to goo vp to Loundoun. I much desire to knowe 
how my lady Veere likes her. I thanke you for your letter by 
Finer ; it was wellcome ; but I had no letter from you by the carrier 
or post : but your father rwiteing to me by the post, and letting me 
knowe you weare to see the soulders on tuesday last, I tooke it, that 
that liindered you. 

Deare Ned, I sent you a letter to your father from M"" Gower ; 
I hope you receued it ; and I hope it will be thought fitt that the 
publischers of such ventings of such matter as the enclosed sermon 
was, will be thought fite to be sencured ; and I thinke if M"" Schir- 
bere be reproufeil, it would be very well. I pray God biles you, 
and giue you a comfortabell meeting with 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Deare Ned, send me word how S"" Jhon Convars ansured Oneles 
gooiiig out of the Tower. 

May 13, 1642. Bramptom Casieil. 
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CLIV. 
For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned, — A short letter tvill sarue to let you know how 
Harifordsheare stands, when Mr. Braiighton is the bearer of it: 
thearefore I will say nothing of what is doun abroode, only tell you 
of your frindes at Brompton, wheare I longe to see you 

This day I hard out of Linconscheere : I thank God they are all 
well : but I see my brother Pclham is not of my minde. I thinke 
now, my deare sister was taken away that shee might not see that 
which would haue grefed her harte. 

S' William Pelham rwites me word he has giuen vp liis liftenatcy 
and his gooing to Yorke, to the king ; being his saruant, as he rwites 
me word, and so bound by his oth. 

Deare Ned, send me word wheather your sister lookes as pale as 
shee did. I haue not bine well theas 3 dayes, but it is as I vse to 
be. Your sister Dorrity has bine exceeding ill : shee fell ill about 
10 days sence. I was very unwilling to send for any docter, tell 
shee grwe very ill, and so ill, that I much feared her ; and I sent for 
docter Wright, whoo went away this morning. I hope now shee 
will recoruer, tho I still fcare her : shee lookes most lamentabell, and 
is growne weake ; but I hope God will be mercifull to her. 

I hope to send you your shirts shortly. I pray God biles you and 
presarue you in all safety : and deare Ned, let me lieare the truth 
of thinges, tho it be bade. We heare that the kinge will sommon 
all that will be for him, to come to him. 

I pray God compos thinges to His glory and His chruches 
advantage. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

I haue receued doctor Wrights armes you sent downe. 
A% 17, 1642. Brompton Castell. 

CAMD. SOC. Y 
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CLV. 

For my deare sonne IMr. Edward Harley, theas Loundoun. 

My deare Ned — The ocation of this letter is to let you knowe that 
Mr. Weafer is dead. Doctor Wright has exprest a very greate 
deale of frindeshipe to you in this biusnes, more then this short time 
will let me tell you. This momig doctor Wright came to me pre- 
sently affter 7 a cloke ; he thinkes that if your father can make Mr. 
Seaborne ferme to him, and gaine Mr. Ellton to preueale with yonge 
Mr. Weafer, that you will haue it I will, in the meane time, rwite 
to Mr. Ellton, and doctor Wright will carry the letter to him. But 
this is the question, that you must be a burges of theare towne, 
which I bide Mr. Davis tell them you would : but it seemes he did 
not so cleerely ; for that was one reson that made doctor Wright 
come to me, to let me knowe, that if you weare not burges, you 
could not be one. Doctor Wright is so emest that you should 
haue this, that he perswaded me to send to your father, that nothing 
might be left vndone. If your father be displeased that I send so to 
him, you must healp to make my excusa If please God, I should 
be very glad you might be in this imployment The Lord prosper 
our indeuors and biles you. In great hast. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Samuell promises me to be with you on saterday . . I pray you 
rwit doctor Wright thankes, and pray your father to doo so. I did 
not tell now thinke he had borne so much good will to Brompton, 
as I see he dous. 

May 19, 1642. 

Deare Ned, put your father in minde, if he thinkes best to doo so, 
to rwite to S*" William Croft for his healpe. 



IC4I!.] 



LAUV HKILLIANA UAULKY. 



For my deiire ai 



e Mr. Edwur.l Hurley. 



My tleare Nttl — I tbanke you for yonr letter this wcako by the 
carrier, and for your protnis of ooe by tho post ; but I recmicd none 
by hira. I beleeue you woare liiudred froui rwiteinff. Saiiiucll, I 
hope, camo to you on saterday. I was vnwilljjig to leaue any tliinge 
vndone that might liirtliL-r your being chosen for the parlamcnt ; in 
which, if it he tlie Lords will, I should be very gliid you might acta 
your first saruia for Uie common well th. To tell you now what has 
bine donn ; I must first let you know that doctor Wright is very 
emeat in it ; as soun as Jr Weafer was dead, he sent hia man to let 
me know so ; and when I rwite him word that I desirerl he should 
try his frindes for you, he did so. When M"" Dauis came to towne, 
as M' Davis toold me, he found no incoragement ; but I had 
directed him to goo to doctor Wright, and he put liim in such a 
way, that he had good hopes of it. Doctor Wrights frinde, as M' 
Dauis foold me, wns very desirous to hnue you, and saide you 
must be ma<le free of theare towne, to which he would glue all his 
assistance. 

As I rwit yesterday to you, doctor Wright staid diner and tooke 
a letter from mo to my coaen Ellton, which he saide he would delever 
himself. It was his cotmsell to me In rwite to lum ; for his daugh- 
ter has married M"" Weafers sonne, and yonge Weatier has power 
ouer many voces. Doctor Wright perswaded me to nvite to my 
cosen Vahan, whoo has interest ui some of the alldcrmcu. I haue 
donn so; and if the meaenger returne to night, I will rwite you word, 
what hope tbearc is. M' Dauis spake of himself to S"" William 
Croft; he toold S"" William Croft that he, heareing in Ileariford of 
the death of M'' Weaffer, he desired his masters sonne might haue 
that place, and desired him that he would be pleased to giue his 
assistance to it. It was doctor Wright coimesele to Mr, Dauis. S' 
WilBnm Croft ansured, hee would not medel in it: he would Icane 
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all men to themselfes ; and such an ansure your sweet hart made M^ 
Dauis. Antony Child, whoo I sent to my cosen Vahan, brought me^ 
this inclosed leter ; by which you will see M*" Vahan is not come 
home. Childe tells me, they say at Heariford that S' William Croft 
or M*" Allderne shall be. Deare Ned, let you and me commite this to 
the wise directions of our God, and be well contented with the issue 
He shall pleas to giue. I pray God biles you. 

Your most afiectinat mother, Bhilliana Harley. 

May 20, 164*2 : Brompton, at night. 



CLVII. 

For my dearc sonne Mr. Edward Harley, thease Loundoun. 

My deare Ned — I hope you are well, though I had no letter from 
you by the post, and I shall longe tell I receaue the assurance of 
yours and your fathers being well. This day doctor Wright rwite 
me word, he made no question but that you would haue voices 
enowe in Heariford ; yesterday he spent in gaineing as many as he 
could ; this day he went to Leadbury with my letter to my cosen 
EUton. Doctor Wright rwite me word, that some of the alldermen 
toold him that it would be very well, if you did come downe, to be 2 
or 3 dayes in Heariford ; but that is as your father shall tliinke fite ; 
but if pleas God, that you be made free of theare towne, and to be so 
you must haue M' Seaborns assistance ; if he be constant to your 
father, it w ill I hope, doo well. I was very sorry that I had not an 
ansure from M*" Ellton before I rwite this letter. Doctor Wright 
rwit me word, he hears none spoken of to haue it besides you, but 
M*" Prise of Wistanstonc (M*" Prises father, that is of the par- 
lament), and M*" Hoskhis ; but they stir not yet I pray God biles 
you, and the Lord in mercy giue you suicli a large porcion of wis- 
dome, that you may be very abell to doo your cuntry saruis. I 
thanke God I am reasnabell well, and your brothers and sisters are 
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well ; only Doll is not well, and has bine very ill this night. Deare 
Ned, put your sister in minde to be carefull of her self. 

Your most afFectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

May 21, 1642: Brampton CasteU, 



CLVIII. 
To her son Edward. 

My deare Ned — I must tell you once againe, that I haue had no 
letter from you this weake, but Sankey rwites me word that you 
are well, and that makes me glad. I should haue bine very glad to 
haue receaued derections from your father, wheather I should doo 
any more in getting voices for you about Heariford. I haue spoken 
to many who haue promised me, and young M*" Weafcr, if hee doo 
not stand for it himself. 

If Mr. EUton is nowe in London, I pray you tell your father, that 
if it pleas him, he may speake to him. If you did rwite any letter 
by the post, he has played the naughty fellow, and then I pray you 
rwite no more by him. I pray God biles you, and giue you a most 
comfortabell meeting with 

Your most afFectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

May 27, 1642 : Bromptm Castell. 



CLIX. 
For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I did very much longe to heare from you, and I 
thanke God this night I receaued your letter by Samuell. I will 
doo no more in the biusness for Heariford, tell I see what my lord 
Scidmore sonn will doo. 

You arc much behoolding to doctor Wright, for he has stood very 
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i 

\ hard for you, tho some threaten hini much lor it, that they shall 

^ loose theare frindshp. If you have not this, I hope you shall haue 

( another. 

4 

j I pray God biles you : so in great hast, for it is very late, I rest, 

I Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

I May 28, 1642 : Brompton Castell 



I CLX. 

t For 111 J deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I am very sorry I haue had no letter from you 
this weake. Deare Ned, r^'ite to me, tho it be but 2 or 3 words. 
I sent to Heariford to let them know that I hard that my lord Scid- 
mors Sonne would stande for the burgesshp, and then I did not 
further desire it for you ; but gaue them many thankes for theare 
good will to you, and desired if my lords sonne did not stand, that 
then they would giue you theare vosies, which they then promised 
they would, and tooke my tliankcs very well. I pray God biles 
you and giue me a joyfuU seeing of you : so I rest. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

June 3, 1642. 



CLXI. 
For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — Now I thanke you for your letter by M"^ Braugh- 
ton, whoo brought it this day somethinge late, so that I am shortned 
in time to rwite to you. 

I tliinke we must all acknowledeg Gods greate mercy that the 
plot for the takeing of Hull was discouered. I pray God derect 
the parlement what they ought to doo, for they haue enimyes enough 
to looke with on euill eye at what theare actions. 
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At Loudlow they seet vp a May pole, ana a thinge like a head 
vi)on it, and so they did at Croft, and gathered a greate many about it, 
and shot at it in deristion of roundheads. At Loudlow they abused 
M*" Bauges sonne very much, and are so insolent that they durst not 
leaue theare howes to come to the fast 1 acknowledg I doo not 
tliinke mesclf safe wheare I am. I loos the comfort of vour fathers 
company, and am in but littell safety, but that my trust is in God ; 
and what is doun in your fathers estite pleasess him not, so that I 
wisch meselfe, with all my hart, at Loundouii, and then your father 
might be a wittnes of what is spent ; but if your father thinke it 
beest for me to be in the cuntry, I am every well pleased with what 
he shall thinke beest I haue sent you by this carryer, in a box, 3 
shirts ; theare is another, but it was not quite made ; on of them is 
not wasched ; I will, and pleas God, send you another the next 
weake, and some handchersher. I rwite yesterday to you by the 
post of Loudlow, how my thankes was taken at Heariford. 

I pray God biles you and keej)e you from sinn, and from all 
other euills, and giue you a joyfuU meeting with 

Your most affectinat mother, Bbilliana Harley. 

Your sister Doll is not well, shee has a great weakenes vpon her ; 
yet I thanke God this day shee is somethinge better than shee was. 

June 4, 1642 : Brompton CasteU, 



CLXII. 

To her son Edward Harlcj. 

My deare Ned — You haue now made amens for not rwiteing the 
last weake, becaus you haue rwite by the ix)st and promis me another 
letter by Hacklett, whoo I hope will be with me this night I longe 
to see her that shee may let me know how you doo, which I should be 
glad to be an eye witness of meselfe ; for beleue me I longe to see 
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you, and I wiach yoxt wei-c with nie to morrow on the faire day. I 
hope they will be quiet, tho 1 somethinge feare it. I am sorry you 
finde that paine in your head. I breach the Lord to free you from 
it, and to biles ths phisecke to you, which you liaue taken. I shall 
extremely longe to lieare how you are afl'ter it; and pray, deare Ned, 
send me word particularly liow you doo, or ellea I shall not haue much 
contentTuent. I pray God that it lie true, that the lords vdW return 
to parlament, which 1 thinks will much work ujjon others. Your 
brothers and sisters are well, only your sister Dorroty. I hope you 
take caro of your sister Brill, and pray let me pray you to send me 
word, how my lady Veare likes her. 

Mf Braughton is now come that he may keejM! the faire quiet, and 
M' Floyd has mustered vp his fors ; and then you must remember he 
Is a buissy man. My coscn Comewall is goone. I pray God biles 
you, as I desire my owns soule should be bllessed : and rest 

Your most aflectinat mother, Bhilliana Haiilp:t. 

Jtate 10, 1642. 



For iny Oeare sonne Mr. Edwurd Ilurlcv. 

My deare Neil — I thanke you for your letter by Hackelet; I 
much reioyce to heare you are well, and longe to see you. Your 
fatliers horses could not be sould at the faire, thearelbre I thinke 
and pleas God, to send them vp on munday or tusday, when I 
hoi>e to rwite to you more at large, for now I haue defered rwiteing 
tell it bo late, that I might let you know howe the faire went. I 
thanko Goil hcatherto it has past quietly, but I was somethinge 
afraide, becaus they are growne so insolent, 

I hope this night will be as quiet as the day has bine, I pray 
God biles your phiseke to you ; and, deare Ned, let me know 
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how you doo in euery iiarticular. I hope to send you your othe 
shirt by Martaioc, when lie bfinge3 vp the horaes, 

I pray God Mies you and kcepe you in all safety ; so 1 rest 
Your moat affectinat mother, Builliana Harley. 

I haue sent your fallier a box of Shrewsbury cakes. 

Just as I am rwiteing thoai'e h a quarell bej^onn. 



CLSIV. 
For my dearc Bonne Mr. Edward Ilsrley. 

My deare Ned — I thanke you for your letter by the carryer, 1 
hope your pliisek has doun you good, and I pray God it may. We 
must all ioyne our sorrows togeather that the kinge yet lioolds of. 
I dout not but that the Lord will perfect His gi-eat worke, lie lias 
begouR. 

I purpos, and pleas God. to send Martane with the horsess your 
father sent for, on munday next. I doutc not but that your father 
will giue to his vtmost for the raiseing theas hoors, and in my opinion 
it wcare better to borrow mony, if your father will giue any, then 
to giue his plate ; for we doo not know what straits we may be put 
to, and thearefoi-e I thiuko it is better to bonow whillst on may, and 
keepe the plate for a time of neede, without your father had so mncb 
plato, that he could paret with some, and keepe some to same him- 
selfo anotlier time. This I doo not say, that I am vnwilling to part 
with the plate or any thing oils in this case ; if your father cannot 
borrow mony, I tliinke I migljt finde out some In the cuntry to lend 
him some. Dears Ned, teU your father this, for 1 haue not rwite to 
him aboute it. I haue not bine very well this day, but it is as 1 vse 
to be, and I tlianke God so much better, as 1 keepe not my chamber. 
Tour sister Dorroty is much better then shee was, and I hojie shee 
will doo well, thougli I was much afraJde of her. 

I pray God biles you and giue you a comfortabell meeting with 
Your moat aO'ectinat mother, Beilliana Harley. 

Jane 17, 1642. Brnmpltm Cattell. 
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My deare Ned — If you beleaue how glad I am to liaiie this paper 
discours with you, yon will read it as willingly as I rwite it. Since 
your father thinkes Ilearefordsheare as safe as any other country, I 
will thinke so too ; but when I considered how long I had bine from 
him, and how tliis country was affected, my desire to see your father, 
and my care to be in a place of safety, made me ernestly desire to 
come vp to Loundoiui ; but since it is not your father's will, I will 
lay aside that desire. But, deare Ned, as you bane promised me, so 
lot me desire you to let me know how thinges goo. This night I 
hard that my lord Savile was dead. I desire to know wheather it 
he so or no ; and wheather my lord Paget be goon to York, I 
heare tliat on M' Mason carride a letter from the justices of tliia 
country to the king at York, to let liim know that they would sarue 
him with theare lives and estats. I thought it iiad bine with the 
l>etition they made for the bischops, but they say, it was with a. 
letter. When d' Wriglit was with M'' James, he toold me you 
had rwits to him about« Pettei-s bOl, and that it was well if some 
lords weare spoken to: he desu-ea me to make some means to 
s[)eake to my lord Brooke, which I promised him I would; theare- 
fore, good Ned, eathor sjieake yourselfe to my lord Brooke, or get 
somebody to sjteak to him, that when the bill cornea into the lords 
ho may further it This day Mr. Dams came from Heareford, 
wheare he went to preach, by the intreaty of some in the town, and 
this befell him : when he had ended Ins prayer before the sermon, 
which he was short in, bccaus he was loth to tire them, 2 men went 
out of the chruch and cryed " pray God biles the kmge ; this man 
doua not pray for the kinge ; " vpon winch, before he read his text, he 
toold them that m'"^" had that hberty, to pray before or after the 
sermon for the chruch and state ; for all that, tliey went to the 
bells and range, and a great many went into the cliriich-yard and 
cryed " roundheads," and some said, "let us cast stones at him I" 
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and he could not looke out of doors nor M*" Lane but they cryed 
" roundhead." In the afternon they would not let him preach ; so 
he went to the cathedral. Thos that had any goodness weare much 
trubelled and weepe much. 

Rr Yats dous much lament doctor Wrights being theare, and 
says, if he can preuaile with him, he will persuade him to goo to 
Slu*eawsbery ; which I should be very glad of, becaus he has gained 
him enemy s in standing to geet voices for you. You may see by 
this how wicked they are growne. I think it beest to let doctor 
Rogers alone till it pleas God to giue a fairer correspondency 
between the kinge and parlament, and then I wisch he may be 
soundly punished. 

I thanke God I have bine very well, and so well, that I am abell 
to goo abroode, when I am not well as I used to be. 

I haue sent you a shirt and hafc a dusen handcherchers and some 
powder for your hair. 

I haue rwitten so misrabell that I feare you will hardly reade it, 
but I hope, this will be leagabell to you, that I desire the Lord to 
biles you, as 1 desire my own soul should be bllesed : so I rest. 
Your most affectinat mother, Biulliana Harley. 

I hope I shall see you this summer ; I long for it I thanke God 
your brothers and sisters are well. Deare Ned, send me word 
wheather my cosen Dauis has lost Bucknell or no ; he says he has 
not, and M"" Edwards says he has. 

June 20, 1642. Brompton, 



CLXVI. 
For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Ilarlej. 

My deare Ned — Your two letters this weake weare exceeding 
Wellcome to me. I thanke God, that you finde yourselfe better 
affter your pihiseke. Deare Ned, for my sake take care of your . 



172 LETTERS OF THE [1642. 

I am very glad to heare that your sister has so much fauor from 
my lady Veere. I had no letter from your sister tliis weake. I 
hope the horsess are come well to your father : and by this carrier 
I purpos, and pleas God, to send the 2 pistoUs you rwite me word 
your father would haue, and the gillt i)late which he has sent for. 
I am exceeding glad to heare that my lord of Sallsbery and my 
lord of Clare is come to the parlement It is a greate comfort to me 
to see you fixe your thoughts in theas times vpon your God. Your 
brother Tom has bine extreme ill, and it pleased God, that docter 
Wright was with M"^ Litellton, and so came to see me as he went 
home, which I thought fell out happily for your brother. Yesterday 
I was exceeding fraid of him, but this day, I thanke God, he is 
better, so that I hope docter Wright may leaue him to-morrow. 
He fell sike on tusday last ; so that, deare Ned, I finde that on 
trubele foolows another. 

M'" William Lit tell ton being at Loudlow last weake, as he came 
out of the chruch, a man came to him and looked him in the fase 
and cryed " roundhead ; " he gaue the fellow a good box of the eare 
and steep to on that had a chugell and tooke it from him and beat 
him soundly. They say, they are now more quiet in Loudlow. I 
pray you put your father in mind to consider of that I rwite to him 
about M' Yates, and send me word what he says, for I desire they 
may be punisched. 

I pray God biles you and giue you a comfortabell meeting with 
Your most afFectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Jne: 24, 1642. Brompton CastelL 

Deare Ned, send me word wheather my lady Veere giues any 
thinge in this prouicione for raizing of hors for the good of this 
poore kingdome. 
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For my deare sonne Mr. Eilwiird Ilarley. 

Deare Ned — I loiie to rwite to yon, and thearefore, my deare Nod, 
be somethinge glad to receauc my letter. 

S"" William Crofit came to see me : he neuer asked how your 
&ther did; spoke slighty, and stayed but a. littele. 

I hearc that he has commanded the beackoii nwe fumisched, and 
swe piche put into it I haue sent to inquire affter it ; it' it be eo, I 
will send your father word. When S' William Croft came to me, 
he came fi-om my lord Harhert. ... I pray God biles you, and 
the Lord in mercy send you a comfortabell meeting with 

Your most affectinat mother, Bkilliana Hari.ey, 

Jun: 2S, 1642. 



To her son Edvard. 

My deare Ned — This morning I rwite to you by M'' Greene, but 
I cannot so offten haue an opertunity as I haue a desire to let you 
know my thoughts are much witli you, and my prayers are for you. 

I sent to Mr. Dauis, to enquire about the beackon, but he could 
not heare tliat any piche was put into it ; only piche was in the howes, 
wheurethe beackon was. I neuer hard of a man so changed as they 
say S' William Croft is. He gaue me a slight visit 

I haue sent vp the pistolls your father sent for, by the carrier, 
which hringes up the littell truncke in which is your shirt and hand- 
cherchers, and a bundell derccted to your sister, I tbanke God your 
brother Tom is much better, and your sister Dorrity ia e.\ceedingly 
mended. I pray God biles you, and giue you a happy meeting with 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliaxa IIabley. 

jHne25, 1642. Bmmplon Caile/e. 

I pray you tell your father tluil. the dublet he sent for ia in tiie 
truncke. 
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CLXIX. 
For mj deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej. 

My deare Ned — I am not wilHnge to make an excuse for not 
rwiteing to you becaus I did so offten the last weake ; but I am glad 
to doo it now. I hope we shall haue better nwes of the affaires than 
yet we hauc^ and I am confident the Lord will finisch this His 
greate worke. And the Lord in mercy hasten it, that the mouths of 
wicked men may be put to silence. Heariford is growne now wors 
than Loudlowe. You may gees wheaire they haue theaire incorage- 
ment I haue sent your father another sermon of d' Rogers. In 
my opinion, it weare a most just work to punische him : but your 
father knows beest what is to be doun : but sure it is pitifull that a 
man should goo on so. 

I wisch with all my hart that the howes of lords would send for 
him, and that would make them startell in this cuntry ; and I thinke 
the lords will be very sencibele of what he says, for he lays lyes 
enowe to theaire charge. Good Ned, put your father in minde of 
it I doo longe almost to haue liim pimisched. I feare your father 
dous much neglect himself. Deare Ned, put him in minde of eate- 
ing in the morning. I pray God biles you, and giue you a comfort- 
abell mcetinc^ with 

Your most aftectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Jaciie27, 1642. Brompttm CasteU. 

CLXX. 

For iny deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I hard very late this night that M"^ Moore would 
goo to Lomidoun, and I cannot let liim pas without a letter ; for, my 
deare Ned, belecue me, I long to see, and how glad should I be, if 
you wciu^ hearo at the fast. Docter Wright was send for to M*^ 
James, whoo was very ill, and he, seeing M' Moore with him, toold 
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me he was to goo to Loundouu : but it was late, and if I doo not 
send very early, he will be goon ; so that I can say no more but that 
I am, 

Your most aflfectinat mother, Brilliana Harley, 

Jun: 27, 1642. 

CLXXL 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej. 

My deare Ned — Had not I hard that you weare well, I should 
haue allmost haue feared it, becaus I had no letter from you this 
weake. I did hope eather Martaine or the vnder keeper would haue 
bine in the cuntry this weake ; but, this being saterday, I haue no 
hope they will come, 

I feare your father in theas great biusness will neglect himself; 
thearefore, deare Ned, put him in minde to eate something in a 
morning. 

I long to see you, and yet, when I thinke you are a comfort to 
your father, I cannot wisch you from him ; yet I desire you weare 
with me for a littell while ; now euery day begeets a nwe longeing 
in me to heai'e from you, and to heare how thinges goo. 

I pray God biles you and fill you with the grasess of His spirit, 
and the Lord in mercy presarue you in health, and giue you a com- 
fortabell meeting with 

Your most aflfectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

July 2, 1642. Brampton Castell. 

I beleeue the mending of the howes will cost a greate deale, for 
the plumers haue 5 sh. a day, and 5 sh. a himdered for casting the 
leade, besides the carpenters and masons, but I thinke your father 
will not repent of it when it is doun. 
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For mj de&re tonne Mr. Edward Harlej. 

My deare Ned — The resen why I send this bearer to your fatlier 
ia, to let him knowe thai the kinge has sent a coinmistion to 12 of 
the justices to settell the milica. I haue rwite your father theare 
names. 1 did not hcare it tell late this night. I herd it presently 
affter diner, but it was but a flyeing report; but now I heart it from 
one that was at Kudall, when my cozen Rudall was sent for ; tell 
your father that the other as I tliinke is M' Wigmore of Shobdon. 
I pray God derect your father and the parlament what to doo, and 
I thinke, if any cuntry had need of gome to hauu bine sent doun into 
it, it is this. Your father they are growne to hate. I jiniy God 
forgiue them. My deare Ned, 1 am not afraide, but sure I am, we 
are a dispised comjuiDy. 

I pray God biles you ; in hast I rest. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harlet. 

Julg 5, 16-12. Brampton Canlell. 

I thankc God your brothers and sisters are well. 



For my deare aonne Mr. Edwnrd Ilaricy. 

My deare Ned — I receued your letter by Mr. Hill yesterday, anS' 
I thanke God that I lieare you are well ; the Lord in mercy con- 
tinue that comfort to me. 

They goo on witli the milica in this cuntry ; the sherafe has sent 
out warenta that they apeare on the 15 of this month at Herifrd. 
Your fathers company, I heare, they meane to make offer to you, 
and if you will not haue it, they will giue it to juiother. They 
trihumfe brafely, a« they say, and threaten poore Brompton ; but 
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we are in the hand of our God, whoo I hope will keepe vs safe. I 
pray God biles you, as I desire the soule should be bllesed, of 

Your most affectinat mother, Bbilliana Harley. 

Jtdy 8, 1642. 



CLXXIV. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I haue bine so longe in puteing vp the plate to send 
your father, that I haue no time to rwite any more than that I longe 
to see you. I am confident you are not troubled to see the plate 
goo this way ; for I trust in our gratious God, you will haue the 
frute of it. 

I pray God biles you. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

I pray you send me word wheather my lord Clare be come to 
Loimdoun. 

I doo long allmost to be from Brompton. 

In the hamper with the plate, I haue sent your father a cake ; it 
whas sent me this morning. 

July 9, 1642. Brompton CasteU, 



CLXXV. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — Beleeue it, your letter by Raphe and Mr. Longly 
and the post this weake weare very welleome to me. It is true, 
as you aprehend it, that I haue great cans to biles God for Hb great 
mercy in giuing me, now at this time, a fare more full measure of 
health then I haue had, ever sence I was ill ; for now, I thank God, 
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I can goo abrood at tlios times that I was inforsed to keei>e my beed, 
and this last weake was abell, at that time, to keepe a priuet fast, and 
the Lord that has doun this for me, the vnwortliyest of all His 
seruants, I trust and am fully assured, will doo much more for His 
chruch. I haue offten toold you, I thought you would see trubell- 
some times ; but, my deare Ned, keepe your hart aboue the world, 
and then you will not be trubelled at the changes in it ; and haveing 
your God for your porcion, which I am confident you haue, and it 
is my comfort that I can beleeue so, you are happy ; for I can 
experimentally say, that the Lord will sheawe most mercy, when we 
stand in most need of it ; and I am confident, the Lord will not faile 
His poore saruents at this tima I wisch you with me, but, deare 
Ned, I am glad you are at Loundoun, becaus that is a safer place. 

I sent Samuell to Heariford on tusday, to obsarue what was doun. 
Yesterday the soulders wcare called. He is not yet come home, 
which makes me thinke it very much, for he was scene this day at 
Lemster, at 4 a cloke. I did hope to haue sent the relation of all to 
you in this letter by the post. 

Mr. Dauis of Coxall did not goo to Heariford, and Mr. Dauis of 
Wigmore went, but did nothinge: he says but a feawe of your 
fathers company did apcare. They speake bigg words, but 1 hope 
the Lord will keepe theare harts lowe. 

I haue receued the box with 20 bandeleres, but the boxes with 
the muskets and rests the carrier has left to come in a waggon to 
Woster ; he promises I shall haue them shortly. I pray you tell 
your father the reson, why I did not send the trunck of plate by 
Lemster carryer was, becaus the last I sent to Lemster, they said it 
was plate ; but Bagly, that went with it, not knowing what it was, 
only I toold him theare was a cake in it, and so he toold the carryers 
wife. I hope your father receued it. I haue derected this truncke 
to Mr. Smith, in the Old Bayly, and I haue desired Will Griftcts to 
deleuer it to the carrier and to take vpon him that he sends it. I pray 
you bide Sankey be carefuU to speake to Mr. Smiths man to goo to 
the carryer of Loudlow to looke for the truncke ; it is sowed vp in 
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canues. I haue sent your father a note of what plate is in the 
truncke. 

I pray God biles you and giue you a comfortabell meeting with 
Your most affectinat mother, Bkilliana Harley. 

I pray you tell your father the bay gellding he sent to haue taken 
vp, is so, and he is in very good case. 

Remember me to your sister. I haue sent her bibell m the truncke 
with the plate. I wisch some parlament men might be sent into 
this cuntry to settell the milica, and that my lord of Essekes would 
make Mr. Shirborne hoold his peace. 

Gloues and pattern for me. M. lustrum^. 

Jidy 15, 1642. 



CLXXVI. 
To her son Edward. 

My deare Ned — By the enclosed paper to your father, you will 
knowe how poore Hearifordsheare is affected ; but, deare Ned, 1 
hope you and myself will remember for whous cans your father and 
we are hated. It is for the cans of our God, and I hope we shall be 
so fare from being ashamed of it or trubelled, that we beare the 
reproche of it, that we shall binde it as a crowne upon us ; and I am 
confident the Lord will rescue His chillderen from reproche. 

I sent Samuell to Heariford to obsarue theaire ways. He had 
come home last night, but that he had a fall from his hors and put 
out his shoulder. 

He tells me that they all at Heariford cried out against your 
father, and not one said any thinge for him, but one man, Mr. 
Phillips of Ledbury said, when he hard them speak so against your 
father, " well," said he, " tho Sir Robert Harley be lowe lieare, yet 
he is aboue, wheare he is." My deare Ned, I can not thinke I am 
safe at Brompton, and by no means 1 would haue you come downe. I 
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should be very glad if your father coidd geet some religious and 
discreet gentleman to come for a time to Brompton, that he might 
see sometimes what they doo in the cuntry. I trust the Lord will 
direct your father what way is bcest, and I doute not that we shall 
pray, on for anotlier. 

I could wisch that mv cosen Adams weare out of the howes, for 
I am perswaded he will give the other side what assistance he can. 
If you thinke good, tell your father so : your father dous not know 
what counsells they haue in Hearifordsheare, and what way they 
goo. 

The captaine of the voluntiers is one Barell, he was a tradesman, 
and once maire of Heariford. 

It is so late I will but wisch you a good night, and I pray God 
biles you, and in His good time giue you a comfortabell meeting 
with 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

July 17, 1642. Brompton Castell, 



CLXXVII. 
For my deare soiine Mr. Edward llarlej. 

My dearc Ned — I longe to see you, but would not haue you come 
downe, for I cannot thinke this cuntry very safe ; by the papers I 
haue sent to your father, you will knowe the temper of it I hope 
your father will giue me full derections how I may beest haue my 
howes gareded, if need be ; if he will giue the derections, I hope, I 
shall foolow it. 

My deare Ned, I thanke God I am not afraida It is the Lords 
cans that we haue stood for, and I trust, though our iniquitys testify 
aganst vs, yet the Lord will worke for His owne name sake, and 
that He will now sheawe the men of the world that it is hard 
fighting against heauen. And for our comforts, I thinke neuer any 
laide plots to route out all Gods chillderen at once, but that the 
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Lord did sheawe Himself'e mighty hi savcing His saruants and con- 
founding His enimyos, as He did Pharowe, when he thought to haue 
destroyed all Israeli, and so Haman. Nowe, the intention is, to route 
out all that feare God, and surely the Lord will arise to healpe vs: 
and in your God let your confidence be, and I am assured it is sa 
One meet Samuell and not knoweing wheare he dwelt, Sainucll 
toold him he was a Darbesheare man, and that he came lately from 
thence, and so lie did in diacours ; the papis toold him, that theare was 
but a feawe puretaines in this cuntry, and 40 men would cut them 
all off. 

Had 1 not had this ocation to send to your fother, yet 1 had sent 
this boy vp to Loundoun ; he is such a rogeiscU boy that I dare not 
keepe him in ray howes, and as littell do I dare to let him goo iu this 
ciuitry, least he ioyne with the company of vollentirs, or some other 
such crwe. I haue giuen him no more money then will sarue to 
beare hia diarges vi>e ; and becaus I would haue him make hast and 
be Bore to goo to Loundoun, I haue toold liim, that you will giue 
him something for his paiues, if lie come to you in good time and 
doo not loyter ; and hoare inclosed I haue sent you halfe a crowne. 
Giue him what you thinke fitte, and 1 desire he may not come downe 
any more, hut that he may be perswaded to goo to seae, or some 
other imployment. He tliinkes he shall come downe againe. Good 
Ned, do not tell Martaine tliat 1 send him vp with such an intention. 
I liaue defected theas letters to you, and I send him to you, becaus I 
would not haue the cuntry take notis, that I send to your fatlier so 
offten; but when such ocatioiis come, I must needs send to him, for 
I can rely vpon nobodys counsell but his. I pray God biles you 
and presarue you in safety, and the Lord in mercy giue you a 
comfortabell meeting with 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Haeiley, 

J«iy ID, 1642. Bromptoa Cailell. 

My cosen Dauis tells me that none can make shot but thos whous 
trade it is, so I haue made the plumer rwite to Wester for 50 wuight 
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of shot I sent to Woster, becaus I would not haue it knowne. If 
your father thinke that is not enoiifg, I will send for more. I pray 
you tell your father that my cosen Robert Croft is in the cuntry. 
My cosen Tomkins is as violent as euer, and many thinke tliat her 
very words, is in the Heariford resolutions. I beleeue it was M' 
Masons pening. He is gone to Yorke, for when he carried the letter 
from the gentellmen in this cuntiy, he was made the kings chapline. 



CLXXVllI. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I did hope that Richard Sanky would haue come 
downe this night, which made me defer my rwiteng tell now that it 
is time to goo to beed. M' EUton came aboute 4 a cloke : he tells 
me that the commiscioners desires to haue mony for three months 
pay for a hors. S*" Richard Hopton comes not at them, nor S«" .Ihon 
Kirle ; M' Wigmore stands much vpon his points, he will scase looke 
vpon any one ; and your cosen Tomkins made the most slightest 
ansure that on could make, when shee was toold, that I would goo 
out of the cuntry. I pray God biles you, and giue you comfortabell 
meeting with 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Juiy 23, 1642. 

Remember me to your sister ; it is so late I could not rwite to her. 



CLXXIX. 
To her son Edward. 



My deare Ned — I must needs thanke you for your two letters 
this weake; for, beleeue me, in this trubellsome time and your 
fathers absence and yours, your letters are of much comfort to me. 
My deare Ned, at first when I sawe how outrageously this cuntry 
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carried themselfes aganst your father, my anger was so vp, and my 
sorrow, that I had hardly patience to stay ; but now, I haue well 
considered, if I goo away I shall leaue all that your father has to 
the pray of our enirays, which they would be glad of; so that, and 
pleas God, I purpos to stay as long as it is poscibeli, if I Hue ; and 
this is my resolution, without your father contradict it 

I cannot make a better use of my life, next to saruing my God, 
than doo what good I can for you. Wigmore faire is to be on mun- 
day next You may gees at the resons why I would not speake to 
M' Wigmore or his asociats to be at the faire ; and thairefore I sent 
for Mr Ellton, whoo promised to come this night I stayed supper 
till past ten a clocke, but he came not. I did hope to haue sent you 
word by him what they did at Heariford ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 
horsess at Roos * * * * bought 30. S"^ William 
Croft and M*" Wigmore, as they say, will goo with him to the kinge. 

I pray you tell your father that they sent to the kinge on thurs- 
day, and till they haue an ansure they are not resolued what to doo. 
It is very late, theairefore I can say no more ; but I pray God biles 
you with all His bllesinges, and I hope you will alwaies be the joye 
of your 

Most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

J^dy 2, 1642. Brompton Caslett. 

I thanke God all your brothers and sisters are well. I haue 
rescued this night the hamper with the powder and macth, but I 
haue not yet the muskets, but will and pleas God, enquire after them. 



CLXXX. 

For my much honnored frinde Mrs. Wallcotc, at Wallcote. 

Most worthy frinde — I had rather intreate a kindencs from you 
then from any I knowe ; assureing meselfe you will doo the same to 
me, in home you have as much interest in, as in any. 
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1 liaue had of late in the mending of the leads of my howes bine 
inforsed to lay out an extriordary some of money ; and Edward 
Dally with others, oweing me rent, I can not as yelgeet it; if you 
can lend me 40i for haJfe or a quarter of a yeare, I Bhall take it as 
a greate kindenes, and I will pay the interest of it witJi all my hart, 
and gine you any securety my aonne and I can giiie you, which I 
hope will be enough for a greater some. So recommending you 
unto the protection of God, I rest, 

Your most affectinat frinde, Builliana IIarlet. 

Aags. 18, 1642. 

1 desire to haue my saruis presented to M' Wallcote and yoor 



CLXXXI.* 

For mj much huDDoreil frhide Mn. Wallcote, at Wallcote. 

My much honnorcd and deare frinde, — I acknowledg this as a 

greate fauor, and I shall be ready to exprea my thankes with all the 

•Tiii« LsKer is acDaiupuiied by Mr. Wnlcgl's oeciuittanoe, eodorsed thus In Sir Edward 
Hu-ley's bandwriting ;— 

M-. Tbatlheud not of j' 2011 wiUiin specified but of tals : snd ChoDgb I wunolb; 
oouw af law obliged to j* payuienl, jet, reckoning tnyielf by y' law of donnciuiicB {V^ it 
true huDor) bound tn p&y it, it due. I lien y' Lord nho hslh enablni moe to pay it. 

E. H. 
Alag in Mary Walcofi handwriting, on a «ep«rale paper ; — 

Wlierea* I am informed tlial [bere Im some queatjun belweon the bon"" S' Edward 
, eoncorning twenty pounds lent by Hutnpbrey Waloot Esq, 
to the Hon'''' tlie Lady Brilliana Harley. I can testille tbM 
Be of the Biud Ilumphrtiy, I lisve bettrd my mother in law 
<□ Iliesaid twenty pounds, lU certainly lent and naver repaid. 
■' of Decern. 1667. MiBV WiUJOT. 

AcqVce fro M' Wnleot:— 
lUceired this twenty-Hnt day of March 1682 of 8' Edward tlarley of Bramton Castle 
in Ihs connt; of Hereford k> of the hon'''' order uT the Bath by mco John Waloott of 
Waloott in Iba county of Salop Eai|. the sum of twenty pounds of lawfull English money 
in full of all moneys debts reckonings sod accompls whilioever due vnio my httc iTsther 
Humphrey Waluoll, Esq. dee^ or »nlo my Ule mother Ann Wslcott (the rslict of the a' 



HaHey and John Wolcot Ei 

seuerall times since the dec 

Ann Waleot, his reliet, men' 

Witness my hand this : 
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testimony of true respets, and I acknowledge, that for the vertues 
you haue, I much loue and honnor you. I haue rcceued the 20/. 
you are pleased to lend me, and I haue made a bill of the resaite of 
it, and my sonne and meselfe haue put our hands to the resaite of it, 
and I will and pleas God pay you very shortly. 

I desire to haue my saruis presented to M*" Wallcote and your 
Sonne ; and desire you to beleeue that I am most vnfainedly 

Your most affectinat frinde, Brilliaxa Harley. 

A»frt. 22, 1642. Brampton Castpil. 



CLXXXIl.* 

To her son Edward. 

My deare Ned — My hart has bine in no rest sence you went. I 
confes I was neuer so full of sorrow. I feare the prouicion of come 
and malt will not hoold out, if this continue; and they say they will 
burne my bamns ; and my feare is tliat they will place soulders so 

Humphrey Walcott) dec'* or unto mee the said Jchn Walcott from s** Robert Harley kite 

of Bramton Castle aforesaid in the said county of Hereford kn^ of the Bath dec** or from 

dame Brilliana Harley dec^ or from the said S' Edward Harley by bond bill promise 

agreement or otherwise from the beginning of the world untill the day of the date of these 

p'sents and the said John Walcott doe for me my heirs executors adm^" and assigns an<i 

every of them acquitt release and for euer dbcharge the said S' Edward Harley his heirs 

ex^oTM i^nd adm" and every of them by these p'sents of and from the said sume of twenty 

pounds and every part and parccll thereof and of and from all bonds bills reckonings and 

accompts for or touching the said sume of twenty pounds or any part thereof or for or 

touching any cause matter or thing whatsoever due or payable as aforesaid In witness 

whereof the said John Walcott haue hereunto put my hand and scale the said twenty-first 

day of March in the five and-thirtieth year of the reign of o' sovereign Lord King Charles 

the Second over England &c. a^'q' D'ni 1682. 

J. W^ALCOT. (S). 
Signed and sealed and delivered 

in the presence of i 

Neh. Kettilby. 

j. fumdwen. i 

Thomas Prosser. > 

♦ The original is written on cloth. 
CAMI). SOC. 2 B 
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neare me thnt tlieare will be no gooiiig out. My comfort is that you 
are not with ine, least, thej should take you ; but I doo most dearly 
mis yoa. I wisch, if it pleased God, tliat I weare with your fatlier. 
I would haue rwite to liini, but I clurat not rwite vjwn papaper. 
Deare Ned, rwite to me, though you rwite vpoii a jwacc of clothe, as 
this is. I pray God biles you, as I daier my ownu soulc should be 
bllescd. Thears a 1000 dragonears came into Harford 5 owera 
affther my lord Haiferil. 

Your motliiT, BkilL: Har. 

Deii-m: 13, ltU2. 



ci-xxxiir. 



To her bod Edward. 

My dears Ned — I thanke you for your letter by Proaer ; he is a 
trusty mesenger. I must now tell you how gratioua our God has 
bine to vs ; on the sobotli day affler I reeeued the letter from the 
markis, we sett that day apart to sceeke to our God, and then on 
munday we prepared for a secge ; but our good God called ihem 
another way ; and the markis sent me word he remembered him to 
me, and that 1 iieetl not feare him, for he was gooing away, hut bide 
me feare him that came affter him. 

M' Coimisbe is the gouernor of Heariford, and he sent to me n 
letter by M"" Wigmoi-e. I did not let him come into my liowea, but 
I wont into the garden to him. Your father will sheawe you tlie 
letter ; they are in a mighty Tlolence against me ; they reueng all 
that was doune rpon me, so that I shall feare any more parlament 
forsess comeing into this cuntry : and deare Ned, when it is in your 
power sheaw kindenes to them, for they must be overcome so. 
Bardlam has played the very traitor to me, and Richard Bytbeway 
neuer comes at me: M^ Phillips takes much care and pains. Deare 
Ned, rwite him tbankes tho it he but in a littell scripe of paper. 
My deare Ned, I pray you aduis with your father wlieather he 
thinkes it best thai 1 should put away moat of the men that are in 
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my liowcs, and whcather it be best for uie to goo from Bromptoii, or 
by Gods liealp to stiind it out I will be willing to doo what he 
would have me doo. I neuer was in such sorrows, as I haue bine 
sence you left me ; but I hope the Lord will deleucr me ; but they 
are most cruely beent against me. I thanke you for your counsell, 
not to take theair words ; the Lord in mercy presarue you, and if it 
be His holy will, giue nie the comfort of seeing you, in home i:j 
much of the comfort of 

Your affectinat mother, Ruilliana Hauley. 

Desem-lo, 1642. 

CLXXXIV. 

To her son Edward. 

My deare Ned — Your wellcome letter I receued on munday last, 
but Hopkis was taken at Rickards Castell, but sent me your fathers 
letter and yours. But I lieare he had 6 other letters, and they 
weare carryed to M*" Coningsby. He is still at Heai'iford. How he 
will be used I knowe not ; for poor Griffits was cruelly used, but he 
is now sect at liberty. But the poore drumer is still in the dungon, 
and Griffits says he fears he will dye. I caimot send to releas him. 

My deare Ned, I know it will greeue you to know how I am 
used. It is with all the malice that can be. M"" Wigmore will not 
let the fowler bringe me any foule, nor will not suffer any f)f my 
saruants pas. They haue forbid my rents to be payed. They drauo 
away the yong horsess at Wigmore, and none of my saruants dare 
goo scarce as fare as the towne. And deare Neil, if God weare not 
mercyfull to me, I should be in a very miserabell condistion. I am 
threatened euery day to be beseet with soulders. My hope is, the 
Lord will not deliuer me nor mine into theair hands; for surely they 
would use all cruellty towards me, for I am toold that they desire 
not to leaue your fath(»r neather roote nor branch. You and I must 
forgiue them. Deare Ned, desire the prayers of the godly for us at 
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Brompton. I desire to* " * • " • ' "as it is posctbell 
that I may keepe the jxMsestion of your fathers howes for him. 

I kuow iurt wheather this will come to your hand or no, but this 
I know, tliat I Ioiiji;e to l)eare from you, and I pray God biles you, 
as I desire tbe soule should be bllesed, of your 

Most affectinat mother, Buii.r.iANA Hauley. 

JoHi/. 28, 164-2. 



l-'ur my ileHii; simne Mr. Eilirurd Hurley. 

My deare Ned — I am confident you longe to heare from uie, and 
I hope this will come to your hand, though it may be it will be long 
first We are still tlireatnetl and iiniured as umcb as my enimyes 
can poscibell. Tiieare is uon that bcares part with me but M' Jams, 
w boo has shouwed himselfe very horniest; none will looke towards 
Brompton, but such as truely fears God ; but our God still takes care 
of vs, and has exceedingly sheawed His jmwer in preaaniing vs. 
Nine days past my lord Harberd was at Heariford. whear he stayed a 
weake ; theare was heald a counsell of ware, what was tlie beeat way 
to take Brompton ; it was concluded to blow it vp, and which conn- 
aell pleased them all. Tbe shcrife of Radiiorsheare, with the trained 
bands of tliat county and some of Hearifordsheare soulders, wearo 
to come against me. My lord Harberd had apointed a day to come 
to Prestine, that so his presence might perswade them to goo out of 
tljeare county. He bad commanded them to bring pay for vitals for 
10 days. The soulders came to Prestine, but it jJeased God to call 
my lord Harbrd another way, for thos in the ibrest of Deatie, grwe 
so strong, tliat they weare afraid of them. 

Now they say, they will starue me out of my liowes ; they haue 
taken away all your fathers rents, and they say they will driue away 
tlie cattell, and then I shall haue nothing to Hue vpon ; for all theare 
ame is to entbrs me to let thos men 1 haue goo, that then they might 

is vpon my howes and cute our througbta by a feawe rooges, and 
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then say, they knewe not whoo did it ; for so they say, they knewe 
not whoo draeue away the 6 coolts, but M' Connigsby keepes them, 
though I haue rwite to him for them. They haue vsed all means to 
leaue me haue no man in my howes, and tell me, that then I shall be 
safe ; but I haue no caus to trust them. I thanke God we are all 
well. I long to see my cosen Hackellt. I pray God biles you. 
Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Feb, 14, 1642. 

CLXXXVI. 
For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — Your littell vollome of paper sent by Bonde had a 
long Wellcome. I am very glad that your sister is recouered. If 
M' Moores man Makelin has told you nothing, I pray you aske 
him, what M' Moore bide him tell you. Docter Wright and his 
wife presents theare saruis to you, and Mr Phillpis has bine, and is 
very careful!. M^ Hill has vndertaken to bring the water into the 
mote. I ventured but 20*^ but he has had many oposits, but M' 
Gower was for him. I hope it will be dorm. I pray God biles you 
with all blessings. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

I thanke God your brother and sisters are well. 
Feb. 23, 1642. 

CLXXXVII. 
For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I rwite to you the other day by M' Taylor, and 
I am as glad to doo it now, and I hope this will come safe to your 
hand. 

I am in the same condistion as I was ; still amongst my enunys, 
who now threcten me not with forsess, becaus tlie soulders are goon 
before Gloster ; theaire randevous is S** Ro. Cookes howes. My deare 
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Ned, desire your father to send me word what he thinkes I had beest 
doo ; for if I should put away the men in my howes, I should be eury 
day plundered, and as basely vsed as it is jioscibell, and I can receaue 
no rents. 

Sam Piner toold who went with you, and so Leeg and Poell are 
indited. 

M*" Yaets and M' Lowe and Edward Pin. goo towards Loundoun 
the next weake. Edward Pin. biusnes is to speake with your fatlier 
aboute the legacy he should pay M"" Poells daughter ; he has sould 
land to her husband, and he would haue him take the mony of your 
father. I would not haue had him goo vp to Loundoun, becaus I 
thinke it is not a time for your father to take vp mony to pay that 
legacy, that the land is still in question ; but your brother tells me 
Piners intentiene is to geet more lives on Buckton for that mony. 
If your father pleas to consider it, I thinke it is not so much for his 
profit to let on man haue so many liueings in his hand ; for then they 
put poore tenants into them, and let the bowses goo downe, and your 
father has but on tenant, for his tenant haueing 2 or 3. I pray you 
speake to your father about it. Good M*" Bayley is come to me. 
They rage more then euer. I pray God keepe vs from them ; and, 
deare Ned, pray for vs and desire all good Christians to doo so. The 
Lord in mercy biles you, and giue me, a comfortabell seeing of 
you, who hoold you as deare as my owne soule. 

Your most afl'ectinat mother, Brilliana IIauley. 

I longe to see your sister Brills sonn. 

I think it seuen veare tell he come. 

I sent you all your linnens the last saterday. 

M"" William Griffits tooke them with him, and promised to send 
them to his brother Gorge. 

I purix)s to send your man vp to you, when Piner goos, for I 
beleeue you will hardly haue on that is better and loues you 
more. 
Feb. 'lo, 1642. 
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CLXXXVIII.* 

For Mr. Edward Harley. 
Deare Ned, 
[/ des^ire you]imsL^n to [would />ra^] all strength an(l|j/OMr father] 
go all to geather ; why did I rong my judgment 
80 as to [to send me] let vs the [ word what ] world. 
As for to loue wheare I did know 

[he would haue] all be it [doo : if I put] it is Strang [ away the ] 
theare was no lioold to be taken for what my 
wisches [men T shall] thirst if [be plundered] once of 
it my hart can host straight by her 

[a7id if I] is [ hatie no ] forsaken [rents, I know] 
oft* haue I wisched that when theare had bine 
some [ not what ] all mineche [ cours to ] for to 

haue scene when loue witli her had bine 
[ tofe ] in season [If I leaue ] but I [ Brompton ] 
perseauc theare is no art, can finde the 

[all will be] of that [ ruened ] hart 

that loues by chance and not by reson. 
[il/r Conincjsby] if and [ swore he ] violent [ would be ] 
Cato Johaimes, the Grecian emperour, vp with 
came [in Brompton] with a [ within five ] wast 

Army of hors and foote, and demand 

[ days ] cold and [ / heare ] with diemns [ he has ] 
to resign vnto him all places of strentg, 

to^eather [a commistion] with all the [ to displace ] forse 
he had, and then he seet forward to 

[all jninisters] he too [ and put ] them [ in ot/iers ] 

all places without resistance as you haue 

hard [so it be] to the grcef [doun with]o{iusLny 

I cannot heare what is to be doun, and 

* This Letter is read by a key of cut papor, the openings of which correspond with the 
words within the brackets. 
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[the bischops] that is [ consent ] all I can [ / would ] 
heare at this time, as I lived 

on an [not haue y°] penny [ heleeue ] yeare 

as frinds togeather, but now thee 

[all that wUl] is gon [ he toold ] I know [ you about ] 
not wheather could I but gees; I doo 

protest [the bringing] I speak [of the water] it not 

to flatter of all the women in the 

[M^ Hill has] world [ undertaken ] I newer [ lY, and I ] 
would come at her tho grecionce 

came in [ hope will ] all has [ effect it ]. 

You must pin that end of the paper, that has the cors made in 
incke, vpon the littell cros on the end of this letter ; when you would 
write to me, make vse of it, and giue the other to your sister Brill. 
I beceach the Lord to biles you, and deare Ned, be carefull of your- 
selfe. I did not send your man, whoo has a greate desire to be with 
you, becaus I did not know wheather you would haue him ; if you 
would, send me worde, for I thinke you will hardly geet a better 
in theas days. I shall long to heare from you. 

Your most afFectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

I haue sent you your linen. Doctor Wright and M"tris Wright 
presents theare saruis to you. 

Mar: the first, 1642. 



CLXXXIX. 

To her son Edward. 
My deare, 

[ This day I ] went a [ heare that ] great way [ S^ TF™ Cro ] 
80 that tliey all pudd and waiters weare 
when first [ha^ sent forth] I sawe and [a warent to] hard from 
the yong men giue, and Rich they are of the 
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[ that aomena, ] same year [24 to come] they are [ into Her : ] 
and sistors chillderen are not, and are of opinion 
as thoB [on micndai/] that ore [next, to mtttteg] of a more 
constants mind and testament the next in degres 
[to dinnumors] can come [and crimes'] are brother [ hide to t/ie^ 
the more kindred the gr<?ater affinity the more 
a man is [ charge of ] honoured is [ t/our father ] they 
most as well become kinds men or frindes 

[ yourselfe ] to theair [Mr Janieit] frindes as [ M' Daiiis] 
it self is satisfied and redeemed with a sartane 
number of [ M' Gower ] beasts [ M' Lowe ] which 
contenteth the whoole famely, and is profitabel 
[ Mr Taets ] to the for [ M' Beale ] common [ by Dickien ] 
good for wheare liberly 

priuet of [ Me vnder ] are not I [ »hereffe, 
entertainements in no wuare more 

[ 80 i}iat it ] then theare [ sf ernes tfie ] to beare [under^h&refe] 
any man his howes, and not giue him 

meate or [ is the ]and drinke [ accusor of ] when all 
is spent the last host will be to the next 
{you all. The] howea and [ buller saw ] for united [ tfie uiarent ] 
and are receued witli like curtesy and respect 
hospetallity [in i/ie baijlefes] of theare [ hand, and ] make you 
no i^ferance w heather it be of or from or a 
[ he rent iL] greate and [MeredifetJte] or not [ranger, and] 
if any tiling the manor is to grante it demand 
or if so [ Tom Child] you and he [ and Daite ] as thinges 
aske the as tliinges that pleas but thos that well 
[of Lainterdin] doo not [and Hopkis] thinkee [ of Dounen ] 
they you and not bond or beholden for them 
they enter [ are aorne ] theare geea [ of tlte 24. ] which 
they wasch in warme baueing long winter 

[ The rest of] and when [ t/ie nameg ] they full [7 knoio not]. 
to eate euery man stoul and to himself. 
CAMD. soc. 2 c 
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Then full [Heltische plots] to dieare [ thet/ haue, ] 
and make good clieere to seet and stuiid 
[hut I hope'\^aaAa,y\s\theLordicill\ not disgras [ disapoint ] 
to many and commonly it hapneth but selldome 
with offten \lhem. I am] with mirth [ still Uireatned. ] of all 
and make and chuae meate when neuer more 
[7 heare you] vpon to [are to haue] plaine [a compantf] 
dealeing or more stirred vp or the neathe carefty 
or sutell end [o/hors. IpnttJ] dous not [yoM tend me] discours 
or say nothing and the euery mens minde bring 
\w:<yrdwheafher] or is to [ il be go ] or the next [ or fio. ] 
shall with or regard 

I hope Edward Finer Is come to Loundoun, and that you haue 
receaued my letter by liim, and then yon will not moruell at this 
nonescnce, which I haue writen to you to make you merry. I be- 
ceach the Lord in much mercy to biles yuu, and that I may haue 
againe the comfort of seeing you, wlioo are very deare to me. 
Your brother is much better than he was, and does much reioyce 
that you wisched him with you. Tell your father what I haue 
writen; he may eassyly gees at the roson why I did not wright 
to bim. I thanke God, we are all well, and I long to see your 
sisters sonne come downe. Deare Ned, tell your sister I pray God 
to biles lier ; and present my saruis to my brother ; bo I rest 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harlet. 

Mar: 3. 1642. 



CXC. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Hurley. 

My deare Ned — By what I haue writ to your father you will see 
what they meane to doo with me and mine. You will see my ansure, 
and I hope the Lord will derect me what to doo when the time 
comes, and I trust He that has deleuerd me will deleuer me. 
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The Lord in marcy presarue you and keep you, and in His good 
time giue va a comfortabell meeting; and, deare Ned, pray for 
Brompton, and 

Your most affectinat mother, Builllana Harley. 

irar.-4, 1642. 

Mr. Phillips carries himself very well, and all in my howes are of 
good corage. 



For inj dears BoDiie Mr. Edward Harlej. 

My deare Ned — I should haue bine very glad to haue receued a 
letter from you by Mr. Taylor ; and deare Ned, finde some way or 
other to rwite to me that I may know how tho world goos, and how 
it is with your father and yourselfe ; for it is a death lo be amoungst 
my enirays, and not to heare from thos I loue so dearely, 

Heare I haue sent you a coppy of the soniinons was sent me ; I 
wisch with all my hart that eupry on would take notice what way 
they take : that if I doo not giue them my howes, and what tliey 
would haue, I shall be proseeded against as a trator. It may be 
euery onse case to be made trajiars ; for I beleeue eury on will be as 
vnwilling to part with theare howea as I am. I desire your father 
would seariously thinke what I had beest doo ; wheather stay at 
Brompton, or remoue to some otlier place. I heare theare are 600 
soulders apointed to come against me. I know not wheather this 
aeasation of armes will stay them. I cannot tell what to think, that 
I heare nothing of your sister Brills sonoe, nor that you did not write 
me word, that he was come to you. 1 heare captaiue Joieres is 
drowned. I am very much behooldiiig to docler Wright, for he will 
not goo from Bromptou tell he sees mo out of my trubell. 

Mr. Phillips carrys hiraselfe very well, and Mr. H as he was 
vsed tu doo. Good M' Baughly is faiiie to come to Bromptou. 
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M^ Legg is still at Brompton, and Mathes and the Wellchmen and 
Staney and 2 of Knights brothers, who were faine to fly out of 
theare owne cuntry. My deare Ned, I will promise meselfe a letter 
from you by this bearer, whoo has carried himselfe very well to 
me ; thearefore I pray you giue him thankes for it I pray God 
biles you, and in His good time giue vs a joy full meeting, which I 
beleeue you thinke is longed for, by 

Your most aflfectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

I heare they have put vp proclamations in this cuntry, that theare 
shall be no sessation oP armes. 

Docter Wright and M**" Wright remember saruis to you. 

Mar: 8, 1 642. 



CXCII. 



For Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned, 

[ When the"] in trihumph [judges came'] to Woster [not to JSiearifrd] 

then in haste in the more courtly to what purpose lately 
trained otherwise [so that theare] the viccount [ was nothing ] enriching 
themselfes vnited vnder erle Simons and Richards to the hassard of 
[doun against me] or any [at the benchy] when I sent [they sent for] 
come protesting which now in feareing fell fomented by 
the supposed [tlie trained] vp in pride [bandSfandhaue] not cared 
to speake as they from him and her, so they goo one 
[ taken away ] meate colthes [thearie armes;] so words [some say to] 
gaine as much as can be thought and haue ended the 
a greete to [^tte Hie armes] vp and [to my lord] Crauen 

so when all is doun it comes all togeather 

[Harbreds soxdders] and the [tJiat wante,] mony? [ They say ] 
so when all was sould the mony came short and 
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that was bo [that Uiey gaM\ glones of [half a crowne] a peace 
to comfort them for all loses bo they went away 
[to every soulder] howes [to looke for] the more [ mimi/ea ] 
wheare to the joy of om hart to the greefe 
of freods [every day. Tbeyl went out [ haue taixn ] fisch 

good store which may last a, greate while 

[Mora lad,'\ not bine [and he is in] a good howes [j^irison at'] 

wheare is a greate many that loues tobacco 

came to [ Heariford, ] to Uuo a time [ becaus he ] nener thought 

it bad bine bo hard a matter hogg and dich 
[ u-aa vikh ] Poell to [me. If J had] hard of tho [ mowj to ] 

Rome to morrow I had then sent it so now 

they mast [ buy come ] at another place [and meale] somewheare 
elles, or it will not doo well ; but it is strange 
[ and malt ] I should not [/should hope] to render it [ to koold] 

as long as any but brauely and beaten and reduced 
to obedience [out, but then] write [/ haue 3 ] yeares heance 

will be acknowledged to the ioy of all and groefe of 
[ sheeres agaimt ] which for [me . . . ] 

When you have laught at the nonsense, pleas your self with this, 
that is reson; I thanke God we are well, though all would not haue 
it so. I longe to heare from you. Desire your father from me to 
be carefull of himselfe, and I pray Ood biles you, and giue you a 
cumfortabell meeting with 

Your aSectinat mother, Bbilliana Habley. 

Mir: II, 1642. 



CXCIII. 

For my <lcare eonne Mr. Edward Hurley. 

My deare Ned — I was very glad to receaue a letter from you by 
Proaer and by Samleman, but I did hope you would haue bine more 
at large, for I doo exceedingly long to heare what you don, and 
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what is beest for me to doo. I heare some say, you haue an im- 
ployment, but I will beleeue nothing tell I heare it from your selfe 
or father. The report in this cuntry is, that my lord Capell comes 
very shortly to be gowernor of Shrewsbury, and the qu: is to come 
to Loudlow. I thanke God we are all at Brompton, and desire to 
knowe when you meane, and pleas God, to moue this way. 

I pray God biles you and giue you a comfortabell meeting with 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Doctor Wright and M" Wright, whoo yet make me so much 
• behoolding to them as that they are with me, remember theaire 

saruis to you. 

Mar: 25, 1643. 



I 

i 

I 



CXCIV. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harlej. 

My deare Ned — Your wellcome letter by the carrier I haue re- 
ceued ; and deare Ned, let this tell you, God has mightyly bine 
seene in Hearifordsheere. M*" Conningsby and S*" William Croft 
and S*" Walker Pye are at Gloster. I will with all speede send 
M*" Hill to you. The Lord in mercy biles you. 

Remember my deare loue to your father, and my bllesing to your 
sister. I pray God giue you a happy meeting with her that longes 
to see you. 

Your most aflfectinat mother, Brilliana IIarlet. 

May 6, 1643. 

I thanke God we are all well. To my greefe I must tell you that 
horniest Petter is taken. 6 seet vpon him ; 3 shot at him as he was 
opening a gate not fare from Mortimers Cros. He fought with them 
valliantly and aquited himself with corage : he hurt 2 of them, and 
if theare had not bine 6 to on, he had escaped : he is wounded in the 
head and sholder, but not mortally; he is in prison at Loudlowe. I 
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doan all that is poscibell to get him out, but it cannot be ; but I liope 
the Ijord will deleuer him. I haue found him very faithful to me, 
and he desired to haue come to you. 



For mj deare sonoe Mr. Edward Ilarlej'. 

^^'F deore Ned — Scnce God has put into your harte that you haue 
taken this imployment ^-pon you, the Lord in much mercy biles yoa, 
and make you to doo wisely and valiently ; and now, my deare Ned, 
you may be confident my very soulo goos alonge with yoa ; and 
bccitus I cannot be with you myselle, I haue sent you on, to be of 
your troo]>e, and haue fiimisched him with a hors. You know he 
came at the first to Brorapton, when our trubells begane, and has 
fiiithfully stayed with me, and carried himselfe honestly and with 
very good corage. He had a desire to come to you, and I as good a 
desire he should come, and I hope you will find him such a one as 
I say he is, if not more: the hora coost me 8/, I hope it will come 
safe to your hande, with his rider. I read your letter very well, 
which came by Looker; but if you would let the paper you write 
rpon be of the same breath of the cute paper, it would be much 
better. From this place make vse of the cute paper. 
+ [/ praij yott] take into \cojuider tiiai\ it has [Mr, Hill is] 
all ways ready and will be Etill, which I know 
will reioyce [much ff!ve}i] and in [ to keepe ] Hie beest 

and richest and wisest so that some weare much 
[compant/ and] to eate [so to driiiix,'] and sleepc [and I feare] 
this day Captaine Cruft and his wii'e weare to see me 
aod 90 [will put Am] but all [mttide muck to] no purpos 
I long to see you more tliaa you can thinke. 
I plundering. ] but doo [Consider K'el^ and that [o/" it. ] 

Pray God biles you, and giue you comfortabcll meeting with 

Your most afiectinat mother, Bkii.LIANA HARtEr. 

May 9, 1643. 



soo 
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M' Moore is come to stay at Brompton, wliich I am very glad of. 
Tour brother Robine goos aboule as if lie weare discontented, but I 
know not for what M' Phillips carrys himselfe very honestly and 
carefully, and is impatient to have you come to Broinpton, wheare I 
shonld be glad to see you. Petter is still in prison at Loudlow. 
5 men soet vpon him ; he fought very valiently with them all ; they 
had carrabins and pole axes. I am very sorry for him, and I haue 
doun all I can to geet him out. I will trye once agaioe what my lord 
Capell will doo j he was hurt in three places. Deare Ned, take it 
well that M' Legg is so willing to come, and I hope you will vse 
bim kiudely. 



To her son Edward. 

My deare Ned — I receaued your letter by the carrier of Lemster, 
and beleeue me, it was extremely wellcome to me, and therefore, 
let me prenaile with you to rwite to me as offten as you can. I am 
sorry you say notliJng of M' Leggs coming to you ; if you doo not 
like him, he will willingly returne to Brompton. For M'' Mountaine 
(I beleeue you understand that name in France ; I mean he that you 
thought of, for a place in your trope) I find, he was altogether given 
to shifting, and I dout his faithiulness. Any thing shall be digested 
for mony with him. I beleue it is true; tliearefore deare Ned, 
take heede of your choys, 

I hope you will let me know as soune as you can when you 
begine your journey ; and the Lord in much mercy biles and prosper 
you, and giue me in His good time a joj-full seeing of you, which I 
long to doo ; ... as much longes for you. The 
water is brought quite into the greene court, and I thinke you will 
like the worke well. T like it so well, that I would not haue it ua- 
doun for a great . . . Petter is still in prison theare ; 



1643.] LADY BRILLIANA IIARLEY. 201 

fident that I cannot well . . . which 

the ocation that all the Wellchinen are goone 

from me. Good M' Moore is with me and is much comfort to me, 

and so is Doctor Wright and his wife, whoo promises not to Icaue 

mee till my trubells are past. 

I am confident you pray for us at Brompton, and I pray you doo 
so, and the Lord in mercy biles you, as I desire the soule should be 
bllesed, of 

Your most affectinat mother, Biulliana Harley. 

Deare Ned, remember me to your sister Brill. I was very glad 
to receue a letter from my brother. 

Poore Fetter wisched himselfe many times with you before he 
was taken. He is used better nowe then he was at Loudlow. 

May 28, 1643. 



CXCVTI. 
To her son Edward. 

My deare Ned — I did hope I should haue had a letter from you 
this weake, by the carrier, but I mised of that comfort ; but I was 
so much beholding to M^ Moore that he rwite me word you weare 
well. 

I pray God send you well into the cuntry. Take heede of your 
choys of that man, I haue rwrite you of hearetofore. 

We are pretty quiet, but still in the . . . condistion. 
We are still threatened. Some soulders are billeted in Pursla. I 
pray God send the faire well past ouer. The worke aboute the 
court is almost ended, and I thinke you will like it well. I rwite to 
my nephewe Pelham, whoo is comet to my lord Capell, but he has 
not goot Petters releas. He write me an ansurc with some hope of 
his releas. I am very sorry for him ; he has bine used pittifully. 

I could say much more, but I know not wheather this will come to 

CAMD. soc. 2 D 
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your hand. I pray God biles you, and giue you a comfortabell 
meetinrr with 

Your most afFectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

June 3, 1643. 

I pray you remember me to your sister Brill. Doctor Wright 
and his wife remember theaire saruis to you. 



CXCVIII. 
To her son Edward. 

O ! my deare Ned — that I could but see you 1 I Hue in hope 
that the Lord will giue me that comfort, whicli I confes, I am not 
w^orthy of. I hcare from a good hand that you are ready to come 
out of Loundoun. The Lord in much mercy goo with you and 
make you to doo worthyly ; and deare Ned, beleeue my hart and 
soule is with you. 

I hard from Gloster on thursday last, by on I sent a purpos. S** 
William Waller went on tuesday towards the west Lef.curenell 
Massy is commanded to be gouerner of Gloster by my lord jenerall. 
I haue and am exceedingly behoolding to corenell Massy, as much 
as I was ever to on, I did not know ; and 1 pray you tell your 
father so, and pray him to giue him thankes. I sent to him to de- 
sire him to send me an abell soulder, that might reguelate the men I 
haue, and he has sent me on that was a sargent, an honnest man, 
and I thinke an abell soulder ; he was in the Jerrnan wars. He came 
to me on thursday last, but your brother has the name of the com- 
mand. I writ to you the last weake, that the Wellchmen weare 
goone from me ; this bearer will tell you the reson. Honnest 
Petter is come out of prison. He was greeuiously vsed in Loudlow. 
Turkes could have vsed him no wors ; a lefFtenant corenell Marrow 
would come every day and kicke him vp and downe, and they laied 
him in a dungon vpon foule straw. M*" Goodwine sheawed him 



1643.] LADY BRILLIANA HARLEY. 203 

kindnes. In Shreawesbury he was vsed well for a prisoner ; but he 
is very glad he is come home againe, and so am I. The Lord in 
mercy biles you, and giue you a comfortabell meeting with 

Your most aflectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

M** Phillips is very carefull, and longes to see you. 

June 11, 1643. 

I shall be full of douts tell the fare be past Some soulders are 
come to Knighton ; my old frinds that weare theare before. 



CXCIX. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I hard from Loundoun that you with S"" Arter 
Hasellrike left Loundoun on Friday was senight, and that your 
• intentions weare to hast to S^ William Waller. I haue some hope 
that tlieas lines may meet with you, which if they doo, my deare 
Ned, let them assure you my hart is with you ; and I hope my God 
will biles you. This bearer can tell you the state of Heariford- 
schere. You know you are the comfort of my life, thearefore thinke 
it not strange, if my thoughts are so much with you. 

The Lord in much mercy biles and presarue you, and giue you a 
comfortabell meeting with 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

June 19, 1643. 

I thanke God we are all well at Brompton. 



cc. 

For my deare sonne Captainc Harley. 

My deare Ned — I receued your letter dated the 17 of this month, 
which was dearely wellcome to me, becaus it brought me word that 
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yi>n weare safely come to S^ William Waller, wlieare the Lord of 
liL-auen and earth biles you and presarue you. My hart ia with 
you, and I know you beleeue it ; (or my life is bound vp with 
youra. My deare Ned, sence you desire your brother to come to 
you, I cannot he vnwilling he should goo to you, to home 1 pray 
God make Lira a comfort 

If M' Hill be with you, and you would be free of him, you may 
if pleas you, tell him I desire he should come to me, and so you may 
send him to me: if your brother will apeake freely, he can tell you 
of his carage. My deare Ned, if you wante any thinjje that I can 
healp you to, I pray you send to me ; and be sure I will wante my- 
selfe, before you shall. Your brotlier will tell you how tliis cuntry 
is, and I pray you take care ()f your brother, and 1 beceach the 
Lord to biles you and him, and in His good time to giue me ajoyifiill 
meeting witli you. 

Your most aftectlnat mother, BuiLLlAXA Hauley. 

Your father was, I ihanke God, very well ou tusday last. I had 
not a letter fi"om him, but M' Moore wrote me word so. I am very 
sorry that my brother has doun what he has. I haue bide your 
brother tell vou ivhat I haue hard. 



To her son Edward. 
My deare Ned — On saterday I receued your lettc^r by Kaphe. 
Your being well is mine, aud thearefore you may beleeue I reioyce 
in it That you left me with sorrow, when j^ou went last from 
Brompton, I beleeue ; for I thinke, with comfort I thinke of it, that 
you are not only a child, bnt on with cliild-like affections to me, and 
I knowe you haue so much vnderstanding that you did well way the 
condistioii I was in ; but I beleeue it, your leaueing of me was more 
sorrow then my condistion could be ; but T hope the Lord will in 
mercy giue you to me agiiiu, for you are both a Joseph and a Benia- 
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min to me, and deare Ned, longe to see me ; and I Lope when 
yon haiie spent some littell time in tlie arm; you will come to 
Brompton. Sence you desired your Lrother to come to you, I could 
not deny it, tliough I was loth to Icauo him. I hope lie is come, 
before this, safe to you ; and I pray God biles you botli togeather, 
and tJiat I may agene haue you leturne in safety with your deare 
father. In tins cunti-y they begine to rais nwe tropes, auJ they 
haue seast the counti-y at liOOL a-month. My lo. Ilai-bert and 
colonel Vaueser wlioo is to be gouemer of Heariford, is gone vp 
into Moungomeryscheere to rais soulders. All of them are returned 
into Hearifordsheere ; S' Wallter Pye, M' Brabson, M"" Smaleman, 
M' Wigmore, M' Ligen, and M' Stiles and (lardnas, whoo has 
quarttTL'd soulders in Kiugsland, and they say, tliat besides the 
1200/, a mouth, theare must he free quartei- for soulders. They 
counsel!, but the Lord in mercy deteate theaire counsells. I must 
looke for nwe one-aeets, but I hope I shall looke to my rocke of 
defence, the Lord my God, from home is deleuerance. Out of 
Chescheere, I hcare from a sure hand, that on the 19 of this month 
S' William Brorton sent out a party of iioi-s into Sharpschei-e, but 
when they weare plundering at Hanmere, the lo. Capells tropes 
Buppriaed them ; they hasted to theaire horaess and fleed, but theare 
was taken prisnors of them the lel'tenan colonell and captain let^nant 
Sanky, and 13 more taken prisners, and about 12 slaine, and many 
more wounded. They vsed the prisnors very barhorously. All 
Lancaschecre is cleered, only Latham howes. My lord of Darby 
has left that county, which they take ill. My deare Ned, I know 
you loue to heare how I doa I tlianke God, beyond my expectation 
or that of some in my howes, my prouistions has heald out; and I 
haue borrowed yet not much mony, though my tenants will not pay 
me, and Coolbom deales very ill with uie, aud will jtay me no moiiy ; 
and M' Conmsbys stewanl sent to him to know wheather he would 
receaue the 6 coolts, and he neuer toold me of it, but sent thom word 
he durst not. This M' Eaton rwite me word of yesterday. 

Your brother can tell you i sent tor a sargent to colonnell Massey, 



206 LETTERS OF THE [1643. 

and he sent me one, and I hope he will doo very well. As you 
desired to haue some honnest man sent you, I did as much desire to 
send you some. Those that I thought would haue gone gladly, findes 
out excusess, but theas 3 desired to goo, to venture theair Hues with 
you, or elles they would not goo from me. Doctor Write asked liis 
man the question, but the poore gardner and Stangy desired it of 
themselfes, and they seet forward with good corage. I will endeuor 
to see wheather any will contribute to buy a hors ; but thos that haue 
harts haue not means, and they that haue means haue not harts. I 
doo not send you Jack Griffets, becaus I thought you might like 
Phillip Loouke, whoo is a pretty inienious fellow, but if you would 
haue Griffets, I pray you let me know by Raphe, and I will, if pleas 
God, send him to you. By Raphe and the rest I haue sent yon 
your bookes. Deare Ned, I could say much more to you, but I 
haue run out my paper. The Lord of Heauen biles you and pre- 
sarue you, and make you to doo worthely and to outline all theas 
trubells. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Jtme 30, 1643. 

I am confident you will hate all plundering and vnmercifullness. 
I pray you aske your brother what I bide him tell you concerning 
Mr Hill. 

ecu. 

To her son Edward. 

My deare Ned — My cosen Dauis has desired much to see you, 
and thearefore I am so much behoolding to him that he dous me 
the kindnes to be the bearer of these lines, by which I am glad to 
let you know I haue reseaued your letter by Raphe. You may 
beleeue, it was welcome, for I had long desired it. I acknowledge 
the greatc mercy of my God that He presarued you in so sharp a 
fight, when your hors was killed. The Lord my God presarue you 
still, and I trust that He will still continue His mercy to ... . 
that I may againe see you with comfort 
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I am sorry you liaue lost so many hors out of your trope ; but I 
hope they will be made up againe. I knowc not what tliey will doo 
heareafter, but, as yet, I can get but very little towards the byeing 
of a hors ; what it is, I haue sent you inclosed. If you want any 
thuig I can possibilly healp you to, let me knowc it, and I will 
• • • 

I hard this day that your father and sister weare well this day 
senight What is to be knowne of theas parts this bearer will tell 
you. Out of Schesheare I heare that Haughton Castell is still 
besieged by Sir William Breerton, and it is thought cannot hoold 
out Two trojKJS of hors went out of Chester to rais the siege of 
Haughton Castell, but they weare beaten backe. 

My deiure Xed, the Lord in mercy presarue you in all fights, and 
giue me ........... 

and which is . . desired by 

Your most affectinat mother, Brill i an a Harley. 

July 11, 1643. 



CCIII. 

To her son Edward. 

Mv deare Ned — I cannot but venture theas lines, but wheather 
you are at Loundoun or no, I know not Now, my deare Ned, the 
gentillmen of this cuntry haue affected theair desires in bringing an 
army against me. W^hat spoyls has bine doun, this barer will tell 
you. Sir William Vavasor has left M*" Lingen with the soulders. 
The Lord in mercy presarue me, that I fall not unto theair hands. 
My deare Ned, I beleeue you wisch yourself with me ; and I longe 
to heare of you, whoo are my great comfort in this Ufa The Lord 
in mercy biles you and giue me the comfort of seeing you and your 
brother. 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

August 25, 1643. 
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M*" Phillips has taken a greate deale of paines and is full of 
corage, and so is all in my howes, with honnest M** Petter and good 
Docter Wright and M"^ Moore, whoo is much comfort to me. The 
Lord direct me what to doo ; and, deare Ned, pray for me that the 
Lord in mercy may presarue me from my cruell and blood thirsty 
enemys. 

cciv. 

For my deare sonne Mr. Edward Harley. 

My deare Ned — I receaued your most wellcome letter by M"" 
Greens man, but I had none by Fischer, which did trubell me. I 
hope before this, you are assured of the Lords mercy to vs in 
deleuering vs from our enimys. 

My deare Ned, a thousand times I wisch you with me, and then I 
should hope, by Gods assistance, to keepe what is left your father ^^-ith 
comefort. It is true, my affection makes me long to see you, and my 
reson tells me it would be good for you for to employ yourselfe for 
the good of your cuntry, and that which I hope shall be yours. 
My deare Ned, if the Lord should be so mercifull, it would be such a 
comfort, that it would reuive my sad hart and refresch my dryed 
vp spirits. 

The Lord in mercy derect you and presarue you, and giue you a 
comfortabell meeteing with 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

My deare Ned, let me know your minde wheather I had beest 
stay or remoue. 

Remember me to your brother. 

Sep. 24, 1643. Brompton Castell. 

CCV. 

For my deare sonne Colonell Harley. 

My deare Ned — Your short but wellcome letter I receaued by 
Prosser, and as it has pleased God to intrust you witli a greater 
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charge, as to change your trope into a r^raent, so the Lord in 
mercy biles you with a dubell measure of abillitys, and the Lord of 
Hosts be your protector and make you victorious. My deare Ned, 
how much I longe to see you I cannot expres, and if it be possibell, 
in parte meete my desires in desireing, in some measure as I doo, to 
see me ; and if pleased the Lord, I wisch you weare at Brompton. 
I am now againe threatned; there are some souldiers come to 
Lemster and 3 troopes of hors to Hearifbrd with S*^ William 
Vauasor, and they say they meane to viset Brompton againe ; but 
I hope the Lord will deleuer me. My trust is only in my God, 
wlioo neuer yet failled me. 

I pray you aske M** Kinge what I prayed him to tell you con 
seming Wigmore. 

I haue taken a very greate coold, which has made me very ill 
thees 2 or 3 days, but I hope the Lord will be mercifuU to me, in 
giuing me my health, for it is an ill time to be sike in. 

My deare Ned, I pray God biles you and giue me the comfort of 
seeing you, for you are the comfort of 

Your most affectinat mother, Brilliana Harley. 

Octo: 9, 1643. 
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Lbttehs from Sir Robert Harley, Lord Conway, Lady Vehe, 
THE Earx. and Countess of Westmorland, Edwaud Harley, 
AND Mary Harley. 

To Mr. EDWARD HARLGY, at Migdalcn Ilili in Oiford. 

Ned Harley — Comend my service to M' provost and IVP Rouse, and lett 
them know that I do receeve it as an honor to mee y" iiilentiona to set up 
niy armcB ici the coUedge. I will go (God willinge) send it to them. 

There iB another seruice which I have iuipartid to your worthy tutor, 
which if you like not, new counsailea shal he taken, for I would willingly 
shew myself, as time shall trie, and truth shall prove, and occasion shall 
rest contented, your obedient father. But, if otherwise or so, the horses 
shal be with you on Wednesday, the 1 Ith of the next month, that you may 
be heero the 14th ; and, if you hare taken the schoohnge so ftrr as that 
you have learned any rhetoricke, file your (ong, anil bestowe it all on your 
tutor to p'suade hym to come along with you. In which allompt if you 
foile, I may say you have spent your time and 1 ray money to small purpose, 
if your tutor hath not taught you to overcome hym at his owne weapon. 
Howsoevev, fac pertculum, use your skill, and if you prevayle, send rae 
word hy the next, and I will send a horse for the good tutor allso. The 
Lord in mercy sett and settle His holy feare in your beatt, then which no- 
tbinge can more iularge the joye of. 

Your most Wge father, Hn. Harley. 

Brt'pio: Cull; 18-° Mrit, Ilh19. 
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For Mr. EDWARD HARLEY, 
at Magd: Hall, in Oxon. 

Ned Harley — By my last I acquainted you of my purpose to send horses 
for you and your worthy tutor, if your logicke or rethoricke can prevayle 
with hym to honoure you heere with his presence, and my resolution hereby 
(God will'ge) to send them that they may arrive with you on the 1 1th of 
the next month. But if the tutors affaires stand calculated for an other 
meridian in the verticole point of this yeare, then let this berer, in his re- 
turne from London, bring mee a cleere imderstonding of it, and beseeche 
your good tutor to be the good genius for a schoolmaster heere. Remember, 
you haue set saile for heaven : let Ch: be your north starr. His holy word 
your card, and keepe your canvase pregnant with His feare, and upon ray 
life, you will make a happy voyage. In which hope I joye and rest, 

Your most affectionate father, Ro. Harlet. 

Bro*pto* Cast: 25» dbritf 1639. 



For my sonne Mr. EDWARD HARLEY, 
at Bropto Castle. 

Ned Harley — I canot advertise you any thhige of your chamber, but I 
intend to provide one for you as soone as I can. Whilst you are at Brop- 
ton lett no day pass sine linea. Walke as an example in love before your 
brothers and sisters, that they may honoure you next mee and your good 
mother. See the worship of God kept up in the familye, greeve not your 

heavenly Father by s ge ag** Hym. So you wilbe the joye of your 

earthly, Ro. Harley. 

Comend my love to your brothers and sisters, and to your cossin Smyth. 

Little Britlan, 18"o 86m, 1641. 



For NED HARLEY. 



Ned Harley — I thanke you for your lettre, which you will understande 
I hope to be an incouraget to write to mee. I am sorry for the sad acci • 
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ilcnt at Leyniwardine. It is fill that Pyner should th^" how to provide aa 
other tenant for the mille, and let hym cofeir with Thos. Davyes of Wtg- 
mire abotc the death of the man. 

Divide my blrasing betwiiene yourself and your brothers and sisters, and, 
it' you challenge a double parte, strive to walke worthy of your title to it, 

which you can never do, unless you feare all s e, which the Lord in 

mercye settle in your hrairt, that you may be the joye of your father. 

Ro. Haslbv. 

Com'' me to your cossin Smyth. 



LADV VERE to EDWARD HARLEY. 

Good Nephew — I am very aory to hear by yo' sistars Icter of ihi- 
weakn* in your arme. I am glad you ar in London, whear you may have 
the mcanes wich I pray God lo bles to you, and m'k vs to ae the mercy in 
(irescrveiug yo"" life with this mark of honor. I did writ lally to you 
about my sad buenis, it is lick to be very burdensom to me, for 1 shall not 
,t to do, if that plas faill me. My hope is in God, who will never 
foil them ihat ar Hie. I know you will not be wanting in any thing wherein 
you may be helpful] in the bueinea, wich I beleue you vnderstand bo well as 
whnt is to be done in it, and I know your fathers love and carp of 
lae. I hear not it that my nephew Tracy be come, and tell then 1 hear 
nothing can be don. God gcve me a good end of it, and menes to expres 
the senserity of my affections, wich shall never faill in lovcing and csteming 
you, and iu aproving myself, 

Yor roost faithfull true loving avnt, Mahv Verb. 



LORD CONWAY to COLONELL HARLOW. 

Nephew — 1 heare that you are returned lo London, hauing heard that 

your hurte in your arme did growworse^ when it was conceived it was in an 

eniate of melioration. I doubt that you comrae to London Ihat you may 

haue a good chirurgiou. 1 send thci*efurc tliis to enquire of your liiMltb, of 
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which I am very desirous, not onely bycause of your neereness to mcy 
which inciteth euery one to wish wele without other reason, but bycause 
that I thinke your health will not be ill bestowd on you : and it is very 
mutch wished to you by, 

Your most affectionat vnkle to seme you, 

Conway and Kilulla. 

Sion, Sep. 28. (1643 ?) 



The EARL of WESTMORLAND to COL. HARLEY. 

Cosen — Ther needs noe apollogising wher the inconsiderablenes of your 
mushrom frends and seruants heer ought and must guiue way to those sub- 
limer occations wherein you with many more heroes or worthyes are wrap. 
I wish I were but a hewer of wood or a water tanker in this great work 
begun of reformation, wherein y^ divel and wicked men cause yet soe many 
rubbs. But the vpper orbes are wise, and know what sphear is sutable to 
every p*portion of light. I am fixed in resolution, I assure you ; noe roam- 
ing, wandring plannet ; and therefore it may be, to weak sight may appeer a 
twinkler, though I was bom high and a gentleman, though not altogether 
Welch ; therefore must needs say, I contemn y* monster parety, soe much 
now seeks to domineer. I am sorry the treaty ends without beginning. 
The summer will be the hotter if God (who alone can) p'uent not. 

My wife is yet soe weak she sitts not vp, and therefore I thanke you for 
and from her, and wish you all happiness whither you goe. Resting euer, 

Your poor yet truely affectionat kinsman to serve you, 

Westmorland. 

My love and semice to y'^ good father. Doe not tel him that I am 
going afoot this morning to Mailing Lecture, least he conclude me a 
Puritan. 

Februar: 22. 
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The COUNTESS OF WESTMORLAND to COL. HARLEY. 

Deare Cousin — I here this aftemone that Hulle is beseged, and my 
Lord Fairfax and my brother in danger. Pray if you doe here any thing 
send me word, for I am very much troubled, and whether Beverley be taken 
by my Lord Nacastell : what news you hav, pray comunicat, and lay a 
farther obliggation one, 

Your affectionat cousin, M. Westmorland. 

Directed — " To my very much esteemed cousine, Coneranell Harlow.*' 



The EARL of WESTMORLAND to COL. EDWARD HARLEY. 

Cosen — Pray acquaint your father with what I was entertained with, all 
this day — ^heer coming one of the officers of Doner Castle with Sir Nicholas 
Miller to church, they dined with me and assure, that ther is a great plott 
discouered at Doner, which was to have seised on the castle upon Wensday 

last for the K without P . The gentleman tells me he saw the 

kinges com*ission for it, which, vpon search, they found in* a fether bed : it 
was directed to Captain Collins and others : some of them taken, and the 
maior there in hould. This Collins com*aunded the blockhouse iust vnder 
the castle in the dukes time, and had been easd of that charge sithence. I 
fear this will not sound well in times of treaty. But stil our God workes 
marvailously for vs : to who be praise. 

If your intents hould westward, let me know for Robins sake. 

Soe rests at your command, Westmorland. 

Mer: 10—23. (1644.) 

Directed — " For my cosin, Collonell Harley, 

at Westminster." 



The EARL of WESTMORLAND to COL. EDWARD HARLEY. 

Cos. Col. Ned — I take this opportunety again to thank you for that 
favour you did vs heer, which must not be forgotten. It seems the world 
is pregnant with mischiefs, soe that treaty and treachery are coupled, and 
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plotts generative begettiDg plotts. I was tCNild of the Dooer bosines that 
rooming I came out of toon, bat knew nothing to w^ now ; for 1 haue 
spoken with one who sawe the comlssion itself, which was directed to ooe 
Increse Collins, quondam captain of the blockhoos ther vnder the D. of R. 
and L. his gra. The partees appr^iended, as y* Maior of Dover, 
&c., were brought to Maidston and ther examined yesterday, from whence 
I beer they will send them vp. I strain to lode intelligence, that we may 
be refreshed with some by retnm from the Mint. My wife came from 
chnrch very ill on Christmas day, bat, God be praised ! is better now (a 
good condition for all the sex). Freedom bids me salute you with what I 
conceived vpon the coniunction of the two great planetts (which you may 
impart to Spencer, that great astronomer,) Christmas and Fast : — 

Qnondam feat* dies nanc jdniULDtibas spta, es, 
Ut quels noD protnot gandim, moesta inToit. 

A holy day I was : and am loe stilL 
For holy fa»tiog saues wher riotta kilL 

Soe rests, 

" Tuns dum sum," 

Westmorland. 

8i.Jhotd4ty(\644}), 

Directed — " To my loving cosen, Collonell Edward Harley, 

at Westminster." 



Col. HARLEY to his brother Thomas. 

Deare Brother — I have now exchanged the sweet country aire and sports 
for the dirt, fogs, and trouble of the city. The employment there, is to chase 
the pooro hare, or crafty fox ; heere, to pursue one another. The forest 
whence I came, hath not beasts more savage as we meete every day. The 
lustfull goat, fawning dog, greedy wolf range freely, and what is worst, 
every one abounds with these wild inhabitants, and want sagacity to pursue 
and courage to destroy them . If every private person would be an honest 
hunter, we should not complaine of so many Nimrods. If you have re- 
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covered, and can spare your watry hunter, I shall be very glad to receave 
him from you. The assurance of your health will be very wellcome to, 

Your most affectionate brother, 

Edw. Harley. 

Wefimitutery 6 Martii, 1650-1. 
For his deare Brother, 
Mr. Thomas Harley. 



ED. HARLEY to his fother. 

Sir — I trust the same mercy which conducted me safely hither hath com- 
fortably preserved you. If that confidence did not refresh me, this journey 
would be very sad ; but I dare not doubt the tender compassions of our 
heavenly Father to you, because 1 have alwaies experienced your tenderness 
to me. Thus, I beseech you, give me leave according to our Lord and 
Saviors precious logick to make some return for your fatherly love to me, 
with an assurance of an infinite Fatherly love to you. Sir, if our Lord God 
see it good to permitt Satan to discover his malice, be pleased to consider 
that your age and weakness, which encourage Satan to assault you : they 
doe much more assure you of victory, because all the retrenchments from 
your own ability to resist, doe place you more closely and imediately under 
the secure protection of the Lord of Hosts, who I doubt not will gra- 
ciously avenge you of your spirituall adversary ; will make His candle shine 
upon your head, and having sanctified all His dispensatins towards you, will 
fully assure you, that having given you His son, how shall He not with Him 
also freely give you all things. Thus humbly prayes he, who begs your 
blessing for. Sir, 

Your most obedient son, Edw. Harley. 

Birmiehem, Feb. 2, 1653-4. 

To his most honored father. 

Sir Robert Harley, Knt. of the Bath, 

at Ludlow, present these. 
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EDW. BARLEY to fail lather. 



Sir — I bless God for jour letter and for the tentiniony of His gxiodness 
to you, which I trust will be gracpousily continued and enlarged. I am not 
yet at a certainty whether I shall procure the money by tlie security of an 
aasignation of your statute to the Earle of Lincolne, or by a new statute, 
but 1 doubt Dot ft speedy dispatch, through Gods goodness. Wednesday 
last, the lord Protector rode in great state from Temple-bar to Grocers 
Hall. The lord Mayor rode bare, with the sword before him, and waa 
knighted by him af^r the banquet, and the sword the Protector did then 
weare, he bestowed upon the Mayor. The Recorder his speech I present 
to you, enclosed. I beseeche the Lord in mercy confimie your health, 
according to His abundant mercy, wliich is the prayer of him, that humbly 
begs your blessinge, and is. 



It obedient Son, 
Edw. Harlbt. 



ioHrfon, Old Batjlfj/.W Ffb. 1653-4. 

For the Itight Worshipfull 

Sir Robert Harley, Kt. of the Baihe, 

at Ludlow, Shropshyre. 



EDWARD HARLEY, on Ibe day of his marriage, to liil Falber, 

Sir — Although 1 have not heard since I parted from Ludlow concerning 
your health, I trust our gracious God continues jour health towards a 
further degree of confirmation and atreiigth. This day according to your 
leave, and by Gods mercy to me, I have consumaled this great aBaire 
heere, and mj dear heart and I joyn in humbly begging your blessing. 
The most part of the 3000/. will be iu a fewe daies at London. 1500/. of 
it is for Mt. Sherwjn. 1 desire to know whether Mr, Lacy shall have 
his moncj out of the remainder. My Lady Button is very desirous to 
have the joynture immediately settled, which I doubt cannot be wel-done 
before jou speak with Mr. Powys, who is now on the circuit ; therefore if 
please you, 1 Ihink vou may give ray lady satisfaction for the present, if 
you acknowledg a statut of 8O00/. to my Lady liuttoD, with a defcsance 
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that fou will settle a joynture within three or sit months of 500/. per an. 
This may be done at Luiltow ; and if you aprov it, I liesecch you that it mny 
be speedily dispatched hither. I think Mr. Davies of Wigmore can draw the 
defesance we!. My Lady Button is very dfsirus of a letter from you. She 
presents her service to you. When you think fit lo writ of any privat 
business, I think, Sir, it may be better, if yoii pleas, to mak use of my 
sister Stanleys penn. Sir, I beseech the Lord in mercy continne your 
health and enlarge all spiritual comforts to you. So prayes. Sir, 
Your most obedient son, 

Edward Harlev. 

Taviilock, Juiifl6, 1654. 

Sir — I Ijeseech you y' our maryag may be kept privat. 
To his moNt honored father. 
Sir rtobcrt Harley, Kt. of the Bathe, 
At Ludlow, present these. 



MARV BARLEY to her haabuid, Col. ED. HARLEY. 
Deare Heart — I was very ill on Saturday last, and not abrode till to day. 
The duty as you desierid of the fast wns this day performed, and the other 
of prayer every second Thursday shall be, if God pleas — it being your 
fathers command as welt as yours. Mr. Shilton tells mo Hurse cannot 
have either of the livings. I was forced to borrow money to paye Rutley 
15/, \2a ; and i must borrow aume and the rest in my gold must pay Mr. 
Sbiltons bill to Mr. Clo^e. The steward tells me none will be had. I 
know not what to doe for the house. I believe I miint be forced to Icve it, 
tho I should gladly do any service I am able. I have given your directions 
concerning the church to Mr. Davis, and lo the steward for to bring hayi 
which he thinks, as he tells me, very difficult alredy, and it will be impos- 
sible, by that time he hath done plowing : so he would have too of the 
coach horses sent to be kept at Brompton. My brother came well home 
last Sattiirday, but the coach brook at Eacham, and came not till yesterday. 
Sir llobert and all are well, but your ead (and in your absence, deare 

Unhappie, Makv Habi.ey. 

atp. 10. 
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Pray write to my mother — ^my service to my brother, with my prayers for 
his health. We prayed for his recovery, which we bop will be audaine. 
My brother presenla his love to you. If you write to my mother, and send 
the inclosed you'll doe a ^reat favour. My mother is grieved she heard not 



Dcare Brother — I thanke God I can give you the notice of the great 
mercy God hath pleased to vouchsafe us. Thursday, 5 Dec. between 7 
and 8 in the evening my wife was very well delivered of a lusty boy, who 
was next day baptized and bears my fathers name, and through mercy my 
brotlier wa^ recovered to so much strength as to be present. I desire you 
to joyn with us in thankitilnpaa for this great mercy. 

I desire to be comended to Mr. Hawes. Sir H. Lingen came not to 
town before this night. Monday morning, God willing, 1 shall sj>eak with 
him, and I hope secure both Mr. Hawea and some others from further 
troubles. I hope you have received before this time some letters I wrote 
since W. Iteynolds coming up, who brought all things safe. 

I pray God bless the children, who I hope will be glad of theyr new 
brother, for they shall be loved still ....... 

peice leg and thigh. My sister is much 

better in health than when she came up, I pray God be with you. 

I am your most affectinat brother, Edw, Harlev. 

Bok: SIrtel, Dte: 7, 1661. 

Directed — To the Worspl. Thomas Harley, Esq. at Bucknel. 

Leave tliiB with Mr. Edward Robinson, bookseller, at Ludlow. 
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as no doubt that taken by 
I which is preGKcd, in the 



The ProtcstatioD alluded to ia Letter cvi. 
the House of Commons 3rd Muy, 1641, 
Journala of that House, the following :— 

" A Preanabie, with the ProlestaUoo, mode by tiie whole House of Com- 
mons, the 3 of May 1G4I. and assented uuto, by the Lords of the 
Upper House, 4th of May. 

'■ We, the Koighta, Citizens, and BurgeBseH of theCommona House in Par- 
liament, finding, to the Grief of our Hearts, that the designs of the priests 
and Jesuits, and other Adherents to the See of Rome, huve of late more 
boldly one! frequently put in Praciice then formerly, to the Uudermining aud 
Danger of tlie Ruin of the true reformed Reli^ioa in his Majesty's Dominions 
established : and finding also, that there halh been, and having Cause to 
suspect there slill are, even during the Sitting of Parliament, Endeavours to 
-t the fundamental Laws at England nod /t-e/an(/,and to introduce the 
Exercise of an arbitrary and tyrannical Governiaeot, hy most pernicious and 
wicked Counsels, Plots, and Conspiracies : and ibat the long Intermission and 
unhappier Breach of Parliaments hath occasioned many illegal Taxations, 
wberenpoD the Subjects have been prosecuted and grieved : and that divers 
Innovations and Superstitions have been brought into the Church ; Multi- 
tudes driven out of his Majesty's Dominions ; Jealousies raised and fomented 
between the King and People ; a Popish Army levied in Ireland, and Two 
s brought into the Bowels of this Kingdom, to the Haiardof his Ma- 
jesty's Royal Person, the Consumplion of the Revenue of the Crown, and 
the Treasure of this Realm : and lastly, finding the great Causes of Jea- 
lousy, Endeavoutfi have been and are nsi'd, to bring the English Army 
MiaundersUndiiig of tins Parliament, thereby to incline that Army by 
Force to bring to pass those wickeit Counsels ; have therefore thought good 
to join ourselves in a Declaration of our united Affections and Resolutions ; 
■ud to make tliis eusuii^; Proteslulion : — 
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" I, A. B., do, in the Presence of Almighty God, promise, vow, and pro- J 
teBt, to nuunt^ and defend, as far as lawfully I may, with my Life, Pover, • 
and Estate, the true, reformed, Protestant Religion, expressed in the Doctrine 
of the Church of England, c^nst all Popery and Popish Innovations, and 
according to the Duty of my Allegiance to his Majesty's Royal Peraon, 
Honour, and Estate ; as also the Power and Privilege of Parliament, the 
lawful Rights and Liberties of the yubjects, and every Person that maketh 
this Protestation, in whatsoever he shall do, in the lawful Pursuance of the 
same i And to my Power, as far as lawfully I may, I will oppose and by- 
good Ways and Means endeavour to bring to condign Punishment all such 
aa shall, by Force, Practice, Counsel, Plots, Conspiracies, or otherwise, do i 
any thing to the contrary in this present Protestation contained. 

" And further, I shall, in all just and honourable Ways, endeavour to pre- I 
serve the Union and Peace betwixt the Three Kingdoms of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland; and neither for Hope, Fear, nor other Respect, shall J 
relinquish this Promise, Vow, and Protestation." 

This protestation was immediately taken by the ninjority of the HouM 
then assembled, and directions were sent into the country for its being 
taken by sheriffs, magistrates, and others. It was not until 20th January, 
1641-2, that Mr. Serjeant Wildo presented from his committee sitting at 
Grocers' Hall, the copy of a letter to be signed by the Speaker and sent to 
the several sheriffs of counties respectively, requiring " them and the jos- 
tices of the peace of the counties lo meet together in one plac 
possible they may, and then to take the protestation themselves ; and then, 
dispersing themselves into their several divisions, to call together the 
minister, the constables, churchwardens, and overseers of the poor of every 
parish, and tender unto them the protestation, to be taken in their presence 
and to desire them speedily to call together the inhabitants of thar several 
parishes, both householders and others, being eighteen years of age and 
upwards, and to tender unto them the same protestation, and to take the 
names both of those who took it and of those who refuse, and to return 
them to the knights and burgesses, &c." 

In consequence of this requirement, which was highly offensive to the 
gentry of Herefordshire, a declaration was got up and printed under the 
title of " The Declaration or Resolution of the County of Hereford :" 
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, which occur the following i 
moDs : — 



I tlie Journal of the House of Cor 
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" Die Veneru, 8' Julii, 1642. Pott meridiem. 

Proceedings of the House on the Besolution or Declaration 

OF THE County of Heiiefobd. 

" Ruolved, ^c— That the printed Paper intituled, ' The Declaration or 
Resolution of the County of Herefoide,' ihall be referred to the Committee 
for Printing : Who are to eit To-morrow at Two o'clock, in the Exchequer 
Chamber. 

" Reioleed, Ifc — That Hammon the Printer shall be forth- 

with summoned to attend this House, and be brought up in safe Custody. 

" Mr. Maddison was called in, and did aver that be, being at a Stationer's 
Shop, and reading a Pamphlet intituled, " The Declaration or Resolution of 
the County of Hereford," and saying, that this was a foul Scandal upon the 
Parliament, and that the Author of it deserved to be whipt; one Sir Will. 
Boteler told him, that he deserved to be whipt for saying so ; and that he 
would justify every Word in it : and that, by God he would slash him ; 
antl while be was talking with him, one Mr. Dutton, a Minister, came to 
him, and likewise said, that he deserved to he whipt ; and be asked. 
Wherefore? And he replied, For speaking Nonsense, and for saying it 
was a Libel. 

" Itetolved, — That Mr. Dutton, the minister, shall be forthwith com- 
mitted a Prisoner to the Gatehouse, there to remain ' during the Pleasure of 
the House, for carrying himself in a scornful Manner in the House, and 
for as much as in him lay, justifying the foulest and most scandalous 
Pamphlet that ever was r^ed or published against the Parliament. 

" Mr. Dutton was again called in ; and Mr. Speaker told him, that, by his 
carriage here towards [be House, one might well judge of bis Behaviour 
towards the Parliament out of the House : and that, as much as in him lay, 
he had justified one of the foulest and most scandalous hbcls that ever waa 
raised or published against the Parliament : and then the Speaker pro- 
nounced the sentence against bim aforesaid. 

" Ordered, — That Sir William Boteler's bail shall Iw; required to bring 
bim in to-raorrnw morning. 
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*' Same day. — Message from the Lord*, by Judge Foster and Judgal 
Mallet :— 

" That the Lords do desire n present Conference b^ Committee of bolb4 
Houses, concerning a Printed Paper intituled, ' A Declaration or Resolu>y^ 
tion of the County of Hereford,' 

" Answer relumed by the same mesHengers : — 

" That this House will give a present meeting, as is desired. 

" Sir William Lewii, Sir Rob. Harley, Sir John Evelyn are appointed I 
managers of this conference. 

"Two constables were called in, Who infomed the House, that they « 
sent by the Justices of the Sessions at Newgate with Two Persons that t> 
taken divulging the Printed Resolution of the County ol Hereforde. 

" The Men were called in, and confessed the same ; and that they bougliiV 
them of one Hamood. 

" Sir Rob. Barley reports, from the Conference bad with the Lord^ I 
That the Lords bad brought unto them a printed Paper, which is a si 
dalous and infamous Libel in the name of the county of Hereforde, and do I 
desire that this House will join with their Lordships in desiring the Knights 
that sen-e for that County to send down to know who in that County will I 
avow the same : And, if any do, that they shall be prosecuted to the utmMti | 
for setting forth such an infamous Libel. 

" Retolved, — That this is a most scandalous and infamous Paper. 

" Retolved, — That Jo. Hubbard and Evan Lewis shall he sent back to 
the Justices of Peace at the Sessions at Newgate, la be there proceeded 
against accordiog to Law, for publishing an intijmoiis and scandalous Libel* I 

" Ordered,— Tbat Sir Rob. Harley do briug into the House To-Morrow J 
Morning Two Letters he received from some of the Gentry of the County J 
of Hereforde. 

" Reiolved, — That Hamon the printer shall be sent for as a Delinquent. 

" 1 1 July. Ordered, — That Mr. Venables be sent for forthwith to attend 1 
the House, and that he be examined at the Committee appointed for tb» 1 
Defence of the Kingdom coni^erning the printed Paper of the ResolutiDB i 
of Hereford ; and that Sir Rob. Harley do attend that Committee with J 
those letters he bath received from some Gentlemen of the county of'l 
Hereforde. 
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" 20 July. Rt»ohed, — That upon the humble petition of Evan Lewis and 
Iticb. Hubbard, Prisoners in Newpite, by Order of this House, for selling 
about the Streets, a printed Paper, called ' the Reaolalion of the County of 
Hereford,' they be forthwith released from any further Restraint." 

The editor has been unable to find Huy copy of this declaration ; but 
among- Lady Frances Veruon Harcoutt'scDileclion, is the following paper, 
which embodies the views of Sir Wilm. Croft and others, who now more 
upeiily joined the King, and were shortly in arms against the Parliament. 



MS. endorsed, " Hereflbrd 1' 



Tire fBOTEaTAXlON. 

I beiugo herevnto required doe willingly and in the presence of 

Almighty God solemutly vow and protest as followeth : — 

1. That I beleeve noe power of pope or parliament can dejiose the 
soveroigne Lo. K, Charles, or absolve mee from my naturall allegiajice and 
obedience vntu his royall person and successors. 

2. That the two Howscs of Parliament without the King's consent hath 
noe authority to make lawes, or to bind and oblige the subject bj their 
ordinances. 

3. Wherefore I beleeve that the Earls of Essex and Manchester, Sir 
Tho. Fairfax, Sir Will. Waller, Coll. Massie. together with all such as 
already have or hereafter shall take vp ariues by authority and commissiou 
of the members of parliament of Westminster, pretendinge fo fight for 
Kinge and parliament, doe thereby liecome actuall rebells, and all such 
ought with their adherents and partakers lo be prosecuted and brought to 
condigne punishment. 

4. That myselfe will never beare amie^ in their qnarrcll : hut if 1 shal 
be thereunto called, will assist my soveraigne and his annyes in the defence 
of his royall person, crowne, and dignity, against all contrary fforces, vntu 
the vttermost of my skill and power, and with the hazard of my life and 
fTortunes, 

CAMD. SOC. 2 O 
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3. That I nill not discover the seirretta of IiIb Majeetyee armyes to tba 
rebelb, nor hold any correspondence or intelligence with them. And all 
desigues of theirs against our Boveraignes armycs, or for surprizeinge op 
deliveringe vppe the cittjes of Worcester or Hereford, or of nny other his 
Majestyea forts, I shall truly discover to whom it shall concernei bo soon 
as ever it comes unlo my knowledge. 

6. That his Majesties takeiage up of armes for the causes by himselfe 
so oft declared in print ia just and necesBary. 

7. That I will endeavour all I may to hinder all populai' tumults, rise- 
ingg, randevous, meetings, confederancies, and associations of the people, 
tawncs, hundreds, and countyes which are not warranted to assembly by his 
Majesties express commission, or by power derived from him or by vertue 
of his comissioDS, and in the sense he meaues it. 

8. I detest from my heart that scditioua and traylerous laic invented 
nationall covenant, and I promise never to take it. 

All these particular articles I vow and promise sincerely to observe 
without equivocation or mentall Tcservation. 
So helpo me God. 

I doe strictly enjoync, without exception, all commanders and souldyers, 
gentry, cittizeos, ffree-holders and others within the county and ciltye of 
Hereford to take this protestation, which is to be tendered vnto them by 
the High SheriSe and Comissioners of the county, assisted with such a 
divine as they shall make choice of to that purpose ; and that a scedule of 
their names who shall refuse to take the same is to be delivered vnto Sir 
William Bellendene, Comissary-Generall. 

C. R. 

(4-) 
The Hekepobo pKTirioN. 
Die Mercurii, ■l" May, 1642. JottmaU of the Home of Cotnmonii. 
The House being informed that divers Gentlemen of the County of Here- 
ford were at the Door, who desired to present a Petition to this House: 

They were called in ; and did present the same, and then they withdrew ; 
and their petition was read, — 

The which being dnne, they wt'rr iignin called in ; and Mr. Speaker, by 
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llie Command of the House, told them, tliat thia House finds their Petiliou 
lull of great ExpressioDs of Duly to his Majesty, and of Love and Rcspecla 

to this House and the Commonwealth, (for which Ihey give you Thanks,) 
and full of great Concerument to the Commonwealth ; which they command 
me to tell you, they will take into serious Consideration, so soon as may 



ind with 

The petition was as follows, here printed from n 
a Sir Robert Harley's handwriting 



inlpd paper, endorsed 



" HERKFOUDSHJHE PETITION, 1642." 

*■ To the honorable, the Knights, Cittizens, and Bvrgeases of the Com- 
mons Hovse assembled in Parliament. 

" The humble Petition of the High Sheriffc iind divers of the Gentrey, 
Ministers, Freeholders, and Inhabitants of the county of Hereford. 
" Moat humbly shewsth, 
" That with all thankfulnesse we acknowledge those many and great 
Blessings we have already received through God'fl mercy, the favour of our 
Orations Soveraigne, the Wiadome, Councell, Sollicilation, and unwearied 
Paines and Patience of this Honorable Assembly, for the preservation of the 
Priviledges of Parliament, and liberties of the Subject, the removing of 
many of these Obslruetions which hindred jour good endevours ; your 
siealous furthering of bleeding IrelaniTt Reliefe, earnest desire of disarm- 
ing Papists, and securing of their persons ; your prudent care in disposing 
the Militia, Navie, and places of [raportance of this Kingdomc to snch per- 
sons of Trust as may (by God's blessing) give assurance of safetie to ihc 
King's Royall person, and good subjects of all his Majesties Dominions : 
your Pious Care to settle a Government in ihe Church according to the 
Word of God, your godly desires lo prevent the Prophaning of the Lord's 
day ; To take awny pluralities and Nan RexidenU, and your xeale to provide 
Preaching Ministerie throughout the Kingdome, whereof this County stands 
in great neede, it now abounding with insufBcieni, Idle, and Scandalous 
Ministers, whereby the people generally are continued in Ignorance, Super- 
stition, and prophanenesse, and are ready to become a prey to popish sudu- 
ccrs, which Idolatrous profession hath of latt yeares with much boldnesse 
appeared in this County : And wheras one of our cheife Commodities is 
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the Native Wooll of this County, the price whereof is much fallen through 
the excessive importation of Spanish woolls, to our great impoverishing. 

May it therefore please this Honorable House to continue your Pru- 
dence and Pious intentions and indeavours in all the Premisses not yeti 
Accomplished^ to hasten the speedy releife of Distressed and Gasping Ire- 
land, To remove evill Councellors, To take away the Votes of Popish 
Lords, Speedily to disarms the Papists, To settle a Godly and Learned 
Ministery, and to restraine the excessive Importation of Spanish WoolL 

And wee shall he ready with chearefulnesse to contribute all possible 
Assistance our Prayers, lives, and livelyhoods may afford for the defence 
of his Maiesties JRoyall person, this Honorable Houses and (he pre- 
servation of the priviledges of Parliament. 

London, Printed for John Francke, 1642. 



No. III. 

(1.) 

Letter from Dr. Nathaniel Wright to Sir Robert Harley. 

To bis much honoured friend SIR ROBERT HARLEY, Koight of the Most 
Noble Order of the Bathe, present these in Westminster. 

Sr — If you can conveniently spare it, I desire that favour from you as 
to furnish me with the remainder of that mony which I disbursed for our 
Brompton soldiers in distresse. The account I left with you, and if you 
please to satisfye my request herein, this bearer (my brother-in-law) will 
convey it to me at his retume into these parts, which will be speedy. Were 
not my condition such as to enforse me to call upon you, I had much rather 
be silent, then sollicite you in this nature. I shall not need relate my wants, 
nor yet tell you of my sufferings : the last you in some measure know, and 
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the former I sufficiently feele. I beseeche you pardon thia freedome of ex- 
pression, and accept of the humble tender of mine and my wifes love and 
service to yourself and yours, from him who is in all conditions, Sr, 

Your most affectionate and most humble servant, 

Nath: Wright. 
Sahp^ 9brii 10, 

M5. 



(2.) 

Memorandum of Rents paid by Sir Robert Harley. 1639. 



1639. 



(In Sir Robert Harley's handwriting.) 
Rents yearly payd by mee. 



1 . To y® kg for Kgsland 

2. To y* kg for Wigraore parkc 

3. To y® kg for Bucton, &c. . 

4. To my Lo. Craven for Leintwarde 

5. To my Lo. Craven for Mock tree 

6. To y* kg for Burrington 

7. To Sr Ro. Howard for Bucknill 

8. To hym for the forrest, &c. 

9. To Sr Wm Croft for my chiefe rent for 

10. To y* bishop for Wigmore teithe 

1 1 . To hym for Leynthall Starks 

12. To hym for Bucton 

13. To my Lady Wake . 



Eyton 



£ 


«. 


d. 


85 


16 


00 


02 


02 


00 


00 


14 


04 


36 


00 


00 


84 


15 


00 


21 


10 


Hi 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


05 


14 


00 


03 


06 


08 


04 


04 


00 


03 


06 


00 



247 08 1 li 
200 00 00 



447 08 Hi 



(8.) 
iSEs SUSTAINED BY Sir Robi 



A particular of what loss my master, Sir Robert Harley, hath suBtAUted 
by the enemy in the county of Hereford since these war*. 

£ «. d. 

Imp. — The stock of cattle of all iorts at . . 940 

The loss of ^1500 per annum for 3 years . . 4500 

The castle itself being utterly mined , . . 3000 
All the rich fijmiture and household goods belong-ing 

\a the castle 2500 

Two mills, with brew-liouaes and stalls and other out- 
houses, together with corn and hay, valued at . 950 

A study of books, valued at 200 

Two parks wholly laid open aud destroyed . . 500 
Timber and other wood cut down and destroyed, 

valued at 300 

Destroyed at least 500 deer. 

Destroyed more in com at least . . . . 100 

12,y90 

Saml. Sheltom. 
This was brought to Westminster by Wm. Uayley. 
the 23rd July, 1646. 



(*■) 
Rents paid to the Kino by Sib Robert Harlev. 
Endoi-ied — '■ Rents paid to the King by Sr Robert Harley." 

Sr Robert Harleys estate in Herefordshire wiis from aimo 164^ till 



May 1646, vuder the power of the Kings i 



uldier 
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Aprill 16th, 1642. — The halfe years rent for Kingsland, Burrington, 
and Wigmore Parke was paid to Mr. William Geears, then receiver. 

Aprill 11th, 1643? — The whole years rent was paid to Mr. Gervase 
Blackwall, receiver. 

Octob. 16, 1643, was paid the halfe years rent to the said Mr. Blackwall. 



No. IV. 

(1) 

Letter 12 Aug. 1647, Signed, Denzell Holles, Walter Long, 
Will. Lewis, Jo. Clotworthy, William Waller, Ph. Sta- 
piLTON, A nth. Nicoll, TO Edwd. Harley. 

Noble Sr — The place where you lodge and the necessity of our priuacy 
have denied vs of the opportunity of visitinge you, which wee have very 
much desired. Wee haue now gotten our passes to trauell, and beinge as 
carefull of you as of our selves, haue procured yours also, which wee send 
you heere inclosed. Wee iutend to goe away speedily, and the most of vs 
into the Low Countryes, from whence wee shall (God willinge) giue you 
notice in what place wee shall stay. Sr, wee hartily pray for your health, 
and much desire the happinesse of your company, as a person of soe much 
honnor and worth, that wee have a very greate obligation vpon vs to be for 
euer, Sr, 

Your very affectionate freinds and humble seruants, 
(Signed) 

William Waller. Will. Lewis. Denzell Holles. 

Ph. Stapilton. Jo. Clotworthy. Walter Long. 

Anth: Nicoll. 

19M of Aug, 1647. 

Endorsed—'' From the 11." 
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« Lesthall, (U Aitq. 1647) f 



Endorted — " My pass to travel for sis montha," 

By Tertue of an order off the Howse of Commons, These are to will 
and require you to suffer the bearer hearoff, Colloncll Edward Harley, n 
member of the Howse of Commons, w"> his servants and twoe horses, to 
ship hiniselfe in any port w*''in this kingdom to goe beyond the sea ; 
heroff yuu may not fayle, a^ y" «ill answer the contrary at your utmost 
perills. Dated y" 1 lib of August, 1647. This pass lo continue for the 
space off six monthea, to be accounted from y' date of y" a'' order. 
(Signed) Wm. Lenthall, 

Speaker. 
To all comauuderg, officers and soldiers, both 
by sea and lard, and to all othern whom 
these may a 



The Photestation at the King's Head, 12 Dec. Iti48, 

Endorted — " Protestation at the King's Head, Stc" 

Wee whose names are hereunto subscribed, being members of the House 
of Comons and free men of England, doe hereby declare before God, 
and angells, and men, that the general and ofGcers of the armye, being 
rayned by authority of Pit, and for defence and mayntenance of the 
priviledges therof, have not, nor ought to have, any powr or jurisdiction 
to apprehend, secure, detaine, imprison, or remove or psons fro place 
to place, by any color or authority whatsoever, nor yet lo question or trye 
us or any of us by martiall lawe or otherwise, fur any offence or crime 
whatsoever which can or aliall be objected or apprehended against vs. And 
that the present imprisoument and removall of or psons is a high viola- 
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tion of the rights and priviledges of Pit, and of the fundamental lawes 
of y^ land, and a higher vsurpation and exercise of an arbitrary and 
unlawful power than hath been heretofore appended to, or attempted by, 
this or any King [or] other Power whatsoever within these realmes« Not- 
standing w** we and every of us doe declare our readynes to submit o^selves 
to y*^ legall tryall of a free Pit for any cryme or misdemeanour that can 
or shall be objected ag^^ us. In wittness whereof we have hereunto sub- 
scribed o' names y« 12th of lO^""'*, 1648. 

( Signed) 

£dw. Massie. William Waller. 

Lio. Copley. John Clotworthy. 

Att the Kinsr's Head in the Strand. 



No. VI. 

(1.) 

Letter from Major Winthrop to Colonel Harley and 

Major Harley, 3 Aug. 1650. 

To my boiioured ffrieods Col. HARLOWE and Major HARLOWE these preseot. 

Gentlemen — I have received some commands from the Commissioners 
for the militia of this countye concerning yourselves, grounded (as I be- 
lieve) upon some information of your disaffection to this present govern- 
ment, and therefore that I should send for you to my quarters at Leomin- 
ster ; but I shall only at present lett you know that they expect you should 
appear before them at Hereford, on Tuesday next, and so I remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your friend and servant, 
(Signed) S. Winthrop. 

Leominster, 3 Auffusi, 1650. 
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Letteh prom Colonel Haeley to Major Wisthrof, •] 
CdIoreI HARLEY to Major WINTHROP. 

Sir — I received by this bearer a letter from yon dated tbia ^y, and 
directed to myself and my brother Major Harley (who hath been gone 
out of this country now four days), in which you express that you have 
received some commands, grounded as you believe ujion information of our 
disaffection to ihe present govemment, from the commissioners of the 
militia, to send for us to your quarters at Leominster, where for the present 
you are, and let us know that the commissioners expect our appearance ' 
before them at Hereford, on Tuesday next. 

Sir — After giving you thanks for your civility, I must take liberty some- 
thing to wonder, that the commisaionerij for the militia should in such 
manner summon myself and brother, who are members of Parliament, who 
have from the beginning of the lale unhappy troubles constantly and 
faithfully served the Parliament, and I ara sure cannot be justly taxed with 
the least disaffection to it. If our coming into this country, our birth- 
place, and where God hath disposed the means of our Uvelyhood, be ill 
interpreted, it is without reason ; for, I assure you, no design brought me 
hither, but the dispatch of some necessary occasions, concerning my 
father's estate, which being once dispatched, I shall, God willing, retume 
to London. This being all my business in these parts, I hope that liberty 
which is not denied to those who have been in armes against the Parlia- 
ment, shall not be grudged to us who have lost our blood and suffered so 
much for the Parliament. But if this, which is nothing but the truth, do 
not satisfy you, 1 will, if please God, visit you on Monday next at 
Leominster. 



(3.) 
5 Promise 



Endorsed — 
1650." 



t Hereford, August 10, 
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" For ten years space after this, I was not permitted any residence in 
Herefordshire. E. H." 

I will, hy the help of God, if my life and health permitt, be at my 
father's house in Westminster, Saturday August 18, 1650, and continue 
there until the 1st day of September next following. 

In witness whereunto 1 have put my band this tenth day of August, 1650* 

Edw. Harley. 

(4.) 

Pass from Wroth Rogers to Colonel Harley to travel from 

Hereford to London. 10 Aug. 1650. 

Endorsed — " Pass from Wroth Rogers when I was disarmed and im- 
prisoned. August 10, 1650. E. H." 

These are to desire all officers and soldiers, and all others whom it may 
concern, to permitt and suffer the bearer hereof, Collonell Edward Harley, 
with his three servants and fower horses, quietly to pass from the cittee of 
Hereford unto the cittee of London, w^^out any trouble or molestation, bee 
acting nothing prejudiciall to the commonwealth. 

Given under my hand this 10th day of August, 1650. 

(Signed) Wroth Rogers. 

(5.) 

Sir Robert Harley to Sir Henry Vane, with Sir Henry Vane's 
Reply, and a Letter from Sir Robert to Edward Harley, 
on one sheet. 20 Aug. 1650. 

Sir ROBERT HARLEY to Sir HENRY VANE. 

Sr — This waits on you to receave the further manifestation of y' 
good favour towards, Sr, 

Your affectionat friend and humble servant, 

Ro. Harley. 

Weilmintter, Aug. 20M, 1650. 
Directed — To his honorable friend, 
Sr Henry Vane, Kt. 
at Whitehall. 
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Below which is returned, on the same paper: — 

S"" — I have enquired into your busines, and finde that your sons are under 
greete suspecion and not like to be removed suddenly from thence, unlesse 
there be some more urgent occasion for it then yet appears, and I do per- 
ceave that the matter depending now as it does before the counsell, they 
will expect addresses to be made to themselves in this affair ; so rests, 

Your affectionate freend and humble servant, 

H. Vane. 
On the same sheet : — 

Ned Harley — The enclosed will tell you what I haue done upon the 
news of both your brothers being confined in Bristol. 1 pray you quitt 
Herefordshire as soone as you can, and the Lord blessc you and return 
you with safety to your most loving father. 

Ilo. Harley. 

Westmiruter, Aug. 20, 1650. 



(6.) 

Mr. Robert Harley to his Brother, from Bristol Castle. 

9 Nov. 1650. 

Major ROBERT HARLEY to his Brother THOMAS. 

Deare Brother — I have receaved yours by my footman with Mr. Watts 
receipt and counsell of states letter, for doing the . . . the . . . 
1 am not . . . but to gctt surety s is the difficulty, I being not as yett 
prepared. 

My love to my brother and sisters, and humble duty to my father : by 
the next you will hearc of my continuance here or remouve, that, if please 
God, wee may see one another. 

Your most affect ionat, 

Ro. Harley. 

BrUtoll Cattell, 9 Novr. 1650. 
For Mr. Thos. Harley, 
at Sir Robert Harleys house, 
Tuttle Street, Westminster. 
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No. VII. 



(>•) 



Letter from Edward Harley to the Master and Fellows of 

Caius Coll. 14 Dec. 1658. 

EDWARD HARLEY to the Reverend and Worthy the Master and Fellowes of 
Gonvil and Caius Culltdg in Cnmbridg — present these. 

Reverend and Worthy — The leas of the rectory of Folden in Norfolk, 
granted by your society to my wifes mother, the Lady Button, and by her 
death accrewing to us, wee desire in Gods fear, so far as lies in us, to 
restore that portion of the Lords to the seruice of the Lord. We would 
choos silently to discharge this duty ; but we hope God will inclin the 
hearts of so worthy a school of the prophets, both to place a godly and 
lemed pastor at Folden, now voyd, and to perpctuat that mayntenance 
which I can only perform for a few years. In order to which we are 
willing to resign our leas upon these terms, — viz. That you wil promis 
under your hands to joyn your best endevors with ours, that assoon as 
may be, by act of Parlement, the profits of the rectory of Folden sur- 
mounting your rent reserued upon our leas, may be vnited to the vicarag, 
and settled for ever upon the incumbent minister at Folden ; that until 
this vnion be effected, according to law, you will renew the leas for twenty- 
and one years future, either to myself or some other person of responsible 
estat and integrity, only in trust and for the use and benefit of the minister 
of Folden for the time being, which leassee shal also giv bond of 500 lb. 
penalty not to conuert the profits aforsaid to any other use then is ex- 
pressed. 

Concerning the next incumbent, I beseech you accept my thanks for 
your curteous offer by Mr. Naylor, of the nommation, of which favor I 
shall only desire this, that before you confer your presentation, the person 
may be aproved by my reverend friend Dr. Tuckney. I understand the 
benefit of my leas will augment the mayntenance to 100 lb. yearly, which 
wil be a comfortable subsistence for an able divine. To such an one I 
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beseech God direct your choice, and bles your society, to send forth many 
faithful laborers into the vineyard of the Lord, who from theuce may be 
transplanted to shine as the stars for ever. Thus prays 

Your most assured friend to serve you, 

Edw. Harlby. 

Decemb. 14, 1658. 

(2.) 

Letter to Dr. Tuckney, Master of St. John^s College 

Cambridge. 

EDWARD HARLEY to the Reverend Dr. TUCKNEY, Master of St. John's 
CoUedg, and Regias Professor of Divinity in Cambridg, present these. 

Reverend S' — Whereas the Master and Fellowes of Caius Colledg have 
pleased in contemplation of some interest I hau in the impropriat rectory 
of Folden in Norfolk, to ofibr me the nomination of the next incumbent, 
now voyd, and in the coUedges gift, of which favor I have only thus far 
accepted, to desire that the person the college intend to present may be 
first aproved by yourself, whom I beseech to be wel assured, that the person 
you shall approv, be orthodox in doctrin and disciplin, and of a godly 
conversation. Your acquaintance with my dear father, who is with God, 
encorages me in this boldness to trouble you, as your known worth gives 
me confidence to entrust you. I shai be most glad of any occasion to pre- 
sent you a thankful return from, S**, 

Your very faithful friend and servant, E. H. 

Tauftlok in Devon f Decemb: 14, 1658. 

(3.) 

Memorandum Signed by the Master and Fellows of Caius 
College, relative to the Living of Folden in Norfolk. 

Endorsed — " Caius Colledge, concerning Ffolden." 

July 2, 1662. 

Whereas the vicarage of Ffoulden in the county of Norfolk is of so 
small value, that it is not a competent maintenance for a minister, We, 
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the master and ffellows of Gonvil and Caius College (the undoubted 
patrons of the said vicarage), being desirous to add all possible encourage* 
ment to the future incumbent of the said vicarage, have jointly and vnani* 
mously ordered and decreed the day and yere above written, that for the 
future the rectorie impropriate in Ffoulden aforesaid, belonging to the said 
college, shall be perpetually annexed to the said vicarage, and that the 
vicars thereof successively shall enjoy the same during their residence there^ 

without payment of any ffiue or income paying to the said 

college the ancient usually reserved rents. In witnesse whereof, we, the 
said master and ffellowes have subscribed our names, this Srd day of July, 
in the year of our Lord 1662. 

Will. Adamson. Rob. Brady, Mr. or Keeper. 

Jo. Felton. William Blanke, y® Prd: 

Jo. Robinson. John Gostlin. 

Jo. Ellys. Henry Jenkes. 

William Lyng. 
Ed. Gelsthorp. 
WiL. Nailor. 
. Thruston 



No. VIII. 

Order in Council for the Apprehension of Major Robert 

Harley. Signed He. Laurence. 28 Dec. 1658. 
Endorsed — " Copy of an Order of the Council of State for the appre- 
hending Major Robert Harley. December 28", 1658. 
" By Richard Cromwel, (called) Protector. 

*< He was apprehended at Kynsham Court, at Mr. Thomas Blayneys. 
January, 1658-9." 

In pursuance of an order of his Highnes and the Councell of the date 
hereof. These are to will and require you, immediately upon sight hereof, to 
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repaire unto ihe lodj^ngs of Major Rohort Hsriowe, or unto any other place 
or places where you shall understand the said Major Robert Harlow to be, 
and him the said Major Harlow to apprehend, and in safe eiiitody to bring 
before the Councell to answer such matters as shall be objected against him. 
And all mayors, sheriffes, justices of the peace, constables, and other officers 
are required to be aiding and assisting in the due execution of the pre- 
inlsea; and for so doing this shal be your sufficient warrant. Given at 
Whitehall this 28th of December, 1658. 

Signed in the name and by order of his Highnes and the Councell. 
(Signed) He.l.AwnBNCE, 

Presdt. 
To Edward Dendy. Esq. S" 
at Amies, or to his deputy 
or deputies. 



Clarendon. 12 Dec. 16fi5. 

May it please your Lordship — 1 humbly address this to wipe off 
that breath would intercept the clearness of your Lordship's favor, 
wherein (in that degree became me) I thought myself happy. My Lord 
Bishop of Hereford since his return from Parliament told me that your 
Lordship had acquainted him you had received some late informations 
concerning mp, as if I were not well affected, neither to the church nor 
stale, and that 1 countenanced factious persons. Particular instances or 
proofs of this general accusation my Lord Bishop did not mention to me. 
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and if such wpre given lo your Lordship, I iloubl nol most clearly lo (lie- 
prove or refute them. 

I «bull therefore (after moat humble thiLuks for the notice yutir Lordship 
hath pleased thus lo give me, wherein I hope I mistake not vour favors 
towards me) beg leave to rectifye myeelf before your Lordship. 

As for my reUgion, I thank God 1 can truly say I have no opinion but 
what is consonant to the Catholic failh and the doctrines of the Church of 
England, but what I have learned out of the Scriptures and the writings 
of the ancient fathers ; accordingly, through God's help, I endeavour to 
lead my life, which, to clear me from all suspicion of schism, hath not only 
the present and sufficient eridenci-s of a constant and reverend uttendaiice 
upon divine service, but iu times of danger bad the testimony of many 
hazards, and expences in behalf of reverend persoue of the church. I could 
say more, but I forbear, least I speak like a fool. .My Lord, I wonder nut that 
I am now reported to be a countenancer of factious persons, for 1 well re- 
member when 1 served his Majesty in Dunkirk, it was commonly said, that 
the chaplains I brought into garrison were factious persons. But the truth 
was, I discarded the factious, and introducetl learned and pious persona, who 
art' DOW, one of them a prelate, the others, reverend divines in the church, 
I can now also truly averr, that 1 have not countenanced any factious per- 
sons, nor have such persons resorted to me, nor hath there been in my 
family any factious or unlawful meetiug. 

As for my affection to his Majesty's service, it is now twenty years 
since, upon that account I bate constantly lost, done, and suffered : and in 
order to his Majesty'n happy restoration I did. without (he vanity of com- 
parison, employ all the poor ability of my estate and person. My Lord, 
what I did then, I did out of duty — I had not any other design. My Lord 
General knew how unwilhngly 1 undertook the command of Dunkirk. In 
that employment, I thank God, I served his Majesty with all fidelity and 
affection, and with as much devotion as ever ray life is always at his Ma- 
jesty's service. 

In the be^nniit^ of July, I was visited extreamly with the gout id both 
ray legs, from which nfflictioa I have not bpen wholly freo for ten days 
space, that kept me from attending my duty in Parliament. But in this 
part of the country, where 1 reside, I can truly affirm the King's service, 
in all respects, hath been diligently and faithfully managed. 

L'A.MI). sue. 2 1 
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My Lord Bishop * told me that the like information was brought to your 
Lordship, concerning my brother Thomas as concerning myself. As for 
him, though I had not sooner opportunity to signifye, I had a most grateful 
sense of your Lordship's favor in making him a Master in Chancery. He 
doth most humbly profess the like, and what I have alleadged for myself, I 
can do the same for him ; that both his religion and loyalty are most affec- 
tionately orthodox and sincere. Having said thus much, I beseech I may 
add the tender of most humble service to your Lordship from my brother 
Robert, who still remains with me in a very weak condition. I hope your 
Lordship will vouchsafe credit to these lines of truth, in behalf of a poor 
family, which hath not deserved ill, I am confident, of those who have mis- 
represented us. I heartily forgive all the injury, except the necessity of so 
long a trouble to your Lordship, from, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient, most humble servant, 

E. Harlbv. 

Brompton Brian ^ Dec, 12, 1665. 



(2.) 

Letter from the Lord Chancellor to Sir Edward Harley. 

18 Dec. 1665. 

Sir — Though I am very glad always to hear from you, yet I am veiy 
sorry that you had such an occasion to give yourself the trouble of writing 
to me the 12th of this month, when it seems you thought my friendship 
was lessened towards you. I make no doubt but I might say any thing to 
my Lord Bishop, which his Lordship sayth I did say to him ; and that he 
meant no ill, either to you or me in the representation ; but I do as well 
know that I have received no late informations concerning you which made 
the least impression on me to your prejudice. 1 know too well the humours 
of this age, and how frankly they speak of things and persons, according as 
they like or dislike, and I do in some degree know the temper of Hereford- 
shire ; and, if any information had about that time been given to me, to 
your prejudice, it is very probable I might communicate it to my Lord 

♦ Dr. Herbert Crolt. 
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Bishop, to receive his good testimony of you, without the least doubt of 
your sincerity either to church or state, which in truth I never had, since I 
was acquainted with you, and upon my conscience the king is well satisfied 
in both. Truely, I cannot remember that ever any body spoke to me to the 
disadvantage of your brother Thomas, and therefore I must confess to you, 
I was in some amazement when I read your letter. You will give better 
reason to be ill thought of, than you have yet done, if you are much troubled 
with the licence men take of talking, of whom they please, and what they 
please. It is an even lay that they who are bold with you one day, will be 
as bold with the king himself another day. I pray be confident, when I 
have any thing that makes your affections worthy to be questioned, I will 
let you know it, and receive your answer. I am heartily sorry poor Robin 
continues still weak. I pray commend me to him, and believe, that you 
shall always find me to be, 

Good Sir Edward, 

Your affectionat, humble servant. 

Clarendon, Chancellor. 
For S' Edward Harley, Knight of 
the Bath, at Brompton Brian, in 
Herefordshire. [Per Ludlow post.] 

St, JohfCt Colledg€j IS^ December, 1665. 



(3.) 

Letter from Sir Edward Harley to the Lord Chancellor. 

28 Jan. 1665-6. 

I presume too much, to offer to your Lordship the trouble of reading so 
many lines of no better subject than myself. I see, it is too true, that it is 
very difficult to undertake one's own cause, without committing great faults. 
Of one I am extremely sensible — that I have occasioned your Lordship the 
pains of answering my humble paper. I beg your pardon in all sincerity, 
yet I cannot but reckon it a happy fault, by which I am possessed of so 
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many noble expressions of your Lordship's goodness and kindness, as your 
lines bestow upon me. 

I have many reasons to believe my Lord Bishop's friendship to mey and 
specially because he hath several times related to me your Lordship's 
fovourable discourse to him of me ; but when I shall have the honor to wait 
on your Lordship, I shall, with your leave, make appear what I said on 
my own behalf was not altogether without cause. Though your Lord- 
ship be all ways above the endeavour, be pleased to accept the affection 
that devotes me, my I^rd, 

Your Lordship's most obedient, roost humble servant, 

E. Harley. 

lirompton Brian, January 28, 1665-6. 

To my Lord Chancellor Clarendon, &c. 



No. X. 



Extract from a Letter of Robert Harley, Esq. to his Father, 
14 March, 1699-1700, relative to Dunkirk. 

Lord Clarendon's memoirs are coming out. There are some letters, he, 
confirmed by Sir Stephen Fox, that General Monk agreed to and pressed 
the gelling Dunkirk, becausr* Sir Edward Harley was turned out. An 
account of that and E. Macclesfield's proposal would be very acceptable. 
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(2.) 

Sir EDWARD BARLEY'S Answer, dnted 19 March, fffj, wrote in 

my aant Harley's hand. 

I shall be very glad to see the memoirs you mention ; but, as concerning 
your friend, once at Dunkirk, the sura of what he can say concerning him- 
self is summed up in the 90th Psalm : — *' We spend our years like a tale 
that is told." If the Lord please to spare his poor worm, an account shall 
be endeavoured for you, concerning that affair. What you mention con- 
cerning the Earl of Macclesfield's offer of 10,000/. ; it is what many wit- 
nesses in several places, and upon several occasions, have heard his Lordship 
fully express, with undeserved regard and kindness, to the then governor of 
Dunkirk. What is said to be spoke by the Lord General Monk in rela- 
tion to Colonel Harley and Dunkirk, hath many attestations, but it is hoped 
that, without mistake, it may be averred that the Earl of Montague was 
told by King Charles that he would not have parted with Dunkirk, if he 
could have been permitted to retain Colonel Harley in that post, which he 
would have preserved for his Majesty without extraordinary charge ; but, 
said the king, 'M am continually disturbed because he is represented to be 
a notorious Presbyterian/* I shall not at this time add more upon that 
subject. I would be glad, if the Lord sees good, to represent to you that 
full scene. 



No. XL 



Sir WILLIAM GREGORY to Sir EDWARD HARLEY. 

Sir — Being sensible of the greate love that was betwene my Lord Scuda- 
iiiore and vourselfe, it makes me thinke it a necessary duty in me, to 
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acquaint you of the time mteaded for bis Lordship's intennent, that soe, if 
year health and occations will permitt, joa may, if yoa please, perfonne 
your last civility to his Lordship's body, by accompaoyiDg it to the gnve, 
wherein, 1 opine, it will be layed upon Thursday, the 8th of June, at Home 
l^acy church. We shall come that morning from Gloucester, and therefore 
I believe the funerall will not be, till about two of the clock. Sir, I begg 
your pardon for this trouble, and for my haste in it, but I have time only 
to subscribe my selfe, 

Your most faithfull and humble servant, W. Grbgort. 

Grays Inn, ttU: Maij^ 1671. 



No. XII. 

Sir Edward Harlet*8 Retrospect of his Life on entering 

HIS Fiftieth Year. 21 Oct. 1673. 

I was bom at Brompton Castle, 21st Oct. 1624. 

I am now, through divine long suffering, at Brompton Brian, 49 years 
old. 

O Lord ! in thy hand is the breath of all mankind, and it is only God 
who holdcth our poul in life. But in most special manner I ought to praise 
my God, who preserved me from abortion at Burton-under-the-Hill. In 
this place, this day gave the light of life to poor clay, and for forty-nine 
years thou hast granted me life and favour, and thy visitation hath pre- 
served my spirit. Lord, thou hast granted me life in the deliverances of 
life : when a child, from the chin-cough, measles, small>pox twice, and danger 
of drowning in the moat ; when a man, from many perils in the wars, parti- 
cularly when my horse was shot, wheii my arm was hurt, when a muskett- 
buUett, levelled at my heart, was bent flat against my armour, not reckoned 
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of such proof, without any hanu to myself. Many dangerous falls on 
horseback I have had, specially when I was wonderfully preserved, my 
horse stumbling and falling into a dilch near Orleton, in frosty uedtlier, but 
was never by any fall much hurt. I have often been preserved in journeys 
and voyages from thieves ; from waters, specially in a dang;erons passage 
once at Newnham. Many times 1 crossed the sea between England and 
Mfludcrs, allwaja safely ; though once, in n great storm, constrained to lye 
at anchor 36 hours over against Graveling, 1661. 1 was delivered from 
the mulitious accusation of the army, 1647, and my (iod made my spet'ch 
in my defence in Parliamect acceptable. That year I was preserved from 
the plague, of which my servant died, and at the same time recovered from 
a dimgerous pestilential fever. In lfi49 1 had a long lingering distemper, 
which endtid in a violent sickness with vonuUng and purging at Wigmore i 
but, though the chastening was sore and deserved, 1 was nut given over to 
death, but God restored me to health. Aftei'ward I wa« pri'served from 
the cruelty of that power which put to death holy Mr. Love. In 1654 1 
was recovered from a grievous ague, which had seized me in Devonshire. 
Some years 1 was visited with the gout, but through mercy the fits have 
been short, and my limbs restored to me; and now for above two years 1 
have not beeu disabled with that disease. In 1640 God was pleased, with 
a fatherly wisdom and goodness, to visit me with a rupture, by which 1 was 
for many veara kept humble and from many temptations. I used often 
many medicines and remedies prescribed by pliysitlans and chirurgions, but 
without effect, yet after it had been upon me more than twenty years, it 
pleaded God to heal thcit breach upon me, without the use of any remedy 
whatsoever, so that I have been perfectly well for several years. This is 
a most bountiful favour. Lord ! heal my soul of all vain desires, and 
accept my strength to serve the God of my life. O I let me never forget 
this signal! blessing. Teach me, oh my God ! to love thee with all my 
strength, and never to doubt the love of God Almighty, all sufficient, in 
whatever condition I shall be exercised, for my God is my life and the 
length of my days. 

In all distress during the warrs, when my father lost all his estate, his 
houses burnt, and for three years had not any thing of bis own for liis 
family, we had allways meat to eat and raiment to put on. Praised be my 
Uod, that hath granted me the comforts of life, healthy constitution, usefull 
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i, money to pay my debts, power U> build a convenient habitation, 
5 to repair mnny ruins in the estate of my father, and to enjoy it 
peaceably. Gracious waa my Got! in giving me my first wife, now 1 trust, 
a bleascd saint, who was a most uffectionate, piudent, pious person, by whom 
God gave me. besides a very considerable portion, the mercy of four daug-h- 
Ij^ra. Two sleep, I trust, in Jesus, and live with God. Two now survive, 
I hope, to KloriSe God. 

Gracious was my God. in giving to me toy present wife, who hath been 
made the dear comfort of ray life now above twelve years, and the raotber 
of four sons und a daughter, of which God was pleased to t^ike my youngest 
son, in infancy, to His mercy. 

Blessed be God '. that hath granted me fuvour in the afft'Ction of my 
father and my mother, who tenderly loved me, and wisely and carefully in- 
structed and corrected me. What am 1, a poor worm, to have any esteem 
in the world, or lo be accepted Ijy thy saints ? O Lord ! by Ihy favour I 
was chosen of several parliaments ; chosen, unknown to myself, Governor of 
Dunkirk, and there honoured lo be serviceable to thy servants, and to assist 
the sanctificatioo of thy holy sabbath. 

How pretious are all thy thoughts of love unto me, O God I How great 
is the sum of them \ The visitalion of thy Spirit, O Lord ! hath taught 
nie the precious wonders uf thy laws. From my birth, the lines have fallen 
unto me in pleasant places, for I have always heard the joyful sound of thy 
divine jubilee. Nay, Lord ! this place, which was greatly waste, and for 
divers years in the region of the shadow of death, for the sins and iniquities 
of ray forefathers, who were idolaters and sinners, and of me an unholy, 
vile wretch, now is made to me a goodly heritage ; fur we have a place of 
worship and a faithful dispenser of the Word of God. 

Who is a God like unto our God, that pardons iniquity, trausgression, 
and sin ? O Lord ! for thy name's sake, heal my backalidings, love me 
freely, subdue all my iniquities, and cast all my sins into the depths of the 
sea. My life is but a vapour. Oh ! iu Jesus Christ beget me, by the incor- 
ruptible seed of thy word, which liveth and ahideih for ever, that I may do 
the will of God aud abide for ever. Oh, Lord ! 1 am the clay, be thou my 
potter, t-'ashion this house of clay to be thy temple. Make me a vessel of 
praise and service to thy Majexty. Ec not ashumed to be my God ! there- 
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fore Ri&kc me holy, aa my God is holy, in atl manner of conversation and 
godliness. Toraake not the work of thy hands, but keep me by tby power 
through fuith into ialvalioii, for the suke of Jeaua Christ, b whom make 
me accepted, and [iiinaker of the ricbea of thy grace, which bath abounded 
towards me, in all wisdom and prudence. Amen. 



(») 



OF HIS Fiftieth Year. 
At Brompton Brian, 21 Oct. 1674. 

I am this day, through divinB patience, 50 years old. O Lord I I am 
not worthy the least of thy mercies. I have recorded some of the manifold 
loving kindnesses of ihe Almighty in the memorial of my last annJVRrsary. 

This year is now concluded to me in health, though it hath iu every 
month of it been full of sorrow. Many dear friends taken away. Afier 
the death of Sir Ilobert Moray and my cuusiu Froysell, it pleased God to 
put an end to the pilgrimage of my brollier Sir Robert Harley, Nov, 1673, 
In January at Westminster I was viaited sharply with the griping of the 
gutts, but when I was under sentence of death it pleased God lo cheer and 
raise me up. I returned from the Parlement in March. The weather being 
very bilter, I had no harm in that journey, but immediately after return, I 
was visited with Ihe gout in both feet and hands. This fit was moiit painful 
and of longest continuance, yet now I am, blessed be God ! comfortably 
free from that distemper. In November dyed my good friend Mr. Thomas 
Doughtie. In April, Sir Edward Maasie ; and, in a sad manner my cosiu, 
Bartholomew Beal. In August, my dear peice Frances FitzJames, of the 
small-pox. Since that, my worthy filend Mr, Thomas Treheme, and my 
cosin Reads wife, both dead in the same day I and now my sister Palmer ; 
while I, u poor unprofitable worm, am still spared. O, my God ! the fif- 
tieth year was in Canaan the year of Jubilee. Oh ! that ibis may be to me 
the acceptable year of the I^rd I wherein I may be released from the miser- 
able chains of slotli and carelessness, which render me so vile in the eyes of 
the glory of my God. Lord! work in roe for this same thing, by thy 

CAMD, SOG, 2 K 



250 APPENDIX, 

Spirit, that I may be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. I do not beg 
length of days, but with humble submission and resignation I beg to be 
spared to bring up my children, which in mercy are given me, to serve their 
generation according to the will of God, and that I may see the goodness of 
God to the Church in the land of my nativity, and be someway serviceable 
thereunto ; that having seen the salvation of the Lord, I may depart in 
peace, my spirit being received by God who gave it, and my body sleeping 
in Jesus, until the last day, when both body and soul shall be glorified and 
be ever with the Lord, who loved and washed me from my sins in His blood. 
Even so, come Lord Jesus I come quickly. Amen* 



NOTES TO THE LETTERS. 



P. 1. Lord Brooke, — Fulke Grevile, Lord Brooke, waa great-uncle to the lady Brilliana, 
her grandfikther, Sir John Conway, having married hia aister Eleanor. Collins, Peerage, 
vol. Y. p. 225. Lond. ed. 1768. 

BeaeihanCs Court, — Beauchamp Court, co. Warwick, the seat of Lord Brooke. 

Tuddtnffton, — ^Toddington, oo. Gloucester, the seat of her grandfather, Sir John Tracy. 

P. 2. / hope the Partameni hcu spent at much time cu will taiu^fy them in dooing 
nothing. — Sir Robert Harley sat in the second Parliament of that year for the oountjr 
of Hereford, from 6 Feb. 1625-6, to 15 June, 1626. (Willis, Notitia Parliamentaria.) 

The payling qf the nwe parhe is made an end of, — The park adjoining Wigmore Castle 
was in a very decayed and neglected state, when it was granted to Sir Robert Harley. 

P. 3. / hope your clocle did you saruis betwne Olostre and my brother Brays. — Sir Qiles 
Bray, of Barrington, in the county of Gloucester, son of Edmund Bray, Esq. by Dorothy, 
daughter of Sir John Tracy, who married, secondly. Sir Edward Conway. 

P. 4. Mr, Pirson, — The Rector of Brampton Bryan. 

P. 5. Present my beest love to my sister Wacix, — A contraction, probably, of Hele- 
genwagh, the third daughter of Lord Conway, wife of Sir W. Smith, of Hill Hall, 
CO. Essex. 

P. 6. Ragley, — ^The seat of Lord Viscount Conway, in Warwickshire. 
Lady Veere, — She was the third daughter of Sir John Tncj, of Toddington, and aunt 
to the Lady Brilliana. Collins, Life of Vere, p. 342. 

P. 7. Ned Smith, — Son of Sir Wm. Smith, by Helegenwagh, sister of Lady Brilliana. 

P. 8. Mrs, WilUnnson,''W\teot Dr. Willkinson, Principal of Magdalen Hall, Oxford. 
See Notes to the Introduction, p. xlix. 
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P. 10. I had not hard of DvJce Roberts and my Lord Cravens being taken. — Robert 
third son of the Elector Palatine and Elizabeth, daughter of King James, better known 
as Prince Rupert. In the battle of Lingen, in Westphalia, between the Emperor and 
Palatine, the forces of the latter were overpow^ered, and Duke Robert and Lord Craven 
made prisoners. 

William Craven, eldest son of Sir William Craven, Lord Mayor of London (1611), 
having distinguished himself in foreign service, was knighted 4 March, 1626, and, eight 
days afterwards, created Baron Craven. 

• 

P. 12. A booke printed by authority from tfie King, in which 1t4. hus forbid tlte Booke of 
Common Prayer, and granted them a pvhlicfast. — In Sept. 1638, the Marquis of Hamilton 
published a royal Proclamation in Scotland, which is ** the Book *'* here alluded to. 

P. 13. Mrs. Pirson. —Widow of the Rev. Thomas Pierson, the Rector of Brampton 
Bryan. 

/ thanke you for the Man in the Moune. — The Man in the Moon, by Domingo Gonzales, 
was the title of a posthumous work by Francis Godwin, Bishop of Hereford 1617 — 1638. 

P. 14. At Loudlow wheare the cans was hard. — In the Court of the Council of tlie 
Marches of Wales. 

P. 18. / hope theare will no such tfdngs be imposed upon your howes. — That ia, 
innovations in religious matters on Magdalen Hall. 

P. 19. By order of the Lords. — ^The Lords of Privy Council, or the Lords Lieutenants 
of counties, issued orders to the magistrates and deputy lieutenants to take measures for 
keeping the peace and calling out and regulating the militia, in which Sir Robert Harley 
had a company : they were about this time usually trained by Low Country officers and 
soldiers. ** Sargent Weare was one of these; he had been in Germany under Sir Thomas 
Conway." 

Cousin Scriven. — Thomas Scriven of Frodesley, in co. Salop, colonel of a regiment of 
foot of the trained bands in that county : married Elizabeth daughter of Vincent Corbet 
or Moreton Corbet, and widow of Thomas Corbet. He was distinguished for his loyalty, 
and knighted, probably at Shrewsbury, soon after the battle of Edge Hill ; and was buried 
in Condover Church, Salop. 

For Forane newes, I beleene you have hard tfiai Briscake is taken. — Old Brisach or 
Brisac, a town of the Grand Duchy of Baden, once included in the Brisgau : it formerly 
stood on the west side of the Rhine, but since the river changed its course it is near the 
east bank of it, between Basle and Strasburg. It was regarded as a strong place, and 
sustained several seiges; the most remarkable was that here alluded to, when it was taken 
by Duke Bernard of Saxe Weimar. (Encyo. Metrop.) 

The Curantes are lisened againe. — Books of foreign news again licensed. 
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P. 21. Mr, Penell: hit mother was Sir Edwarde OrevtlVt danghteTf and «o the was my 
cosen —Sir Edward Grevill being brotbcr-in-law to Sir John Conway, his daughter was 
first cousin to Edward Viscount Conway, the father of the Lady Brilliana. 

Mr. Scidamore that dwells hard by Heariford, — Mr. afterwards Sir John Scudamore, 
kuight, eldest son of William Scudamore of Ballingham, co. Hereford, married Penelope 
sister of John, first Lord Scudamore. He was a distinguished traveller in Italy and other 
parts, a royalist, and took up arms in the King^s cause, and was killed in a duel with 
Colonel David Hyde at Bristol, 12 May, 1645, and was there buried in the church of St. 
Werburgh. 

P. 22. Ihike Rchard and Lord Crauen prisontrs. — Prince Rupert was under restraint 
for upwards of three years : at length reluctantly liberated by the Emperor, through the 
mediation of Sir Thomas Roe, the English ambassador, upon solemn promise never again 
to bear arms against that prince. 

P. 24. Mr, Pirkins. — Mr. Edward Perkins, under whose tutorage Edward Harley 
now was, at Magdalen Hall. 

P. 25. Lady Cope. — Lady Elizabeth Cope, second daughter of Francis first Earl of 
Westmorland. She was wife of Sir John Cope, of Hanwell, Bart, and married secondly 
William Cope of Icomb, co. Gloucester. (Collinses Peerage, iii. p. 183.) 

P. 27. The holy Court. — An English translation of "La Cour Sainte** — a devotional 
work of Nicholas Coussin, a learned Jesuit, confessor to Louis XIII. This is perhaps the 
work alluded to in p. 13, where Lady B. says, " I would willingly have the French booke 
you write me word of ... . for I had rather reade any thinge in that tounge then in 
Inglisch.** 

P. 31. Theare is a booke which is rwiUen by a papis that is conuerUd; it discouers 
mu^A.— Probably "The Religion of Protestants a Safe Way to Salvation, by Will. Chilling- 
worth, M.A." which was published in 1637 or 1638. 

P. 32. My Lord of Woster's sonne shall be generall of the hors, — Edward Somerset, 
Lord Herbert of Ragland, afterwards known as Earl of Glamorgan, and second Marquis of 
Worcester, the author of " A Century of Inventions.'* 

P. 37. Oood Mr. Stevenson. — Vicar of Wigmore. The register of that parish records 
the baptism of one of his daughters by the name of Brilliana, in compliment to Lady 
Brilliana Harley! 

P. 39. The Act. — Scholastic exercises at Oxford : again p. 45. 

P. 46. / haue sent some bessor stone, which you may take cU a night when you goo to 



254 NOTES TO THE LETTERS. 

bede. — Bezoan : concretions met with in the bodies of ruminant ani mals. They were 
celebrated for their supposed medicinal virtueSy and considered as highly alexipbaimic ; 
so much so, that other medicines supposed to possess the same virtues obtained the 
name of bezoardics. So efficacious were they once thought, that they were eagerly bought 
for ten times their weight in gold. Besides being exhibited internally, they were worn 
round the neck, as preservatives against contagion. For this purpose, it is said, in Por- 
tugal it was customary to hire them at about ten shillings per day. It is needless to add, 
that the accounts of their extrordinary virtues must be now considered imaginary. See 
a further account in the Encyclopedia Metropolitana. 

Orampotahely. — Aurum potabile. Another medicine rejected from the Materia Medica, 
but formerly much vaunted by empirics as a most powerfid tonic. ^Encyclopedia Metro- 
politana.) 

P. 49. Mr. SimonSt a tporthy minister^ and three or fowtr more are gone into the Low 
Contreyti to ihijtfor themselves. — Escaping from the contributions required firom ministers 
towards supplying the army : before alluded to in p. 37. 

P. 51. / thanhe you for the Klng*s hoohe. — The large declaration concerning the 
tumults of Scotland, by the King, 1639, written by Dr. Balcanquall, Dean of Durham. 

P. 63. Letter XLViii. — Terminating the first series of Letters addressed to Edward 
Harley at Oxford. 

P. 64. Letter XLix. — Edward Harley returns again to Oxford. 

P. 66. Ithanle you for Vu relation of the seae fight. — A relation of the engagement 
between the Dutch and Spanish fleets in the Downs, which took place early in Sep- 
tember, 

P. 68. Sir Richard Netcjpo, t.-^Cre&ied Lord Newport 1642. Brother of Sir Robert 
Hiirley's second wife. 

P. 69. If the venter oftfie Corrantes be in prison. — Vendor of foreign news. 

P. 72. Th^re is a Duck imbasodr, Mounsire Arttson, come over to excuse the fighting of 
the Duch ships upon the Inglisch cost. — Van Aersen, Lord Somnelsdyke. Another object 
of this embassy was the marriage of the Prince of Orange with the Princess Maiy. 
(Baillie*s Letters, 29 Jan. 1640-1, vol. i. p. 294.) 

P. 81. Sir William Pelham hath refused to be knight of the shire. — For Lincolnshire, 
in the first parliament of 1640, which met on the 17th April, and was dissolved on the 
5th May following, 

P. 84. Mr. Blineman is goon into New Ingland. — One of the Puritan ministers. 
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P. ST. On Tuitdaf sexl,if pUai Ood, i/oHr falAe* "ill tlepa iiay, — ln thia pirltunetit 
Sir RolwPl Hurley aod Sir Walter Pjp rcprcMoI«i Iho pounlj of Ilerefonl. He now »tB 
■put ■ ilu; for wlamn pnyer, in prepantioD tor hia dulie* la porliiuaenl. 

P. B3. On Siinday momiug I rtcerrd a leOer /ram your falktr, hy iiliirl I fouKd Uif 
Btwr ^ tke diiatHiini; q^Ui parlamtiU to bi Irve. — On Honilaf, tbe lOth May, Lailf Bril- 
Mum hoftn bom Sir Robort a conKmuitiun of Uio nunour of Lhe diaiolutioii of parliunant 
whlph took pJ«o an Tneaday (Dii Muti>) llie Ctli uf M>;. 



P. 100, LiUri-V. 
V. 101. X**.r I 



—Endi Bnolhcr wrln of Ipt 
—Finds Rdwaril IlarU-y »n 



» Edward Harle; atOxforrl. 



P. 106. Mr: WatleaUi wai vM mi IliU Kmii-.—Tbe wiie at Uamphre; Walcut, of 
Walool, Esq., whoM (aneral Krnion, undor the title uf "The Gale of Oppartunilv," wi* 
pDlilishBd «itb Ibat prmhed at Iho funeral of Sir Robert Hsrle;, b; ThoL Fm^rtdl, 
miniiter of Clan, in Sbropslilre. 

Itr, Toiy JSalhiu <ai> inlA Mr. Plondm, I'kiare Ikiart mti grtat rttart of paj)U, vhith 
maki tomi Jrart Ihty hau, ,<m,( ;,(o(..-At Pl..*<l™ Oall, new Wslcot, the »at of a 
Catliolic fiunilj who have enjojcd the estate, from whirh Ihey derino their name, ai far 
liack as our records oitend. Sir Tuli; Maihrv «u a Jeiuit of tbo order of Politiriuu. 

P. lOQ. ^r. 7anni>i( ini' of BfnipUiti a nd htlpl vain njy/a»i7y. — In the religious eicr- 
cisea of tlio previous Wedn»dB]>. Thi» waa most probaldj John Totnbw, B.D.. a mMt 
■minent divine of his led, seltleil at this time at Leominster, whom Cslatn; sajrs. in his 
abridgment of Baxter's Uiiloi? of hia Life and Times, " all the world must own to have 
heen a vei7 poniidenlile man and ciivlleni arliolar, hovrsoetor disDellned the; may be to liis 
particular oplniona." See ■ list of liia worka in Catsmj, and furtbrr partioulan in Keat'i 
Uistory of the Puritans, and tiita In Wood's Athenie, vol. iii. p. 1063. 

P. lis. I Ikou/ht lAi Jemt had Hiu aaiaed of IraOH. Ihopilkt Sing irill ytiildio 
Ik4 rtjuat of lie pariamad ia (*ol jxutioitaT.—Tha person alluded to was John Qood- 
man, apriesl and Jeauil, wlioae hlslor; is well known, 

117. / hope my liratktr it not far Lord Slra/ord • I hard »y Lovl Slnjonl layed 
teofhii aetimulo Am rAor^ijr.— Lord Oonwayga-readverae evidence nn Straffonl's trial, 

P. IIS. ff yuii havt bine to heir tke Srolt mtnuUn, Hud ki uord hn<r you tile litJB. 
— '■ The people tbraogi to our urnwn, u ever jiow mw ui; to Irwin oomraunton : their 
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urowd dajlle inorouc*. SU of at, Mr. Dliur, Mr. Hcndonan. Mr. BorlUok. Hr. ffit- 

leqiie, Mr. Sniilli, and I ptcacbea our tour •boat od Sundnj and Tliomtoj. In mj Iwt 
tour on Uie Sd venc or the ISdCfa Pulm, ■ The Lord halb done gtimt tiling* for v.' I 
Bpant much of ui hour in ana biitorii^k narmtion, lUe beU 1 aiuld penn. of ill that God 
had done fur ui Im [he moid'a commotion in the CatJiednill al Ediuliutgh tu tliBl [iraent 
da;i tnonie teuea of compuiian and jo; did bll rram lh« Bje* of tlie Eogliib. " B«[llia1t 
Lfltten, Tol. i. p. auS. 

/ cAaaiti yon /or rA< jia/ier lAi ScoU pul into Iha Lnnlt. — Manj paper* were put in tor 
mont? on ftcoonnl of Iho S00,000(. granted in Fabmarr to lupply the wwiM of the army 
before it waa diabandod. In the end of thobllowiag Majr 120,11001. ofarmn Hera doe. 
On the ISth Jnne it was conelnded tliat 10(1,000'. uliinibl be paid Midsumnior Hit, Mid 
200,0001. at Midaammer two yean after. (Hajl> Hin. o( tlie Lang Pu-lkment.) 



P, ISl. LdtiT cri. mitiMtd in (Ar y«ar.— Letter cvt 

miadoted and miiplaeedin thecolloction : it would natural 
1011], in which it i* taid, " I hear the juolieea have acnt 
not take Iho PniteMatiDn— Sir Will. Croft gorenw all of I 
The proteBlotirin mentioned in it wai, no doubt, that t 
3 May, 1611, which wa» oonaidored lij the parliament " i 
<> a eliibbuli^th to diuinguisli the Ephrimitae from tin 
well afTooled in religion and to the good of the commi 



25 March, 1 04 1 , appean to tw 
rbUow Letter CXLi II (10 Haroli, 
up their aniwer why thry would 
,am,'- and ^ouM be dal«l 1013. 
Uen by the Bduhi of Coramcmi 
true teal of every (fund iat^efrt,** 
Oileodilea, that whowerema 
iwaalth would take, and en the 



other aide who would not take it woi not wo)l affected " (Denxel Ilollca' Speech to ilia 
HouM of Lorda) : and which was decided to be taken by all wcll-wlthcn Id the I'arlUi- 
menlaiy cause. It appean from Letter CXTII., 21 May, 1(141, to haie liarn token ytith 
great willingnm at Brampton, WigmDre, and Lentwardine, where Sir Robert Barley'a 
inSueocD predominated, but It wai not well ncdvod in the cannliyi and, on llie SO Jan. 
1011-2, a few daya after Che King-a attempt to leiie the fin memben, SerjoMil Wild* 
brought lip from hia conunltlee, for the flignature of the Speaker, a copy of a leltAr Bo 
the iherilb, requiting the jiulicea of the pease and otlian, at 13 yean>otage and upwaida, 
to take it. (See Appendix, p. 222.) The petition alluded to in thli letter waa praUbly 
the Hereford Petition, afterword* pi«»c(iCed to the Houw, and wall received by it in May, 
1012. I'hia lettur auquainU iia alao with the rieva of Sir William Cmft toward* the Pbi>- 
liament, and aoon after the raising of the standard at Nottingliam in Anguat, although he 
had been for aome time under the diapleoinre of the King, he joined hii mqaiy'a army, 
and WM widi the King, to hii great admiration, at Edge Hill. 



P. 124. Sir IFilliavi CroJI.—Sa IVilliam Croft, of Crotl Caatle, in the coanly of 
llererord, wiia mn of Sir Herbert Crolt, and bora 15l>3 : be repnHntud Malniabury in 
Parliamant in 1S26-182T. He wai a gentleman of Uie Hriry Cboniber to King CharlH ; 
bat. Iiaving evinced ia* diilike to the Duke of Uuokingham, lie waa tuipended IVum bia 
ulflrc for three y«n, and on hta murder baniihed fnnn the court and dismiaaed. Till* 
treatment did not deMroy hi* attaelioiBiit In hli royo) maaliir, in wboae ann; b« htid the 
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rank of colonel, and particularly distinguished himself at the battle of Edge Hill. He 
was taken prisoner at the surrender of Hereford on April 25th, 1643, but soon afterwards 
recovered his liberty, and was killed gallantly fighting in the royal cause, in a skirmish 
near Hopton Castle, or, as others say, near Stokesay Castle in Shropshire, July, 1645, and 
was buried in the chancel at Croft, where there is a slab to his memory. See Memoir of 
Sir James Croft in Southern and Nicolas^ Retrospective Review and Historical Magazine, 
vol. i. p. 496. London. 

P. 1 29. / tt wt glad my Lord Saye is Master of the Wards,--" 1 7 May, 1 64 1 . The Lord 
Cottington gave up his place of Master of the Wards, which the Lord Say had conferred 
on him." Whitelocke's Memorials, p. 44. 

P. 130. Th£ Protestation was taken on Sahath day last at Brompton, Wiffmorejand 
Laiuterdinej with much willingness. I desire to know whetiier you took it. — This protesta- 
tion must have been that taken by the House of Commons on the 4 th of May. The rea- 
diness with which it was taken marks the great influence of Sir Robert Harley in these 
places. It was much objected to and resisted in the country. 

/ have sent you a peace of angelica rooai, you may carry it in your pockety and bite some- 
times of it. — " A pious and learned schoolmaster, that ventured to stay in London in the 
Great Plague of 1665, and was much employed, as some friends of mine that knew him 
and commended him assured me, to visit the sick, and distribute alms and relief to them, 
went indiscriminately to all sorts of infected, and even dying persons, to the number, as 

he told me, of nine hundred or a thousand I enquired what antidote he 

used : he replied, that next the protection of God, which so many sad objects made him 
the more fervently implore, and a constant fearlessness, the only preservative he used, 
besides good diet, were, Imlf a spoonful or a spoonful of brandy five or six times a-day, 
especially when he went into infected places, and the bigness of a small nut, or less, of a 
root of Spanish angelica, of which he held in his mouth the quantity of a pepper-corn, or 
somewhat less, as often as he thought there was need." Relation iii. of Strange Reports, 
Robert Boyle's Worka, vol. v. p. 102. 

P. 131. / am glad that justice is ericuted on my Lord Slraford, whoo I thinke dyed like 
a Seneca, hut not like one Uiat had tasted of the mister y of godly ness. — Wednesday, 12 May. 
** The Earl of Strafford beheaded on Tower hill. Some doubted whether his death had 
more of the Roman or the Christian, it was so full of both.^' Laud's Diary. 

P. 135. Rwit me word how the pasage was of Mr. Harherde Pris his carage in Ute 
parlament, becaus theare is such various reports of it. — Mr. Herbert Price was burgess for 
Brecon in both parliaments of 1640. He is noted in Cobbetfs Parliamentary History as 
one who left the Parliament and joined the King at Oxford, and was among the forty-six 
members who, on the call of the House, 16 June, 1642, were absent, when it was resolved 
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** that those absent members whose names were now read shall not sit in the House till 
they have made their excuse to the Committee, and their excuse reported to the House, 
and that the House liath allowed it/^ Joum. H. Com. 16 June, 1642. 

P. 136. / am glad Corenell Goreingdid so well cleere himself. We heareofmany plots, 
<i*c. — Lord Strafford's escape, it is said, had been planned. Master Goreing, eldest son 
of the Lord Goreing, was implicated in the charge, but, upon examination, dealt so clearly 
with the charge, and su far purged himself from evil intentions, that he was not at all 
committed by the Parliament. May*s Hist of the Long Parliament. 

P. 140. / Uianke you for the acts of Parlament, and for Docter Dotting booie. — This 
was probably a book of the notorious Colybute Downing, of whom an account will be 
found in Wood's Athense, vol. iii. p. 106, too long to abstract, and too curious and edify- 
ing not to claim the reading of all who have access to it. 

P. 142. / tharike you for the King^s manifest, — Joum. H. Commons, 5 July, 1641. 
** The King's manifesto touching the Prince Elector read, and Ordered, That the House be 
resolved into a Committee on Wednesday next, at nine o*clock, to take into consideration 
Vie manifesto now received concerning the Prince Elector Palatine." Sir Robert Harley 
was of this Committee. The manifesto will be found in Nalson*8 Collections, vol. ii. 
p. 383. 

P. 14 4. Letter cxxxiii. 9 ^w^. 1 64 1 . — This letter terminates another series of letters 
addressed to Edward Harley, who now returns home from London. 

Letter cxxxiv. undated and misplaced. — Letter cxxxiv. undated, contains allusions to 
Dr. Wright^s exertions in the Hereford city election subsequent to the death of Mr. Weaver, 
Member for that place, which, it will be seen, took place in May, 1642 : and also to a Pro- 
clamation in Shobdon church, which was most probably made after the receipt of the 
Speaker's letter to the sheriff ; for Mr. Wigniore exercised at Shobdon a contrary influence 
to Sir Robert at Brampton. It would follow Letter CLXXix., dated 2 July, 1642, which 
announces Sir W. Croft and Mr. Wigmore's intention of going to the King, or rather the 
previous letter, CLXXviii. The original of Letter CLXXix. is in a very decayed state, and 
the date in part obliterated : it was certainly written in the week of the 23rd, as it speaks 
of Wigmore fair to bo held on the Monday following, which, according to the old style, 
took place on the 25th of July, which was on Monday, but before CLXXViii. as it says Mr. 
Elton had not arrived to supper at 10 o'clock, whereas that letter says he came at four 
o^clock, no doubt of the following day. It would, there placed, terminate another series 
of letters addressed to Edward Harley before liis return home: this it does as now printed. 

P. 146. Letter cxxxv. 5 Feb. 16il-2.— Commences a new series addressed to Edw. 
Harley in London. 
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P. 1*7. I doe MMth raoi'i/t ia i*c Kiitg't anrter (o (*«p(lfw 
Mjr bralktrviu ont ijf Iht lixe aid Artttit lofdi tiatvoltd tgaim 
H. Com. 7 Feb. 16*1-2, 

Anawgn (o Iwo pelitionii of the Lords and 
•een lii tha Appendix to May'i Hiit. of the Loii 

" Feb, lBil-2. Tbo LordB pi>» the Bill ft 
Hiiy plsce or vote in PurllBtnent. 

" Lurd Cuuwb; wu well atfeeled to the rmliaoietlt and Ibe Pr«b;tarian diwi 
ami WM one of the lords wloclod to he of tlie AMembly of Di»ini»." (See lUo 
Neal'i Hist, of tliu Piuitunn.) 

"Sir Rob. QarlHT cutIikI □[] tbis Bill witli ita smundmentH lo Ibe Lords." J 
It. Com. 7 Pab. lflil-2. 



I. deUvorcd 2Feb. 18Jl,willb. 

ent, Ujford edition, 1854. 

ig penooa in holy ordera lo havi 



P. US. la Barfford Aeg la 
ro/M and baimm and oil inch t 
pur-Jlht Chunk of alt » 



'Hcd llit laMl in lie w 
/ hiipt lAry br^in. 



le Order uf tbe Hod 



1 and about the wanhip of Qnd. Jaura. H. Com. 1 Sept. 



P. 14U. /aMgiad lo ttnr atU Sir Jhoit CunyiTi ii ItfttKaMi of the TomT.—Q'a the 
romovni of Sir John D^n, Sir Jolin Conjara waa made Lieutenant nf the Towvr, Jan. 
1841.2. WhileloKk, p, S3. 

Thiy are now aboul a piUrimt to Ou Parlament, vAkk I Aope wdi Ai itadi/ to mil «p 
next teraif, — A pMition waa on the 4th Uay, 1642, preeented Tor [{erofardahins, and well 
recoiTed bj lbs Huuee of Commena. See the pelitiun in Appandli. p. 220. 

ire heafe qf tellers that trearf iatereeptedfrooi m^ Lord Dii/be,^^hf<lten iatereepted ^m 
Lord Digby lo the Queen and Secretary Nioholaa^ on which the Pariiament moved the 
King, " that he would desire the Queen not to coircipDnd witli Digby, nor any other 
perwna whom bin great counDil Imd [inicliiiined tniyton. Jan. 1042." Whilelocko, 
p. 52. 



P. 160. Jtaxyfeara did arU .*» the eantvy btraiue 
Ike reqaale qf bolA JIaiea.— To Om petition ot l>otb Ho 
>enl43d to his Hi^eaty at TheobalJi, 1 Marub, 1641. 

/{■ciMii moH renarjabell Uifigt lAat Mpe mu eiul imr, 
See Jouru. B. CammooB, 2ad and 4th March, 1611.2. 

iili up 20f. lo •mture in, Ikt IriK 



Ki»-je gaiie lu.* n iV"i"" 'o 
oonceming the militia, pw- 

■Aici fkni fofrptru tuari. — 
ir».— 24 Feb. 1641-2. The 



P. ISl. PiMTKHlll UpiOI. 

apeedy and effectim] reducing ot the Kingdom uf Ireland. Thia waa a Kbomo of advei 
lure fur railing money on the eonHsoated latida of the rcbela in Ireland. See Ihc tclien 
tu Appendix to May'a Hiitory, and in the Journals ot the liouee of Commana. 
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P. Ifi2. lilid much lonff lo riifUi'i /A- d-rh-niio- lo Iht Eiitg.—"k new dwlsratwi of 
bdlli llnuMt of PBrlunient aenl to Ibc King'i mmi cimlluDt MBJealj, 16 March, upon hu 
removull from Huntingdun Id Vark." Soe Maj's Rial, Appcndit, p. 493. 

1 heart thijutHai huvt hkI n/i Umrs OKiiffr vi/t Iheyroulti nni Ute tU Praiataiiett. — 
Tho ProUiUtiDii of tbe Itli Maj, Iflll, now denianded cf all of piglilwn you* of age and 
upward!. See Appendix, p, 221, and note, page 121. 

Hopr linrllg yoM vill harr tkf petiitiaa /torn thii tniLHty, lnii Sir WUL Crnfi <liandttl 
■', ai a U>i*g unlriK/Kl lo /KhWon.— See llie petilion in Appondii, p. 2Sd. ll «u pre- 
•enled 4lli Mm}, lflJ2, and ia again klludsd to in pagea 1G8— 1S9. 

P. 16E. Mr Oowor ti ivry mil pUitHd tiat Kt » cknm im qf llu niniiUn. — Juum. 
H. Cknn. 23 April, 1042. "Mr. John Green of Peacomb, and Mr. Stanle; Gowcr at 
Brampton, v-ere approved u divinea for Herefordiiliire, Gt to be ccmulted in ths 
malten uf the Cbureh. Tho Bill for calling Ibe AsHmhl; of Qodl; and Learned Divina 
t™ read the Ihird timo 18 Moj, 1843. " A li« of theni will be (bond in BuihwiRth 
Abridged, and Neal'a History of the Puritans. 

P. 1S3. K'e fuird Ih, Kcntieh, pilivioa mu brow/hi if SOUO mn, and Ihal SOOI) Zmr- 
dentra tieelr Ihrm upon Blaiiekraik^ and Ihiart/imi/hl, and maxf nwirc HIM. — Tliie WiJ 
tha celebrated Kentiih Petilion. ID reception ii thua entered on the Jaum. H. Oom. 
30 April, 1643 : " The HoDse being infomied that diven geDtlemeo uf the co. of Kent 
were at the door that desired to preient a iiutition to the Houie, thvy were called iti, 
presented their petition, and then willidrew. And their petition was read, nnd appeared 
to bo the ume that waa former]; burnt, by order of bath Hduhs, b; the hand* at the 



P, 1S9. [ hope lomeUiiKy leill bi ilom lo DnrlrT flojeii. — I)r. Henrj Rogcn, Caaon 
Keaidentiary of Hereford Cathedral, and Rector of Stoke Edith, in Hen^ordshiro. Ha 
wai of Jeaui College, Oxford, and became a famon* preachor and aohool muster. He waa 
» member of the Convocation amemblod with the Parliament of Nov. 1(140, a decided 
RojBliet, and, on the nanvnder of Hereford in April. 1643, »a> made prisoner. Hie pre- 
ferments were flei|UFfitered, and bis prel>endal house, furniture, &c. bestowed on Dr. 
Timothy Woodroffe, a gifted chaplnin, mentioned in tbe Introduotion aa having Iwen pro- 
moted bf Sir Robert Uarlej to the rector; uf Kingiland, and a Parliamuntaiy Preacher 
In Hereford cathedral Wood inftinui us that Rogers had been aoquaiulod with John 
Peme, alias Fisher, the Jesuit, with whom he bad many disputes, and who, without antho- 
fitj, published an account of what had paawd between Ihcm, which brought from Bogen 
an answer bfwaj of Dialogue between Mr. Rogers and Mr. Fisher. 1G33, to which Fidiar 
pnblWied a reply, which was followed by ttogeis in "Tho Protestant Church existent, and 
their Faith profwsed in all ages, and by whom. Lond. 1638." Wood's Athene, vol. iit, 
p. 31. Walker's Sufleringv of the Clergy, iiart 2, p. 35. 
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P. IfiO. / dairt to heart kav Sir Jhon Cimgan toina of/oT OmIPi «i»p*.— (1"Nc>1o 
escaped tram Hi o Tower, S Ms;, 1S42, "On M>; 13th, it wax nnlenid tLit Sir Walter 
Erie do report the biuinm of Mr. Daniel O'Npile's csoipr to-morrow morning. 17 May, 
Sir Wall. Erie report* the bmiBeBa of Ibt eaaipo; lluit the grcalat mo.tt«r of impicion fell 
on M» Suiden, who oi)nfeBi«d ihe liad oncD attempted it, but, 1i«ing told uf the lUnger 
of it, gaie it ovur : notwitiutoading that, many circuDUtancea iitill itack on her, fur being 
at leut knowing of bii imspai and that Ibflrefore Ilo bad given order that bIis iliunld put 
in good securitj' for her appeaxance at such lime aaahe ihould be required." Sre tlio 
Cichoiaa Corretpvndenos, ptibliahed with Diftrj and CorrespondeDoe of Johu Eveljrn, 
vol. ir. p. 129. 

Yoir father rviltiiig to me by lit port, and liUinff ne Inoirt gen vtart lo m tin toiddtn 
on Tuaday l-ul, I looli it tkat that l-inilirtd ymt, — Joum. H. Com. Monday, May, 
1H42. " Onlmd, Tlial the Houn ■ball meet to-moiraw at eight, and adjonni at ten, to 
tlie and tiiat such ai pieiue maj' «eo the militia of the cit; of London exercimd." 

Thej were asMmbied in Finatiur; Helda nnder the command of Philip Hkippon, Major- 
Ueneral of all the oit; fnrcea under the Farliament. 

/ Mid-c if Mr Hchlrl-trt U nproiifid il would be m-y >h». -.William SfaeTboum, D.D. 
Prebendarj of Morton Parra, in the county of Hsreford, Buffered much for the King's 

was Roctor of Pembridge, where he died in 1879, aged ninety-two yean. Walker 
m;*, '■ He had, at the penutuion of bis old friend, the Earl of EiBfi, taken the Covenant, 

C\erig/, part 2, p. 36. 

P. 101. Sir Wsi. I'llham nriita me vnrd he Aiw ifina «;. A.j lifltHalcy. and hit 'jouin-j 
to Tarhi to Iht King. — Eariy in May the Commons issued Ibeir ordinance for misiug tlie 
mllitin, which the King commanded his subjects not to obey. On this, the Commons pub- 
lished a dectantion, forbidding all penoua to obey tha Kiug'a prooiamation. Orders 
were lli«n wut into all the counties to muster th« militia, and the King summoned tbe 
gentry of Yurksbire as n defence of bia penon. 

P. 162. Th' oatlin qf U-ii UUir it to lit j«™ tHotn Uat Mr. Wtaftr it ifniif.— Richard 
Weaver and Ridiard Suabuaroe, Eb^b. were burgCAsca for (he city of Hereford. 

There biul been prsviooa nunoun of Mr. Weaver's death, which had oxcitod in Ibo 
mind of tlieLady Iliilliana,a deeirelhal beraon Kitward should succeed him. Dr. Wright 
had been actively engaged on that uccaaiou,and ii again now; but James Scudamore, Esq. 
appcan to have beeu eleclAI. SoalioumD and Scudamure wero RoyaliiU, and, having 
joined the King at Oxford, were disabled by the House, when Edmund Weaver and 
Dennet Hoskins, K»)s. were elected In 1<J4G. Willis's Notitia ParliamonlariO, and Cob- 
l>Hit'>rail. Uistory. 

Sir Robert llnrler's colleague w» Fittwilliam Coningsby, Esq, who Vas disablnl 
^0 Oct. Iti41 (Juurn. II. Com,) as ■ monopolial, and wua sucvndvd by Huni|iUrvy 
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1 Coningsby, Esq. who, having joined the King at Oxford, was also disabled, and made way 

' for the election of Edward Harley in 1646. 

P. 166. / tktnke we must all achnowledeg God^s greaU mercy that the plot for the taJceing 

• of Hull w<u diseouered. — Joum. H. Com. 27 May, 1642. **A letter from Sir John 

Hotham, concerning a treasonable attempt upon Hall, was this day read, and a letter firom 
Beckwith, who was the great agent in that matter. 

** Ordered, That this letter from Sir John Hotham of the 25 May, and the letter of Beck- 
' with, and the other papers inclosed, shall be forthwith printed. Resolved, upon the 

i question, That Thomas Beckwith, of Beverley, shall be forthwith sent for as a delinquent 

by the serjeant-at-arms attending this House.'* For particulars of the design upon Hull, 

see Rush worth Abridged, vol. iv. p. 351. 

i 

t 

P. 167. At Lovdloto they seet up a May-pole and a thinge like a head vpon it, and so 
they did at Croft, and gathered a greats many about it, and shot at it in deristion qfJtound- 

• heads, — Roundheads, the name imposed on the Parliamentarians. " The origin of this 

name is not certainly known : some say it was because the Piiritans then commonly wore 
short hair, and the King's party long flowing hair. Some say it was because the Queen, 
at Strafford's trial, asked, who that round-headed man was (meaning Pym), because he 
spake so strongly.^* Baxter^s Narrative of his Life and Times, quoted in Trench, on the 
Study of Words, p. 137. 

In the Bishops^ riot, Westminster, 1641, "Some cavaliers and discarded officers retained 
in the King^s service who were walking near, indignant at the rudeness of the crowd, still 
more foolishly attacked the Roundheads with drawn swords.*'* Buchanan's Hist of Scot- 
land, vol. iv. p. 66. 

Joum. H. Com. 1 Feb. 1641. " Ordered, That the pamphlet entitled. The Resolution 
of the Roundheads, be referred to the Committee for Printing. Steph. Buckle, St. Mar- 
tin's Lane, London, ordered to attend the Committee.** 

P. 169. In my opinion it weare better to borrow money, if your father will give any, 
ttien to give his plate, — ^Joum. H. Com. 10 June, 1642. An order for the bringing in of 
money, horses, and plate, to be repaid at 8 per cent, with full value of the plate, and 
consideration for the fiashion, not exceeding 1«. per oz. Sir Robert responds to this 
order, and on 19th Sept. 1642 (Joum. H. Com.) saith, **he hath brought in three hun- 
dred and fifty pounds in plate, and will bring in one hundred and fifty pounds more, and 
provide two horses.** Other notices, occur in the Journals, of moneys advanced by Sir 
Robert Harley. How zealously Lady Briliiana concurred wifh her husband appears from 
her readiness to send up the plate, and from this letter, in which she says, " This I doo 
not say, that I am unwilling to part with the plate, or any thing ells in this case : if your 
father cannot borrow money, I thinke I might finde out some in the cuntry to lend him 
some." 
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P. 1T3. II AtB Sir Will. Cro/t atmr (o «, Ac ramt/Toa ii.y Lord narbtTt. 26 Jutii 
l')42. — Lord lliirbert vu now bu» in puking toviw in the King's cause uniUc Uie Com- 

/ ttarr that Sir W. Cro/l haj rommamifd tkt bmebm avtfiiruiiciid a^d nin pU'/ir jial 
into if, — Into the btacon which formerly ttooil aemr the Beuon-galf, un Croft Ambrj. 
ITnder auUiDril; of tile CommiwiDn of Arnj. Ixnconi wen to be pruvided and otl|i?r 
neceiuria for l>ettcr pnercuing the people anil ducoreriog buddea iuviuiun* and oom- 



P. 1 7tt. Tht Kiigr hat ttPi a tOMmiition tn 19 of Ittja'li^rt lo inlrli lit M..7i'a.— The 
Coinmi«™n of An»j for Loicesteishin. km issued 1 1 June. 1(M2. RiiJiwonb AbriJge'l, 
vol. iy. p. 401. On tho ISlh June, Seijeant Wilde reportad that the Cunimiltee of Lor.L> 
and Coniniuns uppoinled to consider of tho Conuniinion of Amy in Leicolenhire wvr« &II 
uf opinion, that itwu against the law and againit the liberty and proper^ of the eubjecl. 

Tho Editor boa not met with any copy of Ilia Commiuian of Amy for Herefordtliim. 

Journal of Ibe Honw of Common*. 21 Sept. 1812, "A warrant wai read nnder the 
hands of Wallop Otubaian, Rnq. Sir Will. Croft, Fitiwilliani Conningibye, Tho*. Priee, 
Henry Lingen, Will. Rudhall. Esq*. ComniiiHDOeni of Amy for tbe co. of Hercfurd, 
direeCed tu the high sbcriff of the (aid county, requiring him Iboreby la raii« such 
forces M ho shall Ihinli fliling for the apprehending of Priamus Uailea, who had been 
summoned by divem warranla from Iheto, and had refined to appear, and for eonncying 
him Cn his Majesty's gaol. On whieh, Mr. Dadet baring been called in and mowing it 
waa a true copy at the wuTanl, it wiu Rttolrtd, That Wallop Unbaion, Fmi., Sir Win. 
Croft, Km.. PiUw. Conningsbye, E«|., Mr. Thus. Price, Mr. Henry Uuseu, and Will. 
Kuilhall, Eaq. be forthwith seal foru delinquent*." 

The name of Priamus Danes iKran in the Begiatet of Bramptflu Biyan. 

The militia summoned to meet at Hereford on tba IGth July was, no iluubl. under tin- 
authority of tho Commtawon of Array. 



P. 182. My 111'- Tonttimu uj ritJmt as *iier,a*it MUNy (A™i« (*a( irr wfy «,«/. 
is in Hi Utarifurd mot<uiinx$. f Mwue it ntu Mr. Maioit'i jwfljinijj. — Mluy, llip 
daughter of Sir Herbert Cruft, and slater lo Sir William Croft, wu baptized at Cmfl, 21 
Dee. 13US, and married RichanI Tbrahyna, of Monningtim, in the cuonly of Herefgnl. 

Sir Herbert CrofI having joined thn Rnmui Calhulio ahurch, and taken np hi> reaidenee 
at Douay, addreaed " letlen penua^Te to his wife and children in England to take upon 
tbam the Cathollo religion. Theae lellan appear to haie been answered, if not by hia 
ilaughter MB.ry, In her name, aa be afterward* printed a reply to the anawer of his 
daughter M. C, which ulie mada lo a paper sent io her conoeming the Roman •-■hureh." 
Wood-* Athens, vol. ii. 313. 

By referring to tlio Apponitix, p. 223, it will be aeen tluit the declaration or reaolution 
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of tfae ooDDlj of Herctard wu re^firded bj tfae House of Commoni u a tnosi libelluus 
paper. The copies of it must probubly sh&reil ihv bte of Lord Digby'a (pecpii. the 

Tlie ressarcliM of JamrA EdWBid Dayii, o( the Middle Temple, Esq. huve brought U> liglit 
■ ropy of it, '■ imprinUd il Londoti by b printed copie, 1^13." It is fannd in vol. iL of 
the folio coUectioD of Civil Vi'ar TmOx, presuoted hj King George 111. lu the Briliab 



P. 182. LmtT axxix. nifplaeed.—See p. 258, fur 



P. 18S. / leould iattt neilc fu Irim, Avf / durit nvl ricili Kpo« jiapaptr. Dear Jti 
rmli to at, lAoBjS ifou rxitt Ujiok a jieaet of cloO*, ai Ihit it. — teller euiXSll. aom- 
Diencea the laat teriea of iett«n addnsaed to Edward Ilarlejr. It it writlen uprm cloth for 
faciliQ of CDuceatmeat about Che pentnn. 

Tlifari a 1000 drttgontari cume i>to Sar/ard 5 ntceri aglhrr my Lortt ITajferd.— 
William Marquis of Hertford, onder the CommiMioo of Arraj, wan appointed Lord Lim- 
lenant-OcnersI uf Devon, Corowail, Somonet, Dorset, Wilts, Sotithampton, Uloucester, 
Buoka, Oxford, Hereford, and sereD coantlea wilhio the principality of Wales. Mqi' 
Hist, of thu Long Parliament, p. 223. 
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p. ISO. n< luuUlcTi art ynon b^ure OloHer ! lieain Taadteoai u Sir So. 
l.uM>a. S5 Ftb. 1U42-3.— "In Feb. the (roups, IflOD fbot and 500 horMi, 
Lord Uorbert, adianced towards Oloeler, md •xiie inln'tiohed at Highnam. within 2 diIIm' 
of the city, where, on Iho 22nd and 23rd March, lliej were oompletelj routed by Sir Will. 
Waller and Oenl. Massej." Introduction 



P. 190. Ttaote not vhcalinr Ihit lasatxoR qf nraui Kill lUiy than In the proposiliona 

far peara presented from the PariiatnDnt to the King St Oxford, iu 31 Jan. 1042-3, ud 
ill tlinw sent back by the Commissi ooers lo the Parliament, one was, tliat tlivre !« a cesaa- 
tiou of anna during the treaty. The treaty was sliil in debate. .After many meauges 
between Loudon and Oxfonl, the Cuaimiseiunem were recalled, and retomed to London, 
ITth April, 16*3. Way's Hist, cf L«ng Parliamout. 277-278. 

P. 193. / heart lome (ay ye» kam un injifuyniiul. — Edward Harley was, abuat Ibia 
lime, nude Captain of a troop of horse in the Parliamenlai^ army. 

The report in Ott *^iinlT^ is tkat my Lord Capeli ovmes very ahjrUif to fie Govuntor n/ 
SiTcmiburg.—Sh Fnmcb Ottley was at this time Governor of Shrewsbury, but the I'riNpe 
of Wale* was commander-in-olixef, asaisted by a council, and Artlmr Lord Capell was cou- 
stitnted LieuL-Oeneral under His Royal Highncas, and took up his abode at that place. 
Owen and Blabeway'i Hist, at Slircwafaury, vol. 1. p. 133. 

UoitHtit Petter Mttit. II Muy, ltl43,— After the surrunder of Hereford, 24 April, Sir 
W. Waller mado a visit U> Leominster, where there was some skirmisbiug. Petlor |ii<i~ 
bably had been sent to pick up wliat Informalion ho could of events in that neighbour- 
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huod. and, in relurning liomo, fell in with mme of Sir W. Croft'* rrienda about Mortimer's 
Ctuat, and wo* there made priionor, 

Ood A(u m^klilij htm kin i'h Searrfordtkiteri.—Iti ibt ■ueooi attending Sir William 
Waller^ attack upon Ilerefbrd, nhicb aurrtadered tu bim on quarter, 21 ApriL, 1S43. 
Lord ScudnoiDre, Jimea Scndamore, Esq. M.P. (or Hererord, Col. Herbert Pries. H.P. 
for fireoon, Sir Ricb. Ca^e, M.P. for Licbfield, Lieiil..Cal. Coningilij, luid bin >an, Bum- 
phroy Coningnhj, M.P. for Herefordshire (Sie retoltud mouibenof Ibe Hoii«e of Comamna), 
Sir Will. Croft, Sir Walter Pjo, Sir Saml. Ambjr, and Dm. Rognrs, (loodwin, and Etana 
of Uie catbednl, and man; othen, were made prixinerB, and nil ouried lo Glouceater. 
May 'a HiM. of (he l^ong Pariluuent, p. 315. 

Within three dujn. Sir W. WatlEr torpiiwd lieonalDater, whore be took good prize, and 
dharoied man; of the ro;al part;, and placing a garriton tbore. scoured (be country lo 
the gate* of Worrater, where meeting urilh an unexpeeUd repulse, ha withdrew to 
Reading. Wcbli's Introduction to Bibliotheca Gloueaterieniia, p. iixix. 

P. 199. I iMtf unl yOM on lo It rffyour 'roopt, and foiw /unijrlud Aim irilA a hnri. 
TUt htti cooH me Sf.—Jouni. H. Com. 22 March, 1642-3. ",Ordmd, That the four 
hunea of the Lwiy Petro, three of Mr. White"a of Bacons, three of Damard'a of Westland. 
one of Robert Goodycro, be all sent to my Lord Qeneml, to be employed for the publick 
serrice, but one, which is to be given lo Bdm. Braaier, who aeiied themi and that it be 
reoommended unto my Lord Genoml, that Capt. llarley may have the horeen for the 
fumiahing of his troop, and that Mr. Pym write a letter lo my Lord Qeneml to this 
pnrpoBB." 

P. 202. »( urc Mill lA.^altHtd, imiii luultUri art billeltd at Pur,ia.— b or B milea 
north uf Brampton Uijan. 

Itf.-Cottnull Maitty ii tnmvlnndtd la bt CourrAnr o/O/oibr.— Soon after thesurrender 
of Hereford. See Corbet's hiBtorical relatiou of the military goTemment of Gloucester; 
alio, notice of Cot. Haaue in Nutea to Webh'a Introduction to the Sibliuthepa Qlouceate- 
rien^s, pp. clixiiii. — cciii. It will be seen by Edward Harley'a retro«pect on the oom- 
pletiun of hia Hftleth year, hi tbe Appendix, p. 2tS, that Sir Edward Manis died in April, 
1874. 

In Lady Frances V. Hareonrfs collections ts the following letlor. which. It ia supposed, 
nu written by Col. Haasie's wife: the clrcumotance of his flight into Holland in the 
spring, 164S, mokes it probable that ehe waa left, like othon in th»c lad times, in 

" Noble Sir,— I lately receiTed s letter from Capt. Blayney, in w" bee writes race that 
bee hath gi«cn unto you, for my use, the aunie of BItc pounds, w'' ffive pounda T ontrealc 
yon will bee pleased tu sends unto mee by this bearer, my hroiber's senant, whereby you 
will oblige, Your friend and servant, 

" CuKisttui Missie. 
" To my honuord IMend, Collonel Edward Harley. these, at B' Robert Hsriey'a house, 
in Tultlo Street, neor the NewChnrch. IlieH present." 
fnifamij, "Mrs. Masiie'trecept ofSM. 2S Sep. '48." 
CAMD. SOC. 2 M 
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P. 203. / hanlj'rint LoaRd'm- Ihil yo«. vW, Sir Arter Battlln'it, Itft I^ouKdoin ok 
Friday ™j «'T..j;Ar, a«J Mul jn.ur ii.lml,nn, rtart W Awl to Sir miliam Watln-.—EA- 
wsrd llartv.v now enten iipon bin mllllarr tervlcei. Led; Drilliuu hmn aDiu Mfe >i^ 
rivm] with Sir Williun WiUler, whore, tuja ahe, " th« Lnnl of beiven and earth hlcM ;r<>ii 
ODtJ pnnarufl jou. Hj biirt is with jou, &nJ 1 know jou belcmp it, for mj life h bound 
up with yours." 

P.204. lamrtryMBrtyAalni^brMrrhaidaHit wAoIi* Ao».— " 10 Jmie, IMa. The 
EmtI of PortUnd and LoH Tiscounl Conws;. bein^ ucaaed b; the Conrnions of being 
ootlcemed in Edmnnil Waller'* plot, wereseijueatentd (ram the Lonls, and committt'd, the 
one to the oufltodj of the Lord Mayor and the other to one of the BhcriffB, hut their huiili 
and goodi not to be wizpd on till upon trial it sppeareil they were guilty. Not being 
proved, tlivy were aoon diHliurgod." Coliliett't Pari. Hist. vol. iii. p. 131. 



P.20S. All La%oackert a eletred, o.i'g LaikaK hoiea. My Loi-d af Darl.;, hiu l^ 
thai ai»nl!l,«ihirh tiuii tail iU.—lMTi Derby obout this time WMorclcred off to the defence 
of the Iile of Man, leaving Lady Derby in the poeeesaion of Lalbam House, now threatened 
by the Parliament army. The eiege of L>itl>.im House eamnienc«d in Fehrunry, 1913-1. 
The Journal of this memorsblo siege hu been wvoral timee printed from a MS. in tlw 
Ashniolean Muaeuui, Oiford. 

P. 206. t aettunUidgt lit gituti mercy o/ My God lAat Be praanud yuu in « thirp a 
figU «*ea yowr Aon inu hUcd. 1 1 J<dy, 1BJ3.— This was probably iu Edward Uarley's 
Ant eonfliot, which must have been that which took plauB al Lniiadown on the Btli Jnlj, 
IQiS, between Sir William Waller and Priuce Mauriue and Sir Ralph Hopton. 



P. 207. Sir WillviMi Vavaior hot l^ft Mr. LiugiH « 
" Friday, August llth. The Welsh forces, under Sir 
Wineyard, where sftertwn hourea nolentnity tlicy with | 
there to make a shot agninat them." Dornoy't bricfo i 
toriall and reoiarkeable passages that hapned in the 
defended) seige laid before the city of Qloucester. Bil 



lOttoiUdtrt. iiAvg.UlS.— 
itiiam Vavasor, advanced to tlie 
lat valour toohe it, nobody being 

te woll-formed (and as talientif 

»louceiterien>ii, p. 212. 



209. Titrtan lamt toaldiirt comt (o Lenultr aid limtmopa o/ hort to Bfariford vilM 
Sir Wiltian Vaitaior, and thtgnj) !A*ym(aiw loviiil Brompton agoint. — lidy BrillianaV 
troubles at Brampton began In the spring of 16-12. In the absenee of Sir Rnliert Horl^, 
(hen engaged busily in Pariioment, she bad the anxiety of (he management of bis country 
affiun upon her mind. The payment of certain rents and charges upon his estate, as 
slated iu page S2i). due to the King, had been enforced in April o1 this year. The Galling 
out of the militia by the Parliament, and issuing of the commission of array liy tbe King, 
brought matters to their ripEOeaa, and made it necessary that eve:? man should now select 
his ground. Herefordshire stood woli affeoUd lo the King ; Sir William Croft and othen 
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of chief influence immediately joined the royal standard, and in the autumn a strong 
muster in that cause was made in Herefordshire, and many outrages committed on each 
side. Communications took place, lietween the Marquis of Hertford, when at Hereford in 
December, and Lady Brilliana, who had already been kept under much annoyance and 
daily expectation of a siege. A council of war was held at Hereford in February, when it 
was decided to bring some Welsh soldiers against her, and blow up the place. Matters of 
more importance were going on at Gloucester, in the neighbourhood of which there was a 
rendezvous of Lord Herbert ^s forces, to which those from the country about Brampton were 
now ordered ; but, notwithstanding their removal, a summons and threat of 600 men 
were sent to her. At this juncture (22 and 23 March, 1642-3) Sir William Waller, with 
Colonel Massey, attacked and completely defeated Lord Herbert *s forces at Highnam, and, 
following up his success, shortly afterwards laid siege to the city of Hereford, which sur- 
rendered on 24th April, from which place he scoured the country, by way of Leominster, 
to Worcester. These events dismayed the royalists, and gave a little quiet to Brampton ; 
but in June, Sir William Croft, Sir Walter Pye, and others, taken at Hereford, and re- 
cently prisoners at Bristol, were liberated, and soldiers again collecting in the neighbour- 
hood, demanding free quarter and an assessment on the county of 1,200/. a-roonth, she 
was again under alarm. In the end of June, Lord Herbert and Colonel Vavasor went 
into Montgomeryshire to muster new levies, and on their return the siege of Brampton 
Bryan was commenced by Colonel Vavasor. By the letter of the 25th August it appears 
that, having done much injury to the place, he had then left it, and the soldiers there under 
the charge of Mr. Lingen (Colonel Lyngen), who must himself have quitted it within a 
fortnight, as this first siege commenced on the 26th July, and continued but six weeks. 

The last letter, of the 9th October, shews that she was again threatened by Sir William 
Vavasor; within a few days of which, having " taken a greate coold,** she departed this 
life. 

Under the danger which threatened the church at Brampton, and which was very much 
injured in the siege, the Register had been most probably put away in safety, as it does 
not contain any record of Lady Brilliana's death or burial. Sir Robert was at this time 
much engaged in Parliament The Journals of the House of Commons record his presence 
on the 7th, 9th, 17th, 19th, and 26th of October. On the 27th of this month it is 
ordered. That the Committee for the Western parts do meet this afternoon, at 3 o'clock, 
at Sir Robert Harley*s house ; and again on the 30th there is a similar order. No doubt 
the tidings of her death had then reached him. 



INDEX. 



Acton, Mr. 64 

Adams (Lady Brilliana*» cousin), 56, 64, 

180. 
Adamson, William, 239. 
Aersen, Van, 72, 254. 
Alldern, Mr. 164. 
Ancram, Lord, 25. 
Angelica root, 130, 257. 
Amndel, Earl of, 25, 39, 74. 
Ash, , 58. 

Ashby de la Zouch, 37. 
Ashley, Sir Jacob, 39. 
Aurum potabile, 46, 254. 



Bagly, , 146. 

Balham, Mr. 78, 79, 84, 88, 108, 117, 
118, 119, 125, 128, 130, 132, 133, 
135, 137, 138, 141, 143, 144. 

BaU, lir. 84. 

Banbury, 54. 

Bardlam, 186. 

Barker, Dr. 1, 5. 6, 27, 94. 

Barrington, 17. 

Barroll, James, 180, 263. 

Barthy, Mr. 67. 

Barton, Mary, 35. 

Bath, 64. 

Burgess, Mr. 167. 

Baughly, Mr. 195. 

Bayley, Mr. 190. 

William, 230. 

Beal, Bartholomew, 249. 

Dr. 96. 

Mr. 193. 

Beauchamp*s Court, 1. 

Beeb, Roger, 94, 132. 

Bellenden, Sir William, 226. 

Berwick, 45, 48, 52, 57, 83. 

CAMD. SOC. 



Beverley, 215. 

Bezoar stone, 46, 253. 

Bishops, proceedings against the, 119, 
135, 140, 143, 146, 147, 148. 

Bishop *s Castle, 6; election of members 
for, 87. 

Blackfrian (London), 1. 

Blackheath, 158. 

Blackwall, Gervase, 231. 

Blanke, William, 239. 

Blayney (Lady Brilliana^s cousin), 105. 

Thomas, 239. 

Bletchly, , 68, 72, 83, 94, 119. 

Blineman, Mr. 37, 76, 84, 254. 

Bond, , 189. 

Borough, , 32, 45, 49, 61. 

Boteler, sir William, 223. 

Bower, Dr. 119. 

Brabazon, Mr. 205. 

Brady, Robert, 239. 

Bramley, Birs. 64. 

Brandsheave, Capt. 51. 

Bray, Sir Giles (Lady Brilliana's brother), 
3, 8, 11, 17, 23, 24, 25, 86, 41, 44, 
59, 65, 105, 128, 251. 

Lady, 17, 41,85. 

Brereton, Sir William, 205, 207. 

Brisack, 19, 27, 252. 

Bristol, 4, 236. 

Brompton (now . Brampton) Bryan, oo. 
Hereford ; most of Lady Brilliana's 
letters are dated from this seat of Sir 
Robert Harley, and there are many 
references to news of Brompton and 
its neighbourhood ; siege of Brompton 
Castle, xix. 207—209 ; protestation 
taken at, 130. 

Brocklesby, 107, 130. 

Brooke, Lord, 1, 49, 170, 251. 
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Broughton, Mr. 47, 49, 67, 63, 67, 69, 
70, 71, 109, 116, 152, 153, 159, 161, 
108, 212. 

Buckle, 84. 

,6. 

Biickiiell, 07, 84, 135, 171, 229. 

Buekton, ll>0, 229. 

Burrington, 229, 231. 

Bureell, Mrs. 141. 

Burton, Mr. 104. 

Button, Capt. 94. 

• Lady, 218, 219, 237. 

Bytheway, Richard, 186. 

Caius College, 237—239. 

Calvin, 20, 52, 69. 

Capel, Lord, 198, 200, 201, 205. 

Carlisle, 45. 

Casimir, Prince, 75. 

Charles I. his expedition against the 

Scots in 1639, 30, 32, 35, 37, 45. 
Chester, 207. 
Child, Anthony, 41, 164. 
Chillingworth's Safe Way, 31, 253. 
Chokes (sir)^ Lady, 48. 
Clanver, 74, 78, 140, 141, 142, 144. 
Clare, Lord, 172, 177. 
Clarendon, Lord Chancellor, letter to 

Edward Harley, 242; publication of 

his memoirs, 244. 
Cloggie, Mr. 219. 
Clogie, Rev. Alexander, 1— li. 
Clotworthy, Sir John, 231, 233. 

Colborne, , 45, 50, 96, 206. 

John, 89, 146. 

Collins, Capt. Increse, 216, 216. 
Coningsby. Mr. 186, 187, 189, 191, 198, 

205,261. 
Convocation, proceedings of, 96. 
Conway (Edward Harley *8 cousin), 161. 

Lady, 32, 33, 43, 128. 

Ralph, 6. 

Sir Thomas, 19. 

Ist Viscount, 2, 3, 4. 

2nd Viscount, 12, 24, 117, 139, 

147, 204, 256, 266; letter of to Edw. 

Harley, 213. 
Conyers, Sir John, 146, 149, 160, 259, 

261. 

Lady, 150. 

Cooke, Sir Robert, 189, 264. 

Secretary, 73. 

Cope, La<iy, 25, 253. 
Copley, Lionel, 233. 



Corbet (Edward Harley *b cousin), 35, 55. 
— — Andrew, 86. 
— — Sir Andrew, 34. 
•^— — Sir Jhon, 86. 

Lady, 34. 

Cornwall (Lady Brilliana's cousin), 89, 

105, 108, 148. 168. 
■ (Edward Harley 's cousin), 146. 

Sir Gilbert, 14, 21. 

Lady, 21. 

Courants, the Weekly, 19, 32, 69, 252, 

254. 
Coxall, 178. 

Cradock, Mr. 26, 31, 74, 78. 
Craven, Lord, 10, 22, 229, 262. 
Croft, 167. 

Capt, 199. 

(Edward Harley's cousin), 38, 43. 

Sir James, xlii. 

Robert, 182. 

Sir William, 121, 122, 124, 133, 

152, 156, 162, 163, 164, 173, 183, 

192, 198, 226, 229, 256. 
Cromwell, Richard, 239. 
Oliver, riding in state through 

the city of London, 218. 

Dale of Leintwardine, 193. 

Dally, Edward, 139, 184. 

Daniel (Lady Brilliana^s cousin), 116. 

Davies, Thomas, 213. 

Davis (Lady Brilliana^B cousin), 66, 68, 

80, 97, 110, 116, 117, 127, 136, 186, 

150,171,181,206. 
Mr. 2, 162, 163, 164, 170, 173, 

178, 193, 219. 

of Coxall, 178. 

of Wigmore, 124, 178. 



Dean, forest of, 188. 

Deodate, Dr. 26, 32, 37, 38, 40, 41, 42, 

78, 80, 97, 98, 134. 
Derby, Lord, 206, 266. 
Devereux, Sir Francis, 82. 
Dewe, Mr. 146. 
De Wort, John, 75. 
Digby, Lord, 149, 269. 
Doughty, Mr. 136. 

Thomas, 249. 

Dover, 215, 216. 

Downing, Rev. Colybute, 140, 268. 
Dunkirk, sale of, 241, 244, 246. 
Dutton, Mr. 223. 

Eatcham, 219. 
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Eaton, Mr. 205. 
Edinburgh, 40. , 
Edwarda, Mr. 84, 117. 135, 171. 
Elector, Prince, 72, 75. 
Ellis, John, 239. 

Elton (Lady Brilliana's coiuin), 163, 
164. 

Mr. 162, 164, 166, 182, 188. 

Erasmus, 52, 53. 

Essex, Earl of, 39, 45, 48, 179, 225. 

Eure, Mr. 43. 

Evelyn, Sir John, 224. 

Eyton, 229. 

Fairfax (Lady Brilliana^s cousin), 114. 

Lord, 215. 

Sir Thomas, 225. 

Felton, John, 239. 

Fiennes, Mr. 125. 

Finch, Lord Chief Justice, 32. 

Fisher, Mr. 208. 

FitzJames, Frances, 249. 

Floyd, Mr. 168. 

Folden, 237, 238. 

Foster, Judge, 224. 

Fox, Mr. 156. 

— — • Somerset, 32. 

Sir Stephen, 244. 

Foxe (Lady Brilliana*s cousin), 39. 
Froysell, Thomas, xlvi. 

Rev. Thomas, xii. xxxi. 249. 

Fumdwen, J. 185. 

Gardnas (sic)^ , 205. 

Gears, William, 231. 

Gelsthorp, Edward, 239. 

Gloucester, 3, 189, 198, 202, 246, 264. 

Bishop of, 96. 

Goodwin (Lady Brilliana's cousin), 93. 

Mr. 86, 202. 

Goodman, the Jesuit, 112, 255. 

Goring, Colonel, 136. 

Gostlin, John, 239. 

Gower, Mrs. 47. 

Rev. Stanley, Rector of Brampton 

Bryan, xvii. — xviii. xlviii. 18, 26, 35, 
37. 53, 62, 86, 97, 98, 99, 100, 103, 
106, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 
115, 118, 121, 126. 128, 141, 155, 
168, 160. 189, 193. 260. 

Graveling, 247. 

Gray*8 Inn, 130. 

Green, Mr. 208. 

Gregory, Sir William, 245. 



Greville, Sir Edward, 21, 253. 
Griffiths, George, 15, 21, 35, 86, 88, 114, 
135, 187. 

Jack, 206. 

Mr. 67, 105, 114, 134, 137, 142. 

William, 178, 190. 

Grocers' Hall, 218, 222. 

Gwyn, Mr. 113, 118, 130, 139, 140, 141. 



Hackluyt (Lady Brilliana's cousin), 41, 
42, 61, 84, 118, 154, 155, 167, 189. 

^— — Richard, xlvii. 

Hall, , 11, 14, 27, 73, 93, 151, 162. 

Hamilton, Marquess, 51. 

Hammon (the printer), 223. 

Hanmer, 205. 

Harley family, descent of, xli. 

' Brilliana, Lady, her parentage 
and connection, xii.; marriage, 24, 25; 
character, xiii. ; her letters to Sir 
Robert Harley, 1 — 7; to her son Ed- 
ward, 7—183, 185—209; to Mrs. Wall- 
cot, 183 — 185; besieged in Brompton 
Bryan, xviii. — xix. ; her children, xlix. ; 
her death, xx. 267. 

Brilliana, daughter of Lady Bril- 



liana, 5, 18, 29, 42, 111, 126; journey 
to London, 153 — 158; enters the house- 
hold of Lady Vere, 160, 161, 168, 172, 
190,192. 195, 201. 

Dorothy, 60, 82, 161, 165, 167, 



168, 169, 173. 

Edward (afterwards Sir Edward), 



biographical notice of, xx. — xxix.; 
letters to at Oxford, 7 — 104 ; in London, 
105—183, 185—209 ; services under 
the parliament, xxi. 1. li.; letter inclos- 
ing his pass to travel, in 1647, 231 ; copy 
of pass, 232 ; further pass in 1650, 235; 
letters to Caius College, 237; to Lord 
Clarendon, 240, 243; to his brother 
Thomas, 216, 220; to his father. Sir 
Robert, 217, 218; answer to his son 
Robert about the sale of Dunkirk, 245; 
his retrospects of his life, 246, 249. 

John, xlii. 

Margaret. 67. 110. 

Mary, letter to Edward Harley, 



219. 



the first Sir Robert, his parentage, 

vi.; education, tV/. ; knight of the Bath, 
ib,\ returned to various Parliaments. 
vii. xliii. 251 ; his character, vii. ; public 



amplojuiGiita, vii. sllii. xllt.; IcUen to 
whilst in London, 1638, letten i. to 
nil. and xivii.; nrarenca to in 1638, 
11—36; in 1636, 38—82; hii return 
to the Short Puliament, 1640, 84 — 87; 
leferenca to vfailn in London on thit 
otoiuon, 88 — 96i olher rererencu in 
1Q40,»6— 101; attends the meeting of 
the Long PariiBinent, IIIO; nirsnmoM 
to hii occupstiDnB thereiD mnd ita pm- 
cwdingA, 1 00— 2Df! ; a letter, fivm to his 
■on Edward,ilix.; letter to, from hiaaon 
Edwanl, 21S; proceedings u to Here- 
bntahire Deduction, 221—230; letter 
from Dr. Wright, 223; renU p»>d hj, 
229, 230', letter to Sir Henr; Tu>o, 
uid hu reply, 23S; Iobhi in ilie citil 
mr,i. 330; death, 11; funeiml sermon, 
lii. xixi. — xxxix. ; marrixgee, lii. 

the gceond Sir Robert, slliuioiu to 

in Lad} Brilliana'a ietten punni, 233; 
loiter to his brother Edward, 233-, order 
for his apprehonalon, 1698, 239; hla 
death, 24 B. 

Robert (aflerwBjda first Earl of 

Oxford), 241. 

Thomas, father of the flnt Sir 

Robert, xlil. 

■ Thomas, aon of Ladj Brilliatia, 

6, IB, 18, 3T, 115, 117. 119, 120. 1'.i2, 
12S, 126. 127, 128, lau, 172, 173. 

Harve;, Mr. SS, 

Haaelrig, Sir Artliui, 203. 

Haughton Castle, 207. 

Havor, Mr. 14G. 

Hawea, Mr. 220. 

Heath, Mr. 9». 

Henrietta Maria, Queen, 40, 143, 108. 

Berberl. Lord, 32, 173, 188, 1V6, 205, 
2S3, 

Mr. 88, BO, 100. 

Hereford, Citj at, allnaiDDa to in Lad; 
Brilliana's Letteia, ^auin ; moaten 
and conduct of aoldierj there, !l. 44 -, 
purituiioal alterationa in the cathe- 
dral, 143, 259 ; niipopulBritf of the 
parliament part; thi!re, 170, 170 ; aur- 
render to Waller. 198, 2G,'i. 

~ Biabop Coke of, 27, 36, 13, 14, 

67. 

Diahop Croft of. 11. 240. 

Herefordaliire. aDti-parliamcnlarian do- 
cUiniion of, 113, 168. IS9 ; proceed- 
inga jti parliament reqiectiog, 223 — 



226 i reference to eopj of thi* deebn- 

tion, 2S1. , 

Hertford, MarqQeta of, 18S, 261. 

Hlbbons, Mr. TS. 

Hill, Mr. 176, 18B, 162, 199, 201, 206. 

Hiriland, Eari of, 67, 73. 

HoUingworlh, , 64, 83. 

Mollis, Deniell. 231, 

Holy Court (The), 37, 263, 

Home Laoy. 216. 

Hopkii, , 187, 1S3 ; (of Down- 
end), 193. 

HoptoD, Sir Richard, 182. 



Hoskina, Mr. 164. 



.bert, 87, 238. 



Howard, Si 
Hubbard, Jc 

Richard, 225. 

Hulibina, Mia. 141. 
Hull, 166,215,262. 

Hullsj, , 59. 

Hunka (Lady Brilliana's i 

Hnrse, , 219. 

Husband, Mr. 141. 
Hyde Park, 138. 
Ireland, 58. 

JamoB, Mr. 104, 106, 
193. 



Jonea, , 47, 50. 

Kentish Petition, preeenlatianaf, 153,2 

Kettlebj, Nehemiah, 185. 

Keynaham Court, 239. 

King, Mr. 209. 

King's Book, the, 61,264. 

Kingsland, 139, 148, 205, 229, 231. 

Knigh^ , 1B6. 

Mr. 137. 

Knightly, Mr. 76. 

Knigliton, 203. 

Kyrlo (Lady Brilliana's cousin). 111. 

Sir John, 64, 182. 

Mr. 121. 



Laneford, Mr. 122, 
Uthom HousD, 205. 2S6. 
Laud, Archbishop, 91, 129. 
Lnwes, Mr. 97. 
Ledbury, 164.179. 
Lee, Sir Ricbard, 86. 
Legg, ,190. 
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Legg, Mr. IBe. 200. 


Mocktree, 229. ^^^^^^H 




I.BinE«»dine, 43, 130. 213, 229. 


Moene Uic). 60. ^^^^^^H 




LentWI, WilltuD, S32. 


Monk, Genen.1, 211, ^^^^^^H 






Montwuo, EsrI of, 215. ^^^^^^^1 




Lawit, Bnn. 221, 225. 






Sir WiHuun, 22i, 281. 


^^1 




Lavtoa ('fu;. Lord. 1. 


Moore, Mr. 87, 108, 116, 123, 112. 143, _^^H 






161, 153. 171, 200, 201, 301, 208. ^_^_^^^M 




Lincoln, Eftrl ol, 218. 


Robert, ^^^^^H 




Lincoln-olnn, 127,130, 15S. 


Thomu, 117. ^^^^^^M 




Ung, Wlllimm, gSfl. 


Moray, Sir Robert, 210. ^^^^^^^H 




Ling™. Sir H. 220. 


Morgan, 101.117. ^^^^^H 




Mr. 206, 207. 


Mr. ^^^^^M 




Liquorice, 16. 


Mortimer's Crou, 1 98. ^^^^^^H 




LiKlB, Mr. 7. 


Mortan, Lord, ^^^^^^H 




LHUelon, Mn. 172. 






William, lb. 


^^^^^^1 




Long, Wdler, 231. 


Napier. Robert, 86. ^^^^^^H 




Longbrd, , S6. 


^^^^^^H 




Longlj. Mr. 12. 177. 


NeUuun, Mr. 86. ^^^^^^H 




Looker, , 11, 12, 86, 90, 12», 199. 






LoTB, Mr. ai7- 


Newgale, 221. ^^^^^^H 




LowB, Mr. 190, 193. 








Newport, Fnnoi., 86. ^^^^^^^H 




Ludlow. 61, 86. 88, 123, 125, 187. 188, 


Lad}, 166. ^^^^^^H 




167,172.171.198,201,202,218,262. 


Lord, ^^^^^^H 




Lake. Philip. 206. 


Mr. ^^^^^^1 




Luther, Lite ot, 62. 


Sir Richard, 68, ^^^^^H 

Nichol, Anthonj, ^^^^^^H 










M«klm. . 189. 


Northumberland, GmI of, ^^^^^^H 




M«h*ortb, Mr. lU. 






Mftddi»n, Mr. 223. 


^^^^^^H 




H^dubme, 21 fl. 


Old Bailey, ^^^^^^H 






^^^^^^M 




HaUet, Judge, 123,221. 






H*n ill Ibe HaoD, 13, 262. 


Oxeiutiem. 109. ^^^H 










Hwn>w, UeDt.-Co1. 202. 


Collwv, xa.; loiters to Edward Itorlej ^^^1 




IbHiD. , 17, as, 102, 160, ITS, 181. 






Mutyri, Book of, G2. 


*ong there, 6 ; booki ohuaper there than ^^^^| 




Huou, Mr. 170, 183. 


at WorcoHer. 20 ; fire there, 22 ; p«.ple ^^1 




Mmj, Col. 202, 20S, 236, 266. 


tber« iDTeigh against the Puritans. IDj ^^^H 




Miaio, Bdwud. 233. 


Oxford apples, 66; plague there, 113; ^^^| 




HirEdw>H,219, 


act at, 34, 39, 45. 61, 62, 63, Hi, 253. ^^H 




Hatliew. Dr. Toby, 105, 356. 






Moyrif^k. Mr. 13. 


PaRel, Lord. 170. ^^H 




Hiddtewx, Lord, 12. 


Palmer <Sir E.l»'»rd lUriey's sister), 219, ^^H 




Militia. n.u.tcn. of. 2. 18. 8S, 96, 87. 18; 


PuUsment. meeting of the Long, 100. ^^^M 




King'. commiMion for the. 17B. 178. 


Peacock . Ret. Thomas, Roctor of Bramp- ^^H 




Miller. Sir McholM, 215. 


ton Ilrjan, ^^^H 




Thom«, 58, 61, 82, 76, 77, 81, 


Pelham (La.!; Brilliana-s cousin). GH, ^^H 




82, 107. 


^^H 




Mint, the, 218. 


(L»ly BHIIiana-s nephew), 38, ^^^M 
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Pelham, Harry, 101, 114, 130. 

Lady (Lady Brilliana^s sister), 9, 

27, 30, 32, 68, 81, 87. 

Ned, 102. 

Sir William (Lady Brilliana's 



brother-in-law), 32, 81, 102, 107, 130, 
161. 254, 261. 

Pennell, Mr. 21, 253. 

Perkins, Edward, tutor to Edward Harley 
at Oxford, 9, 14, 24, 26, 31, 32, 33, 
37, 38, 40, 41, 43, 49, 54, 56, 60, 63, 
83, 95, 99, 253. 

Petter, honest, 198, 200, 201, 202, 203, 
208, 264. 

Phillips, Mr. 179, 186, 189, 195, 200, 
203, 208. 

Piedmont, Collection for, xl. xlvi. 

Pierpoint, Mr. 86. 

Pierson, Mrs. 13, 22, 26, 29, 158, 252. 

— Rev. Thomas, Rector of Bramp- 
ton Bryan, xv. — xvii. xlviii. 4. 

Pinner, , 6, 43, 44, 139, 150, 151, 

154, 155, 159, 190, 213. 

Edward, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 190, 



194. 



Samuel, 83, 118, 128, 190. 



Pitts, Mrs. 48. 
Plowden, Mr. 105,255. 

Potter, , 154. 

Powell, , 190, 197. 

Powis, Mr. 218. 

Presteign, 95, 188. 

Price (Lady Brilliana^s cousin), 6, 14, 

18, 32, 37, 39, 40. 

Herbert, 135, 257. 

Mr. 164. 

Pritchard, , 98, 155. 

Prosser, , 186, 197, 208. 

Thomas, 185. 

Protestation of 3rd May, 1641, 130, 221, 

257, 
Prynne, William, 104. 
PursU, 201, 265. 
Pye, Robert, 95. 
Sir Walter, 84, 87, 198, 205. 



Queen Mother^s arrival, 9, 10. 



Ragley, 1, 6, 251. 

Ratesford (iic)^ Lord, 56. 

Read (Sir Edward Harley's cousin), 249. 

" Return of Prayer," 65. 

Reynolds, W. 220. 



Rice, , 107, 110, 143. 

Richards, , 196. 

Robert (Lady Brilliana's brother), 105. 

Robinson, John, 239. 

Rogers, Rev. Dr. 169, 171, 174, 260. 

Mr. 87. 

W. 235. 

Roundheads, derision of, at Hereford, 

170; at Ludlow, 167, 172, 262. 
Rous, Mr. 211. 
Rudall (cousin of Lady Brilliana), 48, 

176. 
Rupert, Prince, 10, 22, 252, 253. 
Rutley, , 219. 

St. John (Lady Brilliana^s cousin), 117, 

119. . 
Salisbury, Lord, 172. 
Sail wells, Mr. 99, 103. 
Sankey, , 143, 165, 178, 206. 



Capt. Lieut. 205. 



Sanky, Richard, 94, 106, 118, 182. 

Savile, Lord, 170. 

Saxe Weimar, Duke of, 72. 

Say, Lord, 49, 90, 129, 257. 

Scotland, troubles in, 10, 12, 40, 45, 51, 

57, 58, 72, 75, 99, 117, 118. 
Scriven, Colonel, 19, 252. 
Scudamore, John Lord, li. 

Sir John, 2. 

Lord, 124, 165, 166, 245. 

Mr. 21, 48, 64, 124, 253. 

Scurvygrass, 53. 

Seaborne, Mr. 162. 164. 

Shelton, Samuel, 230. 

Sherbom, Rev. William, 160, 179, 261. 

Sherwin, Mr. 218. 

Shilton, Mr. 219. 

Shobdon, 145, 176. 

Shrewsbury, 15, 90, 123, 155, 171, 198, 

203. 
Simmons, Mr. reports of his health, 26 — 

53; other references to, 49, 65, 69, 

74, 76, 77. 84, 135, 254. 
Smallman, , 14, 197. 



Mr. 205. 



Smith, rid^ Smyth. 

Smith, Mr. 88, 153, 159, 178. 

Edward, 7, 18, 22, 28, 31, 251. 

Smyth (Lady BrilHana*s cousin), 39, 40, 

45,101, 107,110, 251. 
(Edward Harley *s cousin) 28, 

35, 53, 55, 76, 86, 91, 121, 122. 128, 

134, 137, 140, 151, 152, 154, 155, 

158,212,213. 
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Smyth, Uelengewagh Lady (sister to Lady 
Brilliana and referred to under the 
name of Wacke), 5, 48, 102, 105, 110, 
128, 139. 

Soldiers, tnisconduct of those of Shrop- 
shire, 97; of Hereford, 98. 

Spain, King of, death of, 115. 

Stanly, , 219. 

Stanton, Elizabeth, 83. 

Stapleton, Philip, 231. 

Stevenson, Mr. 37, 108, 253. 

Mm. 14, 29, 37. 

Stiche of Walford, 62. 

Stiles, Mr. 205. 

Storton, Dr. 49. 

Strafford, Earl of, 104, 105, 114,117, 
125,126,127,131,257. 

Taylor, Mr. 71, 72, 189, 195. 
Temple, the, 127, 130. 
Temple Bar, 218. 
Tewk^lmry, 53. 

Thruston, , 239. 

Toddington, 1, 251. 
Tolson, John, xliii. 
Tombes, Rev. John, 106, 255. 
Tomkins (Lady Brilliana*s cousin), 3, 30, 
121, 182, 263. 

Mr. 109. 

Tracy, Sir John, 251. 

Sir Robert, 8. 

Trafford, Mrs. 26, 29, 32. 
Traheme, Thomas, 249. 
Tuckney, Dr. 237. 
Dr. Anthony, li. 

Vaughan (Lady Brilliana's cousin), 26, 
46,67,99,111,113,124, 164. 

Mr. 2, 24, 64, 164. 

Vavasour, Colonel, 205. 

Sir William, 207, 209, 266. 

Yenables, Mr. 224. 

Vere. Lady. 6, 76, 105, 114, 119, 126, 
132, 157, 158, 160, 168, 172, 251; 
letter of, to Edward Harley, 213. 

VoUe, Mr. 107, 108, 137, 159. 

Wacke, tee Smyth, Helengewagh Lady. 
Wake, Lady, 229. 
Walcot. 76, 140. 

Ann, 184. 

Humphrey, 184. 

John, 184, 185. 

Mary, 184. 



Walcot, Mr. 26, 31, 184, 185. 

Mrs. 6, 26, 38, 91, 105, 144, 

255; letters to, 183, 184. 
Walker, Mr. 15. 
Waller, Sir William, 202, 203, 204, 

225, 231, 233. 
Walls, John, 5, 83, 117. 

Weare, , 19. 

Weaver, Mr. M.P. for Hereford, 122, 

154, 156, 162, 163, 165, 267. 
Weobly, 109. 
Westmoreland, Earl of, letters of to Ed. 

Harley, 214, 215. 

Countess of, letter of, to Edward 

Harley, 215; other references to, 76, 
105. 

Whateley, 49, 54. 
Whitchurch, 44. 
Whitney, Lady, 79. 

Wigmore, 36, 105, 122, 124, 130, 178, 
209, 219, 229, 231. 

Mr. 176, 182, 183, 186, 187, 

205, 209, 213, 258. 

(Lady Brilliana^s cousin), 136, 



13iS. 

WUde, Mr. Seij. 222. 
Wilkinson, Rev. Dr. xlix. 31, 38. 
Mrs. 8, 15, 27, 29, 36, 37, 66, 67, 

72, 251. 
Windebank, Secretary, 105. 
Winthrop, S. 233. 
Wistanstone, 164. 
Witney, Mr. 124. 
Wood, Mary, 6. 

Woodhouse, , 42, 98, 117. 

Worcester, 56, 64, 82, 178, 181, 182, 

226. 

Lord, 32. 

Wortley, Sir Francis, 158. 

Wright, Dr. Nathaniel, xlix. 80,91, 92, 97, 

98, 104, 105, 117, 119, 120, 121, 122, 

124, 126, 127, 140, 144, 145, 151, 

154, 156, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 
170, 172, 174, 189, 192, 195, 196, 
198, 201, 202, 206, 208; letter to 
Sir Robert Harley, 228. 

Mrs. 192, 196, 198, 201. 

Wycombe, High, 155, 156, 158. 

Yi^tes, Mr. 108, 112, 131, 163, 154, 

155, 171, 172, 190, 193. 

Mrs. 43, 104, 105. 108, 112. 

York, 161,170, 182. 
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